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‘The Kentucky State University

Choir will be performing music from
European, African and American tra-
ditions tomorrow at 8 p.m. in the Dun-
ning Memorial Chapel.

The sisters of Kappa Iota are hosting
“Music Fest,” a mock rock/talent
show, in honor of Women’s Month
on Friday, March 20 from 8-10p.m. in
Van Dusen Commons. Prizes will be
awarded and all proceeds will benefit
the Women's Aid Shelterherein Alma.
If you would like to perform contact
Mary Hess X7066 or Kate Lowry
X7946.

The A]ma College Dance Company

day, Ma.rch.21 at 8 p m and Sunday,:ﬂ‘
‘March 22 at 3 p.m. in the chtage
Center, Presbyterlan HaJI : ,

‘WQAC is hostmg Pist*on in a free
concerton Saturday,Marc' 1
Dusen Commons. Doors peﬂ at 7 30
p-m. s

The A]ma CoHege Jazz Ensemhle__:

: P:ésbiz{e _’an Hall.

“Eaten Alive” addresses eatmg dlsorders

By Rhonda Smith
Staff Reporter

A college-aged woman dealing with
stress through bulimia and an exercise and
weight-gain obsessed mother are examples
of the characters portrayed in Mimi
Wyche’s one-women performance “Eaten
Alive.”

In this performance Wyche presents five
female characters who, in their own ways,
are dealing with eating disorders. “Eaten
Alive,” performed in the Dunning Memo-
rial Chapel Sunday, was sponsored by the
Alma College Union Board, Co-Cur and
Alpha Xi Delta(AZA).

Wyche was once anorexic and bulimic,
but has been free from eating disorders for
over ten years. She has performed in Cats
on Broadway and has been on Garrison
Keillor’s A Prairie Home Companion. She
created “Eaten Alive” to demonstrate the
emotional impactinvolved with eating dis-
orders, She gained material for her charac-
ters through her own experiences and of
others.

“My characters are composites of people
I know and parts of myself,” Wyche com-
mented.

Besides the college woman and the
mother, three other characters were por-
trayed, including a wealthy woman who
equivocated a small waist size with power
and a giddy young woman who ate carrots
and Slim Jims as a “healing” diet and
whose dream was to fit in a pair of Barbie
jeans because Barbie had the “dream life.”
Wyche also characterized Ellen Wheeler,
a woman who had participated in numer-
ous weight loss plans but kept gaining the
weight back and seeing her weight on a
scale puts her in the “bottom of a well.”

Not only did “Eaten Alive” demonstrate
the physical rituals anorexics and bulimics
go through, for example, their guilt for
eating a small box of animal crackers or
description of the “binge and purge” rou-

Mimi Wyche performs a scene from her one-woman show “Eaten Alive.” The how was
sponsored by ACUB, Co-Cur and Alpha Xi Delta Sorority. Photo by Beth Rosenow.

tine of a bulimic, it also showed the audi-
ence the emotional aspects of eating disor-
ders.

The various characters showed different
emotions like stress and anger, denial and
irritability. A common thought process of
the characters was “I know I look like a
slob to you” but at the same time defended
their intelligence, that smart people would
not be doing this to themselves.

The mother, which was the first charac-
ter to be introduced, also was the last and
wrapped up the personalities of the other
characters for the audience. She became
frustrated by her eating binge and ques-

tioned why she did it. “You’re thinking so -

much about your weight, you can’t think
aboutanythingelse,” was her answer. Eat-
ing (or not) was a convenient way for each
character to ignore their other problems,
like stress or lack of time.

Wyche finished the act by having the
mother write in her planner, “get some
help.”

Afterwards, Associate Dean of Student
Development Kalindi Trietley and Joe
Gelina from health services joined Wyche
on stage to answer questions from the

audience. During this time, Wyche told the
audience that throughoutherlife her weight
had fluctuated from 82 pounds to 195
pounds. Gelina then pointed out that you
do not have to be at an extreme weight to
have an eating disorder.

“You don’t have to weigh 82 pounds to
look like you have an eating disorder or
195 pounds to look like you have an eating
disorder. It can be the people in the middle
who may have an eating disorder,” he said.

Wyche also spoke about her experi-
ences in finding help and support. “I am
one of the people who think you can get
well,” she said. Moreover, she stressed the
importance of finding a good support sys-
tem (o beat an eating disorder and the
problems leading to it. “When you don’t
have theemotional tools to deal withsstress,
that is when the eating disorder escalates,”
Wyche said.

Sophomore Heidi Grantham remarked
on the performance’s ability to relay an
important message. “I thought it was an
exceptional presentation which portrayed
a strong message to all women who have
or have known someone who’s had an
eating disorder,” Grantham said.

President Stone presents long-range campus plan to students

By Sara Bickler .
Staff Reporter

At 4 p.m. today, the college
administration announced long range plans
to beautify the campus.

According to President Alan Stone, as
soon as the funding is raised the school
will begin building the new intramural
center which will be located behind the
present baseball field.

However, this is just the first step in the
long range plans to improve the campus.

After that, the school will downsize the
Reid Knox parking lot, creating more of a
circle drive and moving it slightly east. The
goal is to create a North-South access
running from the new building across
campus to W. Superior St.

After all of this, one of the long range
goals is to turn Maple and Cedar streets
into grassy areas with trees. Stone is

hopeful that the city will “donate” these
streets to Alma College.

“The city should donate Maple and.

Cedar. [which would allow them to] save
money on the cost of maintenance. They
have donated streets in the past.”

Currently, the school does not own all
of the houses along Cedar Street, so the
school would have to purchase those
houses before refurbishing those streets.

Another plan is to extend the East-West
access path. The pathway currently
extends from the Heritage Center to a little
past the library. The plan is to have the
pathway continue on, through the alley
between Newberry and Gelston, to the
Harvard Ave.

One of the plans to beautify the campus
involves creating a ‘‘greenspace, or image
zone on the south side of Superior to mirror
the one on the north side of campus,”
according to Stone. This would require the

college to purchase the three houses on that
side of the street that they do not already
own. The school would tear them down in
order to create this green area.

Another topic that will be addressed are
the problems associated with Gelston Hall.
Gelston has many difficulties with their
electrical and piping systems. For example
it was not wired to handle the amount of
technical appliances that students now
bring to school with them.

Stone said, “The cost of replacing the
electrical and the piping is twice as much
as it would cost to build a new dorm.
Eventually the problem is going to get
worse there.” There are a couple of
possible solutions that the school is now
considering.

The first option is to reduce the dorm
population from 200 students to 100,
making all of the rooms singles. Then the
college would build apartment type

housing around where the tennis courts are
presently located to house the extra 100
students. The second option is to turn
Gelston into a student services type
building and build an even bigger
apartment type complex.

Although current students will never see
many of the proposed changes there are
some changes which the current student
body will enjoy.

