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Dr. Mol/neux Succumbs To 
Heart Ailment; Services Held 
at College Chapel on Sunday

by Bruce Johnston.
Dr. M a x  Molyneux, head of the Department of Kn^lish. 

A l m a  College, died early Friday evening at the (iratiot C o m  
munity hospital from a coronary attack sulTered the previous 
Monday. Cnder oxygen most of the w . . k. he held limited 
conversation with only his family and most intimate friend 
until he passed aw ay  7:15 Friday evening.

Services were held Sunday. Nov. 10, at the Alma College 
chapel with the Rev. Bernard F. Didicr, pastor of the Alma 
First Presbyterian church ; and Dr. Robert S w a n  on, pr. -u 
dent of the college, officiating. More than 100 Indent -, as
sociates and relatives attended. Final services will be held
today (Tuesday) at the Houghton Method! t church, H o u g h 
ton. N e w  York, and interment will be there aDo. in the River 
view cemetery.

Perhaps the best single word to describe Dr. M a x  Moly 
neux is “gentleman.” Admittedly that word, liki m a n y  others, 
is badly over-used, and so sounds trite. In relationship to M r
Molyneux. however, the word 
ply a deep sense of integrity, 
of which he was capable.

Was Sponsor to 
National Literary 
Society Here

Phi Sigma Pi Motto 
Characteristic of 
Sponsor's Ideals

Although he shared the sponsor 
ship of L a m d a  Iota T an with other 
m e m b e r s  of A l m a ’s faculty, I)i 
M ol yn eu x ’s presence has had gi t at 
effect on m e m b e r s  of this group.

can be justified. It would im 
In all thing- he did the best
F r o m  the time Dr. M olyneux re 

reived his It A  degree from Ober 
lin College of Ohio, to the end of 
his cart er at A l m a  Friday evening 
he did not betray that integntx 
Even though h b  collegiate major 
was eh. mistrv and he. in fact, 
taught soiene. from 1924 1937. he 
began to feel, according to his 
son. Joel, that his true calling lay 
in literature and the humanities 
Therefore, the doctorate which he 
received from Cornell University 
in 1937 was in Literature rather 
than in science.

tbs son said that, like most of us, 
Dr Molyneux was for a long time 
in doubt religiously. H e  had the 
courage, however, to search within 
himself until he arrived at a satis 
factory answer. His diary states 
that on April 22. 1924. he com 
plctely surrendered himself m  c.nd 
and Jesus Christ.

jIMPATICO The n a m e  of the college honoi He  made friend wherevei h<
ary society, Phi Sigma Pi, means, went bec.iiei he had a deep inter
in effect, " W e  strive to excel in the <"d in other This trait alsi. i in 
love «>f wisdom.” With the pre plied in the world gentleman ’ 
ence of Dr. Molyneux in L a m b d a  This interest w a  ten in his r<>n
Iota Tau, the spirit of one society’s eern f< r and k m d m  to hi •tu
motto carried into another socie- dents.

orts. O n e  does not usually m a k e  H e  asked questions about me. ty, for it has been his excellence m  Courage w a  anothei <>f hi 
in effort to conceal his admiration and w h e n  he learned that I had the love of wisdom which has en traits which w a  a F.. i< i . t <.i
or one w h o  can recall memories transferred here from Berea Col- ated and enlarged the spark of or this integrity H e  had no f< .r of
m d  seeminelv forgotten bits of col- lege he bent his head thoughtfully iginality and higher inquisitivem living what he thmn-td -•-t .

' > *- *—  — 1 —  1 See S I M P A T I C O  back page. in m a n y  of PIT’S members. ‘'ITrs

Recalls Grade School Days
Recollections arc difficult ef- stances.

