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World News

‘Clinton Honors S. Africa Hero

President and Hillary Clinton planted
a tree on Saturday to honor a boy killed
by police in a 1976 uprising against
apartheid. Hector Peterson was killed in
ademonstration that was widely consid-
‘ered the beginning of the end of the era
of white minorty rule,

Hewlett Packard To Invest in S. Ko-
rea

'U.S. computer maker Hewlett Packard
said it plans to invest $250 million in
South Korea this year, including offer-
ing loans to South Korean customers.
HP’s chairman made the commitment
during a meeting with President Kim
Dae-Jung, who has-sought foreign in-
vestment to help restore the country’s
‘economy. Hewlet Packard plans to ex-
pand production, open a financing firm
that will offer the loans, and spend be-
_Vtween $800 million and $100million on
: headquarters for 3ts Soul.h Korcan

'Hutus Charged in UN. Killings
SixHutu rebels have been chargedin

‘near Cyangu gu, on the Congo border. A
UN spokesman said the rebels were
captured m'February 1997. Thousands
~of people have been killed in rebel at-
tacksand army re i 'als smcc the return

th kﬂlmgs lastyear of four U.N. human
‘rights monitors, according to broadcast.
:reports The ‘monitors were ambushed

Serving Alma College since 1907

Pre-Orientation introduces
Class of 2002 to campus

By Sara Bickler
Staff Reporter

It’s that time of year again for high
school seniors to make their final deci-
sions as to what college to attend. Last
Saturday, Alma College hosted pre-orien-
tation for its future first-year students.

The program started with a speech from
Alan Stone, president of Alma College.
Senior Dan Scripps and Murry Borello,
instructor of geology also addressed the
future students. The speeches were fol-
lowed by workshops with orientation com-
mittee members (O.C.s).

In the workshops the students talked
with each other and had the opportunity to
ask questions. O.C. Christina McGrain
(99) said, “It was really neat talking to the
students. They got to ask-questions that
they wouldn’t ask in front of their parents
and just talk. It was a great way for them to
find out what they really wanted to know.”

Future students seemed to really appre-
ciate the workshops. Lindsey Omstead, a
high school senior said, “I liked meeting
all of the new people. It was nice seeing all
the new faces and future classmates.”

Many of the students took tours of cam-
pusand some ate in Hamilton Commons to
help further the college experience.

After lunch the students were able to
register for Preterm courses. Several pro-
fessors were on hand to explain the classes
being offered.

Students who took the classes last year
were also there to talk about the classes
and answer questions.

Several student organizations had booths
at pre-orientation as well, containing in-
formation and pictures. The student orga-

T

Issue 22

Karin Grimnes, chair and associate professor of biology, speaks to a group of incom-
ing students and their parents about her Preterm class. Incoming students were able
to preregister for their Preterm class during pre-orientation. Photo by Beth Rosenow.

nizations had a good showing at pre-orien-
tation, signing students up and getting
them interested in various activities avail-
able on campus.

Some organizations took unique mea-
sures to draw attention to their groups. The
AlmaYoung Democrats printed up a news-
paper titled “The Alma Young Democrat”
with stories about their past and future
activities on campus. They also showed a
documentary on the speeches of president
John F. Kennedy.  The College Republi-
cans held a computer animated slide show
with cartoons and information about their

group. They also gave out suckers with
propaganda taped to the sticks.

Future students were able to wander
around, talking to administrators, students
and future students alike. Future student
Nikki Canvte said, “It was nice that they
tried to cover every aspect of student life
while we were here.”

Overall pre-orientation was successful
in exposing students to the Alma campus.
“Pre-orientation is an interesting way for
students to become comfortable with the
Alma College atmosphere and to make the
transition alittle biteasier,” said McGrain.

Chemlstry Club hosts Science Blowout

By Cheryl Lenard
Staff Reporter

Several Alma College student organiza-
tions united once again last Friday for
another successful Science Blowout, an
educational fair geared at area elementary
and middle school students.

Senior Felicia Farr, the future genera-
tions: chair for the Chemistry Club ex-
plained that the club organized the event
and invited other groups such as Beta Beta
Betaand Students United for Nature (SUN)
to join them as in years past.

The group usually hosts two Science
Blowouts a year, one at the end of fall term

and another in the spring. However, due to

more work with the public schools this
year than has been done in years past, the
spring Science Blowout was the only one
hosted at the college this year.

To entertain and educate the young stu-
dents the Chemistry Club had the largest

show at the blowout which included nine
large demonstration experiments includ-
ing items which blew up, changed color or
made noises.

Inaddition, they offered ahands-onroom
which included slime and invisible ink.
Associate Professor of Chemistry Scott
Hill made balloon animals in the Dow
Lobby.

The biochemistry and biology depart-
ments showed their fun side of science as
well by using computer programs to show
molecules up close and getting out the
snakes, respectively. Beta Beta Beta, the
biology honor society, also did an activity
dealing with forensic science.

The planetarium was open to the public
as well. Astronomers who work with the
Regional Educational School District
(RESD) in Ithaca did shows for the stu-
dents in the planetarium.

SUN and the education department
hosted hands-on activities such as making

homemade pine cone birdfeeders and read-
ing entertaining stories about science.

The Exercise and Health Science hu-
man performance lab was available to the
Blowout students for first time as they
learned about some of the equipment in
the lab and health issues facing young
people.

The Blowout gave the students three
hours of science fun, and according to
Farr, “there was a decent turnout.” She
explained that the turnout was not as much
as has been in years past, but attributed
this to area schools’ spring breaks which
meant that people were out of town.

The Chemistry Club is already begin-
ning preparations for a Science Blowout
in the fall and anyone is welcome to help,
according to Farr.

Interested students are welcome to at-
tend the chemistry club meetings on Mon-
day nights at 10 p.m. in the Dow Lobby for
more information.
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Health care forum educates students

By Kari St.Bernard
Freelance Writer

“Health Care In The United
States” was the topic for the EHS
Honor Society talk presented last
Monday night.

Edward Lorenz, professor of
history and political science, pre-
sented information on the legal
aspects, Aaron Munderloh, a 1993
Alma graduate and area physical
therapist, touched on the profes-
sional aspects, and Nicholas
Dixon, chair and associate pro-
fessor of philosophy, commented
on ethical aspects of the United
States’ current health care status.

Rick Brands (99), president of
EHS Honor Society commented,

“The idea to bring speakers in on
health care came up at an EHS
Honor Society meeting. We
thought it might be a good issue
to talk about because there are a
lot of students here that are inter-
ested inmedicine, and health care
is an issue that’s not really cov-
ered here in a lot of classes.”
Lorenz opened the event by
talking about what our health care
is comprised of; the patient, pro-
vider, payer, insurer and the sup-
plier. This make-up used to be
controlled by the provider health

care professional and the patient.
Today health care is in the hands
of the insurer (generally the in-
surance company or HMO), and
the payer, which in most cases is
the employer. :

“The cost of health care has
been soaring in the last 20 years
or so,” stated Lorenz.

While health care costs are
much greater in the U.S. than
other industrial countries by 3 to
4 percent, the life expectancy here
is much lower.

“Basically what [the managed
care system] isasking youtodois
to cut the cost of what your doing
but provide the same or better
care,” stated Munderloh.

According to Munderloh the
U.S. health care system is mov-
ing towards more care for less,
comprised of fewer visits at a
lower cost per visit, and it is also
forcing the health care provider
to keep up on things within their
field. Another consequence of
managed care is the increase in
lower-paid employees like phy-
sician assistants.

These changes have made it
hard to run a private practice,
because providers are looking for
a company that can provide ser-
vices for more people at a lower

price. At the same time, it places
more accountability on the care
giver for the quality of care they
are giving, and has encouraged
the amount and intensity of re-
search done on outcome studies.

Munderloh closed by saying,
“It’s very difficult sometimes to
say I'm sorry but if you want to
continue your therapy your going
to have to decide how you want
go about setting up a treatment
plan. We all want to be good
people and say well we can just
treat you for free, but as much as
I'd like to do that my employer
says I can’t.”

Dixon expanded on the man-
aged care system by explaining
the alternative Fee for Service
(FES) that we are currently mov-
ing away from.

“Managed care 1s designed to
save money,” said Dixon. Where
FFES requires people to pay a lot
more money for their health care.
Today people are opting for pay-
ing smaller fees that limit the
medical care allowed.

There are 41 million people in
the U.S. that are uninsured, and
many more are underinsured.
Therefore, our current health care
system is not working.

According to Dixon, an option

Edward ren rofeor of history and political science addresses

the audience at the health care forum. The forum was put on by the
exercise and health science honorary society. Photo by Derek Warner.

to provide more people with
health care is to ration. There are
two forms of rationing — hard and
soft. Currently our health care
system is based on soft rationing
where health care goes to the
people who can afford it.

“In our society we do not have
the means to meet every health
care need,” stated Dixon. There-
fore we need an alternative, per-
haps by hard rationing based on
the principles of justice and eq-
uity.

One such example of hard ra-
tioning is age-based rationing in
which everyone receives health
care up to a certain age. With this
system everyone is treated the
same, and has the same chance of
making it to old age.

The hour long session ended
with a question and answer pe-
riod.

Brands thought the event went
really well, and commented, “Ev-
eryone I’ve talked to said they got
something out of it.”

Arkansas community grieves the loss of students, teacher

By Sara Bickler
Staff Reporter

One week later, a small Arkan-
sas community is still in shock,
trying to come to grips with the
devastating massacre that oc-
curred at a middle school on
March 24. Thirteen-year-old
Mitchell Johnson, who orches-
trated the plan, and 11-year-old
Andrew Golden killed five people
and injured 11 others in
Jonesboro, Ark. last Tuesday.

Four female students and a
pregnant teacher who dove to pro-
tect a student are dead.

Thisacthas left the community
of Jonesboro in shock.

