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Model UN wins outstanding delegation

By Erin Freeland
Staff Reporter

The Model United Nations team
secured a prominent victory during
their recent trip to New York.
Representing Uganda and compet-
ing against 170 schools from 20
different countries and four
continents, the team received an
award for outstanding delegation,
an honor given only to four
teams. :

The New York tournament was
held from March 25-29. It is the
largest Model UN tournament in
the world and receiving an
outstanding dclegation award
is comparable to winning first
place.

Teams present included
Georgetown, West Point and
North Carolina. Almaplacedabove
all of these institutions.

In preparation for the tournament,
the team performed extensive re-
search. During the tournament, the
team is divided up into committees,

Murphy

By Jennifer Hughes
Staff Reporter

Last Tuesday, senior Michelle
Murphy attended all of Alma Col-
lege President Alan Stone’s ap-
pointments, and he hers.

- Ironically, Stone and Murphy
selected April Fool’s Day for their
switch, though not on purpose,
Murphy said.

Murphy won the President for a
Day raffle contest sponsored by
the Senior Challenge Committee.
The winning raffle ticket was pur-
chased for her by a friend, and
when told she had won, Murphy
was excited. “I was really happy,”
she said explaining that her cousin
had been awarded the same oppor-
Lunity his senior year.

Murphy wasnotinformed of any-
thing pertaining to her day ahcad
oftime. “They justtoldme I nceded
Lo be here at 8:30 [a.m.],” she said.

Murphy attended an exccutive
staff meeting, received atourof'the
ncwly remodeled chapel by Rever-
end Jesse Perry, and atiended a
Rotary Club lunchcon with Regis-
trar Karen Klumpp. Shealsospoke’
with sororities aboit future plans,

in of Students, James Kridler
about housing and made an ap-
-pearance at the baseball game.

“I was impressed that everyone
was soadaptive tome. They didn’t
treat me as a student, but really
listened tomy ideas and opinions,”

each consisting of two people and
addressing a different topic. The
members of the leam were required
to research each separate topic in
order to come up with the best
solution to that world conflict. Each
committee has three different top-
ics to address and attemplt Lo re-
solvein lightofthe position Uganda
would have taken. Teams are given
different countries Lo represent at
cach tournament.

“You have to know an awlul lot
about the country and the topic,
said Justin Gustalfson (97),a four-
year member of the tcam. “[t takes
a lot of ume and work, but il is
definitely worthwhile.”

In his expericnce, Gustlafson has
seen the team grow [rom a program
which was in the beginning stages
Lo astrong compclilor on a national
and world level. He relaled that
half of the number ol people who
initially commit Lo the tcam actu-
ally stay, and that those who do
stay have a lot of [un. Gustafson

slated that each individual’s com-

mitment is whal kept the team
strong and made it a success. That
commitment wascitedasthekey to
the team’s winning record.
Gustafson gave much credit to
the team’s advisor, Sandy Hulme, .
professor of political science. “He
pushes us, bends over backwards

: : Studenfs
packed into the
MacCurdy
 House last week
to attend Shirley
Bechill’s pre-

_ sentation on the
healing power of
Reiki. Bechill is

. the wife of
Vern Bechill,

- professor of
sociology. See
slory on page 4.
Photo by Jon
Croff.

plays preS|dent

Senior Michelle Murphy sits at President Alan Stone’s desk as he
cttends her classes. Photo by Derek Warner.

Murphy commented.

“I'wasn’tsurpriscd by anything,’
she continued. “Itwas funny how
many pcople came in for raises.”

The expericnce gave Murphy a
closcr look than most students ever
gel into what a college president
docs all day.

“I think he’s [Stonc| gota lot of
pressure on his shoulders to make a
lotofdecisions... to try Lo pleascall
thosc dillerent sectors in imple-
menting those decisions. I can sce
how that would be a frustrating
process,” she said.

Murphy- fecls that the hardest
part about being president would
be “pleasing the students in com-
parison to pleasing the faculty and
administration as well ... T justknow
that he talks to students a lot. I
don’tthink peoplerealize how busy
hlS schedulc is. I think it’s nice

how Dr. Stonc has his dooropen all

' thetime. It's very convenient, very

welcoming.”

Murphy belicves she got to sec
the “good part of the job.” She
would have liked Lo possibly “hear
some of the student complaints,
inlcract more with the students. [
could have gotten a better (ecl of
whal gocs on with that.”

Murphy tsapolitical science and
business doublc major. She plans
1o study corporate law next ycar al
DcPaul University in Chicago, 1lli-
nois.