See S U C C U M B S  back p ..eirful personal history, and so I 
vas surprised and Idled with ad- 
n i rat ion at the Inaugural Ball.
T o  begin with, w e  felt out of 

dace in our stuffed shirts and crisp 
ormals and m y  wife and I step
ped into the C o m m o n s  like jug- 
>iers carrying raw- eggs on the end 
>f a pole. Attempts to feel at ease 
n such a formal situation, produce l 
ather slow responses, and, as is 
iftcn the caes, seem to backfire al- 
ogether. The self-conscious at
tempt to be cheerful results in 
lippancy; the nervous attempt to 
)e agreeable ends in parroting; 
m d  the desire to carry on an in- 
elligent conversation leaves the 
driver with a chagrined opinion of 
lis o w n  stupidity and the taste of 
;hoe-leather in his mouth. W e  sur
mounted some obstacles, failed 
miserably at others. The n  w e  came 
o Dr. Molyneux.
Actually, the enjoyment of the 

veiling began with the simple 
ormality of introduction to Dr.
Molvneux. H e  was the last in the 
ine and perhaps the tensions with- 
n us relaxed at that point, but I 
A’ill always believe that it was Dr.
Molyneux that changed the eve-
It w a s  easy to talk with him. H<

.vas interested and his words were 
'uriously free of the classroom 
jura which seems to prevail in 
the speech of professors, either ( n 
ir off the campus. It w as a conver
sation easily and evenly partici
pated in and I found myself en-
12m? nf'the°moment A s  H o o k  back Lest year’s L a m b d a  Iota Tau is shown above wUh Dr. Molyneux in the back row. In the front row. left 
, . * J „ th.lt i W ould have to ligh' are Ann Reavey. Senior; Lotus Witham. graduate; Nancy Martin, graduate: G e m  Bishop, grad

nkinn^d talking with h im indefi- uaic; Alyce Conti Gaines, graduate. Back row. left to right: Karen Homan. graduaL: Jeanne Lyon. Press 
^teVyUCun<fcr”1 different ^ i r c u m - lar. graduate; Mar y  Margaret Johnson, graduate; and Dr. Max Molyneux.
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A l m i y h t u  (6ab, whose purposes are from everlasting to 
everlasting, and in whose hands are the issues ot !ite and 
death; hear us now as we wait before Thee in confidence and 
hope.
Grant us, w e  beseech Thee, the comfort ol T h y  presence and 
the quiet ministries ot the Holy Spirit. R e n e w  within us the 
gifts of faith and patience that w e  m a y  temper our sorrow 
with gratitude and discover n e w  sources of courage for the 
days that are ahead.

Forever a Champion...

F R O M  T H E  D I A R Y  
O F

DR. M A X  M O L Y N E A U X
"22 April, 1924. I definitely 

gave myself over lo G o d  through 
Ihe belief in His son. Jesus 
Christ. I feel ihal it will chc.nge 
m y  whole life. At ihe lime I felt 
an outpouring of God's grace 
upon me. Since that time I have 
continuously felt myself g r o w 
ing in the grace of God. Cut 
m e  not off from T h y  mercies, 
O  Gracious G o d  . . . Lord, keep 
the vision ever perpetually be 
fore me."

W e  give Thee thanks for him whose earthly labors have 
wrought an indestructable inheritance of truth and beauty. 

v« .....  W e  praise Thee for his intellectual honesty, for the fearless-. . j ..... . _ rrimp ness and diligence with which he pursued the truth; for the tuallv ,iving tlu recollections
" A n d  the cell divided a n d  redivided until n a vision he had of his calling as a teacher; for his quiet coming now in the realm of words.

□ h u m a n  being- a n d  the h u m a n  being looked back within humilit before ai| mystery and all knowledge; for his gentle The mysterious ihmg about it all
the ceh a n d  said, "There is Eternal Lite, incessant, turbo- w a y  as a colleague and a friend; for the glimpses of Thee w e  "  " e‘
lent, persistent." A n d  as lightning with the M e ,  saw m  u t  rafhefl «
brings heaven and earth together, so m a n  w a s  impeachable integrity tical conveyance of the personal-
with his Maker, the Life-giving Principle, entering into the ' when he spoke at chapel
mi nd  of Christ with God. W e  thank I hee for the home ties with which I hou didst that year, he talked of "simpatico"

