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STUDENTS MARCH ON WASHINGTON

We Almost Did It

By Robert J. Vandenbos

Although the Constitution of the United
States quarantees all citizens the right to
petition their government, Inust confess
that up to this time 1 had exercised that
right very little. Feeling that the continu-
ation of the Vietnam War is both unjust
and unnecessary, lwanted toexpress my
views more explicitly to my government
than what could be done through marching
alone. With this goal inmind, Ideparted
with three other Alma students-- Paul
Silver, Mark Caroll, and Tom Brennan-
last Wednesday night, and headed for the
nation’s capitol.

Appointments with Michigan Congress-
men and Senators, as well as some admin-
istrative officials, hadbeen previouslyar-
ranged for Thursday and Friday, April 22
and 23. Topping the list of people we were
to talkwithwas Henry Kissinger, the Pres-
ident’s chief advisor on foreign policy.
This appointment wasfor 4:30p.m. Thurs-
day. and stood confirmed whenwe departed
for Washington one dayprlor tothe confer-
ence. There was a great deal of apprehen-
sion about how to approach a person of
Mr. Kissinger’ status. A large amount
of study was done in preparation for the
meeting, in hopes to be able to converse
knowledgeably (at least) with this expert
in foreign policy. 1 was also a little bit
nervous that the meeting was to occur in
Mr. Kissinger’s office in theWhite House,
which is located only two doors away from
the Oval Office of President Nixon.

After driving all night long, we arrived
in Washington at 6:00a.m. Having nothing
better to do, we sacked out on the couches
of the University of Maryland student union
until about 8:00 a.m., at which time the
student government office opened and we
found out where we were to stay for the
next three nights.

(Cont"d on Page 3)

By Kay Consolatti

After twelve hours of riding, sleeping,
singing,  laughing, and ranpinc. over
forty-one Alma College students arrived
on the University of Maryland campus and
moved into Damascus HalF-ourcondemned
home for the weekend! We were greeted
and made comfortable by University of
Maryland students and reunited withother
Alma students who had arrived earlier.

The mood for thw* entire weekend had
been established as we neared Maryland,
as tlie stream of cars heading ..r D.C.
began to thicken, and the familiar signs
of peace and power gained prominence.
This excitement and anticipation grew
even more the next morning, as Alma
College students boarded a special re-
served Inis and rode to D.C. and tlie
rally.

Surrounded by pink, white, and purple
blossoms, throngs of youth and older
people linedup along Pennsylvania Avenue,
so many In fact that the march started
an hour earlier than scheduled. We took
our place among lhe estimated 250.000-
500.000 demonstrators, chanting "Peace,
Now”, clapping and vyelling, giving (lie
peace sign to T.V. cameras, sharing
food and  drink with neighbors and
marching- marching alongside the gro-
tesque and w: ked looking caricatures,
the flags and signs declaring "Enough-
(Ait Now™ and "End the Draft. ™ Oldpenple
freaks. G.l. veterans, Chicago business-
men, members of Women Liberation--
all marched through D.C. and swarmed
over the Capitol grounds, sitting on the

lawn, climbing trees, lampposts, and
statues.

The forty-seven speakers all had their
say, denouncing the government ami de-
manding "immediate and total witlidrawl
from Vietnan", for forty-seven different
reasons.

Mrs. Martin Luther King, Angela Davis*
mother, a former veteran of Vietnam tlie
mother of a P.0.W., and members of ttie
Chicago Seven were among those that
spoke.

A rinv of policemen surrounded the
Capitol and tlie inarch route. Just in
case- -but there wen no incidents. The
tired demonstrators were besieged by
pamphleteers,  solicitors for contritai-
tioos. food vendors, and button sellers.
Self-appointed Individual clean up crews
took the initiative of restoring the ground*
from the debris of paper and garbage. Uii
the wind proved too strong an opposition.

The sunburnt an thirsty crowd Mstpoeq
to the speeches, some slept, others talked,
many finally left. But they reconvened
later that night around the Washington,
Monument to listen to music, smoke,
share food, drink, awl company, in tents,
blankets, sleeping bap vans and cars

They roamed the streets of D.C.awlone
observing black man asked- "Where are
all these kids going to sleep? Will you
tell me that1"

What remained of the afternoon marrfc-
the feeling- was reiliried in tin- concern
of each person for the ther. "Do yu
have a pla W to stay tonight™ was a
familiar greeting, or "ash any policeman
for directions  they’re great tonight.
They’re really beautiful. Good luck,"

The feeling- it remains.
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Where Is
Alma’ Conscience?