One possibility is the addition of more
trees and lights on campus. Also by
removing the medians and repainting the
lines in the parking lot outside of
Newberry and Gelston 20 more parking
spaces will be created. This work will be
done over the summer.

The school is in an ongoing process 10
try and improve the way it looks and the
facilities that it offers to students. The
college expects many more changes to be
made to the campus in the future.
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By Missy Crossnoe
News Editor

This past weekend once again
broughtthe familiar faces of Alma
College students’ little sisters and
brothers to campus for Little
Sibling’s Weekend 1998.

Every year the Admissions of-
fice takes on the job of planning
Little Siblings Weekend. This
year the event was coordinated
by alumni Geoff Fortunato (96),
assistant director of admissions.
He has been working on the coor-
dination of the weekend since
August.

“It was a challenge to plan the
weekend,” he said. “I had to plan
events that would please siblings
of all age groups, it was espe-
cially hard to design activities for
those six and under and thirteen
and over.”

Fortunatoadded that this year’s
Little Sibling’s Weekend brought
145 younger brothers and sisters
tocampus. “Thatnumberis about
average,” he said. “We usually
have anywhere from 140 to 160
siblings attend.”

Many of the 145 siblings ar-
rived at Alma on Friday just in
time for an ice-cream social held
in Hamilton Commons. To cover
events like the ice-cream social
and to pay for meals, the siblings
paid a registration fee of $12.50
for the entire weekend.

After the social, the siblings
were then invited to join the cam-
pus at ACUB’s “Club Lucky”
held in Van Dusen in honor of
Friday the 13th.

Saturday morning, bright and
early, students and their siblings
made their way to the lobbies of
the residence halls to watch car-
toons and have juice and donuts.
Throughout the rest of the day
they participated in events such
(Below) Several little sibs enjoy
the pizza party put on by the ad-
missions office. The pizza party
was just one of the many events
during little sibs weekend. Photo

NEWS

s Weekend

Admissions office hosts students’ siblings

as swimming, P.E. activities and

“ACUB movies. At night there

was even a little siblings pizza
party in Hamilton Commons. On
Sunday, the weekend ended and
the siblings said their good-byes
after chapel service and brunch.
This year many students and
their siblings agreed that Little
Sibling’s weekend was a success.
Senior Kate Rodgers said that
she enjoyed the time spent with
her 13-year-old sister Maggie. “I
liked it because it gave her a
chance to come here and stay
long enough to see what I do
during the day.” Maggie agreed,
“Tliked seeingmy sisterand meet-
ing all her friends. I liked doing
stuff with her because I don’t get
to see her very much.”
First-yearstudent Emily Seman
also added that spending time with
her15-year-old brother David was
fun. “We just hung out on our
own because he is really too old

to attend any of the sponsored
activities,” she said. “But it was
great to have him here and I got to
introduce him to Pizza Sams.”
David commented that he thought
the weekend was fun too, “I liked
meeting all these people and see-
ing what my sister does.”

It is comments like these that

please the Admissions office.
“We plan Little Siblings Week-
end to show the little siblings
what their big sisters and brothers
do at school,” said Fortunato.
“The kids never understand until
they really see it.”” He also added
that the focus of the weekend is to
bring families closer together, and
that “maybe the little siblings will
enjoy their time here and decide
to come to Alma themselves one
day.”
(Below) An Alma college stu-
dent dishes up ice cream at the
ice cream social. Photo by Sean
Babbir.
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First-year student Melissa Rutledge helps her little sib get some ice
cream. An ice cream social was just one of the many events planned

by the admissions office. Photo by Sean Babbitt.

by Derek Warner.

If you
have any
brains at all,

youll be aware
of the danger
of depression.

Depression is a suppression of brain
activity that can strike anyone. It's
powertul, it’s constant, and it makes
life unbearable. It's also readily,
medically treatable. And that's
something everyone should know.

#1 Cause of Suicide

UNTREATED

DEPRESSION

http://www.save.org

Alma Young Democrats

Upcoming Events

Monday, March 23
Tie-dye with AYD (bring a white t-shirt,
we’ll provide the dye)
Meet in the Rotunda at 8:30 p.m.

Saturday, March 28
Pre-orientation
College Democrats of America Regional Convention
(Lansing, MI)

Sunday, March 29
John Austin Fundraiser

Saturday, April 4
Adopt-a-Highway Clean-up
Meet in the Rotunda at 1 p.m.

Join AYD for
our upcoming
cvents.
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Guest instructor brings experience to class

By Joey Mead
Staff Reporter

Alma College Associate Pro-
fessor of Dance Carol Fike and
Josephine Zmolek, a dance in-
structor from California, swapped
locations foraterm. Zmolek trans-
ferred here from California while
Fike traveled to Californiaon sab-
batical.

“I am originally from northern
California, but right now I am
living in southern California.
They are really two distinct
places,” Zmolek said.

In California Zmolek works for
the Universities adjunct. Adjunct
means she works part time for
many different universities. She
has worked at California State,
Domingas Hills, U.C. Irvine, and
some community colleges.

Zmolek is a guest artist dance
instructor. She teaches interme-
diate and advanced levels of mod-
ern dance, along with a choreog-
raphy class. She has also put to-
gether a couple of pieces for the
Alma College Dance Company
(ACDC).

Zmolek heard of the job open-
ing through Art Search, a job bul-
letin for artists in the performing
arts, theater and technical theater.

Zmolek started dancing when
she was about 19 years-old. Be-
fore then she danced in a summer
program called Summer Stock,
which was a dance program for
kids who attended schools with-

Movie Review by Sara Bickler

out dance programs.

Zmolek graduated high school
and started attending a commu-
nity college when she was 16.

“I was in Forestry and I de-
cided to go into dance. Forestry is
learning about trees and the for-
est. Iwanted tobe aforestranger,”
she said.

Zmolek graduated from col-
lege at Long Beach State. She has
also earned two masters of arts.
Her first masters is in Interdisci-
plinary Art. Then she did her
Master of Fine Arts (MFA) at
U.C. Irvine.

Right now Zmolek is in the
middle of choreographing a
couple of pieces with ACDC.

Zmolek said, “Ihadno precon-
ceptions when I came, so I didn’t
really know what level to teach
at. I teach at a lot of different
Universities where the levels vary.
Also being out here in Michigan
at a small college, I didn’t know
how much exposure [the students]
had to modern dance.”

“After meeting the students I
decided I wanted to do a lot of

kinesthetic thrust. I wanted them

to move through space very
quickly and with large move-
ments,” she continued.

Zmolek chose contemporary
music to match the dance. The
pieceiscalled, “Grasp the Shadow
for the Substance.” The music is
by Dave Thomas and Two Pail
Boys, a group from Portland.

“It’s about the constant ques-

tioning, the choices you make,
the paths you take and how there’s
really no going back,” Zmolek
said.

The other piece is called “Big
Boots.”