. i _• ri m  p Vp rv society as in the enrich him and we c o m m e n d  unto T h y  tender mercies those and illustrated his points withIn every h u m a n  being, m  every soc y, whose sons<; 0f loss is especially great. Fold them to T h y  stones of men, attuned to the world
single organ,snn there mus. b e  « n  erva on ^  'ransrn, ^  use the sympathy of all of us to minister
sion a n d  adaptation of the principle ot Lire. . | hy loving kindness to them. Peach us all to understand that rean 7.ed then that the only expia
a n d  for society that Life is the belief that he has that Hie {|lose w h o m  Thou callest to Thyself are not separated from nation of our conversation at th< 
from God, the Life that is the Light of M a n . "  Thee as they are from us, for Th ou  has promised, ‘M will not lay in ,hal word'

The a b o v e  quotes, from Dr. Molyneux's book, Peace l*l'l Hut noi toisake thee. It has often been m y  thought.
N o w  a n d  Forever, published m  1942, express more, it ^ ^  ̂  us w j10 were his friends and fellow workers. ajoncm wiUiLSDr. MolVneux'and u*
seems to us, than just a bit of philosophy. Not that w e  Gonsecrate us more fully to our tasks by the enriching m e m -  become “simpatico”, drawing on
miiIrl if w o  w ould detract from it, nor can w e  be sure ories w e  have of h i m  and of his faithful life. Help us to walk die mystical energy of that concept
h a  w l  fu?y u n d e r h a n d  ,he significance af meanings as amid the things of this world, as he did, with eyes that are ^  ^

7 , ,• r D M* tUi<- w o  rnn oercieve: there is in n to beauty and With our hearts and minds given to Thee. Perhaps, God willing. 1 shall
d e e p  as a m a n s  iiu . r»ui , ■ > , t / fix our hearts upon the rewards which Thou has promised to someday have that opportunity,
his words the ring ot authority w m e n  can c o m e  on y them w h o  serve Thee; that whatsoever things are true, what-
the inspiration of a m a n  w h o  has given himself, complete- s00VlM. thing* are honest, whatsoever things are just; what-
Iw nnfi unreservedly, to G o d  thru Jesus Christ. Such a m a n  SOever things are pure and of good report— w e  mat think jlJCCUlTIDS
‘ M  M o l y n e u x  upon and do these things for the sake of T h y  son, our Lord.

this, deny worldly reality, but w e  do re- 9 every darkness Th ou  art still enlightening us; in every sad- unpopular, and ho did not broad
able fact that by his life lie has b e c o m e  one of the eternal n(3SS Th ou  art comforting us, and in every death Thou art cast ^ ^ ^ ;
memories of A l m a  College a n d  that is something which giving us life, through Jesus Christ our Lora. Amen, 
can never be regarded as anything else but present tense.

Dr. S w a n s o n  has spoken, a n u m b e r  of times, on Dr.
Molyneux's zeal as a " c hampion of liberal arts." At the 
pre-school conference held this year on the c a m p u s  Dr.
M o l y n e u x  participated in a panel discussion at Tyler C e n 
ter in which he crusaded, as he has do ne  at numerous 
other times a n d  places, for a re-evaluation of liberal e d u 
cation towards an ideal consistent in the very concept of

• Continued from front page.'

Simpatico
'Continued from front page.'

— prayer delivered by 
Dr. Swanson at the 
Memorial Services Sunday.
illustrative of the situation in 
which we, Dr. Molyneux and 1. Y o u n g  Nobleman. T h e  latter was 
suddenly found ourselves. published in the Scholar’s Facsim-

O n c  of m y  close associations at ile Series. T h e  second volume of it 
Berea was with a person with w a s  in preparation at the time of 
w h o m  Dr. M ol yn eu x  had attended his death. His sen slated that per

last illness w a s  one which he re
fused to admit, one against which 
be fought uncomplainingly.