In Paul VanValkenburp

March is over and 75 students
lvp returned safely to Alma College,
to their friends and studies. But, tne
Spring Peace Offensive and the Southeast
Asi.in War is still going on.

There were hundreds of thousands of
p*“pli‘ in Washington with one message,
PEACE NOW. I wonder if those people
lust shouted it to an empty building. The
iiuestion that is unanswered in my mind
is "are mass marches effective? Will
Pie American people be moved enough to
demand that their government withdraw
«dl its military personnel from Southeast
Asia” Over seventypercent of theA meri-
can people want an inmediate end to the
War. but the President and Congress
refuse to bring it to an end. However,
they do get primetime topacify the people]

The most effective part of the Spring
Offensive is the action -.f the G.f.’s and
veterans. They realize what the United
States military has done to Vietnam. We
have committed genocide and incurred an
ecological catastrophy on Vietnam. They
know it is wrong. Many have been there
and their conscience will not allow them
t" Ml by and let the war continue. They
did not go to Washington for one (lay;
they went for one to three weeks. They
an* not just marching, but also seeing
Congressmen and Senators, and insome
cases being arrested. When will the
American people and Alma College reach
this level of conscienceness?

luring the next two weeks the People’s
Coalition for Peace and Justice will be
participating in a number of activities
leading to the presentation of the People’s
Peace Treaty to the Senate. If they refuse
to ratify it and stop the War, theCoalition
will stop the government. In their minds
other methods of protest have failed.
Something more forceful must be done.
\Wut method will make an impression on
our government?

The next nationwide activity will w> a
Moratorium on Business as Usual,
scheduled for Wednesday. May 5. Thiswill
I* a war protest and a commemoration
of Kent State and Jackson State. twould
bo fitting for those opposed to the War
to not go toclasses and plan some activi-
ties for the campus and community that
day. Perhaps we couldeven present ateso-
lution calling for the end of the War to
Alma®s  City  Council! Congressman
Cederberg from this district is one of
Nixon’s puppets. Does he really represent
the people of this area? Do the people
know what he is doing?

let it be known that the American
people and the Vietnamese people are not
enemies, that the War Is being carried
out in their name it they do not support
it. But. let it also be known that the
American people continue to pay income
taxes and telephone excise taxes that
support the War and that they continue
to buy War Bonds, now called Freedom
Shares that support the War, and that
they buy the products of companies who
have made millions of dollars from the
destruction of the people and land of
Vietnam . and that the young men of the
country continue to let themselves be
drafted to fight m the War. Where is
your conscience America. Alma included.

Tin*

"Do the American People Only Have

Power Once Every Four Years"
by Dally Sachs

Seventeen months ago | marched in
Washington with 200.000 other people ask-
ing for immediate withdrawal of all U.S.
troops from Vietnam, Five days ago |
was inWashington again, this time with a
few more people, but still with the same
demand. The character of the April 24
march had to be different and it was.

In November. 1969 there was a feeling
that the inarch would convince the govern-
ment that the war had toend. Last Satur-
day many of the people marching knew
their influence on government policies
would lie minimal, but they went to Wash-
ington anyway. Maybe it was far out to
see 100.000 people smoking dope on the
lawn of the Capitol, perhaps the speakers
and literature really hadsomething tosay.
and itwas good to hear Country Joe again,
but perhaps most importantly the march
provided arallying point for the Movement;
the Movement toend oppressionbv theU.S.
which has pervaded ttiecountrv for the last
seven years. The people had achance tobe
with each other, to find out what was hap-
pening; it was an individual thing, but it
was also everyone’s thing.

The majority of the American people
want the U.S. forces out of Vietnam, and
they want them out now. luckily theywon’t
have long to wait. Soon the presidential
election will tie here, and by thenNixon, in
order to insure his reelection, will have
announced the date for withdrawal of all

ground troops. But is this enough? What
about the U.S. advisors and the air sup-
port which will stay in Southeast Asia,
and our other troops everywhere in the
world? Do the American people only have
power once every four years? Watch what
happens in Washington during the next two
weeks.