Zmolek said, “I’m living over
in the school’s apartments and I
walk here in the snow. Solugging
these big boots around, I came up
with this piece “Big Boots.” I just
wanted a lot of people on stage
with big heavy boots stomping
around, basically.”

Besides dance Zmolek has
other loves. One is Capoeira, a
Brazilian martial art. Zmolek has
beendoing Capoeirafor 10 years.

“It is definitely a martial art,
but it is not done in a linear fash-
ion. It’s very circular. And we
don’tsay fighting, we call it play,
and you play in a circle. A lot of
the movementis designed for your
arms. So there 1s equal weight on
your arms as on your feet. A lot of
the kicks are from the ground
with the weight on your arms,”
Zmolek said.

All of the play is done to music.
There are drums, tambourines and
a one-stringed instrument with a
gourd. Along with that, every-
body sings.

“All the songs are reflecting
what’s going onin the game. They
sing about you while your in the
game,” Zmolek said.

Zmolek has directed a com-
pany of 30in Capoeiraand toured
Brazil.

Josephine Zmolek leads students in her dance class. Zmolek is a
visiting professor from California. Photo by Beth Rosenow.

Zmolek also said, “My other
love is the outdoors. I am a big
mountain biker. Ilove to go moun-
taineering. I used to rock climb a
lot, but I don’t have the gear any-
more. I love to hike.”

Zmolek’s next adventures are
canoeing and kayaking.

In the future Zmolek and her
husband, who is also a dancer,
want to direct a dance program.
She hopes to get some better au-
dio editing equipment.

Zmolek said, “ I would love to

come back here again. Alma has
been good to me. [Everyone here
is] very nice. It seems like a very
comfortable place to live. But I
need to see ocean water and moun-
tains, blue clean air. You don’t
get that in southern California.
And no cars or traffic—I am sick
of concrete.”

“But this is a nice little campus,
you guys are very lucky. Every
where I go on campus people
smile and say hello,” Zmolek
concluded.

Mindless U.S. Marshals lives up to low expectations

He’s back! The U.S. Deputy
Marshal with an attitude returns
as Tommy Lee Jones (Men in
Black) reprises his Academy
Award winning role as Sam
Gerrard from the movie The Fu-
gitive.

The movie U.S. Marshals is
notso muchasequel to The Fugi-
tive as a continuation of the expe-
riences of some of the characters
from the movie. Dr. Richard
Kimble, the original fugitive,
never makes an appearance. All
of Gerrard’s team from the first
movie do appear though, along
with some new faces.

Wesley Snipes (White Men
Can’t Jump, Passenger 57), is
the new man on the run. He plays
aformer governmentagentsetup
by one of his own for a double
homicide. When the plane that
was supposed to escort him to

prison crashes, he makes a run for
it.

Assisting in the search this time
is Robert Downey Jr., (Home for
the Holidays, Chaplin) a govern-
ment spook who works for the
same agency as Snipes and the
men he supposedly killed.

U.S. Marshals is just your ba-
sicchasemovie. It’s The Fugitive
all over again. However, the plot
of the film is rather ridiculous
beginning with the plane crash at
the start of the movie.

First, in scenes reminiscent of
ConAir,aconvictmanages to get
to a gun hidden on the prison
plane. He fires it, creating a large
gapping hole in the side of the
plane. The plane makes an emer-
gency landing on this road some-
where in the middle of nowhere.
Theroadislined with power lines
that the plane takes out. After

or an application.

Summer Camp Staff

Indian Trails Camp, a residential summer camp
program for children and adults with physical
disabilities, seeks staff for the dates of June 6 to
August 15. Positions available include female and male
counselors, aquatics staff, activity leaders, nurses,
kitchen, and maintenance. Salary is between $1600 and
$1800 for the entire summer, depending on position.
Please call (616) 677-5251 for additional information

Wanted!!

hitting about 10 of these the plane
is somehow still in motion and
falls off a cliff. At the bottom of
the cliff is a lake and the occu-
pants of the plane must escape
raising water levels reminiscent
of Titanic.

From here the movie only be-
comes more outrageous. One of
the big climax scenes (this movie
contains several) involves hand
to hand combat between Jones
and Snipes in a large pit of wheat.

The cinematography of the

movie was well done. It was very
in your face. Certain camera
angles made the audience dizzy
and disoriented. It took a minute
to figure out what was on the
screen.

The acting in the movie was
excellent. Jones gave his Oscar
winning character more teeth, ex-
ploring a wider range of emo-
tions.

The supporting cast was also
excellent. Downey Jr. played his
role very effectively, keeping his

character’s motives secret until
the end of the movie.

No one is going to go see this
movie expecting Shakespeare.
U.S. Marshals is just what it was
meant to be-a fun, suspenseful
action/chase movie. It serves its
purpose. In fact it was probably
one of the better action movies
out in a while.

Overall the movie is worth see-
ing. Look past to implausibility
of the plot and enjoy the ride. IU’s
quite entertaining.
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An Ala College student plas slots at ACUB ’sClub Lucky Casin
night. ACUB began sponsoring Club Lucky last year as a replace-
ment for Irish Pub. Photo by Beth Rosenow.
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ACUB deals winner
with “Club Lucky”

By Charlotte Grant
Feature Editor

Friday night, Alma College’s
Tyler-Van Dusen student center
was filled with hundreds of stu-
dents winning and losing thou-
sands of dollars. The event was
Club Lucky, AlmaCollege Union
Board’s (ACUB) annual Casino
Night.

Club Lucky is in its second
year and this time included a per-
formance by comedian Joel
Zimmer.

When students entered the Van
Dusen Commons they were given
$7,000 in play money and araffle
ticket. The money could be traded
in for chips for use at the gaming
tables, as well as tokens for the
slot machines.

Students could risk their money
at black-jack, craps, roulette and
the horse wheel. All of these
games were put on by Auburn
Moon, a company ACUB hired
to run the games. There was also
music, popcorn and soda.

At the end of the evening, stu-
dents traded in their winnings for
additional raffle tickets, which
cost $2,000 each. Then a drawing
washeld forprizeslike anevening
on the town complete with din-
ner, a movie and a night at
Saravilla. Smaller prizes included
t-shirts and CDs.

Everyone was getting in on the
fun. There were several little sib-
lings in attendance. Also on hand
was Mariott’s Chef Eric, who at
one pointin the evening was up to
$75,000, betting at the craps table.
He did not keep all the money,
though. He handed out $1,000
bills to just about anyone who
walked by.

“I'm just giving my money
Left: ACUB member Kathi
Svenson (00) deals blackjack
cards to Angela Fileccia (01)
and Christene Doyle (01) during
Friday’s Club Lucky. Photo by
Beth Rosenow.