In an interview with the Asso-

.nauonal Ieadershlp honoraiy,
chooses one non-OAK mem- Tech

ber of the Alma College com-

- munity who exemphﬁes" ut-
standmgquahnesof]eadersh:p
This week, OAK has chosen to
honor senior Beth Knapp :

- | Knapp is currently the co-
editor of The Almanian and a
member of Aipha Gamma
Delta sorority, having served
-as vice president-operations
and ritual coordinator for that
group; She is also amember of
Gamma Delta Alpha, the
women’s honorary. :
Asachemistry major, Knapp

. is involved in student-faculty
research and is a tutor and a
teaching asssistant for that de-

i

partment. She plans onattend-

'; her teuure

ciated Press, 11-year-old Amber
Vanoven said, “I saw my best
friend Natalie Brooks get killed.
She was shot in the head twice.”
Several police officials were
weeping at the scene on Tuesday.
“I’ve been in this for a long
time. This is the worse thing I
haveeverseen,” said Sheriff Dale
Haas in a press conference.
Itappears that the two boys’ act
was premeditated. Both dressed
in head-to-toe camouflage. They
loaded Johnson’s parents’ van
with guns stolen from Golden’s
grandfather and drove to the
school. Golden admits to setting
off the middle school’s fire alarm.
According to police reports, as
the students exited the building

L believe that the campus
newspaperon any college cam- i
~ pus provides a forum for stu-
dent discussion. That is the
philosphy that I have tried to
bring to The Almaman 7 Bef‘_ 2

‘ cause of her desne to share her_f ¢

 philosophies and her giftasa
leader, OAK is ptol.ld to honor.
Knapp as this week’s OAK -
leader of the week. :

Johnson opened fire.

Inan AP pressrelease 13-year-
old Joshua Reynolds said of
Johnson, “He told a bunch of
people that he was going to kill
them. I didn’t think he would do
(i

Johnson and Golden were
standingless than 100 yards from
the school during the shooting.
Afterwards, they fled throughout
the woods and were soon picked
up by the police.

Now the two sit in jail waiting
to face the consequences for their
crimes.

There have been five multiple
killings in schools during the last
six months. In Stamps, Ark. in

December a boy shot and injured

two students. In Kentucky, a stu-
dent opened fire on aschool prayer
group. In Mississippi, a 16-year-
old stabbed his ex-girlfriend’s
mother and then drove to his
school shooting nine people.
Some are wondering if the boys
were copying the headlines or if
these acts are a continuing trend
in our society.

Regardless, these two boys are
being held in custody and the
country is left to try and figure out
what went wrong.

Under Arkansas law a juvenile
must be 14 in order to be tried as
an adult, regardless of the crime.
Therefore, the boys could be con-
victed on all charges and would
still have to be reeased by their

18th birthdays.

Many people in Jonesboro are
arguing for much tougher penal-
ties.

Some Arkansas state legisla-
tors are already trying to bring
this about. They have started
working onlegislation for tougher
penalties for juveniles. Even if
this legislation-is passed it will
not affect Johnson and Golden.

Attorney General Janet Reno
tried to find a way to charge the
two under federal law, and if pos-
sible, Johnson as an adult. The
penalties under federal law would
be stiffer, but there were no
grounds to charge them under
federal law and thatidea was even-
tually scraped.

Casual Dining, Spirits
& Billiards
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Friday nights (through April 24)

319 North State Street

The *3-B” Special: .= Vg

*Burger basket for just ¢4.95!
(includes burger & fries)
*2-for-1 Billiards
_oBeer specials

=
/\%
¢
c
¢
C
(7

Gy
=

(o
7_,‘/-—-\

LIVE Jazz
< Musie

(517) 463-5300 :

S,
P

==

2
==l




The Almanian

March 31, 1998

NEWS

3

AITH hosts first mtenshlp night

By Rhonda Smith
Staff Reporter

On Monday, March 23, the
communication honorary Lam-
bda Pi Eta (AITH) sponsored its
first Internship Night. The night
consisted of a panel of students
who shared their internship expe-
riences and answered students’
questions. :

According toLindsey Calcatera
(98), president of AITH, the idea
for Internship Night was firstsug-
gested by the faculty of the com-
munication department.

After a few years of hearing
this suggestion AITH finally had
someone willing to plan the event.
This person was Calcatera.

Calcatera said that last year
there just was not enough time to
sponsor Internship Night. How-
ever, this year, AIlH’s faculty
advisor, JoAnne Gilbert, assis-
tant professor of communication,

wanted the honorary to present at
least one major event per semes-
ter. Calcatera would like to see
the program continued. “Thope it
continues to beadopted,” she said.

The honorary picked intern-
ships as the topic for the forum
because they believe internships
are important to learning. Com-
munication students are also re~
quired to take part in at least one
internship.

They wanted to inform the au-
dience of what kinds of intern-
ships are available.

Therefore, they assembled a
panel of students with internship
or student teaching experience to
inform the audience of how each
individual obtained their intern-
ship, how specific internship pro-
grams work and to answer further
questions.

The panel included students
who had participated in intern-
ship programs in such places as

Chicago, Washington D.C. and
Philadelphia. Students who spoke
were Calcatera, Missy Crossnoe
(99), Dan Wilson (98), Tom
Jewett(98), Sarah Dempsey (99),
Katie Mitzner (98) and Mary Hess
(98).

Wilson spoke to the audience
about his student teaching expe-
rience in St. Louis. He commented
that his discussion was a little
different from the others since it
concerned student teaching, but
they both offer similar experi-
ences.

“I thought Internship Night
went well. I wish more people
had been there because there was
valuable information there,” he
said.

Calcateraalso was disappointed
in the turnout although the shar-
ing of experiences was good.

“Itwas good to hear everyone’s
experience and what they learned.
We got alot of different informa-

Tom Jewett (98), KatleMllzner (98 ), Dan thson (98), Mary Hess (98),
Sarah Dempsey (99), Lindsay Calcatera (98) and Missy Crossnoe (99)
present to a group of students. Photo by Derek Warner.

tion out about the different pro-
grams and had a good discussion
afterwards,” she said.

Wilson also commented on the

discussion. “I thought all the
speakers did really well and it
was pretty well organized,” he
said.

Ecken offers new way of looking at body image

By Amanda Long
Freelance Writer

“We’re here to live and enjoy
life, not to worry about how we
look.”

These words were spoken by
Lou Ecken last Tuesday evening
during a presentation given about
body image in the Newberry Hall
lobby.

The presentation, entitled

“SomeBody to Love: What is
Really on the Other Side of the
Mirror?” focused on body im-
ages: what they are, where they
come from and what we can do
about their negative effects.

Ecken, an Alma College
alumna and a graduate of the
University of Michigan School
of Public Health, began the pre-
sentation by having the audience
visualize the perfect male and
female bodies as well as the per-
fect hair; skin, and eye color.
Afterwards Eckenasked two very
important questions. “Is it fea-
sible?” and “Isit worthit?.” Ques-
tions we must answer for our-
selves.

According to Ecken, how we

feel about our bodies affects the
rest of our lives. It can affect
everything from ourrelationships
to our academics.
Alma alumna Lou Ecken and
senior Katie Rodgers pose for a
picture before Ecken’s presen-
tation on body image. Photo by
Derek Warner.
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Where does this negative im-
age come from? The media plays
a large role in how we feel about
our bodies. Advertisements por-
traying tall, extremely thin
women skew our perception of
what is feasible—and what is not.

“It’s impossible no matter how
much we diet,” stated Ecken “It’s
impossible.”

However, there are other fac-
tors which determine how we feel
about our bodies: peers, team-
mates, boyfriends and girlfriends,
gender, sexual orientation and our
culture all play an important role
in what our body image is.

What then, do we do about a
negative body image?

Ecken suggests many things,
including reading favorite Bible
verses or quotes which help to
reassure us, dressing to empha-
size our positive features and re-
minding ourselves that we dohave
positive traits. “The positives are
what we need to keep,” Ecken
reminded the audience.

To emphasize her point, the

audience members were asked to
make two lists: one of positive
traits and one of negative traits.
Overwhelmingly, the “negatives”
list was by far larger than the
“positives” list.

Later in the presentation ev-
eryone was asked to tear up their
list of negatives traits, symboliz-
ing the shedding of bad ideas
about our body image.

Inadditionto changing ourown
attitudes about our bodies, other
suggestions were given to help
overcome a negative body im-
age.

Writing letters to and boycott-
ing magazines which use ex-
tremely thin models was sug-
gested by Ecken.

Before closing with a poem by
Nadine Star, Ecken gave the au-
dience some parting words of
wisdom about our body images
and our life.

“You have the choice of how
to perceive things. Only we can
determine our body images and
how they affect us.”

Almanian

Is hiring for the 1998-99 school year

Positions available:

Managing editor
News editorL i
Feature editcln1 x
Sports edltor
Assistant sports editor
Opinon editor
Staff reporter (7)
Copy editor (2)
Photo editor
Photo staff

pp icati

Editorial cartoonist
' Layout editor (2)
' Business manager
Distribution manager
Advertising manager
Assistant advertising
manager
Online editor (2)
Office manager

sear ble at the Almaiidir oltice in
ewberry basement and mustbe returned by April 3.1998.
For more information call Missy Crossnoe at x7883.
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Kl wins Female Feud

By Tonya Schafer
Freelance Writer

What are the ten worst foods
served in Hamilton Commons?
What are the ten best things to do
in Alma on a Saturday night?
These are highly debatable ques-

tions and when asked, ten Alma_

College students will give ten dif-
ferent answers.

Last Tuesday, however, six
teams found themselves in the
difficult position of sorting
through the many possible re-
sponses to these and similar ques-
tions and determining which
would be given most often by
their peers.

The students were participat-
ing in the Panhellenic-sponsored
Female Feud.

The winner was Kappa Iota.
The sorority received $150, which
was donated toward its pledge
fee.

Held in the Tyler-Van Dusen
student center, the Female Feud
was based on the popular game
show The Family Feud. Teams
representing the five sororities
-and the Panhel participated in the
friendly competition.

Questions and answers for the
game were obtained from sur-
veys passed out to both male and
female dorm residents earlier this
semester.

Each team, composed of five
members, squared off against an
opponent and tried to decide on
the most popular answers to vari-
ous questions from the survey.

The winner was, of course, the

team that successfully produced
the greater number of most com-
mon replies.

Losing teams were eliminated
until, finally, the two teams with
the highest point totals remained.
These were paired up and placed
againsteachotherin a final match
to determine the winner.

While the monetary rewards
were a definite plus, participants
in the Female Feud enjoyed the
event for other reasons. In addi-
tion to providing a greater aware-
ness of opinions on campus, the
feud allowed for a night of female
bonding.

Tiffany Brown (00), a partici-
pant, testified to perhaps the most
important purpose of the night.
“[The competition] was great. I
really had a lot of fun,” she said.

i

The Panhel team comprised of Rachel Przeawski (00), Anne

Galsterer (98) and J.J. Klimkiewicz wait for the next question dur-
ing Female Feud. Photo by Derek Warner.