If you are concerned, join with others
across the country in a nationwide strike
on May 5; spend your day examining the
manifestations of U.S. opression both at
home and abroad, and how you can effect-
ively work against it. Attempt tofindsome
power in the people.
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Picnic or Protest?

by Katie Kerr

Last May five students from Alma Col-
lege went to Washington tovoice theirdis-
sent with President Nixon*sCambodia ven-
ture and Kent State.

This past weekend. April 24. 10 and 20
times that original 5 went to Washington.
Unfortunately, >0 many of tin people at
Washington seemed t*think it *v . pi°
rdc, a holiday, a good time. And that’s all
it was for most. Nobody, except for those
who worked to organize the march, com-
mitted themselves. .

Too many people went toWashington.not
from a deep personal belief. tut because
their friends were goingor because ever)-
body else is climbing on the bandwagon.

From last May’s experience afewconm-

parisons were evident. For a start, April
24°s theme did not hold the unity of the
crowd. Enthusiasm while walking through
t* trot w” dull Shoutingsware mini-
mal with few participating. As for Satur-
day night the main objective of the <r >wd
was to find some good dope, cold heer a
fi? girl, and some good music. Matters
could have changed some if i few per soils
had not tried to deliberately push dope.

Why in the hell did all ofus go to Wash-
ington if it was not to show "an disappro-
val of Nixon’s policies and to show our
dissent? Do you really think OIR objec-
tives were met? Do you really blame Nix-
on for not being in Washington for th*e big
party?

k- fnesday, April ?8, 1971

Vandenbos (cont"d)

In accordance with the wt he- f(J>x,.-
al | B | , . . °

gan telephoning tor final conftrmati as
appointments.

thi  first »all went to ttie State Depart
ment. where we had ty»en h plug to mu
Marshall Green. Uh- Assistant Secretary
(Ol Fast Asian and Pacific Affairs. "Yes
we have your apjs-iintment set uj> for 1:00
p.m. You will u speaking vith Mr. Kirk
who is the assi'-tant t Ambassador "ul
livan. who i* the assistant to Marshall
Green. ” came the reply. "N tlIsid.” |
thought, "weve ( t » olden iin*-rtunlty
to spoak with the assistiuit to the assis-
1:-1 11th itat.”

Alter this event, lwas a little hesitant
to rail Mi. Kp Giiger’s iffjce, tor fear "f
a similar response, llus fer.r so-mproved
to Ix* all too well Pmnded. lreached Mr.
Kissinger's appointment secretary who
began what - niiKled like an often used
sjieech: "Mr. VandonBos, Mr. M .
mg->i has instructed me to tell v >u that he
is very sorry that he wl lit* unable to meet
with you. He has h>en calledout «f town on
olficial tmsliko s. Mr. W inston lordofMr.
Kissinger’s staffwillt« happy to substitute
for Mr. Kissinger at tin scheduled time if
you so desire.” W*ho in the helli.Wiaston
Lord. ! thought to myself. But 1 replied
cordially that wi wmld certainh enjoy
talking with him A few other ,.pj.ointments
were confirmed without mm h dIfflniltv.

At 1:(X) we were escort..! up toanoi-
flce in the Department 1Slat, -"dintio-
duced to Mr. Kirk. Acting . j>-.kesman
for the group. Ibrieflyexplained when* we
were from and outlined the ide i the Alma
student body had approved in th" resolu-
tion “Proposals tor Peace”. Mr. Kitk
then re ponded t each pant m turn reit-
erating almost exactly the tandard Ad-
ministration position on Vietnam. He felt
the 1’.S. could not set a dale of withdrawal
without jeopardizing th* incentive foi a
negotiated settlement. Should the pillout I
immediate, and the Siaith coJlap eas are-
sult. he stated that the W*uld Incur .
reputation of (k-M iting its friend.. Mie
ramifications f such a re|Hitation wxild
Ih- inuneiise. W'lien questioned atxait the
p<s.sibility of the South collapsing aftei
the completion f Vielnainizatp n. Mr.
Kirk felt such an (M-curance would n Iad-
versely afiecl the i;.S. Inthe ey. of the
world. Personally. 1felt that after")years
in Vietnam, we had more thanhonored*Ut
cnmmitmenl to aid South Vietnam. Iran
not see that staying anolher veal will irn
ifirantly alter our fil.silion in world opin-
ion.