Hearlng the
Sllent Crles
 for Help

a presentation and discussion on domestic abuse

Wednesday, March 18 at 7 p-m.
in Jones Auditorium

Sponsored by Mitchell Hall Staff

pher (99) was operating

away,” he said.
Chef Eric admitted he was just
there to enjoy the event.
“It’s fun,” he said. “It’s nice to
see all the kids here.”
First-year student April
Hawker echoed his sentiment.
Hawker was only up $5,000, but
she was also having a good time.
“It’s more fun than sitting in
my dorm room writing papers
that are due Monday,” she said.
Even the students running the
tables were enjoying the
evening. Leah Christo-

the horse wheel. Gam-
blersbeton ahorse, then
Christopher would spin
the wheel to determine
the winning horse.
“I’m having a blast,”
Christopher said. She
also admitted to feeling
alittle like Bob Barker.
“Or maybe Pat Sajak,”
she added. “Maybe a

combination of the two.”

Gaming tables were packed for
most of the evening, leading
Stephanie Maust (99), ACUB’s
major events chair, to comment
on the success of Casino Night.
She admitted it was difficult “or-
ganizing all the dealers [and] bal-
ancing between Casino Nightand
the comedian,” butshe also added,
“it’s all worth it for a turn-out like
this.”

Senior Becky Leonard, senior Beth Schwalm and sophomore Liz
Siefert place their roulette bets. Many Alma students brought their
little siblings to the ACUB sponsored event. Even Marriott’s Chef
Eric attended. Photo by Beth Rosenow.

Lead the Fight Against Cancer:

w Get a Ph.D. in Cancer Biology

Interested in a career in cutting-edge cancer research? Train
with world-renowned faculty at the Barbara Ann Karmanos
Cancer Institute. The Institute is designated as a comprehensive
cancer center by the National Cancer Institute and is located in
Detroit, a metropolitan area that offers a multitude of recreational
and cultural activities. We have an excellent record of
supporting students with a stipend and full payment of tuition,
fees and medical insurance. All of our graduates have found
desirable positions in academia or industry.

Students with bachelor’s degrees in chemical or biological
sciences, good grades and at least some laboratory experience
are encouraged to apply. We offer Ph.D. and M.D.-Ph.D.
programs.

Write: Sam Brooks, Ph.D., Cancer Biology Program, 550 E. Canfield,

Wayne State University, Detroit, Mi 48202 or call 313-577-1065, or e-

mail scbrooks @cmb.biosci.wayne.edu; http://www.karmanos.org. Wayne

State University is an equal opportunity/affirmative action employer. Wayne
State University - People working together to provide quality service.
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Kridler oversees many aspects of student life

By Sara Bickler
Staff Writer

As Dean of Students, James
Kridler deals with just about ev-
ery aspect of studentlife.

His office coordinates the
scheduling of the Heritage Cen-
ter for Performing Arts and non-
academic rooms such as Fireside
Lounge in Tyler-Van Dusen.

Kridler said, “I am also in
charge of small housing, student
organization and activities, the
Greek system and discipline.”

Lately his office has been busy
coordinating housing for next
year. They supervise four hall

directors, two assistant hall di-
rectors, approximately 48 resi-
dent assistants (RAs) and all of
the small house managers in a
total of 26 buildings campus wide.

The hiring process for RAs just
finished and he wasrecently look-
ing for replacements for two hall
directors at a conference held at
the University of Wisconsin at
Oshkosh.

At this conference, many
people were interviewed for these
positions and also for the position
of either assistant or associate
dean of students, depending on
who is hired.

There were 213 institutions

present in Oshkosh as well as
approximately 550 candidates.
Kridler also brought a couple of
students who were looking for
potential employment in hall di-
rector or graduate assistant posi-
tions.

Kridler is also involved with
many student organizations. He
serves on the communications
committee, the student life com-
mittee, campus judicial and the
marketing team. He is also the
chair of the retention task force.

“It i1s important for us to keep
an eye on the retention efforts of
the college to make sure we retain
the students that we already have,”

he said. He also serves as the
advisor to Student Congress and
the Scot.

When called upon, he works
with the students one on one. If
there is a severe roommate con-
flictit will be brought before him
to be worked out. If a group of
students wish to form a new stu-
dent organization, they can dis-
cuss it with Knidler.

According to Kridler groups
have come to him needing help
and money. Forinstance the Table
Tennis Association came to
Kridler and he supplied them with
advice including a packet of in-
formation.

He also helps student organi-
zations who need to know the
rules and restrictions of raising
money, need the college to send
an official letter for them, or any
other things along those lines.

Kridler mentioned that around
this time of year he is often called
upon to write letters of recom-
mendation for graduate school
applicants, especially for student
applying to law school.

As the Dean of Students,
Kridler is very involved in the
campus community and student
life. His job encompasses all as-
pects of student life outside of
classroom.

Hazing program asks students to re-evaluate beliefs

By Rhonda Smith
Staff Reporter

Hazing is a term infamously
connected with the Greek sys-
tem. Last Thursday, seniors
Alyson Ferriss and Sarah Cham-
bers presented a program con-
fronting the issue of hazing to an
audience of group members.

New member classes of frater-
nities and sororities are informed
of their rights concerning hazing
before they initiate. However,
hazing still remains a problem on
many campuses due to lack of
understanding and solutions.

According to Alma College’s
Anti-Hazing Policy presented in
the Student Life Handbook,
“Hazing is defined as any action
taken orsituation created, whether
on or off college premises, that
produces mental, emotional or
physical discomfort, harassment,
or ridicule, or which prohibits
persons from meeting academic
orpersonal obligations to the best
of their abilities.”

Chambers and Ferriss, who pre-
sented the program as part of their
internship with the student af-
fairs office, opened by asking the
audience to give their ideas and
examples of what hazing is.
Chambers and Ferriss then in-
formed the audience that not only
did Alma College have an anti-
hazing policy, but that the state of
Michigan and the federal govern-
ment also had laws against haz-
ing.

The presenters discussed in
greater detail different types of
hazing. Physical hazing includes
forced consumption of alcohol
and leaving a member in the
middle of nowhere and making
them walk home. Emotional haz-
ing also includes drinking (the
idea that you should drink),
degredation of body image and
intimidation.

“Oneis not worse than the other,
but they’re completely different
aspects of hazing,” commented
Ferriss.

A brief history of hazing was

WQAE EY music Review

given by Chambers. The word
“hazing” is actually an American
term which began in the 1850s.
Hazing occurred beginning in
Medieval Europe and was known
as “penalism” and occurred at
various colleges and universities.

Maybe a discussion
would have been help-
fultotry andfindsolu-
tions against hazing.

29

e Kathy Svenson (00)

By the 1770s, hazing became
more of an English prep school
tradition.

Hazing in America occurred
within general colleges to “pro-
mote” class and team unity. Since
many fraternities and sororities
were founded onreligious beliefs

they did not consent to hazing.
However, after World War I1 and
the treatment of men in boot camp,
hazing was brought to campuses.

Chambers and Ferriss went on
to cite current examples of haz-
ing which have happened across
the United States and here on
campus. They also discussed
myths about hazing and why it
occurs.