Alma Winds, Kiltie Band display musical variety

By Tom Glegola
Staff Reporter

The Alma College Kiltie
Marching Band continued its 75-
year tradition with a performance
Thursday at the Heritage Center’s
Presbyterian Hall. The Kiltie
Band, along with the Alma Winds,
an offshoot of the Kiltie Band,
played nine pieces plus an en-
core.

The Alma Winds began with a
rendition of “Danny Boy,” called
“Irish Tunes from the Country
Derry,” composed by Percy
Grainger. The next piece per-
formed was the upbeat and comi-

Trietley, Miller lead forum

By Rhonda Smith
Staff Reporter

A week agotoday an attempt to

break stereotypes about gays, les-
bians and bisexuals was spon-
sored by the Bruske Resident
Assistant (RA) staff. The ques-
tion and answer session was led
by Kalindi Trietley, assistantdean
of student development, and se-
nior Brandon Miller.

Trietley told the audience that
she got the idea for this program
when she presented a similar pro-
gram for RAs at another scheol.
Although she knew a lot about
gay, lesbian and bisexual issues,
she felt the program would have
been more informational had
someone with personal experi-
ence with beinghomosexual been
there.

Therefore, when the Bruske RA
staff wished to do a program on
this topic Trietley tried to find an
open homosexual to answer ques-
tions while Trietly facilitated the
conversation.

Miller began the forum by in-
forming the audiencealittle about
his coming-out process. He said
that he had hints about his sexual
orientation while he was a child,
butknew by living in rural Michi-
gan thatit was “wrong” to be gay.

“You kind of learned it’s not
good to be gay,” said Miller.

He said that he was lucky in.a

cal “Shepherd’s Hey.”

The Alma Winds then per-
formed “Waking Angels,” a piece
written by David Gillingham, a
professor at Central Michigan
University. Gillingham com-
posed the songroughly 13 months
ago, influenced by a poem writ-
ten on AIDS. The song was also
influenced by the religious song,
“Softly and Tenderly.”

“It was different from our tra-
ditional repertoire,” said senior
Jennifer Corry, the principal of
the trombone section for the Kiltie
Band.

The winds ensemble concluded
the first half of the program with

way because he was able to es-
cape “conservative, rural” Michi-
gan every couple of weeks to his
father’s house. Miller’s father is
gay as well and at his father’s he
was able to experience an envi-
ronment where his father’s
friends—gay and straight—were
very accepting.

Coming out to his family was a
difficult process. After high
school Miller told his father and
then later his mother and step-
father. “It was incredibly diffi-
cult,” he said.

During his first fall semester
here, Miller slowly came out to
close high school friends: He also
became involved in the Student
Development Center programs
and PRIDE. PRIDE, Miller com-
mented, was more underground
then, but seems to be more open
now.

What helped Miller feel more
comfortable with his friends here
is that they got to know him as a
person first.

“Essential in people becoming
accepting is the people in my hall
knew me first as Brandon before
knowing me as a gay person,”
Miller said.

The question and answer ses-
sion began with Miller asking
how many in the audience—out
ofabout 12—knew ahomosexual.
Everyone there knew at least one
person. Miller remarked that two

“Molly on the Shore,” by Percy
Grainger, another upbeat tune.

The second half of the program
featured the entire Kiltie Band,
including one piece with Instruc-
tor of Trombone and Low Brass
John Christian as the soloist.

The Kiltie Band began with a
rendition of “When Johnny
Comes Marching Home” called
“American Salute,” by Morton
Gould. The Band then played
former Alma professor Frank
Ticheli’s “Cajun Folk Song: Bal-
lad.” This was the first time the
Band performed this piece in a
concert. '

The Band then played a Scot-

tish folk song called “Annie
Laurie,” composed by Arthur
Pryor. Christian performed solo
pieces in this piece.

“Playing with a soloist added
to our concert,” said Corry.
“[Christian] is a very good trom-
bonist.”

The Band then played three
pieces from Robert Russell
Bennett’s “Suite of Old Ameri-
can Dances: Cake Walk,
Schottisch and Western One-
Step.” ]

“[Suite of Dances] was very
exciting, fast pace and uplifting
piece of music. It had a lot of
happiness to it,” said senior

Mailee Woods. “It got [the audi-
ence] excited.”

The Band finished its program
with John Philip Sousa’s “George
Washington Bicentennial.” In an
encore, it played Ticheli’s ver-
sion of “Amazing Grace.”

The performance combined a
broad range of styles, from Irish,
to Scottish Folk, Cajun and
American Patriotic. “Waking
Angels” was a very unique piece
thatcombined various percussion
instruments along with winds.

“The music was more challeng-
ing than in the past,” said Corry,
both because of the composition
of the pieces, and the variety.

on breaking homosexual stereotypes

or three years ago, to an audience
of 30 not even this many would
have raised their hand.

Trietley attributes this tomaybe
more people coming out or the
campusin general becoming more
accepting.

“Campus has become more
accepting, but not totally accept-
ing by any means,” she said.

Questions included whether
Miller’s family discusses his ori-
entation and whether it.was true
that gay males are more effemi-
nate than heterosexual males.

To the first question Miller an-
swered that after everyone knew
not to ask if he had a girlfriend,
they never ask if he has a boy-
friend.

“People are o.k. with the ru-
mor, but when they see some-
thing it’s harder,” he said.

To the second he answered,
“You can’t tell by how someone
acts,” and illustrated the point by
saying he has a straight friend
whoacts like the “biggestqueen.”

Other questions covered in-
cluded whether or not gays could

detect another homosexual, why
certain genders seem more com-
fortable with people being homo-
sexuals than other, and if certain
circumstances, like domestic vio-
lence, can “turn’” someone gay.
Trietley answered the last ques-
tion by replying, “It’s not that
circumstances turn people gay but
people who are bisexual or ambi-
sexual. Environment might show
how you display it.” :

Senior Becky Leonard said, “I
think it was an interesting discus-
sion and I enjoyed it.”

Mitchell and Bruske Halls present:

; The Dr.unkeh EXperienCe .

l Thursday, April 2 '

-

Dunning Memorial Chapel

The experience begins every fifteen minutes from 8-10 p.m.
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By Wendy Holmes
Freelance Writer

Ever wonder where the money
for new campus buildings comes
from? According to Bill
Biebuyck, vice president of de-
velopment, “all building here at
Alma is done not with tuition but
gift money.” Biebuyck, who is
responsible for fundraising for
the college, travels two to three
days a week to meet with various
potential benefactors.

Hawever, he is not merely a
money collector. Before one can
ask for money, Biebuyck said,
one must first get to know the
person or corporation one is hop-
ing willdonate. He works on find-
ing out what sorts of projects ex-
cite people and what might in-
spire them to donate to the col-
lege.

“Often a ‘no’ just means it
wasn’t the right project or the
right time,” Biebuyck said.

Biebuyck, who is an Alma
alumnus, graduated from the col-
lege in 1976, planning to become
a teacher. Finding that there was
“aglut” of teachers then, he drifted
into working with non-profitchild
care centers, spending five years
in Michigan and 10 in Florida
raising funds for these centers.

Then Biebuyck made a simple

FEATURE

choice that eventually led him
back to Alma: he decided to at-
tend an alumni function.

Arriving early, he was able to
spend about a halfan hour talking
with President Alan Stone about
his fundraising efforts for the child
care centers. The two keptintouch
and about six months later, Stone
called Biebuyck with a job offer.
He accepted and this marks his
sixth year at Alma.

According to Biebuyck, the best
part of his job is meeting people.
He especially enjoys talking with
the older alumni.

“Just to sit and talk with them,
I learn so much from them and
hear about their days at Alma,”
he said.

He also loves watching people
experience the joy and satisfac-
tion that inevitably comes from
donating to-the college.

“There’s just such a sense of
pride and accomplishment,” he
said.

Since coming to Alma,
Biebuyck himself has accom-
plished a lot. He is responsible
for the “Cherished Ever” cam-
paign, which built the Colina li-
brary wing as well as the EHS
wing that was completed earlier
this year.

The program will also provide
for new science equipment, resi-

dence hallrenovations, andatech-
nology/computer classroom
building.

The final component of the
campaign was toincrease Alma’s
endowment—which provides the
school with “a steady stream of
income” that keeps tuition in-
creases to a minimum—to $100
million, a goal which was accom-
plished and celebrated just last
week.

Sadly, for both Biebuyck and
the college, this year marks his
last at Alma College. Presented
with a “unique opportunity,”
Biebuyck decided to return to
Florida, where he will work for
the Boggy Creek Camp, a camp
for critically and terminally 1ll
children started by General H.
Norman Schwarzkopf and Paul
Newman.

The camp, which is located 40
miles north of Orlando, was mod-
eled after asimilar camp Newman
had started in Connecticut.

Biebuyck will take on the job
of fundraising for the camp, which
is run entirely on voluntary mon-
etary gifts. The following year,
the president will be leaving, so
Biebuyck said he “will be mov-
ing into that position.”

Biebuyck is excited to begin
work at the camp, for which he
leaves in mid-May, but admitted

Biebuyck to finish final year with college

it was “a difficult decision be-
cause I really enjoy what I'm
doing here at Alma.”

He will be taking with him sup-
port from Alma’s staff as well as

the knowledge he has gleaned .

S

from over 20 years in the
fundraising field.

One of its precepts might well
be applied to life in general: “If
you’ve taken time,” Biebuyck

SR

said, “you’ll be successful.”

Bill Biebuyck, vice president fo

r development poses for a picture

outside of Reid-Knox. Biebuyck is leaving Alma at the end of this

year. Photo by Beth Rosenow.

Alma student teaches middie schoolers about health

By Cheryl Lenard
Staff Reporter

Children of middle school age
are learning to make lifestyle
changes that are permanent yet
severely neglected as a popula-
tion from a public health perspec-
tive, according to senior, Ann
Marie Hiltz, an exercise and health
cience (EHS) and political sci-
ence major looking at this prob-
lem in both her senior theses.

Hiltz is trying to make a differ-
ence in the lives of young people
by taking part in a pilot program
for health education. She went
into Linda Kolbert’s sixth grade
classroom at North Elementary
in Ithaca twice a week last fall
and this winter to give interactive
EHS mini-lectures.

The lectures attempted to inte-

Audiences have the opportu-
nity to relive the bank robberies
of the 1920s with the new movie,
the Newton Boys. The movie stars
Matthew McConaughey (A Time
to Kill, Amistad), Skeet Ulrich
(Scream, The Craft), Ethan
Hawke (Great Expectations, Re-
ality Bites) and Vincent
D’ Onofrio (Men In Black) as the
infamous Newton family bank
robbers.

