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Alma Is Well Represented at
Hope and Takes A Fair Share
of the Honors

The 11th annual contest of tho
Michigan Oratorical League took place
at Hope College, Holland, Michigan,
on March hth. Hope was on that
day therefore, “The Mecca towards
which all Michigan interoollegiate
pilgrims were 1ioumeying. Every
oollege had a delegation, and, no
matter how large or how small, Hope
College extended to all a most royal
welcome. Nothing that the oollege
and city could do to make tho visitors
feel athome was left undone. Alto-
gether it was tho best conducted and
strongest contest in the history of the
M. O. L. andall honor isdue to
Hope Colllege and the orators for this
SUOCESS.

One of the imteresting features of
the contest this year was the Womens*®
Oratorical held in the afternoon in the
Carnegie gymnasium, which was
beautifully decorated for both occasions
This is the firstoontest of its kind
ever held in «*'te and the success
of the venture plainly indicates that a
Women®s Oratorical League must be-
come a permanent feature; and steps
are to be taken at once to affect such
an organization.

Six oolleges, Adrian, Albion, Alma,
Hillstale, Kalamazoo and Ypsilantl,
were represented in the Ladies™ Con =
et

The winning speech was given by
Miss Lena Weadge of Albion College
on thelsubject “A Peril to the Amer-
ican Home. " Miss Weadge discussed
the servant problem is a very credit-
able manner and her delivery was
good. She secured second rank in
composition and third in delivery. A
close second for first place was the
oration "Robert E. Lee" given Ly
Miss Catherine Dlebel of Ypsilanti.
~ In rank Miss Diebel tied with Al-
bion for first honors, but the place
was awarded to the latter on the
strength of a larger percentage in
grade. Miss Gertrude Worden of
Hillsdale secured third place. Her
subject was “‘Democracy and the Social
Consciousness'™ and received first place
by the judges in composition.

As is thecase with every contest
this one met with its usual share of
criticisn because ‘the decisons were
not right" However that may be it
is perfectly natural for every oollege
o have perfect confidence in Tts repre-
sentative and when things do bring
the desired result criticisn folloas.
Alma had all corfidence in Miss Hoover
to win a high place with her strong
and foroeful oration on **0"Connell,
the Liberator."” which was gererally
concedeed to be the strongest oration
of the aftermoon. However it was
not a fawrite with the judges, who
criticisad it as being "too heavy and
Inappropriate for a girl™

The greatest interest however, was

(Continued on page two)
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MIRABEAU .

Ihc single individual seldom changes permanently the cur-
rent of human history. 1lhose world figures who have gained
and wielded such Herculean power have been rare indeed. It
is true that Charles Martel, by repulsing the Saracen hordes,
saved the world to Christianity; that Patrick Henry, touching the
chords of nationalism, invoked the doom of tyranny; that Bis-
marck. welding together the petty German principalities, created
a world power; that Lincoln, seizing his opportunity, struck the
shackles from three million bondmen; but the philosophical his-
torian asserts that such results were inevitable, even if these
names had never been written on historys pages. For there is
a continuity to history which the individual may aid or check,
but never turn. One, choosing to he borne on the flood-tide of
fortune, gains a never-dying fame; another, endeavoring to stem
the tide, meets what the world calls failure. But to him who
wills to guide to nobler ends the progress of time, come fame or
failure, the world owes her choicest homage. Huss and Sav-
onarola, religious reformers;Kosciusko and Bolivar, national lib-
erators; John Brown and Garrison, race emancipators; not one
was completely successful. Individualism received but little aid
from John Milton. 1lhe immortal Gladstone could not wrest
“Home Rule™ from the British Parliament- (It isyet a dream).
I nsucccssful heroes! With the courage born of conviction each
faced a hostile public and valiantly championed the principles dic-
tated by conscience. Another such man was Honore Gabriel
Riqueti, Compte de Mirabeau! The hasty critic would write
above his life “Failure,” but mature judgment reveals him as a
most potent factor in the establishment of French liberty.