Another part of their presenta-
tion included the necessity of cre-
ating solutions and alternatives to
hazing. They discussed the dif-
ference between the “Rite of Pas-
sage” and the “RightofPassage.”

The “Rite of Passage” refers to
the ceremonies, etc. that one has
to do in order to initiate. These
are things that a national
fraternity’s Nationals enforce.

The “Right of Passage” is the
activities that active members be-
lieve one must endure in order to
be a part of the organization.
Sometimes these things can be
considered hazing.

The audience brainstormed

ideas for alternatives to any “tra-
ditional” activities which can be
considered hazing. Ideasincluded
getting together at the chapter
house and in social settings along
with other organizations, partici-
patingin service projects or intra-
mural sports.

Kathy Svenson (00) com-
mented on the program. “It went
really well. It was good informa-
tion. Maybe a discussion would
have been helpful to try and find
solutions against hazing,” she
said.

Ferriss also believed that more
discussion would have helped.

“Iwishmore people would have
participated,” she commented.

“I think it is a topic that needs
more attention. The Greek com-
munity is aware of the anti-haz-
ing policy, but have not gone
through such a thorough exami-
nation ofitor sat down with their
fellow Greek members to talk
about solutions. I hope they take
it back to their own groups to
discuss,”added Chambers.

Sevendust gains notoriety, popularity

If ever there was an award for
the most embarrassing situation
for a band, 1t would have to go to
the Nixons, the guys that sang
that “Sister” song that was a hita
couple years ago. On their last
tour they were ignored and up-
staged by their opening band,
Sevendust, a better looking, bet-
ter sounding and much more origi-
nal act, who was kicked off the
tour for taking all of the attention.

TVTreleased Sevendust’s first
self titled record in early 1997. It
took a while to achieve a notice-
able level of success, even though
they had a single on the Mortal
Combat II soundtrack under the
name Crawlspace. Regaining
popularity with a new name is
never very easy for any band, but
it was not a big tragedy to over-
come for this one.

WQAC has been playing
Sevendust’s album since its re-
lease. It has the crunchiness of
modern metal with lots of guitar
solos and heavy riffs that make
metal fans realize what has been
missing from therock scene lately.
It also has vocals that stress raw

emotion, not just the whining
sounds of angst that currently are
flooding the airwaves. Influences
behind such a sound are: Ratt,
Van Halen and Merciful Fate, a
good mix of everything that ever
existed in the terms of Rock and
Roll for the past 15 years. Itleaves
a listener to reminisce back to
the time of Living Color and the
“Cult of Personality,” an excel-
lent comparison for Sevendust,
but Sevendust has a lot more left
in them to contribute to the music
scene.

Two of their songs have been
gelting excessive commercial
airplay—"“Bitch” and “Black.”
“Bitch” is alittle ditty that throws
the pain of a bad relationship in
your face so hard even the lis-
tener is left feeling like breaking
a chair over the head of whoever
the song is about. But not to
worry, its their set closer, and
this a band very well known for
being a ‘Fans Band,” hanging out
long after a set just to talk to
people about their music, or any-
thing else. “Black” is more up
front, full of anger, antagonistic

language and intense sound that
defines Sevendust as a band to be
reckoned with and not to be taken
lightly. A band that pushes issues
of race, tolerance and war to the
forefrontby pullingupissues from

in world of modern metal

their own past as a racially di-
verse band from the south.
Success for this band from At-
lanta is being taken in stride, as-
suring them a place in the future
of rock music. Catch them tour-

ing right now with Clutch, or this
summer as the opening band of
Ozz Fest, and not to mention, on
any one of WQAC’s metal shows.
They are a band who is not going
away anytime soon.

Casual Dining, Spirits
& Billiards

g Ry
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- Festivities begin at

Celebrate

iC
St. Pat™™® ith Dingerz!

«"Pot o' Gold" drawing to give away an overnight stay at
Alma's Saravilla Bed and Breakfast, along with a
dinner for two at Dingerz!

« Traditional Irish dinner for just ¢5.95!

- Guiness beer at a “wee" price!

- Live music while you dine!

319 North State Street

5:00

k's Day

(517) 463-5300
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Resorts attempt to salvage ski season

By Joey Mead
Staff Reporter

It seems Mother Nature did not
plan this year’s winter with skiers
and snow-boarders in mind. The
weather has been more confusing
than Dennis Rodman’s life style.

Junior Sarah Ginop, who is a
ski instructor at Nub’s Nob in
Harbor Springs said, “It wasn’t
the best season ever. Down state
[skiers] stayed home because of
the weather. Overall it wasadown

year.”

Sophomore Josh Peterson, an

avid skier who has been out about
nine times this season said, “The
skiing conditions have been low.
It was really on and off and I
never found consistent weather. I
couldn’t plan ahead because you
didn’t know what to expect. It
was justalotof hard packed snow
and ice.”

This year’s season hasnotbeen
the best, but to make up foritalot
of resorts are throwing out some
great skiing prices and special
deals to make up for lost atten-
tion.

Junior Marcus Evans, a ski in-
structor for Homestead resort in
Glen Arbor said, “The first day
we had one run open and then we
opened a mighty second one, due
to man-made snow. Attendance
was pretty good because we book
condo owners ahead of time, so
they come anyway expecting to
ski. We also gave away free lift
tickets.”

Listed below are just a few of
many resorts’ prices and special
deals going-on in March.

= Alpine Valley: Weekend,
Friday and Saturday $24.00,
3:00-11:00 p.m. Ladies’
Days- Tuesdays and Thur-
days from 10:00 a.m.-5:30
p-m. only $16.00. Men’s
day-Wednesdays 10:00
a.m.-5:30 p.m. $16.00.
Weekends 9:00 a.m.-3:00
p-m.only $18.00.(248)887-
2180 for more information.

* Big Powder Horn Moun-
tain: Four day weekend spe-
cial. As low as $50.00 for
lift and lodging per person
perday. 1-800-222-3131 for
more information.

* Boyne Highlands: 66 inch
base, 5 lifts open and 26
runs open. St. Patrick’s day
March 17, Krazy days
March 21, Tuesday, Friday
and Saturday 6-10 p.m.
learn how to ski with Aus-
tralian/American skischool.
Call (616) 526-3000 for
more information.

» Caberfae Peaks: College
Nights-present valid ID at
ticket office and receive tre-
mendous savings on lift
ticket every Monday,
Wednesday and Friday.
After 5:00 p.m. only $8.00,
after 4:00 p.m. only $9.00,
after 3:00 p.m only $10.00,
after 2:00 p.m. only $12.00,
after 1:00 p.m. only $13.00.

Ladies’ Day Wednesdays have
all day lift ticket for $12.00.
(616) 862-3000 for more infor-
mation.