The movie features the four
impoverished brothers. When the
movie opens one is in prison, one
has just been released and the
" other two live at home with their

grate the scientific method with
healtheducation, withtopicsrang-
ing from heart disease and circu-
lation to nutrition and metabo-
lism.

“Every time I gave an intro-
ductory lecture, I gave them an
interactive part,” said Hiltz.
“Since [the students] are not well-
targeted, they [as a population]
don’t understand.”

While working with the chil-
dren, Hiltz encouraged them to
ask questions about their bodies.
To motivate the students, Hiltz
invited them to visit the EHS hu-
man performance lab to play with
some of the equipment and asked
them to formulate a scientific
question they could answer by
using some of the equipment.

Each student eventually came
up with his or her own question,

Movie Review by Sara Bickler

Newton Boys offers quality d

mother.

Willis (McConaughey), the
brother who has just beenreleased
from prison, adopts bank robbing

as his new career. He soon enlists
- bank robberies a police man grabs

the aid of his brothers and obtains
a list of banks which the four-
some begins to systematically rob.

After a close call the brothers
retire from the business and in-
vest their earnings in oil. How-
ever, when the oil businessdoesn’t
panout, they stage a trainrobbery
in an effort to steal 3 million
dollars.

Overall, the movie was enter-
taining. The mood shifted a lot,

refinedit, planned an experiment,
and finally, during spring break
was allowed to come to the EHS
human performance lab or re-
lated area to run the experiment.

Hiltz aided in the development
of their questions and test proce-
dures. An example of an experi-
ment run is one where the student
measured her classmates flexibil-
ity using some of the EHS
department’s equipment.

Atthe end of Hiltz’s time work-
ing with the students, she gave
them all a “mini anatomy and
physiology test” over the mate-
rial they had covered together.

“The written test was hard,”
said Hiltz. “I asked them to calcu-
late calories, what their basal me-
tabolism is.”

“If they can do this and learn
about their own health, they can

become a role model for their
families and communities. When
we link the health and education
sectors and target the young popu-
lation, which should be a priority,
we give these kids the tools they
need to ask good questions [and
make informed decisions] about
their bodies,” commented Hiltz.

She went on to explain that
health education at the middle
school age as opposed to waiting
until high school is vital because
coronary artery disease and re-
lated health issues are showing
up in young children. By the time
health education is traditionally
taught to students, usually in high
school, they have already estab-
lished their health habits.

These middle school students
are already making health choices
that affect the rest of their lives.

They are packing their own
Iunches and are often on their
own furthering the need for ear-
lier health education, Hiltz ex-
plained.

“It’s beenreally fun. These kids
are so smart. The questions they
asked were so good, as good as
any beginning level college stu-
dent would ask,” she said.

There were many people who
helped Hiltz in her endeavors in-
cluding Assistant Professor of
Exercise and Health Science
Robyn Anderson. In addition se-
nior Kelly Tucker, junior Martha
Schaefer, and sophomore Amy
Czabala were “all very helpful,”
according to Hiltz.

Hiltz explained that the overall
basis for the project is that this
project could have been done at
any middle school.

producing a film which was par-
tially a comedy and partially a
drama. Parts were humorous
while others were poignant.

For example, during one of the

on to Hawke’s leg to try and pre-
vent his escape. Not wanting to
shoot him, Hawke drags him
along yelling “get off a my leg,
get off amy leg.”

Later in the movie, in an emo-
tional scene, one of the brothers s
shot and the others rally around
him, trying to get help.

Hawke and D’ Onofrio provide
the comic relief of the movie,

rarely appearing sober. They
sharply contrast the seriousness
of Ulrich, whose character served
as the gang’s conscience.

The dramatic parts didn’t seem
to play as well as the comedy
until the end of the movie. The
plot was interesting. It dragged at
times, but the comic relief kept it
going.

The movie plot was driven by
the competency of the actors por-
traying the four brothers. The sup-
porting characters, however,
didn’t seem to leave much of an
impression.

Julianna Margulis (ER) played

rama, comedy in entertaining film

McConaughey’s girlfriend. Her
character was the typical support-
ive girlfriend, staying until the
guy takes his job too far, when
she finally leaves him to live and
return home to her mother. The
rest of the characters were even
less memorable.

Despite that, the movie is worth’
seeing. It is light-hearted at times
and fun, yetitdoesn’treally stick
with you. It won’t generate the
kind of buzz that Titanic did.
Rather, it is just a good movie to
see on a Saturday night when you
want a little distraction from
studying.
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Chi Alpha brlngs 100 Portraits

By Joey Mead
Staff Reporter

“Our real passion in music,
whatreally drives us is a desire to
have open conversation about the
character and nature of God.
Music is a great platform, not for
necessarily preaching, but hav-
ing conversation where other
people can listen in,” Ben Pasley
said.

Pasley is half of the husband
and wife band called 100 Por-
traits. Ben and his wife Robin
stopped by Alma onroute to Cen-
tral Michigan University (CMU)
last Monday.

Sophomore Ben Cable, aleader
in Chi Alpha (XA) called Pasley
when he heard they were going to
be in the neighborhood.

“We went up to Central Michi-
gan two weeks ago, and found
out [100 Portraits] were going to

be at CMU. Even though I only
had two weeks until they were
coming I called them up and talked
toPasley and asked him by chance
that he had a few extra days that

Check out 100 Por-

traits on line af:
- [www.7thtime.com/
artisfs/IO_Oparfr_al_'fs]_., :

he could come here and do a
concert. He was really excited
about the idea, and everything
fell into place in about a half an
hour,” Cable said.

100 Portraits sings songs that
mix exotic drums from all over
the world, played by Robin, with
acoustic guitar played by Ben.

They travel all over the United
States performing and doing mis-
sionary work.

They have playedinsuch places
as Resurrection Life Church in
Grand Rapids, Michigan; Louisi-
ana State University in Baton
Rouge; Los Angeles; University
of Wisconsin; Oklahoma State
University and the University of
Houston. Their travel schedule
also takes them overseas quite a
bit.

Robin is from the suburbs be-

tween Dallas and Fort Wayne -

while Ben grew up in central Ala-
bama. Robin and Ben meet in
1993 after the release of Ben’s
very successful full length video
albumtitled Gallery. Gallery was
the first product under the band
name 100 Portraits. It didn’t take
long before Robin and Ben were
engaged on Valentine’s Day of
1994.

Robin said, “I had always
dreamed of traveling and doing
music, but really couldn’t figure

out a way to make it work. So, I
went to college to study interior
design, and while I was there I
decided I would get this music
thing out of my system once and
for all by putting a band together
and just doing it. While I was
doing that I met Ben.”

They produced their first CD
together Time Will Be The Tell,
and released it in 1995. In Sep-
tember of this year they released
anotherCD called, Five Wise Vir-
gins.

On March 23, they played for
Alma College and touched their
audience deeply with the music
off their new album.

Cable said, “We really want
them here, because we know they
really have a heart for the Lord,
and they have the ability to really
express the character of God
through music in a real way.
Though it is emotional, and it is
great music, it is truth.”

Ben Pasley said, “Tlike beating
strange drums and playing gui-
tars and developing melodies and
ideas, tones and colors so that
people will find them attractive
and come into my living room,
Robin Pasley of 100 Portraits
performs in Tyler-Van Dusen on
March 23. Chi Alpha worked fo
bring the group to campus.
Photo by Derek Warner.

and listen to it. While they are
listening to it I like the opportu-
nity to be able to say that God has
genuinely changed my life
through a relationship with Jesus

to Alma

Christ.”

100 Portraits played for CMU
last Thursday and next month will
tour in the Mid-West. This sum-
mer they travel to Brazil.

Four students prepare for Appalachlan Trail

By Charlotte Grant
Feature Editor

This summer, four Alma Col-
lege students will undertake one
of the most famous hikes in the
sport of backpacking. On April
19, senior Matt Allen, first-year
student Brent Warner, junior
Derek Warner and junior Ryan
Wilson will undertake the Appa-
lachian Trail.

“It’s something I’ve always
wanted todo,” said accomplished
back-packer Brent Warner. “It’s
one of the biggest achievements
[in back-packing].”

Completing the Appalachian
Trail certainly is a great achieve-
ment for back-packers and moun-

tain climbers. It is over 2,200
miles long and stretches from
Springer Mt. in Georgia to Mt.
Katahdin in Maine. It will take
over four months to hike.

“We’rehoping todoitin about
123 days,” Brent Warner said.
That will put the group in Maine
around August 25, he estimated,
with an average distance of 17
miles per day. :

All four members have been
training for the hike. Brent
Warner runs cross-country and
is on the track team. According
to him, the other three have been
jogging and lifting weights.

Wilson said thathe is “trying to
get in some running.” He added
that he is also breaking in his

WQAC S0 Music Review

hiking boots.

In addition, Brent Warner
added, “All of us are trying to put
on weight, since we’re going to

It’s one of the biggest
achievements [in back-
packmg]

© Brent Warner (01 ) , ,

lose it all [during the hike].”
Allen, Wilson and Derek
Warner are also experienced
back-packers.
Wilson said he has been back-

packing since he was in junior
high school. He is looking for-
ward to hiking the trail, describ-
ing it as the chance of a lifetime.

The hikers need to be prepared;
the Appalachian Trail is not an
easy trip.

“It’s all mountainous terrain,”
Brent Warner explained.

He estimated that the elevation
varies between 4,000 and 6,000
feet, with the northern half being
rockier.

The group will carry supplies
on the hike, including a tent, stove
and cook-set. They will also take
advantage of housing along the
trail.

“There are three-sided shelters
that are spread out every 15

Bennitt’s release blends Irish, Scottish sounds

Martyn Bennitt’s newest mu-
sical release called Bothy Culture
is a blend of techno and tradi-
tional celtic music. This CD fea-
tures musical instrument ranging
from bag pipes and fiddles to
synthesizers and drums.

This music blends together the
solid beat of hip hop and techno
with the rich sound of traditional
Scottish and Irish music resulting
inapleasantly unique sound. This
music stems from therecentsurge
in the popularity of celtic music
first seen with the release of
Loreena Mckennits hit “The
Mummers Dance.”

Bennitt followsin the footsteps
of Ashley MacIsaac with his song

“Shputnik in Glenshiel” which
features both fiddle and flute mu-
sic and performs more classic
reels to modern rock and roll
rhythms.