The story of Count Mirabeau is one of the saddest in the
annals of the human race. Heredity and environment wrought
havoc with his life. Deformed, misshapen, cursed at birth by
a frenzied father, the unfortunate babe was reared in an atmos-
phere of unrest. He inherited great mental vigor, but with it was
given a nature so notoriously passionate and sensuous that in
later years people scorning him, said “He isa Mirabeau;they are
all devils.” The father tyrannical, the son strong-willed, a breach
early appeared and widened daily. Paternal love soon turned to
hate; filial devotion to open hostility. At the father’s command
prisons yawned upon the son but the dungeon’s gloom could not
cool the hot blood of a Mirabeau. Wilder and more lawless did
he grow, until he became a social leper, a fugitive from justice.
Yet that outcast, friendless and condemned to die, was soon to
appear as the most colossal figure in French history.

To judge a statesman you must first understand the condi-
tions of his time. Countless volumes tell the story of Mirabeau’
age, the story of that most complicated and decisive movement-
the French Revolution. So rapidly did the tumultuous events
rush by that men to-day can scarcely realize their vastness. A
glorious political structure, but undermined and crumbling, was
the fearful heritage of Louix XVI. Weak king that he was,
he truly typified the faded splendor of that once mighty empire.
Scarcely was he crowned before the flame of discontent spread,
surging and roaring, over all the land. Tyranny had bred in-
evitable revolt. Feudalism had made the people wild; feudalism
that was driving justice from the land; feudalism that was grind-
ing the poor into more wretched poverty; feudalism that was
making aristocracy supreme. “To Arms! To Arms!” The cry
of the frenzied, uncontrollable masses echoed and re-echoed from
Calais to Marseilles. All France seemed mad! The revolution-
ists would overthrow king and government and be freel Piti-
ful France! You sowed dragons” teeth; you will reap havoc
and destruction.

Beside the three regular parties there was now a fourth,

a party of one man, that man, Mirabeau. eThrough all the chang-
(Continued on page three.)
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The Articles of Agreement Be-
tween the Two Colleges Re-
garding Coming Debates.

Agreement of Alma College and
Olivet College with regard to Inter-
ool legiate debates for the year 1108:

ARTICLE L

Section 1L Alma Colllege and Olivet
College do hereby agree to meet each
other iIn two debates on Friday even-
ing. April Ith. 198. One debate
to be held at Alma and one at Olivet.

Section 22 The same question sl
he used iIn both debates, viz:— ""Re-
ohed. that the federal government
should lewy a progressive inheritance
tax. constitutionality conceded.™

Section 8. The home team d<wall in
each debate uphold the attirirativo o
tho question.

Section 4. Each team sall consist
of three oollege students in full and
regular standing.

Section 5. Each 8]exer dall heal-
lowed an an opening speech of twelve
minutes, tho aftirmative leeding, and
a rebuttal  speech of five minutes each
the negative leading.

Section H.  The officas of each de-
bate dall be apresidingofllcar selected
by the institution where the debate is
held: and two time keepers, one pro-
vided bv each institution.

Section 7. The judges ofeach debate
gall be three innumber, selected as
here inprovided. Their decision gall
be by sealed allot, cast without con-
sulatlon one with the other.

Section 8. Each institution dwall
pay all expenses of itshome debate,
viz:— expenses of judges, the expenses
of the three members of tho vistiing
tean, and the expense of program
and incidentals.

ARTICLE L

Section 1. The judges dwall be
selected in the following manner:—
On or before February 20 each In-
stitution shall mail to the other in-
stitution a list of fifteen (10) names
for each debate, thirty inall Within
ten () days the lists sall be returmed
with the names ratified or vetoed.