After undergoing aclose sorur it\ clim k
our appointment with Mr. Klssinf r*
sistant wa held in Ilh Situation k nn at
the White House. lwa siirfiri ed thdMr,
Lord was so young and estimated him (&
t* around age 30. W*eluda very frank dit
cussion for ale-ut 11/2 hour* As tolie ex-
pected Mr. lord was also 1 tx"liever ill
the hard line foreign policy < Mr. Nixon.
Al Nigh i fell the discu ion to In bene
filial | sincerely doubl d any Udlcfs on
cither side were changed. Certainl) <
person should not tie exfH ited to altei his
view, drastically after one discus don. Bui
it is rather discouraging to feel that \'m
had little or no effect. But | am hopeful
that as a part of a i mtinuillg expre- ion
0f opinion some effect will u- realized,
A vast out pouring of opinion will event-
ually have an effect. Such a large outflour-
ing must neco.*s.irlly 1» comp<»sedofmin-
ute and individual part whether they are
letters, telegrams, pelltioas or dreus-
sions.

Another conferetwe worthy of mention
was with Congressman (xaald Ford. This
meeting occurred Friday, in the Minority
Leaders office in the Capitol Building.
Mr. Ford left m  w."i the imptession of
a pure p<ditician tn I* than tin re-
in the conversation. Mr. 1 ird re.poivied
to i question, leaning toward in his seat
as 1t taking us intlhis confidence and
saving. fhe alwe. .dle|a
"iioys” or "fellows”) let ni< tell wiu
something. We are ending the war. In
fact this war is nearly overt” He enm-
phasized this final statement raisin, tils
voice and trlking nis desk with his tiand.
inwardly. | reflected that Ihad tieard If*
same statemente a\ early \%§. As
we were leaving, Mr. Ford remarked that
tie had two sons wlio were our e and
that they didn’t alwayn agre* with him
eittu-r.

Everything lie did seemed g» are itoes-
tablishing himself 4s fur IrietxJly aixl
concerwd representative in Washington.
W as this trip worth it0 lam firmlycon-
vinced that itw”: . After talking with fie pie
you are used to reading atjout y ur Im»ge
«it them is more realistic. Government Is
reduced from a nelsiious entity toam re
cone rete process.

n
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M e have stayed too long in Vietnam and bled too much. The time to get out isnow.”
Senator Vance Hartke - April 24,1971 Washington D.C.

Participants Give Thoughts on March

by Terry Lee

NRAC

Keep Truckin’Boys
by Chuck Cook

With a “forward ho" and a “leave
us not h? bussed" our modern day cov-
ered wagon departed from Albion at 1:30
p.m. Friday for Washington. You see,
fifty Albion College students and ldrove
two U-Haul [like Ryder trucks to the
week-end march. Little did we suspect
that D.C. lay 17 hours away |

Albion students surrendered their mat-
tresses to form a huge bed in the back
end of the trucks. This type of arrange-
ment was, of course, much more con-
ducive to student interaction than a bus
would provide and people reacted ac-
cordingly (?).

Our trip was a real gas, literally,
as we had to stop every 100 miles for
gas. Also, we were stopped twice in
Ohio both going and coming back by

"troo rsQUI*1”  “urios™t>, see,ting state

While in D.C. 1 was impressed (de-
pressed is better) by the week-end away
from home attitude of many people. Par-
ticularly dismaying were the many young
people present who had visions of Goose
Uke and Woodstock frolicing in their
miiKls-visions assuredly realized at the
Saturday night concert.

However, | felt the march was very
significant in the fact that so many thou-
sands of people could come together
peacefully. The fantastic meaning was
there, if only it is not lost. To give
you an idea of the numbers of people
marching we arrived at the Capitol lawn
at 10:50 and fought our way through the
thousands of people already there to the
Capitol steps. When we left the Capitol
area at 2:30 and retraced our steps back
down Pennsylvania Avenue, the streetwas
still Jammed with marchers on their way
to the Capitol. Incredible!