Other songs such as “Hallaig”
use Celtic poetry and the oral
stories of Ireland to bring a more
traditional feel to the music.

The sudden popularity of Celtic
music can be traced to the block-
buster film Braveheart which
drew widespread attention to the
history and culture presented by
both the people of Scotland and
Ireland.

The Celtic musical movement
began in the early ’60s when hip-
pies seeking a return to simpler

times began researching and res-
urrecting old crafts and beliefs.
This movement gained momen-
tum in the *70s and spawned nu-
merous folk and bluegrass festi-
vals as well as creating an interest
in the Highland games of Scot-
land.

Traditionally the music of Ire-
land and Scotland has been used
as a way for traditions and history
to be passed from one generation
to another as well as being a form
of protest.

After the Battle of Culloden
the British outlawed many tradi-
tional Scottish activities includ-
ing the playing of the bag pipe.
To keep knowledge of the pipes

alive the Scottish taught their sing-
ers to imitate the rhythm and
tomes of this instrument so this
knowledge would not be lost.

This rhythm is still apparent in
many traditional Irish and Scot-
tish songs.

Eventhough Bennitt has added
many modern rhythms to his
music the old rhythms and sound
of the bag pipe can still be heard
in songs such as “Tongues of
Kali” and in “Yer Man from
Athlone”.

Bennitt and many other Celtic
(pronounced Kell-tik) musicians
can be heard on The Rowna Tree
every Wednesday from 7-8 p.m.
on WQAC 90.9 FM.

miles,” Derek Warner said.

For supplies, the four will
largely rely on Brent and Derek
Warner’s parents. The trail passes
directly through twenty cities, and
the Warners’ parents will be send-
ing supplies to those towns for
the group to pick up along the
way.

Brent Warner said that his par-
ents share the hikers” enthusiasm
about the trip.

“They’re all for it,” he com-
mented. “They’ve been really
supportive.”

Cool Intemet
Sites

Thisyearhascertainly provided

us with one of the oddest win-
_ters in a long time. To keep.
abreastof the weather, many of

us watch The Weather Chan-
" nel, Butforthosethhoutcable 2
checkouthttp:/www.weather.
com, the official Weather

Channel web site. It’s cheap,:

it’s the same stuff y you see on
T.V. and someumes 1t s even‘ ‘
“accurae.

Todownloadmovxeaudlochps :
‘and quotes check out the'j
' 1nternetm0v16 databaseathttp i
/www.imdb.com. This site fea-
tures 130,000 movies and of-
fers cnthues of ﬁlms as well as
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An Alma College softball player slides into home plate. The soft-
ball team dominated their opponents in last week’s action after win-
ning five games in the weekend pseudo-tournament. The Scots also
defeated Saginaw Valley State University in a double header ear-
lier in the week. Photo by Beth Rosenow.

Track teams finish

By Michael Murphy
Freelance Writer

Coming back from the Emory
University Meet held in Atlanta
last week, Alma’s men’s and
women’s track team battled nine
other midwestern collegiate
teams this past Saturday at Hun-
tington College in Indiana.

In Huntinton, the track teams
competed in a relay invitational.

Head Coach Dan Gibson said,
“We performed much better than
at Emory.”

The men’s team placed fifth,
while the women’s team finished
third with 77 points. Considering
the fact that Alma was compet-
ing against some Division II
schools, Alma fared well.

“We thought we would do well
in spots, though competition
would be really strong,” said
Gibson.

Despite the poor weather con-
ditions, Alma’s track teams put in

ASTHMA
IS ON THE RISE.

Just ask a teacher

Help us findd cure.
1-800-LUNG-USA

When You Can't Breathe,
Nething Else Matters®

AMERICAN
LUNG

ASSOCIATION.

a very nice showing in their sec-
ond outdoor meet of the year.
Rain caused delays at the start of
the meet and water had to be re-
moved from the track before the
races could begin.

Co-captain Peter Muccio (99)
said, “Considering the condi-
tions, we performed okay.”

Gibson was especially pleased
with the men’s second place fin-
ish in the pole vault and the triple
jump.

Muccio also noted the team’s
performance in the field events.
“In the field events, people

Scots dominate tourney

By Chris Porco
Freelance Writer

The Alma College softball team
dominated their home diamond
last week as they posted 7 wins
for the week.

Last Wednesday the Scots
crushed Saginaw Valley State
University (SVSU) in a double-
header, shutting out the Division
IT school in both games. In the
first game, the Scots triumphed
over their opponent 8-0. First-
year student Tracie Lentz per-
formed well on the mound, al-
lowing only two hits to go along
with her seven strike-outs.

In the second game of the
doubleheader, Alma trampled
over SVSU 11-0. Starting pitcher
Becky Pierce (00) and relief
pitcher Erin LaCosse (99) domi-
nated on the mound—they al-
lowed only 3 hits the entire game.

The players on the team were
very pleased with their perfor-
mances.

“Everyone played like they
wanted to play,” said sophomore
Heather Bruder. “We were ready
after so many practices and after
our Florida trip— we just wanted
to be outside in our hometown.
Defeating a Division II school
twice with shut-outs is the best
performance that we could start
out the season with.”

Coach Denny Griffin was also
delighted with the team’s perfor-
mances. “We hit the ball hard
and put the ball in play,” Coach
Griffin commented. “I think the
key was the defense — the de-
fenseplayed very well. Wedidn’t
have an error all day . . . We had
two good pitching performances
by Becky Pierce and Tracie Lentz,
and Jackie Cowan hit the ball
well,” he said.

The team continued their win-
ning streak on Friday and Satur-
day. The competition was origi-
nally planned as a tournament,
but due to the weather conditions
it was run in round-robin type
competition.

The Scots went 5-0 for the
weekend.

In their first game on Friday
against Lake Superior State Uni-
versity, the Scots won 6-2. In
their second game, the Scots de-
feated Sienna Heights College 7-
4. In their final game for the day,
Alma defeated Aquinas College
8-0.

On Saturday, the Scots kept the
winning streak alive by overpow-
ering Aquinas College 4-3. In their
final game of the weekend, Alma
defeated Sienna Heights College
9-1.

“Weexecuted well offensively
and we hit the ball hard. The
pitching was very good. Tracie

Lentz threw very well, Becky
Pierce threw well, and Erin
LaCosse threw the best game that
I’ve seen her throw,” said Grif-
fin.

“Defense wins, but offensively
everyone was hitting — it wasn’t
just two people. It was from the
first batter to the ninth batter and
even pinch hitters came in clutch
situations and got key hits. Ev-
erybody played their part—
whether it was pinch running or
hitting or anything,” commented
senior Carolyn White.

The team is taking a one-game-
at-a-time’ approach, but already
has its sights on the MIA A Cham-
pionship.

“Right now, since we open
league play on Tuesday, we're all
really focused on each game fora
week and our first step is taking
the MIAA and going on from
there,” commented Pierce.

Griffin agreed. “Our confer-
ence play starts on Tuesday, so
the rest of the year now is all
conference. Now our focus has
changed to win the MIA A Cham-
pionship, take each game at a
time and concentrate on our hit-
ting and defense,” he said.

The team hosts Defiance Col-
lege today, travels to Kalamazoo

College on Thursday and con-
cludes this week’s action at
Albion College .on Saturday.

third, fifth at weekend invite

stepped up and performed very
well,” he said.

The women'’s team also had an
excellent showing at the meet.
Gibson thought they did very
well in all of the events.

The team saw a couple of first
place finishes. Senior Joann
Brnjac, sophomore Jenny Dulz
and first-year student Nicole
Martin placed first together in the
javelin relay. Brnjac, senior
Merideth White and first-year
student Andrea Horton also
placed first in the high jump re-
lay.

Brmjac, Martin and junior Kari
Patchowski placed second in the
shot putrelay. The women'’s team
also placed second in the triple
jump, shuttle hurdles, long jump
and distance medley relays.

First-year student Rebecca
Burkett said, “I thought we did
really good.”

She believes that as the season
progresses, the team will con-
tinue to improve and become bet-
ter.

Burkett noticed that the hand-
offs on the relays were not spec-
tacular and felt that the team

could improve on that. Other-
wise, things ran quite smoothly
for the team.

The teams have a couple of
important meets in the near fu-
ture. This Wednesday the teams
will compete against MIAA
schools Hope and Adrian. Then,
on April 8, Alma will host Albion
and Olivetin what will be the first
home meet of the season.

Gibson believes these next two
meets are extremely critical in
how the women’s and men'’s
teams finish in the MIAA final
standings.

Baseball team drops to 0-3 in conference play

By Sean Babbitt
Freelance Writer

On Friday and Sunday the Scot
baseball team traveled to Adrian
to kick off the MIAA season. The
weekend did not go as planned
because of the strong play from

the Bulldogs.

On Friday the Scots lost
a6-3 decision only swatting
4 hits off the strong pitch-
ing from Brett Picknell.

Saturday’s games were
rained out and were made
up on Sunday. Sunday’s

- games were no better for the
Scots as they were blasted
11-2 and 9-0.

The losses dropped their

overall record to 4-7 over-

all and 0-3 in the MIAA.

“Jeff Lane hit well this week-
end but we were sporadic at times
and Adrian played well,” said
Head Coach John Leister.

The team was cold coming off
amonth of inactivity. The games
this weekend were the first for the
team since breaking camp in
Florida.

This year’s line-up is a drastic
change from last year’s team.
The Scots only return two play-
ers from last year’s squad.

“We have a very young team
compared to what we had a year
ago,” said Leister. “The youth
and inexperience will come
around the more the team plays
together.”

The Scots will feature an attack
based on base hits and running in-
stead of relying on the long ball.

Senior Scott Heymoss and
sophomore Ryan Janis are the
power threats in the line-up. The
line-up is rounded out by junior
Scott Thomas at first, first-year
student Jeff Lane at second,
sophomore Andy Meteer will
make the switch from third to
short this season and junior Scott
Mantyla will platoon at third with
sophomore Josh Wakefield.

Behind the plate will be sopho-
more Shawn Grant, and in the
outfield will be Heymoss, Janis
and sophomore Jim Bouchard.

The pitching will be a complete
overhaul from the senior staff
from last year. Senior Jeremiah
Peace will be an anchor on the
young staff.

The team will hope to over-
come these obstructions and try

to stay within earshot of the front-
running Hope, who returned all
except two starters from last
year’s squad who only lost two
league games.

As the standings sit right now
Adrian is on top after sweeping
the three game series with the
Scots. Albion is tied with the
Bulldogs with the same 3-0
league record after the Britons
handled Kalamazoo.