Other names <wll be submitted in
the place of those vetoed and the pro-
oess repeated. When the lists are
corpleted, each Institution sall take
the listof thirty names suggested for
its local debate and sball then proceed
to invite the judges for its local con-
test, informing the other college when
ever a judge isdbtained. It is further
stipulated that in neither case dwull
all of the three judges be selected from
the™ominatlons of one college

In case the three judges cannot be
obtained from the submitted Iist,
other names dgwlll be submitted in
like manner.

(Signed) For AlmaDebating League:
Pres. Herman N. Morse
SeoJ. Norman Angel).

For Olivet Oratorical and Debating
League.

Free. Jeptha A. Wade.
Secy. Vera B. Bromn.
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MOTTO:
BOOM ALMA.

Alma has again taken a step upward
As predicted by the Almanian log

ago. Alma secured a high place in the jwas able to hold bis own.

State Oratorical cotest.

Alma students were highly elected
when news of the outcome of theMens
contest reached them, and 1t was
known that Alma had taken third
place, winning second in composition
and fourth in celivery. To have had
the honor of shoving the standing of

his school up one notch higher iscer-

tainly graceful to Alma®s orator, and
isevidence of the hard faithful work
done by him and bv bis coach.

Let us offer, however, a word of
appreciation for Miss Hoover, who
represented the college in the womens
afest.  IF the statements of the

Judges of the womens cotest are tOj

THE WEEKLY

(Continued from page ae.)
taken in the Men®s Coitest, which
was held in theevening. The orations
were all strong and much depended
on the manner in which they were
delivered in awarding the first places
The Iieliest interest was manifested
and the large hall which seats 1500
people was nearly tllel

First place in this contest was also
won by Albion. The winning oration
was delivered by _lay A. Oakes on
the subject “The Crime of Industrial
Bwolation. ” His developement ;of the
subject was strong and foroeful and
his delivery showed the advantages
of a long training as a public speaker
Mr. Oakes” rigit to first place was
disputed by no ae. Second place
was won by Mr. Henry Hughes, of
Olivet, ou the sbject, “A Problem
in Bwolution ”  Mr. Hughes made
astrong race for first place but i
five points behind Albion,

Third place was taken by Mr. John
Dunham of Alma, on the subject
“Mirabeau.” Mr. Dunham was the
youngest orator of the evening, but
one of the strongest for all of that.
His oration was unique in its devel-
opement and plainly indicated a vaest
amount of hard work Even in deliv-
ery in spite of his small stature ho
Alma feels
great pride in the honor which Mr.
Dunham has brought upon her for
this s the firsttime inthe history
of the oollege that Alma baa been able
to win a place in a state antest, and
indicates, what first class training
will do.

The judges for the Ladies” Contest
were Mrs. James Sutphen and Mrs.
Geo. E. Kollen of Holland. Mrs.
H**nry Hulst and Miss Mary M.
Thompson of Grand Rapids. Miss
Mary Lowell of Kalamazoo Normal.

For the evening the judges were
James O Donnell Bennet, of Chicago;
Milo G. Campbell. Coldwater; Perry
Poners, Cedillac and Rev. Lee Me*

be taken seriossly itwas merely be—-ca"'SH' of Detroit

cause Miss Hoover®"s oration Was!

deemed stronger and more forceful

than usually expected from a girl that

she was not given firstplae. No
truer praise than that can be offered;
although it isscarcely to the credit
of the judges to hold that excellence In
awoman isreally a demerit There
are more ootests coming and next
year Alina is going to win out; and
we ask for no better representatives
than we had thisyear, hut only that
fortune and the same hard work may
he with them.

CAMPUS  GOSSIP.

Sheridansday was observed inchapel
last Friday moming.

Miss Florence Bateson read an essay
on Sherldan”s life, and Byron Chapel
read one on his military eploits.
The dwoir led in the singing of
“Columbia, The Gem of the Ocean.”