* Crystal Mountain: They have
a special 2 for 1 lift ticket cou-
pon on their web page available
to anyone with a printer. Web
site addressis [www.crystalmtn.
com/specials/twoforone.shtml].

Hot Corner by Alex Chung

Offer good until end of 1998 ski
season. Call (360) 663-2265 for
more information.

* Nub’s Nob: Night skiing Mon-
day, Wednesday and Friday
only $18.00. “Tuesday Night
Special” only $14.00. Full day
Monday-Friday only $22.00.
Call 1-800-SKI-NUBS formore
information.

* Pine Mountain Resort: Thurs-
day day and Thursday night is
buy one get one free (bring a
friend). Night skiing Wednes-
day-Saturday is $12.00. Call 1-
(800) 505-PINE for more
information.

* Schuss Mountain: Special
package-March 20-22, two
night lodging, weekend lift

ticket, day care, all taxes for
$168.00. Call 1-800-952-6390
for more information.

* Tree Tops (Sylvan Resort):
Saturdays and Holidays 4:30
p-m.-9:00 p:m. only $18.00.
Sundays 4:30 p.m.-9:00 p.m.
only $13.00. Call (517) 732-
6711 for more information.

Giants look strong

The National League promises
to be action-packed in '98. With
the addition of the expansion Ari-
zona Diamondbacks in the NL
West and the Milwaukee Brew-
ers move into the Central, the NL
is 16 teams strong—making it dif-
ficult to find any heavy favorites.

However, any discussion of the
NL’s best must begin in the East:
the home of the Braves. Atlanta
boasts the league’s toughest pitch-
ing rotation (Denny Neagle, their
fourth hurler, won 20 games in
*97"), withMaddux and company
all returning. Andres Galarraga
and Walt Weiss were hired to
replace Fred McGriff and Jeff
Blauser—expect strong seasons
from both.With Galarraga, Ryan
Klesko, Javy Lopez and Andruw
Jones surrounding him in the
lineup, Chipper Jones (.295, 21
HR’s, 111 RBI’s, 20 SB’s) could
be looking at an MVP year. If the
Braves’ bullpen canimprove (par-
ticularly Mark Wohlers and his
dismal 3.50 ERA), the Chop Shop
should be tomahawking straight
into the Fall Classic.

Also in the East are the New

York Mets. Although they have
lost Todd Hundley for half the
season due to injury, the Mets are
young, talented and confident—
they should be dangerous this
year. Leading the squad is the
best third baseman no one’s ever
heard of—Edgardo Alfonzo and
the unbelievable Rey Ordonez,
along with the steady John Olerud.
The pitching is okay, but the over-
hyped trio of Paul Wilson, Jason
Isringhausen and Bill Pulsipher
are all coming off surgeries, so
we shall see if any of them pro-
duce. Overall, they have a shot at
the Wild Card, but no division
title this year.

Inthe watered-down Central, it
appears that Houston and St.
Louis will battle for the division
late into the fall. The Astros pos-
sess some of the best individual
talentin the Majors. Sweet swing-
ing Jeff Bagwell is coming off a
43 HR, 135 RBI and 31 SB sea-
son and can easily improve upon
those numbers. Fellow Killer B’s
Craig Biggio (.309, 22 HR’s, 81
RBI’s, 47 SB’s, 146 Runs!) and
Derek Bell welcome the arrival

in National League

of a “Killer A,” former Marlin
Moises Alou, who should help
tremendously batting behind
Bagwell. The loss of Darryl Kile
to Colorado hurts the pitching,
but there isn’t a reliever in the
league as scary as lefty Billy
Wagner, who struck outan amaz-
ing 106 batters in 66.1 innings!
The Astros should win about 85-
90 games, which should be
enough to win the Central-unless
Tony LaRussa and his Cardinal’s
have any to say about it.

Super slugger Mark McGwire
(58 HR’s in ’97) has adjusted just
fine to NL pitching—give him a
full, healthy season and Maris’s
record of 61 homers could easily
be broken. Ron Gant and Brian
Jordan must bounce back from
sub-par ‘97 seasons in order for
the Cards tocontend. Withaman-
ager like LaRussa, continued im-
provement of pitchers Alan
Benes, Matt Morris and Todd
Stottlemyre and some luck, the
Cardinals could be singing a
happy tune come September.

The NL West will probably
shape up as the most competitive

To receive a copy of the Summer Course Schedule and
information on registering for classes, contact our
Admissions Office by calling (517) 790-4200; or by e-mail
at adm@svsu.edu. Also, the Summer Course Schedule
and course descriptions can be accessed on our

homepage at www.svsu.edu.

Gettmg your degree just got faster!

Regrstrahon for spring classes begins Apni 28.

Spring classes begin May 11

Summer olasses beg;

division in the Major Leagues in-
'98. The San Francisco Giants
will have a very tough time de-
fending their crowns against the
Colorado Rockies, Los Angeles
Dodgers and San Diego Padres.
Too tough to pick a favorite here,
but since the Giants are my favor-
ite team I think the boys from the
Bay deserve a deeper look.

The Giants shocked all of base-
ball when they went from worst
to first in 97, but this year, they
won’t have the advantage of sur-
prise on their side. What they do
have is Superman and Mr. Kent—
Barry Bonds and Jeff Kent—both
must play fundamental roles in
the success of the Giants this sea-
son. Bonds had an “off-year” by
his standards, hitting “only” 40
homers and stealing “only” 37
bases. But he’s happy with the
team for the first time since 1993,
when he signed with SF and won
his third MVP award. Kent, J.T.
Snow, Shawn Estes and newcom-
ers Orel Hershiser and Robb Nen
havetoatleastreplicatelastyear’s
numbers for the G-men to finish
atop the NL West.
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GOP looks to states for future leadership

By Shannon Casey
Staff Reporter

As the presidential election of
2000 draws closer, Republicans
wonder who will lead the fight
against the ultra-liberal Al Gore.
Forthe firsttime in over adecade,
the Republicans do not have an
obvious presidential candidate.

In 1996, the media had been
talking about Senator Bob Dole
(R-Kan.) as a Clinton challenger
since the Republican mandate of
1994 In 1988 and 1992, George
Bushrode into the nomination on
President Ronald Reagan’s ex-
tended coattails. The Republicans
knew in 1976, after his speech to
the convention, that they would
support Reagan forthe 1980 presi-
dential bid.

Now the GOP faces adilemma:
who will lead the conservative
movement into the next century?
There are plenty of competent
and electable individuals, but no
star.

The Republican leadership in
Washington, D.C. disappoints
even the most adamant Republi-
cans. Many Americans cannot
get past the problems between
the House leadership and its mem-
bers, such as the failed coup at-
tempt to oust Speaker Newt
Gingrich (R-Ga.).

Worse than the lack of unity in
the GOP is the lack of leadership.
Time and time again, the Repub-
lican leadership has changed its
stance onan issue to appease pub-
lic opinion. President Clinton has
had little problems promoting his
liberal agenda becauseif he crows
long enough, Gingrich and Sen-
ate Majority Leader Trent Lott
(R-Miss.) will come around.