The Scots will be off until Fri-
day and Saturday when they will
play Albion away.

Alma will then be home on
Wednesday, April 8 when they
will battle Saginaw Valley at
Bahlke Field. They will then be
at home for a series with MIAA
rival Olivet on Friday and Satur-
day.
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By Joey Mead
Staff Reporter

Two years ago senior John
Zielinskisoughttostartalacrosse
clubteam. Zielinski was success-
ful and the team now has 25 play-
ers on the team, is playing tough
games against teams like Ball
State University (BSU) and win-
ning.

This last Saturday the lacrosse
team had two games, one against
BSU and the otheragainst Albion
College.

Against Albion the Scots came
back from being down 3-0 at the
half to tie 6-6 with a shot by

junior Jay Swan in the last two
minutes of the game. They then
went into a four minute period of
sudden death, but Albion scored
on a fast break to win.

Junior Craig Wasen said, “We
came on strong and gave them a
run for their money, but we just
lost to them in overtime off a bad

bounce.”

Swan led the scoring attack with
4 goals. Junior Craig Wasen added
one and sophomore Zack Work-
man also had one goal. Senior
Matt Wandrie had two assists.

Zielinski said, “It was a tough
game, but it was a great game
played by bothteams respectively.
Last yearagainst AlbionIbelieve
the score was 12-3. So, we have
shown alot of improvement from
that to this year.”

Alma’s game against Ball State
was important to the team be-
cause of the loss the Scots suf-
fered last year against them. Last
year the Scots lost to BSU in
overtime.

This year was a lot different.
The Scots came out on top with a
8-5 victory.

Workman said, “We are play-
ing a lot better as a team, and that
is why we won. It was fun beating
them, because of last year.”

Swan again led the Scots with 3

goals. Wasen also had three goals
and two assists and first-year stu-
dentDan Sweetman had one goal.

It was nice to beat them be-
cause they thought they were alot
better then they were. Itis great to
have another win under our belt.
We showed those little Indiana
boys what lacrosse is all about,”
commented sophomore Eric
Didocha.

In both games a phenomenal
performance was put in by junior
Tim “The Dominator’” McAleece,
the goalie for the Scots. He had
17 saves against Albion and 18
against Ball State.

The Scots record is now 3-2-0

Not only is the lacrosse team
growing athletically, but also
technologically. The team is now
on line. Swan designed a web
page and updates it after every

Lacrosse team '97 BSU loss

Ve

game. The address is [http://
www.alma.edu/Academics/
StudentOrganizations/Lacrosse/
main.htm]. ;

Sophomore Zack Wdrkman runs 4d0urinﬁeld in Saturday’s game
against Albion. The Scots lost in overtime to the Britons, but de-
feated Ball State University. Photo by Sean Babbitt.

Brnjac preparing strong finish to Alma track career

Hot Corner by Alex Chung

By Rhonda Smith
Staff Reporter

After the frigid first meet in Atlanta,
Ga., senior Joann Brnjac looks forward to
better results the rest of the season. Brnjac
placed fourthin Atlantain her “mainevent:”
shot put and the javelin throw.

Bmjac, who is majoring in exercise and
health sciences (EHS) and gerontology,
will be attending Washington University
next year. She will be preparing for a
career in occupational therapy there. “I’'m
very excited,” Brnjac commented about

Senior Joann Brnjac practices throwing
the shot put during track practice. She

also competes in the javelin, the high
Jjump, the 400-meter hurdles and the mile

relay. Photo by Derek Warner.

attending graduate school.

She chose occupational therapy because
of experiences in volunteering. “I like
working with people and occupational
therapy geared away from medical school
and that won me over,” she said.

Besides the women’s track team, Brnjac
is also involved in the EHS honor society
and volunteers at the Masonic Home.

Brnjac, who is from Sterling Heights,
started track while she was in seventh
grade. “It’s [the] longest [played] sport for
me,” she said. She said she tried playing
basketball her first year here, but it “didn’t
do it for her.”

She is attracted to track and field be-
cause it contains so many different events.
She alsolikes the individuality of the sport.
“You can’t fall back on the team if you
don’t do well,” said Brnjac.

She also participates in the 400-meter
hurdles, mile relay and high jump events.

Brnjac’s other hobbies include volley-
ball, spending time with friends and cook-
ing, “especially Italian or desserts.”

Brnjac and her friends are spending the
summer in Europe as one last trip together.
They will backpack through four or five
countriesincluding England, Austria, Italy
and France. Brnjac will also make a stop in
Croatia where she will visit with family
there. The trip has been planned for a long
time and now they are clearing up little
things like how many Eurorail passes to
get.

As a senior, Brnjac offers advice to
athletes. One year she said she tried to take
sports very seriously and consequently did
not do well. She advises people to “relax
and have fun.”

Griffey, McGwire, Gwynn prepare 1998 assault on record books

With today marking the start of the 1998
MajorLeague Baseball season, I thoughtit
would be cool if I made some predictions
for what’s to come this year. Will anyone
hit 61-homers? Will anyone hit .400? Will
anyone do both?

The expansion clubs are going to throw
offensive numbers through the roof. We
are going to see some monster numbers
put up. But does any player have a chance
of breaking Roger Maris’s record of 61
homerunsin 19617 Absolutely. With guys
like Mark McGwire, Ken Griffey, Jr. and
Juan Gonzalez, the home run record that
has stood for over 35 years should fall.

Who will break it? In the modern day
age of nutritional supplementation (pro-
tein drinks and creatine shakes have re-
placed Gatorade in locker rooms these
days) and intense off-season weight train-
ing, players are bigger, stronger and faster
than ever-McGwire weighs in at about
250 pounds. Frank Thomas is 270 pounds
of hitting machine. Mike Piazza came into
camp this year at about 240.

My point? Maris’s record could fall in
1998 to any of the above mentioned play-
ers. But realistically, McGwire and
Gonzalezhaven’tremained healthy enough

. to have enough at-bats to string together
62 bombs in a single season, so for them to

challenge, they both need at least 140
games to do it.

Piazza and Thomas are the two best
right-handed hitters in the game, each pos-
sessing phenomenal power and incredibly
smart hitting instincts. However, both are

more concerned with getting on base, rather -

than just smacking home runs. So, while
both could conceivably hit 62 homers,
they are too busy aiming for a .360 aver-
age, and so I must penalize them because
they are such good pure hitters.

This leaves me with the odds-on favor-
ite, and perhaps the best playerin baseball,
Ken Griffey, Ir. Equipped with the sweet-
estswing outside the golfing world, Griffey
launches balls with such ease that hitting
65home runsis notunreasonable. He is the
only guy who can stay healthy and handle
the pressure that will inevitably come with
a September run at 62.

I’ know McGwire had a season with that
outstanding one home run pereight at-bats
ratio, but if I were a betting man, my
money would ride on Ken Griffey, Jr.

What about hitting .400? Will the con-
tinual decline of Major League pitching
allow a player to hit the .400 level? Prob-
ably not. As good as Tony Gwynn was in
1997 (he batted .372) and as good as he
will be in 1998, I still am not convinced

that a player can get a hit four out of every
ten at-bats anymore.

I know that pitching sucks, but the ma-
jority of the guys in the field possess hair-
trigger reflexes, rocket arms, and across-
the-board athleticism that fifty years ago
would have been unheard of. With people
like Barry Bonds and Griffey patrolling
the outfield, it is very hard to earn those
cheap singles that a player needs to hit
.400. But I am not saying it is impossible.

In the strike-shortened 1994 season,
Gwynn ended the year at the

ers, opposing defenders and time itself to
put together a Hall of Fame career.

ButGwynn will be 38 in May, and all the
protein shakes and creatine powder can'’t
bring him back his youth. It would be
great, though, for him to prove me wrong—
no one does more to work on his hitting
than Gwynn-and the doubters of the world
only serve to strengthen his desire. No one
thinks he can hit .400 anymore-no one
except Tony Gwynn.

Enough talk, let’s play ball!

.394 mark, and we will never
know if Gwynn could have
done it then .

He has hit.370 or higher for
three seasons—he is the only
realistic contender to shatter
the ceiling that separates the

Sam

.300 level hitters from the im-
mortals at the .400 level. His
career batting average matches

or carry out

Dine in

that of legendary Yankee Lou
Gehrig (.340), and is sure to
rise before Gwynn hangs up
his spikes.

Heisthe exceptiontotoday’s
rule that the game is all about
power. With his quick bat, he
has fended off opposing pitch-
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HONORS DAY:

A CELEBRATION OF THE LIBERAL ARTS\M

LM

OLLEG

A

6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
8:00 p.m.

8:00 - 9:00 a.m.

1600=2:00/p m:
21155315 p.m.
3:30 - 4:30 p.m.
4:45 - 545 p.m.
8:00 p.m.

Immediately Following Campus Reception

9:30 - 11:00 a.m.

11:30 a.m: - 12:45 p.m.

Program Schedule

Wednesday, April 1

Closed Reception President’s House

Honors Day Address ~ Dunning Memorial Chapel
Dr. Martin Marty '

Dow Lobby

Honors Day, Thursday, April 2

Classes Cancelled

Concurrent Sessions I
Honors Convocation
Attendance Required
Luncheons _
Convocation Honorees Heather Room

Honors Day Participants Van Dusen Commons
All Other Students Hamilton Commons
Concurrent Sessions II

Concurrent Sessions III

Concurrent Sessions [V

Concurrent Sessions V. + !
Concurrent Sessions VI - Heritage Center, Theatre
One-Act Play Festival - Series A

Cappaert Gymnasium

Friday, April 3
Classes Resume

Concurrent Sessions VII Heritage Center, Theatre

~ One-Act Play Festival - Series B
S e T R LR e e
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Sports Uncovered by Tim Caister =

Gambling endangers college athletics

Off the top of my head. . .
Northwestern bookies?

Last week, yet anotherincident
of gambling in college sports oc-
curred.

At Northwestern University,
federal indictments were filed
charging former basketball start-
ers Kenneth DionLee and Dewey
Williams with point-shaving and
Kevin Pendergast and Brian Irv-
ing with conspiring to fix the out-

come of three basketball games
during the 1994-95 season. In ad-
dition, on a separate charge, a
fellow Wildcat football player is
accused of running a bookmak-
ing operation on the Northwest-
ern campus. I guess financial aid
is running thin at Northwestern.

This incident does not come
out of the blue. Otherrecent gam-
bling cases include Arizona State,
Tulane and Boston College.