Open house at Pioneer March 20.
See Royal Carhpell, room 20, about
some new posters. He has the best

Gillilan"s lecture was enjoyed by a
large audience lsst Tuesday evening.
His remarks on home life, bis ideas of
women, and his Irish stories brought

<him vell deserved applause.
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After the rendering of the decisions
at midnight an informal reoeption
was given in Voorhees Hall;music
was furmished by the ocolllege orchestra
and a delightful time enjoyed by all
the delegates and their friends. At the
conclusion of the reception a unanim-
ous wvote of thanks was voted to Hope
College for their royal welcome and
the excellent manner inwhich this
great event was concluded.

SENIORS

Recently the Seniors were invitd
by Miss Gladys Nelson to atterd a
chicken-pie supper at Itheca. It was
a most charming occasion, indeed!

In the firstplace, one who has not
psrtaken of a chicken pie supper at
Ithaca cannot imagine bow delighful
they are: so how fortunate the smiors,
the naughty oigtters, were, if you
plee=. A table was prepared esoec-
inlly for them: and as they tucked
their legs under that bourttifully laden
festive board of good things, good even
beyond the dream of Wright Hall, no
where was there so joyfula crowd as
this; The ride in the bobs™ had served
t banish all care and produce
appetites that were able lo gopreciate,
bui were unable to exhaust.

After the banquet appropriate speeches

XXXXXXD0O0O0O
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jcircle complete within it=elf. This Union Phone 32.

ALMANITAN

DRINKS INK
LIKE A CAMEL

To load a Conklin Fountain Pen, just dip it in any
ink. press the CrescerFiller and see it fill its own
tank like acamel slaking itsthirst. Thats all there
st i No dropper— no mess— no bother. Do it
anywhere— any tine.

CONKLINS . So PEN

“THE PEN WITH THE CRESCENT-FILLER"™

can be filled instantly without the lesst incomvenience. You
could filll it with white kid gloves on without danger of
siling. Besides its convenience, is the splendid writing
qualities of the Conklin- the jierfect feed.

Lcadintr denlcrs handle the Conklin. If yourn docs not. order
direct. Prices, 53.00 and up. Send atonce for handsome new catalog.

The Conklin Pen Co.,3:t Manhadan Bide., Toledo. Ohio J

were made with "France” as as toast-
mester. With witty remarks each
senior was introduced and each senior
bad to reply to such toest s, Jf’Good
Times We Have Had.” “Some Dis- o
graces with the Faculty,” “Some Class Solicits the trade for
Wsteries Bxplained,” ec. At e ¢ | EgE pINS, SOCIETY PINS,
conclusion we were further given a

delightful entertainment at the home COLLEGE SOUVENIR SPOONS.
of Miss Nelson, who demonstrated in
everv way her ability asa hostess.
Then in the small hours of morning we
made our way back to Alma, thor-
oughly tired, but full of joy for all
of tret.

Now, gentle reader, | have no GO TO-

doubt you wonder when the seniorstook
this delighful excursion for we are all W I B B f ;

blessed with more or les auriocsity,
- For all kinds of-

Weil, we did not take the trip at all;
BAKED GOODS

JI. B. Scattergood

JEWELER.

College

AIl work neatly and promptly done
and guaranteed.

the best we could do was to anticipate,

and we dreamed a beautiful dream
on the strength of that kind invitatmn
and are stll wondering what Ithaca
suppers are ille.

Well, as every tale must have an ed,

and since there isno better way todo
in this case,we “jump at conclu-
sion,”— no matter about results.

Therefore wouldnt Itbe toour social AND
advantage, dear senior, 1 bring about CANDIES.
sort of a senior junior-freshman con-

solication.  thus making our social of* *

s only asuggestion, class of naughty- Alma, Mich.

eight; and we might add that it is
our idea t Incorpoiate only the
necssary elements of the compound
named. Under such conditions the
good time so poorly described above
would be more than a dream.