Murphy is excited about her [u-
ture, but is not sure she would make
a good college president.  “Any-
where I would go, I would prob-
ably want a high position, but I’'m
not the best person when it comes
to fundraising and that’s one big
part of the job,” she commented.

forus,and expectsalotofus. Alot
of the credit is owed to him.”
Other members of the Model UN
team are Beth Cain (98), Jaime
Campbell (99), Jen Corry (98), Wil-
liam Doyle (00), Heather
Druskowski (00 ), Jason Fisher (99),
Julie Gerkin (99), Tom Glegola

(98), Sakina Hill (97), Josh Lin-
coln (96), Pascal Michel (97), Bran-
don Miller (97), Peter Muccio (99),
Stuart Nasson (97), Gabe Nguema
(97), Kevin Nielson (00), Natasha
Parassram (97), Amy Tcholakh
(00), Andy Tillman (00), Kcvin
Tunks (97) and Katie Zopf (00) .

College

By Charlotte Grant '
Freelance Writer

The many students who rely
on the bright light of halogen
lamps will seon need to find a
lighting altcrnative.

Dean of Students Jamcs
Kridler and Physical Plant Di-
rector Duane Knecht have de-
cided to ban the use of halogen

“lamps in college housing start-
mb this fall.

“I know it will: be an inconve-
nicnce,” Kridler said. “Bul we
wanted o notify people not o
bring them back next fall.”

The lights arc popular because
they give olf a great amount ol
light, they arcchcapand the bulbs
ncver burn out. Unforwnately,
the bulbs do have an tendency Lo
burn out other things, such as
curtains, papers and other flam-
mable objects.

Halogen lamps are being
banncd for just thisrcason—they
arc considered a firc hazard.
When lit, halogen bulbs can reach
up to 1,200 degrees Fahrenheit.
This extreme healt sometimes
causes flammable materials up
to cighteen inches away 1o spon-

to ban

halogen lamps

taneously catch fire. In fact, three
fires have already been started by
halogen lamps this year in cam-
pus housing. Although noinjuries
resulted and no major possessions
were destroyed, Kridler feels that
these incidences are indicative of
the large risk halogen lamps posc.

Kridler and Knecht plan o is-
suc a letter to students soon to
notily themof the ban. Nextycar’s
incoming [irst-ycar students will
also receive notices instructing
them not to bring the lamps o
campus.

There ishope, however, [or stu-
dents who own halogen lamps.
Given the nationwide concern
over these lamps, there is cur-
rently research underway 1o
determine if a halogen bulb that
burns at a cooler lemperature can
be produced. Kridler says thatil'a
brcakthrough 1s made and the
new bulbs become available, he
will issue a new letter to students
informing them which bulbs
will be acceptable instudenthous-
ing.

However, unless a new, cooler
burning bulb can be found, the
halogen lamp ban will take effect
this fall.
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SUN shines for Earth Week

By Staci Hill
News Editor

Withtheend of Earth Week 1997,
the AlmaCollege campusand com-
munity has received an uplift in its
overall healthand well-being. Over
the past week Students United for
Nature (SUN) encouraged students,
faculty and community members
to think about the earth
and actively attempt to
take better care of it.

According to SUN

- Vice President Adrienne
Worrell (98), “Our pur-
poseisjust to educate the
campus, educate people
about the environment
and keeping the earth’
clean.” .

This year the annual Earth Week
invited people to participate in two
large events: Adopt-A-Highway
and Pine River clean-ups. On
Wednesday afternoon, lwo carloads
of people traveled towards Ithaca
on U.S. 27 to pick up litter along
the sides of the highway. Although
the participants thought it was a
dirty job they enjoyed the opportu-
nity to help clean the environment.

The week closed with the Dr,
Luke Memorial Pine River Clean-
Up. This project was performed in
memory of the late Tracy Luke,
who served Alma College asa pro-
fessor of religion, Students walked

along the banks of the Pine Riverin
Alma and picked up liter. In the
past SUN has traveled down the
riverincanocsand clcancd up litter
floating in the water.

Also, as a part of the memorial,
SUN planted a tree in Pine River
Park. This proved to be the most
difficult project for SUN members
to plan as they needed approval

from the city of Alma to plant the
tree. SUN cventually plans to erect
a memorial plaque by the tree, but
the group must wait until the city
approves the plaque and they get
enough money in donations to cre-
ate it.

SUN is accepting donations for
the Luke memorial plaque. Ques-
tions can be dirceted 1o SUN Presi-
dent Julic Grannis (98) or Worrell.

Other cvents ook place during
Earth Weck that were less time-
consuming and still tocused on the
environment, including participa-
tion in Scicnce Blowout, sponsored
by the chemistry honor socicty,
Chi Epsilon Mu, and Chem Club.