This latest Northwestern inci-
dent may be related to the Boston
College one where some football
players bet on college and profes-
sional football games and major
league baseball games.

There seems to be a trend here.
Why do college athletes deem it
necessary to bet on games in their
respective sports, even betting
against their own teams?

The recent incident at North-
western surrounds three games,
one where Pendergast paid Lee
$4,000to fix a Penn State game in
the 1994-95 season. Then, the

two gamblers, Pendergastand Irv-
ing, wagered $20,000 on that
game.

Another interesting aspect in
this Northwestern incident is the
internal investigation by North-
western University officials—
they did not find any evidence of
point-shaving.

Apparently nothing in this case
is concrete, but by looking ateach
players’ performances in those
three games, federal authorities
claim there are discrepancies. If
they do back up the indictments
and find them guilty, throw the
book at them—they do not be-
long anywhcre near the sporting
arena.

There are some things in sports

which just sicken me and this is
one such example. In college ath-
letics where teamwork, growth
and learning seem to be three
important lessons, gambling has
absolutely no place. How can
college athletes play on a team
that they hope to lose and then
prey off of that same misfortune?
This is the worst of all crimes—
betraying your friends, teammates
and mentors.

There are those who say that
college athletes deserve to be paid
for their services. I completely
disagree. These gambling inci-
dents exemplify a problem in col-
lege athletics; however, paying
them will only make it worse.
Gambling is not the absolute root

problem endangering college ath-
letics—money is. These problems
will only get worse if the com-
mercialization of college athlet-
ics continues at the current pace.
Stanford and Utah save face.

Two weeks ago I conceded my
incorrect prediction of the Final
Four. Well, it is nice to see that
for every wrong, there is a right.
Remember how I said that
Stanford and Utah deserved a
number two seed over Cincinnati
and Purdue? I thoughtso. Stanford
and Utah made those statements
a little sweeter.
Opening Day!

Enough said. Enjoy one of the
greatest days of the year—open-
ing day of the major leagues!

Media must become responsible for content

By Missy Crossnoe
News Editor

How important is your health?
Most Alma College students feel
that eating balanced meals and
exercising will ensure them a
happy, healthy life. However, diet
and exercise are not the only hab-
its that shape a healthy lifestyle.

Many people in America are
consuming their daily news and
information without giving much
thought to its nutritional content.

This presents a major problem
for our society. In light of the way
the media has been covering re-
centissues, the health of ourcoun-
try could be in jeopardy.

As a student of communica-
tion, I argue that the media is
failing to offer its audience a nu-
tritious and balanced dose of news
and information each and every

day.

With the type of schedule most
students lead, we do not have the
time to assure we are getting news
and information that will enable
us to become knowledgeable and
informed citizens.

Most of us assume that the front
page headlines and television
sound-bytes are what we need to
know.

But, are they? I argue that what
we as citizens need to know is
becoming shadowed by what the
media has determined we want to
know. The nutritious news diet
that is necessary for a healthy
lifestyle is being concealed be-
hind the Twinkies and Ho-Hos
that are common in today’s me-
dia.

This implication is evident by
examining the media’s coverage
of the recent alleged affair be-

tween President Clinton and
former White House intern
Monica Lewinsky.

Similar to the coverage of O.J.
Simpson, the Clinton/Lewinsky
case represents the epitome of
Jjunk foodin the media. Let’s face
it, the media has shown us that
sex sells. That is why this case
has been so heavily and continu-
ously covered. Yes, it is still go-
ing.

Americans, nomatter how busy

we are, know about the alleged *

sexual affair between Clintonand
Lewinsky. We have also heard
talk of Clinton facing impeach-
ment if the allegations ring true.
What most of us do not realize is
that Clinton cannot be impeached
for having oral sex in the White
House, if proven it can only add
to the strikes against his personal
character. The issue that could

Center for Student Development’s exit
interview unnece ssary and unpopular

. By Tom Glegola
Staff Reporter

Most graduating seniors have
less than three weeks left at Alma
College. One task seniors are
asked to complete is an exit inter-
view with the Center for Student
Development.

Is that really necessary?

Certainly, a critique -of their
services aids the Center in evalu-
ating itself. But what about the
many students who have notused
the services of the Center, or have
relied on the Center for very little?

The Exit Interview Form asks
seniors to rate services in areas
such as credentials file, intern-
ship coordination, workshops,
resume or personal statement cri-
tiquing, the Career Consultant
Network alumni database, on-
campus interviews, the Chicago
In-City Interview Program and
the Detroit Business Roundtable.
Yethowmany students have used
eachservice? How many students

have used more than two ser-
vices?

If the Center wants students to
evaluate their programs, they
should simply ask the students to
do so upon the completion of the

_program. Additionally, by asking

the senior to evaluate the service
well after receiving it, the Center

risks receiving an inaccurate:

evaluation.

Finally, with all the other gradu-
ation-related details, asking se-
niors for an interview during the
final two weeks of their last term
is bad timing.

If a professor or advisor cri-
tiqued a student’s resume, and
not a Center staff member, the
student certainly cannot evaluate
the Center. If the student never
met with a Center staff member,
then the student is unable to offer
a critique. If the student does not
read the Center’s newsletter, the
student cannot rate it. If the stu-
dent did not participate in any
interviey, seminar or workshop,

then that student is unable to
evaluate that service.

The Exit Interview Form also
asks for information regarding
applications to graduate schools
and employment possibilities.
What if the student does not wish
to share this information? After
all, it is personal.

Also, if Center staff members
were not involved in the process,
why inform them now?

Ifthe decision has already been
made, why involve them? If a
studenthas notsoughtadvice from

-the Center prior to now, does the

Center expect the student now to
accept their advice as credible?

Additionally, if the Center was
not involved in the employment
or graduate school process, how
can a student evaluate the ser-
vices received?

Ultimately, it seems that the
exitinterviewreally does nothelp
students. Instead, it requires time
thatthey do not have, to do some-
thing they would rather not do.

bring Clinton to trial is that he
may have asked Monica
Lewinsky tolie about the affair—
under oath.

With this case, it is evident that
the media has presented us with
the most entertaining “facts”
while excluding actual details and
proof. The media has tempted us

‘with a feast but denied us a bal-

anced meal.

However, the blame cannot be
entirely placed on the media. As
much as we would like to think,
we were not force fed. Newspa-
pers, television stations, maga-
zines and tabloids brought us this
news, but we bought it.

_Students enrolled in the EA
 college’s Pre-med cumculum_ :
are eligible for consideration

_ foraRobertaSwanson Pre-med

 Interested students can ca

- x7303, e-mail franich or mail a
letter of interest to Cornputer

and. Medla Serwces

| ROOM FOR RENT One mtle 4

- from campus. Fema]epreferred
Calld466-2703.

SChOI Shl ‘_[f you are. ll'ltel" _-

i Computer and Medla Servxces" '
 is looking for Preterm instruc- :
_ﬁj:f;tors Interestcdstudentscan Zall' .

is 1ooking for students' to wofk“r- :
in the Media enter, attheHelp 3

Toimprove our health and guar-
antee amore nutritious news diet,
we must refuse to digest the
media’s attempts. at feeding us
junk food.

Education about the falsehoods
of the media and balancing our
news diet by getting information
from multiple sources can help
prevent the malnutrition that is
occarring in our society. As a
college student and an American
citizen, I demand that the media
provide healthy information and
knowledge that will enable me to
formulate educated ideas and
opinions. Shouldn’t you? After
all, isn’t your health important?

dent group needs by sponsor-

inga VISA Fundraiser on your

MeMWomem'earn $37 wsaekly

6 processmglassemblm Medi-

cal LD. Cards at home. Imme-
diate openings, yonr}ocal area.
Experience unnecessary, will
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Clinton’s actions parallel those of Nixon

By Shannon Casey
Staff Reporter

President Clinton’s recent as-
sertion of executive privilege fur-
ther strengthens the parallel be-
tween himself and President
Nixon. Clinton has invoked ex-
ecutive privilege to prevent mem-

bers of his staff from answering
questions before a federal grand
jury.

In United States v. Nixon, the
Supreme Court defined executive
privilege when Nixon claimed it
applied to the Watergate tapes. In
an 8-0decision, the Supreme Court
stated that executive privilege

By Tom Glegola
Staff Reporter

Now that the U.S. Senate is
entering the final stages on the
current round of NATO expan-
sion debate, the American public
must know why so many leaders
believe that expansion is in the
bestinterest of the United States.
Individual Senators must also
consider whether or not expan-
sion is truly in our interest. En-
largement critics must be an-
swered.

Those arguing against voting
the expansion of the Alliance use
several arguments.

First, some opponents argue
that expanding the Alliance to
include only Poland, Hungary
and the Czech Republic redraws
the artificial line that was drawn
at Yalta.

In other words, Europe will
once again be divided. This is
wrong specifically because the
Alliance stated at the July 1997
Madrid Summit, and ever since
then, that this is not the final
round of enlargement.

Future candidates will be
evaluated ata later date. Also, by
expanding the Alliance toinclude
all 12 states thatapplied formem-
bership, though erasing the so-

called “dividing line,” would di-

“lute the Alliance and would also

bring members into the Alliance
that cannot contribute militarily.
For example, Slovenia cur-
rently possessesa 4,100 man mili-
tary with weapons that were left
behind when the Yugoslav Army
withdrew from Slovenia in 1991.
In essence, Slovenia has to start
from scratch to create its military.
The same is true for the Baltic
states.
To paraphrase Madeleine

7 T°LL BE SAFE PEHIND THIS
STONEWALL FOR A LITTLE WHILE!

deals with matters of national se-
curity, diplomacy and other offi-
cial duties of the presidency.
The current grand jury is con-
cerned with acivil suitagainst the
president, not national security,
diplomacy or presidential duties.
In civil suits, the president does
not possess the luxury of execu-

Albright, NATO is not a chari-
table organization.

Second, some opponents argue
about the cost of enlargement, or
that European states must fair their
share of the costs. European states
have agreed to pay 75 percent of
the costs.

Also, the real question should
be whether or not the costs of not
expanding are greater. With two
World Wars and a Cold War
fought over this region, it is clear

that the United States does have

tive privilege.

Clinton is attempting to hide
behind the office and privileges
of the presidency when ques-
tioned about personal matters.
There should be a clear distinc-
tion between the office of the
presidency and the man who cur-
rently occupies the office.

Arguments opposing NATO expansion |

an interest in peace. An Alliance
such as NATO creates such a
peace through deterrence.