Wright
e I"i0cise
C. P. Smitl) isstil wielding the JAiVery

pedagogical rod in the school near
his home.

NOTICE ) ) )
First-class Rigs. Reasonable prices

All Wright Hall girls who received
ca—ds from C. R. will pleese call at
StanardsCentral Drug Store and re-

ceive packages left there.

Harry Micham, Mgr.
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GRINNELL BROS.

Mlohigan™ Leading Music House.
Fleadguarters, Branch Store, Alma,
Detroit. 224 State St.

Manufacturers of

THE GRINNELL BFftOS.
Plane

Michigan Agents for the

STEINWAY
and other leading Pianos.

All kinds of Musical Instruments Sold on Easy
Payments.

We carry all popular and opera music,
and Century editions at 10 cents per copy.
Land and Madam Butterfly.

GRINNELL BROS.
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including McKinley
Opera music, Happy
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Dr. 6. C. Lamb

GENERAL
PRACTICE

Bahlke Building. Alma, Michigan

Born’s

Nothing hut high class work
at reasonable prices.

DR. FRED A. GILL
Dentist

College Trade Solicited "o, Syone o Folieowy ok

Union Phone 146. Alma, Mich.

Dr. Maynard Pringle

(Successor to Dr. \V. Kelly)

Dentist
Porcelain, Crowns, Bridge Work,
Filling, Plate Work a specialty.
All work guarariteed. Union Phone 144

Don’t Forget the Place”

PICTURE ~ FRANTNG

A SPECIALTY. i
Where Hunger sUnknown
* * X

GLOYDS
Delicious, Appetizing
Pi1e Beans

Hamburger

Try us and be convinced.
College Trade Solicited.

Gloyd White gS*

Both Phones.

like Tim Einc a1

mouldings

Picture Framing a Specialty.

W. H. Kisch

311 State Street.

6. Schirmer

35 Union Square, New York

Publishers and Importers of
MUSIC .
Catalogues aud Guides free on ap
plication.
0000000000000000000000000a

Why not trade with the house
“that carries the largest stock be*
etween Saginaw and Grand Rapids?

We do an annual
over $100,000.

We occupy over 25000 square
feet of space for selling and storage
purposes.

Look over our line of Groceries,

Dry Goods, Clothing, Gents Fur- g | ot
nishings, Shoes, Cloaks, Suits, e.‘nook?ngs'odootjtemc_eow'oaeurcrlaﬁ;eed oth aussed-
-Furs, Infant Wear, Muslin Under- man say hisprayersbackward, especially
wear, Millinery, Carpets, Rugs, Lin- § tiicovorarg tet hie unexpected-
oleum, Curtains, and in fact almost FINE LAUNDRY

everpthing that you want. has again fallen down and thrown mud
on i, NOT OURS. Ours is the
laundry that lambs get bleached at; hik
lies thrive In and angels whiten teir
wings. No extracharges for fire work
eitter. Give

the Wright Bouse Laundry
a chance next time.
H. O WHITTEMORE, College Agent.

business of

Your Spotted Shirt Aot

Give us a cll.

LEE MERCANTILE CO.

180 Broadway, New York. Estab. 182

Stephen Lane Folger

Watches, Diamonds, Jewelry, Club

and College Pins and Rings.
Gold and Silver Pings.

Drop in for a little while
and listen to some new
records.

In the meantime we can show you
the latest in

Fall Athletic Goods.

Headquarters for
Stoves, Paints, Glass
and all
Hardware Saplies.

Caple-Soule

Alma, Mich.

Coticll & Leonard

Albany. N. Y.
MAKERS OF

Caps and Gowns

To the American Colleges
and Universities from the
Atlantic to the Pecific.
HARRY J. BASTONK,
I1"cal Representative #

Hardware Company,

ALMANTITAN 3
MIRABEAU.