Most recently, Lott has called
forIndependent Counsel Kenneth
Starr to prematurely conclude his
investigation against the presi-
dent. Lott’s plea for public ap-
proval disappoints millions of
Americans who want to get to the
truth.

The 1994 Republican revolu-
tion has come to a standstill be-
cause its leaders are so afraid of
going down the wrong path, they
wait for leadership from the
Democratic president. Conserva-
tives want leadership and in the
absence of genuine leadership,
they will follow anyone who steps
up. Unfortunately the only one
stepping up is President Clinton.
This explains why his approval
ratings refuse to drop.

If the Republicans are going to
retake the White House in 2000
and maintain their majority in
both houses of Congress, they
need to rally behind a strong
leader. Since the GOP players on
the national scene are hiding, con-
servatives must look past Wash-
ington, D.C. for its direction.

To defeat Gore in 2000, Re-
publicans need to find an out-
sider. This outsider will have to
come from the states or the pri-
vate sector.

‘Elizabeth Dole or Steve Forbes

would both be good leaders, but
being from the private sector,
neither have arecord to run on. A
more feasible choice would be
one of the many popular Repub-
lican governors.

Michigan’s John Engler and

THE 6.0.P. NEEDS & STRONG

Wisconsin’s Tommy Thompson
may need to push their local suc-
cess stories to the national scene.
If the United States can accom-
plish as much as Michigan and
Wisconsin in terms of welfare
reform and economic prosperity,

CANDIDATE FoR PRESIDENT IN

20006,

WITH CLINTON’S HIGH

pPPROVAL RATING, WE NeeD
SOMEONE WHO [oOKRS AND ATTS JusT
LIKE HiM To Run...

Sports Uncovered by Tim Caister

the country would be a better
place. Thompsonand Englermay
be well known in the Midwest,
but they both lack national name
recognition.

The only Republican outside
of Washington, D.C. witharecord

So T &oT uUs

and with national name recogni-
tion may be Texas Governor
George W. Bush. Best of luck to
the governor because itlooks as if
he will be leading the Republican
Party into the twenty-first cen-
tury.

JOHN TRAVOLT &,
FROM PRIMARY COLORS !

NCAA Men’s basketball tourney awards

Off the top of my head. . .
NCAA tourney awards.

After the first weekend of the
1998 NCAA basketball tourna-
ment, it is time to hand out a
couple of awards for some of the
performances (or lack of).

The most expensive game
award: Bobby Knight, coach of
the Indiana Hoosiers. Knight
opted to pay a $10,000 fine to the
Big Ten Conference instead of
sitting out the first game of the
tournament for his altercation
with the referees in the last regu-
lar season conference game. It
paid off—literally. The Hoosiers
needed Knight to defeat Okla-
homa in overtime.

The teams who deserve to be
there award: Western Michigan,
Florida State, University of De-
troit-Mercy, West Virginia,
Washington and Miami. None of
these teamsreceived an automatic
bid to the tourney, but have made
their presence known. The Bron-
cos of Western Michigan beat
Clemson,aNo. 4 seed. The Bron-
cos were supposed to be snubbed
by the committee because Mid-
American Conference regular
season champs, Ball State,
seemed to be in. Another team

who was notsupposed to be there,
the Washington Huskies, beat
Xavier, a No. 6 seed. How about
Detroit? This at-large team beat
the St. John’s Redmen from the
Big East Conference. These teams
definitely have made the tourna-
ment more exciting.

The team who didnot deserve a
bidaward: Syracuse. Please, Iona
and New Mexico? The Orange-
men are an example of a team
who got in the tournament on
their name and conference, not
strength.

Teams who do notdeserve their
seeding: Cincinnati and Purdue.
You have heard this argument
before. Who wants to try to argue
for Cincinnati’s No. 2 seed? I
thought so. How about those
Mountaineers?

Hats off award: Valparaiso,
Western Michigan, Detroit, Illi-
nois State, West Virginia, Wash-
ington, Richmond, Princeton,
Iona and Saint Louis. This award
is presented tomost of those teams
who come from smaller confer-
ences and played or is still play-
ing wonderfully in the tourna-
ment. Congratulations to
Valparaiso for making it to the
Sweet Sixteen. The Spiders of

T R T e e e S S e

Richmond still continue their
upset ways. First, Syracuse a few
years back as a No. 15 seed and
now beating South Carolina as a
No. 14 seed. Finally, Iona de-
served to beat Syracuse. The
Orangemen should not have been
in the tournamentin the first place.

The over-rated tourney team
award: South Carolina. For two
years straight, the Gamecocks
have lost to teams they should
have beaten. One year it is the
College of Charleston, the nextis
Richmond—who is going to be

Duke, North Carolina and Ari-
zona. Well, I was wrong. Kansas,
onceagain, choked in tournament
play.

Final thoughts.

This year’s tournament has al-
ready provided some great games.
Teams that were not even sup-
posed to be there are advancing to
the Sweet Sixteen. This is what a
tournament is all about. Let some
of the top ranked teams lose, the
tournament would get extremely
boring and predictable if there
was not some Surprises.

next year?
Open
mouth, in-
sert foot lzza
award:
Me. Dur- -
ing this sa m
past year, [
have .bf:en e
continu-
ally stating or carry out
that the fi- Call 463- 3881 or 463-3910
nal four R
;Veg n‘;téld Mon. - Thur. 3 p.m. to 1 a.m.
. 7 Fri. 3 p.m. to 2 a.m.
lnclyge s Sat. Noon to 1 a.m.
lopifour Sun. Noon to 1 a.m.
teams: :
Kansas, 104 East Superior, Alma
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demic Center and through the
halls of Tyler-VanDusen Cam-
pus center, it is impossible to
ignore the many posters and
flyers that cover the walls. It
seems that these days, every
group is devoted to providing
activities and programs to the
entire campus to enhance our
campus education. While this
is a noble pursuit, the problem
is that it is evident that the
desire to provide programs is
also hindering our abilities to
participate.

Quite frankly, the trend to
provide many activities by
every group Oncampusis over-
whelming and unnecessary. It
1s admirable for groups like
BACCHUS,the Residence
Hall staffs and for Greek orga-
nizations to provide informa-
tion on potential dangers of

Staff Editorial =
Overprogramming dilutes message

OPINION

March 17, 1998

drinking alcohol, but each hall
and each group does not need to
present a program individually.
Encouraging the campus to at-
tend five programs each year to
learn about alcohol loses the
power of the message—especially
when the message is almost al-
ways the same. Withlimited cam-
pus resources the programs pro-
vided all say the same thing.

Imagine what could be done if
the many campus groups with
similar interests worked together
to provide a single program for
the campus. If all of the halls
worked together with the Greeks
and agroup like BACCHUS,; they
could have one great presentation
that many may attend—not sev-
eral weak programs that attract
little more than the members of
that group.