A NO. I BARBER SHOP

209 Eaii Superior Street - Aim*, MicK.9.n

RAZOR CUTS,

HAIRSTYLING, HAIR STRAIGHTENING
HAIRPIECES AND HAIRCUTS BY APPOINTMENT
Phone 463-1904

Further observations: I)minority group
representation was slight at the march;
2)it was very ironic to say the least
to see the Alma College crew sitting
less than 20 feet away from me on the
Capitol lawn, considering the throngs of
people present; 3)sleeping in a church
hasement with freaks from who knows
where needing a place to crash is an
okay experience; facing along the up
and down Pennsylvania turnpike 1in a
rocking truck with twenty-five people is
far out; 5)1 hope never again to see as
many blue uniforms inone place as there
were on the corners of D.C. streets; and
6)it is amazing to see a shell gas station
attendent pump 21 gallons of gas into
your truck*s 20 gallon capacity tank.

Some 250,000 to 500,000 strong they
came to Washington D.C., our nation’s
Capitol. Withone common voice they called
out for -peace that would end
the frustrating ten-year Vietnam war.
Their outcry was echoed up Pennsylvania
Avenue from the White House to the steps
of our domed Capitol; indeed the whole
city reverberated with the peace plea.
America had sent her people to one of the
largest demonstrations ever witnessed in
D.C,

And Alma sent her marchers, too.They
trooped there by busload and by private
car. Arriving in the district April 24, the
Alma contingent merged with the masses
to chant for the peace they and the others
so desired.

The march affected our capitol, our na-
tion. Those who participated felt it in dif-
ferent ways. Alma®s crusaders were no
different. In a broad gamut of quotes and
statements, here are some of the express-
ed opinions of those who went.

"What can Isayl Itwas truly one of the
greatest things I've ever witnessed. lhope
it has some effect. Oh, and Ireally was
inpressed with the representatives from
various spots throughout Michigan.”

“In relation to last year, there was a
completely different undertone. Last year
the march took place after Cambodia and
the kids were upset. They went with the
idea of a violent confrontation. This year
they were still against the war, but itwas
freer, more fun.”

"Impressive, especially the number of
people who took all the time and expense
people who took all the time and expense.
1don’t think it did much good in relation
to Nixon and the majority of Congress.”

"Right on! Power to the people. 1think
it was worth it. Iwish we coulde stayed
longer. lwas impressed by the number of
people and the fact there was noviolence."

"It was larger than lexpected. Ithink
it surprised alot of people. This proves
the student movement is not dead. Ithink
it’ll have little effect however."

"The march was fantastic..The speech-
es subsequent to the march were some-
whatj)f a letdown though. Rtwas more of
a “feeling” thing.”

"It was a rather quiet and solemn de-
monstration. The people weren’t really

super-active. It was amoderate-left ga-
thering."

"l would like those who stayed inDa-
mascus Hall to know lwas disgusted with
the trash they left, especially the food.
The march was great. The organization
involved was fantastic. Every type of fa-
cility needed was provided.”

"l guess Icould say inaway lIwas sur-
prised. I had been prepared for theworst.
The people were restless with the nice
weather, but the general feeling was to

keep it peaceful. The only trouble Iknew
of was with a small Nazi group.”

"l dug it!”

“Itdidn’tseen like itwas reallv seri-
ous. _Too much_dope anddr inking". ftseeru-
ed like a big picnic.”

‘Stress the wide variety of people-of
all ages. The size was impressive. There
were all types-youth against war facists
communists, gay libbers, women’s com-
mittees and unions. Isaw UAW.”

"l was really impressed by the organi-
zation for us; 1 was glad | went. Htwas
worthwhile 1in that it was an expression
of how people felt about the draft and the
war. lwas amazed at the amount of peo-
ple who kept it non-violent.”

“lhad a good time. I wish there was
more unity. The number accomplished
something. | really was astounded by the
Gl s and union people. May 5, lThope will
be more effective.”

These are only statements from a few
people out of the large Alma crowd that
went. But this small cross-section ispro-
bably representative of the thoughts ofall.
It might be repetitious toa.sk each individ-
Aprir]0254',v) agh(’}rr]wgtl'oent Du CS.u,ffblngrgoaSr?)‘n e—t
lible mark on many memories.
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