Third, some opponents express
concern about the effects of en-
largement on Russia, or the fact
that Russia is not favorable to
expansion.

The United States cannot al-
low Russiato dictate U.S. foreign
policy. Also, the United States
made several concessions to Rus-
sia to decrease its reluctance. In
particular, the NATO-Russian

Clinton’s use of executive privi-
lege is a desperate attempt to fur-
ther delay the suit. Clinton’s de-
fense team has been employing
this tactic of stonewalling for
months. They follow the delays
with complaints that the investi-
gation is costing too much and
taking too long. They then ques-
tion Independent Counsel Ken-
neth Starr’s motives. This is noth-
ing more than a political strategy
designed to buy time.

Clinton attempted to use ex-
ecutive privilege to conceal a
White House lawyer’s notes on
conversations with Hillary
Clinton concerning Whitewater.
The U.S. Supreme Court ruled
against Clinton and ordered that
the notes be turned over to the
grand jury. The president should
learn from the past and spare the
country months of delays in an
already backed-up court system.

If the president is telling the
truth, he has nothing to hide from
the grand jury and should encour-
age his staff to cooperate uncon-
ditionally. In light of the current
events and the president’s reac-
tion to them, the American people-
are being sent mixed messages.

It appears the president is hid-
ing something and he is willing to
put the country through a consti-
tutional crisis to keep it hidden.
Nixon learned that the truth even-
tually presents itself. Clinton will
soon realize this. In the mean-
time, Clinton should withdraw
his assertion of executive privi-
lege and instruct his staff to tes-
tify.

ack merit

Charter gives Russia a voice in
NATO affairs. The Alliance and
Russia can formally consult with
eachother ondefenseissues. This
step allowed Russian President
Boris Yeltsin to tell his constitu-
ents that he reduced the most
harmful costs of enlargement.

The main arguments against
expansiondonothold water, they
have been answered. Therefore,
the Senate should ratify the Ac-
cession Protocols to enlarge
NATO.

Insufficient parenting, not television, corrupts youth

By Shannon Casey
Staff Reporter

Last week’s senseless shoot-
ing in Arkansas has made many
people question the influence of
violent television upon children.
The question remains whether
television violence influenced the
thirteen and eleven-year-old gun-
men.

Television violence is nothing
but a scapegoat for the lack of
parental involvementin a child’s
life. Parents need to take an ac-
tive role in teaching children the
values of right and wrong.

The decline of morals in
America s leading to a more vio-

lent society. Life is no longer
held to a high moral standard. In
this type of apathetic atmosphere,
parents need to reiterate the im-
portance of values in the home.
Television is merely a source
of entertainment and should be
viewed as such. If children do not
understand the difference be-
tween real-life and fantasy, it is
the parent’s responsibility to
clarify the discrepancy.
Television should be used as
an educational and entertainment
source for families, not as a
babysitter for children. If parents
take a more active role in the
program selection of their chil-
dren, they have the opportunity to

explain the contrasts between tele-
vision and real-life.

Too many people feel the need
to shrug off responsibility for con-
venience sake. The problem in
America is a lack of accountabil-
ity. There is always an indepen-
dent factor being blamed for the
negligence of the party involved.

The students involved in the
shooting, regardless of their age,
must be held responsible for their
actions.

Despite any outside influence,
the students mustaccept their pun-
ishmentas handed downinacourt
of law. In the act of outright mur-
der, the children’s youth should
not be a defense.

If America concedes to the ex-
cuse of television violence to jus-
tify this horrific act, where will it
stop? Will all criminals blame
their illegal acts on an indepen-
dent factor in order to dodge re-
sponsibility? If people continu-
ally blame society for their wrong-
doings, justice will never be
served.

In the quest for justice, it is
important to understand the mo-
tives of the accused, but it is most
important to understand their ac-
tions. The truth boils down to the
events at hand. Regardless of
society’s influence, everyone
must learn to practice self-con-
trol. -
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Central campus calendar needed

tis easy to look at the number of Alma College students
who attend the many public service events puton around
campus and determine that the college as a whole is
apathetic. However, this may not be the case.

A couple weeks ago, Mitchell Hall Resident Staff had
only a few people attend their presentation on domestic violence,
however, many Alma students were at the Kentucky Choir con-
cert. Sometimes there are just too many events in one night for
people to attend.

Perhaps there needs to be a central database that will keep track
of what events are planned and when. This could serve as a master
calendar so groups can choose a date that does not present too

day from nearly anywhere on campus. It should be put on-line.
This arrangement would make it extremely easy for students and
staff who are scheduling events to chose a convenient day, with a
minimum of conflicts.

Additionally, there would be the added benefit of being able to
index the list so students could run searches for programs and
events. Also, off-campus students, who are often not as well
informed of campus events, could easily obtain a schedule.

In this format, the list could immediately be updated as soon as
anew event was added to the schedule. Ideally, then, when groups ||
wantito schedule their events they could go on-line, and fill out a
short form on the computer. The computer would then not only

many conflicts.

would be more useful.

Well, there is just such a resource. In the Student Affairs office
there is a master schedule board that shows all the events taking
place on any given day during the year.

How, then, do conflicts like the one two weeks ago arise?
Partially, because it is unavoidable. With so many activities, a
campus calendar free of conflicts is adream. However, a large part
of the problem is the fact this calendar is largely ignored. Many
groups just schedule their events without consulting the list.

In large part this occurs because most people just do not know
about this resource. Perhaps if it were made more accessible, it

The list should be put in a location that is reachable 24 hours a

add the event to the list, but also inform the person what other
programs were scheduled for that day.
With this arrangement, perhaps even room reservation could be

handled by computers.

As aside bonus, an on-line list would be excellent publicity for -
Alma. Many college-bound high-school students scout the web

for potential colleges.

The biggestadvantage of all of this is that the burden of handling
this list would be taken off the shoulders of the Student Affairs

office.

This arrangement would allow Alma to become a more effi-
ciently organized campus on which programs could be enjoyed by

as many students as possible.

Letters to the Editors reflect the
views of those who author
them. These views in no way
reflect those of The Almanian
staff or the entire Alma College

community
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To the Editors:

I would like to comment on
behalf of the Interfraternity Coun-
cil (IFC) in regards to last week’s
staff editorial concerning Greek
Week.

First, the competition involved
in Greek Week that the editorial
board described as “promoting
hostility” could more appropri-
ately be termed friendly competi-
tion. Competition is a key ingre-

Letter to the Editors

dient for increasing participation
in the week’s events which we
feel develops a sense of involve-
ment versus hostility.

Secondly, the editorial board
cited “Greek apathy” as a prob-
lem. We would argue that Greeks
are some of the most involved
and motivated individuals on
campus.

This is evidenced by the many
leadership positions held by
Greeks on campus ranging from
Student Congress, Resident As-
sistants, the various sports teams
and many others.

Based on these facts alone we
believe that the Greek commu-
nity could be described as any-

thing but apathetic.

Asamember of the IFC Execu-
tive Council this year, we have
worked hard to advance the posi-
tive image of Greek Life on cam-
pus and in the community.

Too often the positive aspects
of Greek Life are overlooked to
focus on the negatives. The staff
editorial written last week only
hinders our efforts to maintain
this image.

As evidenced by the editorial
there are obviously some strong
feelings towards Greek Week
among the members of the Greek
community. We believe these
feelings would be better concen-
trated on discussing ideas for im-

provements rather than making
them the focus of a Staff Edito-
rial.

The IFC and Panhellenic
Councils would be happy to hear
your ideas and suggestions at
their respective meetings which
are held weekly.

Communication is essential to
function within the Greek com-
munity and our body meetings
provide the proper forum for dis-
cussing these newideas and sug-
gestions.

Sincerely,

Timothy Lynott, Fraternity Af-
fairs Chair

Interfraternity Council

Administrative reshuffling concentrates power

By Daniel Scripps
Freelance Writer

In the past month and a half,
three senior administration posi-
tions have been vacated, with two
vice presidents leaving the col-
lege, and the director of admis-
sions being reassigned to a new
position.

On March 10, President Stone
informed the college community
of Jon Groteluschen’s decision to
retire following 15 years of ser-
vice to Alma College.

In his years as Vice President
of Finance, Groteluschen has
overseen the financial aspects of
adding five new building to cam-
pus, and the recent announcement
that the endowment had reached
the $100 million mark is due in
large part to his performance.

Despite  Groteluschen’s
achievements, President Stone
has decided to leave the position
vacant, with current Comptroller
John Johnston named to the posi-
tion of Comptrollerand Treasurer.
Johnston, along with Duane
Knecht, director of the physical

plant, will report directly to Presi-
dent Stone.

Similarly, Mark Nazario,
former director of admissions, has
been moved to the newly-estab-
lished position of Director of Spe-
cial Programs.

John Seveland, vice president
for academic affairs, will take on
the added responsibility of direc-
tor of admissions.

Lastly, Bill Biebuyck, vice
president for development, is
leaving to work for a camp in
Florida. There is no word yet on
whether this position will be filled.

Besides the obvious implica-
tions of leaving these positions
vacant, they also have the effect
of increasing the power of Presi-
dent Stone.

The changes in the last month
have left only two vice presi-
dents, with at least one of the
positions remaining unfilled.
Additionally, the number of posi-
tions reporting directly to the
President increases from four or
fivetoseven oreight, giving Stone
direct influence over up to four
more administrators, and reduc-

ing the importance of each of
these positions, especially the vice
presidents.

While it appears that what hap-
pened in the last month and a half
amounts to little more than an
administrative shake-up, it pre-
sents a grave threat to Alma’s
system of community gover-
nance. Stone quietly replaced a
system that empowers people at
every level in the college with
one that seeks complete central-
ization and undermines positions,
and the people that hold them, all

through the college community.

Stone always seems to be ad-
vocating Alma’s community
governance system, with stu-
dents, faculty and administra-
tors serving on the boards that
shape college policy.

However, when it comes to
structuring the college to put this
theory into place,

Stone appears to be leaning
more toan autocratic system with
himself in charge than any sys-
tem of community empower-
ment.

or an application.

Summer Camp Staff

Wanted!!

Indian Trails Camp, a residential summer camp
program for children and adults with physical
disabilities, seeks staff for the dates of June 6 to
August 15. Positions available include female and male
counselors, aquatics staff, activity leaders, nurses,
kitchen, and maintenance. Salary is between $1600 and
$1800 for the entire summer, depending on position.
Please call (616) 677-5251 for additional information
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