Academically he w a s  excellent 
because anything less than that 
simply would not bo good enough 
Between 1943 and 194(> he publish 
ed two books: Peace N o w  and For
ever and T h e  Institution of a

seemed (.y ]|Cfi the person’s features, bits his o w n  good. ’ H e  * imply would 
of her personality and together w e  not stop, but put himself complete 

In our conversation 1 learned discussed the question which must ly into everything ho did. 
that the two of us seemed to be c om e  before the minds of educa- In speaking of Dr. Molyneux.

bone to &
Coniorence _____On

. _J U i i i r i wiium m i . mui.viiwux nuu auuiiueu ma uuiuu. nir> \ n  umi ■"liberality " That A l m a  College is working toward such and struggled for the memories grafje school. H e  smiled as he re- haps he had 'too m u c h  guts for
ends is evident in the Administrative emphasis in long- "a™  ‘Berea "  -  ------ - --- -  ^  “ ---- -  ̂  ^  . .. . . .
range planning. That A l m a  has determined to effect cer
tain changes representative of truly liberal eC^ ° tj ° ! V5 parts of a triangle of minds at that tors thousands of times— “I al- then, w e  would have to speak of
evident also in increased student participation in aamims- mnment q ie three logs represent- w ay s  wondered what happened such characteristics as honesty, in
t m t i v e  committees a n d  other c a m p u s  organizations heav- ed by Berea. Oberlin and A l m a  to her. terest in humanity and the inditrative c o m m n  t. . i t -  *• • colleges. T o  say that it is a small I w a s  struck by the timelessness vidual, and courage; all these arcily controlled by faculty a n d  administration in previous WOI.|(| js 1() sav ijtqe T o  believe which seemed to surround us as w e  part of the integrity which w a s  his.

that the interactions of people in talked. Dr. M olyneux carried no Admittedly the ranks of theyears- ., . .i; this small world are a reflection of far-away look in his eyes, yet true gentlemen are thin, but DrThere are a n u m b e r  ot torces contributory to tms n e w  somo ,mysterious and divine fore- they were alive with the reality M a x  Molyneux is a worthy m e m
emphasis on our campus, certainly, not the least of which planning would have been mor e  of infinity and he seemed to be ac- ber.
has been our beloved Dr. M a x  Molyneux.

Let us c o m e  to a concrete example. The Almanian, of 
course, is most closely concerned with the Publications 
Committee. Dr. Molyneux has been the chairman of that 
group this year. Foremost under his leadership has been 
the establishment of three important sub-committees,, 
equally c o m p o s e d  of faculty a n d  students. O n e  of these 
committees is primarily concerned with the Almanian, 
another with the Scotsman, a n d  the last with the Pine 
River Anthology which, under Dr. Molyneux's urgings, is 
to resume publication this year after a lapse of s o m e  time.
In all of the subcommittees, the purpose is to formulate a 
five-year plan of operation, purpose, improvement and 
a d v a n c e m e n t  of the c a m p u s  publications. These plans are 
then to be proposed to the Publications Committee, and 
later, in final form, to be submitted to the Committee on 
Long-Range Planning. Inasmuch as Dr. M o ly n e u x  is re
sponsible for the initial step in this plan, the task n o w  be
c o m e s  a sacred responsibility, a n d  the acceptable results 
will forever bear the imprint of Alma's devoted champion 
of liberal education.

As for our o w n  particular sub-committee, w e  think 
that should A l m a  ever b e c o m e  fortunate e n ou g h  to have a 
department a n d  separate building for journalism (and 
this is N O T  out of the realm of possibility) nothing could 
be more fitting than to n a m e  such a department or build
ing in m e m o r y  of Dr. Molyneux.

W e  like the ' cartoon" on this pa ge  because it con
tains a greater story than it does a picture. H e  is not dead, 
for memories are living things, too, a n d  his office is no 
m o r e  e m p t y  n o w  than it w a s  at times w h e n  he svas a w a y  
at conference-, and meetings promoting the cause of liberal 
education. W h e n  a man's crusade is fulfilled it i; because 
he has reached the ultimate source of the p o w e r  for 
change. W e  believe that Dr. M o ly n e u x  is at the High C o n 
ference n o w  . . . w h a t  m o r e  can w e  say than to express 
the conviction that he will be forever a cham p i o n  of liberal 
arts.
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