Look at the success of Party for
Eternity, the party sponsored by
Fellowship of Christian Athletes,
Chi Alpha and Trinity Bible Fel-
lowship—three groups with simi-
lar interests combined their ef-

forts to provide an activity for the
campus and had success in both
achieving their aim and having
large participation. It is hard to
believe that there would have been
suchanimpact with three smaller,
disjointed parties.

Overprogramming on this cam-
pus creates a problem. Again, the
desire to expand our educations
with education provided by our
peers is a nice idea, but we are
gradually approaching a point
where these extra campus pro-
grams are a distraction from our
classroom goals.

The French and Spanish houses,
like Resident Assistants and
Greek organizations who seek any
distinction for their efforts, are
required to provide programs for
the campus.

In turn, students of French and
Spanish are required to attend
these extra programs to “supple-
ment” their education.

Similarly when the Business
Club sponsors activities, some
business students are “strongly

encouraged” to attend. Out-
side activities are slowly los-
ing their purpose of provid-
ing experience and education ||
outside the classroom and be-
coming mandatory activities
for students to provide and
attend. Itis sad to imagine a
day whenstudents attend only
what is required for class, but
when so much outside par-
ticipation is required or “en-
couraged,” we may soon be
approaching a day when time
restrictions allow us to only
attend those campus activi-
ties which we must.
Students constantly com-
plain aboutnothavingenough
time to do things on campus.
If campus organizations de-
cided thateducating our peers
was the true goal, then maybe
we would have fewer groups
putting on their individual
activities and we could work
together.We might have
fewer activities, but they
would be better activities.

Austin promises new vision for Secretary of State

By Daniel Scripps
Freelance Writer

Four years ago, Michigan vot-
ers elected Candice Miller to the
position of Secretary of State.
Running on a platform of intro-
ducing technology to the office
of Secretary of State and some-
one who would carry out the du-
ties of the office in a non-partisan
manner, her promises appealed
to many people in both parties.
Four years later, however,
Miller’s promises remain unfilled,
as taxpayer money that was sup-
posed to be spent last year on a
statewide computer voter file re-
mains in limbo and Michigan
voters have seen the most overtly
partisan Secretary of State in
memory.

In contrast, four weeks ago,
John Austin, an individual from
Fenton who has transformed the
Genesee County Road Commis-

sion and who promises to fulfill
the mandate of Michigan voters
as our next Secretary of State,
formed a Youth Advisory Coun-
cil. With over 40 people present,
Austin laid out his philosophy of
the Secretary of State as a “Gate-
way to Government,” and brought
in the voices of those in atten-
dance to help articulate the de-
tails of this philosophy.

Some of the issues the Youth
Advisory Council discussed in-
cluded expanding citizens’ ac-
cess to state government, elimi-
nating illegal photo-ID voting
laws, increasing the number of
registered voters, working to re-
form the current campaign finance
system and improving the state of
Michigan’s roads.

Miller’srecord on each of these
issues provides Austin with plenty
of room for improvement in the
position.

Miller supported the unconsti-

tutional law passed by the Michi-
gan Legislature requiring a photo-
ID to vote; she spent millions of
Michigan dollars fighting the
implementation of federal law to
register more voters and she held
out on voting reforms such as
vote-by-mail initiatives that
promise to increase voter partici-
pation at a lower cost to govern-
ment.

All of this came from the
woman who serves as Michigan’s
chief elections official.

While an election year advo-
cate of campaign finance reform,
Miller used her tenure to open
special campaign finance breaks
for friendly political action com-
mittees and worked tirelessly to
avoidindividual contribution lim-
its to her own campaign.

Where Miller stands as the em-
bodiment of politics-as-usual,
Austin epitomizes the broad-
based, grassroots support Michi-

gan needs to see in the next Sec-
retary of State. His campaign
will be waged with the idealism
of youth, the ideas of the in-
formed and the integrity and
leadership of the individual.

Inadramatic contrastto either
a big money campaign or a
highly-political, and inherently
partisan, campaign, Austin
brings in the voices of all Michi-
gan citizens and serves as the
clear choice for true reform in a
statewide office desperately in
need of fixing.

A vote for Austin for the next
Michigan Secretary of State, ei-
ther in the August Democratic
primary or the November gen-
eral election, gives Michigan
voters the opportunity to elect
someone who is in tune with the
ideas of Michigan citizens, the
interests of Michigan citizens
and the mandate of Michigan
citizens.

Kenneth Starr does not deserve political attacks

By Shannon Casey
Staff Reporter

Congressintended the Indepen-
dent Counsel Act of 1978 to take
the politics out of investigating
the president. Apparently, politi-
cians in Washington, D.C. do not
understand this concept.

The White House has launched
amassive smear campaign against
Independent Counsel Kenneth
Starr. First Lady Hillary Clinton
even accused Kenneth of being a
member of a vast rightwing con-
spiracy.

Democrats are notthe only ones
interfering with Starr’s investi-
gation. Senate Majority Leader
Trent Lott (R-Miss.) recently
joined the White House in urging

Starr to end the investigation.
Lott’s comments were nothing
more than an attempt to capital-
ize on the popularity of Starr-
bashing.

Lott and the White House need
to keep quiet and let Starr do his
job. If Starr was notdoing his job,
Attorney General Janet Reno
could appoint a new investigator.
As a matter of fact, President
Clinton has the authority to order
Reno to appoint a new investiga-
tor.

Four former Attorneys Gen-
eral, Griffin Bell, Edwin Meese,
Richard Thornburgh and Will-

iam Barr, recently issued a joint
statement to express their con-
cern over the attacks on Starr.
The former Attorneys General

wrote, “‘we are concerned that the
severity of the attacks on Inde-
pendent Counsel Kenneth Starr
and his office by high-level gov-
ernment officials...appear to have
the improper purpose of influ-
encing and impeding an ongoing
criminal investigation.”

Many in the media refer to
Starr’s three-year, $26 million in-
vestigation as prolonged, unsuc-
cessful and unprecedented.

Nothing could be farther from
the truth. Iran-Contra Indepen-
dent Counsel Lawrence Walsh
spent seven years and between
$50 and $100 million to investi-
gate President Reagan and his
staff.

Walsh’sinvestigationincluded
only one matter, while Starr has

investigated five separate
Clinton scandals. Starr’s inves-
tigation is the second most suc-
cessful investigation in terms of
rate of convictions and plea
agreements in the history of the
Independent Counsel Act.

Starr has successfully pros-
ecuted Arkansas Governor Jim
Guy Tucker, Associate Attor-
ney General Webster Hubbell
and the Clinton’s Whitewater
business partners—James and
Susan McDougal for stealing
from the public.

The public has aright to know
the truth. The truth can only be
found if Starris able to complete
his investigation without having
to experience political attacks
from elected politicians.
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