Monday nightstudents made bird
feeders by recycling plastic milk
jugs that were cut out and hung up
with wire. The bird [ceders were

delivered to clderly members of

the Alma community on Friday
afternoon.

“Overall, they really secemed to
appreciate it. This was a great way
to give back Lo the community,”
~ Worrell said. :

The campus listencd
to Glen Howarth speak
about General Motors
and the environment
Tuesday night. Howarth,
a GM employee, ex-
plained the means by
which GM attempts to
protect against air and
waler contamination.

As a fun, small activity, SUN
held a raffle for SUN t-shirts all
weck in Hamilton Commons. Stu-
dents answcred five short ques-
tions about the environment, then
SUN members drew the first five
quizzes with the correct answers as
winncrs of the ralfle. Students can
purchase SUN t-shirts for S10 from
any SUN member. The group de-
signed new shirts [or this year.

Overall the group is pleased with
Earth Week 1997. As Worrell stated
“Everything has been working out
so well. The weather has been co-
operating and pcople have partici-
pated.”

“I've always said
that it's a wonder
they haven't fired
me, because that
grass has never
stayed mowed
yet!”

—Clell “Shorty”
Monroe, physical
plant grounds-
keeper

By Erin Freeland
Staff Reporter

Clell Monroe, better known
tothe Alma College community
as “Shorty” is now looking
forward to retirement ‘from
the -Physical Plant’s grounds
crew. i

He recounted his years spen
on this campus with much en-
thusiasm and happiness.

“I like people,” he began, “I
have always been a storyteller,

Grounds keeper retires
from Alma after 25 years

and there is a sense of humor in me
that has to come out sometimes,
even when I’m trying Lo be serious.
If T can make a couple of people
laughaday, I’ve done whatI wanted
to do.”

Monroe began his work here in
1971. Atthattime Robert S wanson
was president of the college. “I
thought the world of him,” Monroc
stated. He also related that he has
always gotten along well with the
other college presidents since that
time.

Monroc comes from a [amily
of 11 children, including his twin
brother, Bill. He grew up in the

- ncarby town of Vestaburg. His
- daughter, Karen, also works at

Alma College in Joec’s Placc.

Monroe said that he would also
like to thank everyone who came
Lo his retircment party, which was
so jam-packed that pcople had 10
wail to get in thc door. When
Monroe was rewarded for 25 ycars
of service, President Alan Stonc
stated that he had not known him
by any name other than “Shorty,”
therefore the plaque was cngraved,
““Shorty’ Clell Monroc.”

Monroe stated that his job has
not changed a lot over the years,
but he has always Lried to do his
best. '

~ der they haven’t fired me, be-

“I’ve been mowing this grass
for 21 years, and I know every
humpand bump on this campus.
I’ve always said that it’s a won-

cause that grass has neverstayed
mowed yet!”

Monroe always tried to make
the job easier, even if it was
hard, by enjoying himself at all
times. Being around people was
his favoritc part of the job.

“If you don’t have fricnds,
you don’t have anything, and
you’ve gotta be a [riend Lo have
one,” he said.

When asked about his retire-
mentplans, Monroc said he *“*had
adate with some fish.” Heowns
two boats, and plans on [ishing
in ncarby lakesand camping with
his wifc this summer. His
favorite spots include a creek
hc has visited for the past 31
ycars, located ncar Stanton,
Michigan.

Through family hardshipsand
troubled times, Monroe has cs-
tablished himsclfas apartof the
Alma College community.

He concluded, “Ifanyoncelse
takes my placc, I hope that they
arc as courteous Lo the students
as [ was, because [ love these:
kids.” '

Students United for Nature members pose by a sign on US 27
declaring their cleanup site. The group included an Adopt-A-
Highway cleanup event during Earth Week. Photo by Derek

Warner.

Retention rate drops,
still above average

By Lisa Sherman
Staff Reporter

James Kridler, dean of students,
recently conducted a study of the
retention rate of the students at
AlmaCollege and found that Alma
has a retention rate this year of 88
percent, down one point from last
year. Thisrate is slightly ahead of
the national average for similar
institutions.

The study was conducted be-
causc retention is important to the
college. Alma wants Lo keep the
studentsitrecruits and,as Kridler
explained, there is always room
for improvement. Kridler stated
that “A good rciention rate is a
good indicator of the strength of
an institution.”-

Kridlerexplained that the study
“probably raiscs morc question
than answers.” He claimed that
there are as many rcasons that
students lcave Alma College as
there are students who Icave and
these diverse motivations make il
difficult to find ways o rclain
similar students. Alma College
does conductexitintervicws with
students who lcave before gradu-
auon as a way (o determine their
reasons for lecaving. Also, a study
was conducted of students who
left Alma, but found they rcally
do not look any different than
those students who stayed.