(Continued from page ore.)

cs and vicissitudes of the period, he was pre-eminently and truly
a statesman. Basing his plans not upon what ought to be, but
on what is, he formed a definite policy- a policy all his own. It
conflicted sometimes with the program of the revolutionists,
sometimes with that of the king, yet at all times he was persis-
tent, at all times consistent. He would abolish both feudalism
and privilege and create equality in France. With logical fore-
sight he realized that while the revolution must be radical, it must
withal be conservative, for unchecked it would rush beyond lim-
its, endangering its own accomplishments. Differing from all
others he would save the monarchy. A constitutional monarchy
would secure liberty and order, a French democracy could only
lead to anarchy and lawlessness.

Politics were in a turmoil. Old systems were crumbling;
old leaders were passing away. Out of the confusion and chaos
must he evolved new systems and new leaders. The revolution-
ists, led by Marat, determined to stamp out absolutism. Then
appeared a new leader, already favorably known by his writings.
Marat was radical, lawless, destructive; his adversary conserva-
tive, law-abiding, constructive. Both were ambitious: the one was
a glory seeker; the other would blot out with genius the record
of his early years. Miraheau the outcast would become Mira-
bcau the statesman. Through the Estates General he would
step to power. So, aristocrat though he was, he made himself a
representative of the people. One month later, when the Nation-
al Assembly, superseding the Estates General, had determined to
rule France, he determined in turn to rule it, saying, “I have the
presumption to believe myself useful and even necessary to the
Assembly.” Such determination soon gained the mastery. His
boldness of initiative captivated, his eloquence swayed, his far-
sightedness convinced, his genius dominated them. The slave of
passion became the master of the king, the leader of the people.
On Miraheau, the statesman, rested the fate of France.

Miraheau, standing with a policy of clear issues midway be-
tween absolutism and radicalism, was misunderstood by capri-
cious, passionate France. Contending against feudalism he
seemed a revolutionist. Checking and tempering the struggle he
seemed a monarchist. Now with the people! Now with the
king! No wonder the rabble applauded and then hissed! When
the king"s representative demanded the Assembly to join the
clergy and nobility, Miraheau sprang up with the reply, “We are
here by command of the people, and will disperse only by force
of bayonets.” When frenzied mobs swarmed into Paris, besieg-
ing the Bastile, freeing prisoners, and crying, “Down with the
king,” he restrained the assembly, which would gladly have sec-
onded the upheaval. Mysterious policy! Now opposer of royalty.
Now mediator from king to people. Revolutionists, royalists,
all grew to hate this giant, who, realizing that the despotism of
six hundred would be infinitely worse than that of a king, balked
their every plan. When the jeering and taunting assembly ac-
cused him of treason, he responded, “I will be carried away
from here either in triumph or in shreds.” Then followed one
of his greatest speeches, persuading them to save Paris from mob
rule and to crush feudalism completely. All devising, daring,
cunning, he knew not defeat, and yet each victory only made
greater the estrangement.

Thus far Miraheau had guided the revolution. What the
nation needed had been attained. But alas for France, the re-
volutionists, far from appeased, their insatiable appetites aroused
by their victories, must rush on, crush royalty, and he, as they
thought, free. Two forces clashed in mortal combat. Conserva-
tism and radicalism! Sane statesmanship and mob rule! Mira-*
heau and Marat! Loyalty could not exist, said France, in one
whose career was so checkered, and she spurned him. Even the
Assembly turned from itswork of reformation and consummated
the anarchy. Miraheau pleaded, reasoned, stormed, hut all in
vain. His last plan to save France was scorned ; his magic words
had lost their charm; the last embers of loyalty were dead. The
only statesman who might have guided the nation through the

(Corttinued on page four.)

1 22442444244

Wessinger & Co.

Hart, Sohaffner A Marx Clothing.
Hawoo Hats— Superba Cravats.
Ws attend to the Hoods of the College Man.



" e

1 Vv

THE

MIRABEAU.