As a way 1o help retention,
Sophomore Talk was conducted
for the first time this year. This
program was designed so that
sophomores could share their im-
pressions of Alma after their first
year of college was over. How-
ever,only 37 students participated
in the program and those who did
participate voiced no common
complaint. -

The MEGA program was also
started a few years ago lo ease

“first-year students’ transition into

college life, thus helping to retain
students.

Furthcrmore, so thal students
know what o expect [rom their
classes, cvery professor distrib-
utes a syllabus at the beginning of
cach term. While not unique to
Alma, this practice is not found at
many other institutions. Also, be-
fore drop/add period is over, pro-
[essors arc 1o give students two
grades so that the students know
how they arc doing.

Kridler [urther cxplaincd that
the faculty-student relationships
arc very importantin the retention
of students. He stated that those.
rclationships, thercfore, need L0
be supported, expanded upon and
improved. i

“We're doing a lot of things
right. We’re doing things thatother
institutions are just beginning to
talk about,” reflected Kridler.
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Almanian, Scot, WQAC heads selected

Knapp, Tapley, Fiedler and Muccio to lead campus media in 1997-98

By Cheryl Lenard
Freelance Writer

The Communications Commit-
tec has announced the new media
heads of The Almanian, The Scot,
and WQAC. The committee, lcad
by Deanof Students James Kridler,
consists of the current heads of the
organizations, five selected stu-
dents and elected faculty, has
chosen Chris Tapley (99) and
Beth Knapp (98) as co-editors
in Chief of The Almanian,
Cynthia Fiedler (99) as editor
of The Scot and Peter Muccio
(99) as general manager of
WQAC.

Knapp and Fiedlerhave been
re-selected for their positions
and Tapley and Muccio are new to
theirjobs. Both Tapley and Muccio
have worked previously with The
Almanian and WQAC respec-
tively. The media heads are now in
the process of hiring their stalfs
for the 1997-98 school year.

When asked about why he
wishes to hcad The Almanian,
Tapley responded, “I’ve been in-
volved with journalism since my
freshman year of high school. The

Almanian is a good thing lor the
campus and [ would likc Lo contrib-
ute to that.” Knapp stated a similar

response.

Some goals of the cditors for
nextyearinclude having acompre-
hensive training session for new
staff members and improving the
journalistic writing skills of the staff
members. Knapp is optimistic about

WQA eral man-
ager for 1997-98

the future of the paper. “I want to

“do more because now I know the

basics of the job and think I can go
further with the paper.”

Ficdler fecels similarly about The
Scot. “1 camc into the editorship as
a sophomore with limited experi-
ence,” she said. “Now I would like
10 lake the staff 1o the next level.”
This “next level” includes goals
such as more detailed information
for stories, better photographs and

betlercommunication between stafl
members.

Sheadded, “Nextyecar we will be
able to focus more on creativity
since we will have rcturning
staff who have worked with me
before.”

Like Fiedler and The Scot,
Muccio would like to give WQAC
awhole new image. He would like
1o see a “tolal improvement

in every aspect.” This
includes such things as a bet-
ter variety of music, increased
campus involvement with
other organizations and
more participation by local
businesses. Muccio would
also like to see bigger name
bands on campus like the
band that was here last Friday night
for the all-campus Honors Day
concerl.

“Look for the ncw WQAC next
ycar. IUs going to be different and
beuer,” said Muccio.

The .new media heads for The
Almanian, The Scot and WQAC
have sct several goals for improve-
ment and arc optimistic about the
work 0 bc accomplished next
school ycar.

- NEWS BREIFS -

+ Student Congress minutes arc
now available on c-mail. Anyonc
interested in recciving minulcs
via e-mail should contact Student
Congress Sccretary Jenn Tripp at
98Tripp.

» Tickets for commencement
and graduation brunch are now
available at main switch in Reid
Knox. Seniors can receive up to
eight complimentary tickets for
commencement and three for the
brunch, including their own ticket

10 the brunch.

» Gordon Henry, visiting
professor of English, will give a
rcading of fiction and poctry
tonight at 8 p.m. in the Clack Art
Gallery. Copics of his award-
winning novel The Light People
will be on sale al a reception
following the reading.

» The Alma College Choirs will
perform Bach’s St. John Passion,
a work of sacred music, Friday,

April 11 at 8 p.m. in Heritage
Center, Presbyterian Hall. Tickets
are available by calling the box
office at x7304.

« Pre-med students are cligiblc
for Roberta B. Swanson Pre-Med
Scholarships. Anyonc interested
in applying for this award, and
have not already received the
application, may pick up infor-
mation at the Financial Aid
Office. Completed applications
are due by April 15.

i
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Junior Beth Knapp and sophomore Chris Tapley edit pages of The .
Almanian before the final paste-up. Knapp and Tapley are the
paper’s co-editors for the 1997-98 academic year. Photo by Dan

Scripps.

Dunning Memorial
Chapel renovations
near completion

By Lisa Sherman
Staff Reporter

Thechapel renovations are nearly
complele.

The renovations began February
22, the first day of Spring break,
and should be completed within
the next week.

Reverend Jesse Perry described
the renovations more
as a ‘“redccorating
than renovating” ol
thechapel. [t was ac-

kneeling bench for prayer willmost
likely be installed. Perry plans on
putting litcrature on different reli-
gions there, which he hopes stu-
dents will pass along to him for that
purpose.

The only problem with placing
the prayer chapel in the balcony is
that it will not be handicap acces-
sible. If there is an interest, though,
accommodations will
be attempted.

Also, the cross in
the chapel has been

tually given a “face
lift.” Marelle Interi-
ors.helped with the
chapel renovations
and redecorations.
Scveral improve-

Reverend Jesse

Perry described
the ren_o‘va_rions_.'

more as a “re-
decorating than

taken down. Eugenc
Pattison, chair and
prolessor of English,
haddesignedit. Itwas
taken down because,

mcnts were madc.
The entire interior of
the chapel was re-
paintcd and new car-
pct was pul in all of
the public arcas of the chapel. New
drapes were also hung.

Another major undertaking was

“ moving the organ. It had been in a

“hiding place” as Perry explained,
but has now becen moved out onto
the chancel.

Furthermore, permanent choir
riscrs were installed. Previously,
temporary risers had been uscd.
The new risers hold 100 people.
There are plans Lo make a prayer
chapel in the balcony, hopelully

_ within the ngxtcouple of weeks. A

renovating” of
the chapel.

as Perry described, it
was a cross ol the
“50’s” and was oul-
datcd. Also, 1t was a
little large for the arca
it was in. Pawuson is
going Lo design ancw cross for the
chapel.

Plans for a coflce break room in
the basement arc in the makings as
well. The office arcas of the chapel
will be renovated at a later date.

Perry explained that the chapel
was renovated partly because ithas
been probably 20 o 30 years since
last done and it was due [or the face
lift.

The chapel is now open for ser-
vices. Service was hcld once again
in the chapel on Sunday.
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Global Service Fellows announced

By Jennifer Hughes
Staff Reporter

Forthe past few years, two Alma
College students have been sc-

lected for the Global Service Fel-

lowship to teach school children in
India for eight months. Prior 10
this, the program was known as the
Africa Fellow Program. Recently,
juniors Laura Gornicki and Luba
Manko have been selected as the
next two Global Service Fellows.

“l'hugged Patty Landis [director
of International Studies]. I wanted
to cry, [ was really excited about
it,” Gornicki said when told she
had been selected.

“My heart was pounding,”
Manko said. “I justkept thanking
Patty. Itdidn’t even seem real.”

Gornicki and Manko will live
and work 1n a village school in
southern India. The village is a
primarily Christancommunity and
the school is English speaking,
though it is not the English Ameri-
cans arc used to. Gornicki and
Manko will be the only two native
English speakersteaching the chil-
dren.

Gornicki and Manko will lcave
July 31 for India and will return at
the end of March 1998.

The two will observe the classes
for a while and then be allowed Lo
sclect classcs based on their inter-
ests and take over somc of thosc
classes for the teachers.

“I’d like 1o teach a lot of En-

glish,” said Gornicki. “ButI’d like
to leach something fun00.” Manko
agrees that they will probably teach
mostly English, but is also inter-
ested in leaching science to the chil-
dren.

Manko has always expressed a
desire to join the Peace Corps. “This
opportunity is kind of a nice me-
dian because you get 1o work with
children,” she said. “Plus, going o
represent Alma College is quite an

honor.”

Gornicki is most excited about
thekids. “Allmy jobs haverelated
to kids. I’ve seen pictures of the
Indian kids and they’re beautiful,”
she said.

Both Gornicki and Manko are
cxcited about visiting I[ndia.
Gornicki is excited 1o travel and
plans on seeing the Taj Mahal and
hopes 1o spol an elephant. Manko
hopes to meet Mother Teresa.

Manko expects it to be hard to
adjust to being away from family
and friends and also knows that
“many times it’s hard to be a disci-
plinarian and on the same level’” as
the school children, one challenge
she hopes to overcome.

Gornicki and Manko must travel
light when the leave in July, but
they are looking for children’s
books and educational materials to
take with them.