(Continued from page three,)

crisis was misunderstood, hated, shunned. *“0, Thou frivolous
and thrice frivolous nation," cried the despised, dauntless leader,
as with hand raised in warning he was crushed by France- his
beloved France, rushing madly into the Reign of Terror.

>. He failed to save the government. Shall we call it weak-
ne> ? The critical historian Vonllolst, answers- “To arrest sin-
gle handed the downward plunge of a nation requires nothing
less than omnipotence.” Men often fail, not from lack of per-
sonal power, but because national problems are rarely solved by
single individuals. Bismarck, Lincoln, Luther, the Apostle Paul,
all failed in some particular. Even the Man of Galilee, the
most glorious man of all time, was rejected as a knave and an
imposter. The Mirabeau of to-day is not the Mirabeau painted
by passion and prejudice, whose bones were gathered by the rab-
ble and thrown into a potter’s field. The flood-gates of anarchy
opened at his death, pouring out their devastating torrent. When
the floods had subsided, however, and reason had returned to
penitent, desolated France she realized the incomparable strength
and worth of him who for the principles he knew to be right

opposed, single handed, royalty and people. She calls him now
the supreme statesman of I3 age.

Supreme statesman? Yes! Would you compare him with
the statesmen of a century? William Pitt, the Great Commoner,
that master genius among orators, failed to convince an arro-

gant, haughty Parliament* Atlc! a more arrogant, stubborn King;
Mirabeau was master df the situation; by power of intellect he
forced appropriate legislation. The oratory and statesmanship
of Alexander Hamilton secured the adoption of our constitution,
but politically the Americans were the most progressive and en-
lightened people of the age; Mirabeau’s countrymen were the
most incompetetil to solve political problems. Henry Clay, the
great compromiser, seeking to justify human slavery, only avert-
ed the nation’ catastrophe; Mirabeau. attempting to secure in-
dividual liberty, would have prevented that horrible cataclysm
of crime, the Reign of Terror, had not frenzied mobs and vision-
ary demagogues overturned his work. The great Bismarck suc-
ceeded and ruled only by a policy of "Blood and lIron;” Mira-
beau achieved all he did by “Justice and Reason.” Gladstone
failed to wrest “Home Rule” from an enlightened legislature;
Mirabeau’s failure was only that he could not calm the passions
and fury of an unrestrainable rabble. The farsightedness of
Chatham, the political sagacity of Hamilton, the conciliatory
statesmanship of Clay, the bold initiative of Bismarck, the gentle
humanity of Gladstone, were all combined in Count Mirabeau.
Statesman or demagogue? Time answers, “It was genius.”

Believe him not ideal. It was his misfortune to have faults
in proportion to his genius. He was basely immoral, often un-
scrupulous. Struggling for mastery with that colossal intellect
was the low nature of the animal. “He was,” says the historian,
“a genuine son of the times. Not only their follies and vices,
but their characteristic brilliant traits have in him a pre-eminent
representative.” Had that life, so checkered with glory and
shame, but possessed a moral sense, the name of Mirabeau would
be the most resplendent of modern times.

Centered in him was all the genius of orator, statesman,
prophet. For he was truly an orator who by his eloguence domi-
nated assembly and king; a statesman who overthrew the privi-
leges of a few that he might build in their stead the monarchy
of man ;a prophet who foresaw the impending conflict, and after
it the cherished ideas of liberty fading before the depotism of a
Napoleon. He promulgated the creed, “Liberty, Fraternity,
Equalitya creed too advanced for the age of Louis XVI, but
one yet destined to be completely realized. Lion-like he had fought
till the enc, and failed. But hidden in failure was a grander,
broader success; his great hope and ambition was within a cen-
tury to be consummated; French liberty was yet to be estab-
lished. Out of the ashes of revolution was to spring Phoenix-
like, the Republic of France; the mission of Mirabeau was
then accomplished.
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