GomickiisanEnglishmajor with
a speech communication minor.
Her career plans involve second-
ary education. Manko hopes Lo
Jjoin the Peace Corps and work in
the Ukraine. Eventually she plans
Lo pursuc a carcer in medicine and
eventually become a missionary
doctor.

1997-98 India Fellows Luba Manko and Laura Gornicki pose for a

photo. Photo by Jon Croff.

MacCurdy House hosts Bechill for talk on reiki

By Larissa VanderZee
Feature Editor

Last Tuesday there was a lot of
talk about energy at the MacCurdy
housc—specifically the cnergy
known as reiki (ray - key). Shirley
A. Bechill, reiki master-teacher,
gave a presentation on the mental
and physical benefits of learning
how to tap the energy of reiki.

“As described by Bechill, reiki is
a“universal life-force energy used
for healing balance of the body,
mind, and spirit.”” The use of reiki
began with Mikao Usui in Japan
during the nineteenth century and

Four Pride

By Duaniel C. Scripps
Co-Editor-In-Chief

On Saturday, March 22 four
members of Alma Pride traveled
to Eastern Michigan University lor
the 1997 Queer Student Leader-
ship Summit, which lasted from
1lam.to9 p.m.

The conference, which was en-
titled “Vision: Looking Back,
Moving Forward,” was sponsorcd
by Eastern’s Lesbian, Gay, Bi-
sexual, Transgendered Student As-
sociation. Though the organ-
ization’s title is inclusive, many
people at the conference, includ-
ing the members of Pride, spoke
on their dislike of labels. “I mcan,
we'reallhuman,”commented first-
year student Liz Esch.

The .conference featurcd two
speakers, discussion groups, Lopic
seminars and opportunities 1o meet
pecople from organizations from
across the state.

has continually become more popu-
lar.

Beflore beginning her talk, Bechill
informed all of the participants that
she would not be giving actual reiki
trcatments. Typically, treatments

* lake about an hour.

She did explain that a treatment
involved a trained reiki instructor
and a willing participant. Focusing
on the transfer and movement of
energy 1s the main aspect of the
treatment. This energy is contained
in what is called a “chakra.”

Bechill explained that these en-
ergy centers connect within the
human body as well as the outside

In addition to Esch, Alma Pride
sent three other members o the
conference. They were first-year
studenis Melissa Allen and Erica
Whichello and sophomoere Karl
Woll, Commented Esch, “We were
thinking we were walking into a
room of twenty people, but it was
packed. That was very comforl-
ing.”

She continued, “It was the com-
fortofhaving 100 pcople all having
onc thing incommon and not being
shunned.”

The session started with discus-
sion groups that began with an ice-
breaker. This gave thosc in atien-
dance the opportunity Lo mect onc
another and discuss what does and
what does not work on the cam-
puses they represented. Alma was
-the only small schoolrepresented at
the conference, which also played
host 1o Michigan State Universily,
the University of Michigan-Ann
Arbor, the University of Michigan-

atmosphere. “The energy external
Lo the human body comes into the
body through thec head, moves down
the chakras and out the feet back
into the earth,” explained Bechill.
The encrgy also moves out of the
body through the arms and hands.
For this reason, the hands become
an important component in rciki
treatments: the reiki instruclor uses
his or her own energy passed
through their hands to do healing
on the participant.

Bechill also spoke about her per-
sonal experience with reiki and its
benefits. She firstbegan using reiki
afterseeking health assistance from

Dearborn, Western Michigan Uni-
versity and Oakland University.
Whichello stated that her favorite
part of the conference “would have
to be when we met with the other
groups. It was cool o scc how far
the other groups had come.”

“It was a great way Lo network,”
added Esch.

This was followed by the kcy-
note speaker, Democratic United
States Congresswoman Lynn Riv-
crs, who spoke over lunch.

Following lunch, conlerence at-
tendees had the opportunity Lo go
to different lopic seminars, which
featured topics such as homosexu-
ality in the Bible, salc sex, domes-
tic violence, coming out, overcom-
ing internalized homophobia and

defending and rcacting o hatc -

crimes.

_ “It[the conference] wasn’ta so-
cial occasion; it was a learning ex-
perience,”said Esch, “We’re walk-
ing away from it with new knowl-

a nutritionist about 10 ycars ago.
This nutritionist not only guided
Bechill in her physiological health
butalsoinformed her that her spiri-
tual and emotional health necded
balancing.

“I was giving too much of my-
sell. T gave myself away all the
time without realizing it. I needed
to learn how toreclaim my energy,
how to recycle it and not give it
away. Studying reiki taught me how
to do this,” stated Bechill,

Most importantly, reiki promotes
the ideaof personal, individual heal-
ing. “Healing is our own work; no
one canheal us. We are the primary

members attend leadership summit

edge.”

The conference concluded with
an address from Minnie Bruce Pratt,
awell-known author and educator.

The members who went credit
the conference with bringing Pride

healers,” claimed Bechill, whofur-
ther stated that “we become em-
powered when we look Lo healing
ourselves.”

For many of the those present at
Bechill’s presentation, this was
their first encounter with reiki. Se-
nior Jeff Wenizloff was one such
student. As a pre-medical student,
he had an interest in the talk as it
focused on healing. “Although 1
don’tknow much about it, it seems
like itcould be auseful supplement

tothe traditional practices of medi-

cine, especially in helping a patient
heal the entire body,” said
Wentzloff.

at Eastern

closer logether as a group as a re-
sult of the expcrience they shared
in going.

“I’m really glad that I had the
opportunity Lo go. [L gives us stuff
to work with in the future,” com-
mented Esch.

MUSCULAR DYSTROPHY ASSOCIATION

When your child has a neuromuscular
disease, you have a million questions.
MDA answers them all through special
videos and brochures, and just by being
there. It’s education for life.

call 1-800-572-1717.
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Theatre ends year with a bang

By Scott A. Harman

Freelance Writer

SightUnseenprovediobeagrand
culmination of four years of hard
work by six of Alma College
Theatre’s (ACT) seniors. The care
and dedication put in by everyonc
involved, from the actors on stage
Lo the backslage crews to director
Joc Johnston (97), was rcadily ap-
parent.

This show was Johnstlon’s sec-
onddirectorial project,afterDanny
and the Deep Blue Seain the fall of
1995. Sight Unseen was orders ol
magnitude different from Danny’s
in-your-face intensity, but Johnston
showed his versatilily as a director
by creating another high-quality,
coherent production. Johnston
taught audience members a lesson
about artistic inspiration and dedi-
cation, both through the form and
content of this show.

Particularly impressive was the
acting of this weekend’s perfor-
mances by Mark H. Andrews (97),
Elizabeth Bullmer (97), Brian
Papendick (98) and Kristi Stariha
(00). Characlerizations had a prac-
ticed subtlety thatevery actor strives
for, and few can consistently
achicve. Papendick, especially, was
adelight 1o watch in his character-
ization of Nick, a shy, jcalous, sofl-
spoken English archacologist.
Papendick finished outa very strong
season, including roles in God's
Country, 'Dentity Crisis and The
Rivals, with this, perhaps his best-
ever performance on the Alma
College stage.

Andrews was also supcrb in his
performance as painter Jonathan
Waxman, the play’s prolagonist.

- Andrews took the audience with

him on the wrong turns, dead-ends
and returns home along Jonathan’s
journey as an artist.

Bullmer, likewise, was marvel-
ous as Patricia, Jonathan’s college
lover. The changes in Patricia as a
result of Jonathan’s actions were
apparent and masterfully per-
formed. :

Both Andrews and Bullmer faced
the unique challenge of playing
charactersattwo differentpointsin
theirrespective lives, duetothe 15-
yeartimelinc of Donald Margulies’
script. They did this extremely ef-
fectively through changes in dia-
lect, manncrisms and attitude. The
changes in costume, as designed
by Rebekah Doyle (97), also helped
make the characters very clear (o
the audience.

Stariha performed ably and well
as Grele, but regrettably was not
quite as strong.as in her two previ-
ous ACT performances, in Hop-
scoich and The Rivals. Her con-
ncction with Andrews in their in-
terview scenes did not seem as real
as the conncclions between other
actors in other scenes. These two
scenes werc also Andrews’ weak-
est—Ilacking in the constant pas-
sion in discussing art that his char-
acter exhibits throughout the play.

Though many technical elements
of the show were excellent, most

notably Doyle’s costumes, there
werc a few problems that madc
things unclear or distracting L0 au-
diences. A wall from the scenc four
sct blocked the view of somc audi-
cnce members. Also, the set of the
art gallery interview, along with
shadow-heavy lighting, made it
unclear as to whether the scencs
werca TV interview oran informal
one,as the scriptcalls for. Andrews
and Starihaaddedtothe “TV show”
look by looking directly outward
rather than at each other for some
of the dialogue, as if speaking into
a camera. Overall, however, the
products of set designer April Em-
ery (97), lighting designer JillOprea
(97) and costume designer Doyle
were helpful and effectual in set-
ting the stage and mood for each
locale of the play’s action.

The six scniors for whom this
show served as a thesis—Johnston,
Andrews, Bullmer, Doyle, Emery
and Oprea— all descrve to be proud
of this, their final project in their

impressive and extensive bodies
ol work with ACT. Their artistic
accomplishment with Sight Un-
seen proves-once again that Alma

College has a strong and growing
theatre program that well prepares
its students [or professional lifc.

57 7 7 ~ ”

Above: Senior Mark H.

Andrews, who played Jonathan
Waxman in Sight Unseen, works
on a painting of Patricia, who
was played by senior Elizabeth
Bullmer. Both Andrews and
Bullmer participated in the
production for their senior theses
in theatre. Photo by Jon Croff.

Left: Bullmer poses for Andrews
in his college art studio. Though
this scene concluded the play, it
took place fifteen years before
the first scene of the production.
Photo by Jon Croff.

Below: Andrews talks to Nick
(junior Brian Papendick),
Patricia’s husband, as he
prepares to leave their home in
northern England near the
conclusion of Sight Unseen.
Both Nick and Patricia (pictured
left) worked as archaeologists in
the production. Photo by Jon

Croff.
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Jazz Ensemble swings Heritage Center

By Amanda Kever
Freelance Writer

This past Sunday, the Alma Col-
lege Jazz Ensemble performed their
Spring Concerl. [ was an cvening
of favorites by Ellington, Edison,
and Stone. Under the direction of
Alma alum Don Mectcalf, the Jazz
Ensemblc perlormed a total of ten
speetacular works, including “Cen-
terpicce” featuring senior Jorge
Livingston, junior Anne Murphy
and first-year student Mike Slafer.

During hissolo, Livingston gave
astrong performance, one thatdem-
onstrated his skill as a vocalist as
well as one that could sing the
blues.

Murphy, demonstrated her skill
on the alto saxophone as she per-

formed her solo with a crisp, clcan
cdge.

And of course Slater rocked the
house as he slammed the
kcysofthe piano, notunlike
hisperformancein the Blucs
and Pop concert the band
performed last month. He
brought a certain energy o
the event, onc that added
excitement 0 watching the
performance.

“Centerpiece’” concluded
the firsthalfof the program,
capturing the audience’s at-
tention, building momen-
tum for the second half of the con-
cert.

The Jazz Ensemble concluded
the evening’s performance with the
lively number, “Messin’ with the

Kid.” Once again, listencrs were
not disappointed by scnior Matt
“Bubba’ Groves. He perlormed as

I loved it. 1t made me want
to get up and shake my tail
feather. :

*Kristi Stariha,
00

the lead vocalist, sumulating the
audience’s excitement, belting out
the lyrics. First-year student Jeff
“Elwood” Potterdazzled the crowd

with his solo performance on the

blues harp, captivating the interest

ol cveryonc. The other talented

soloist [or this number was sopho-
morc Brian “G-Man”
Whitton. He performed his
guitarsolo withmastery and
Intensity.

This exciting finale
brought the audicnces’
handstogethertoclapalong
with the beat. They also
became vocal in their praise
of the bands’ Lalents, hoot-
ing and yelling for morc
music.

“[ really liked it. They

sounded great,” said first-year stu-
dent Kristen Schutt, “I thought that
the whole thing was good.” The
overall audience response was a
positive one, most members enjoy-

ing the jazz music and the musi-
cians themselves.

Even those who had cxperienced
Jazz for the first-time through this
concert cxpressed pleasure at be-
ing a part of the jazz cxpericnce.

There were even those audicnce
members who were groovin® along
with the tunes, barely able Lo stay
scated. First-year student Kristi
Stariha said, “I'lovedit. [t made me
want 1o get up and shake my (ail
fecather.”

The band will perform sclections
from this concert in their concert at
Hamilton Commons’ “Jazz Under
the Stars” this Wednesday evening
and at the Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia
Jazz Festival on Saturday after-
noon.

Senior theS|s prolects complete Alma experlence

By Larissa VanderZee
Feature Editor

For many seniors, the end of the
ycar is a crazy lime. Graduation is
just around the corner, plans for
post-graduation are being settled,
and oh yes, that senior thesis has to
be finished. Not everyone is re-
quired to undertake the large task
ol completing a thesis, although
many students do.

Scnior thesis projects vary ac-
cording to the major and the re-
quirecmentsheld by the departinent.
Arl, dance, music and theatre ma-
jors usually finish their Alma Col-
lcge careers in a thesis that is pre-
sented by way of a performance or
show. Science students typically
spend hours and hours collecting
tangible data that cither proves or
disproves their hypothesis. And
those students studying the humani-
tics spend a substantial amount of
time researching their topic, con-
structing their arguments and then
writing the 25-40 page paper.

A student’s thesis must be a
projectof theirown creation, some-
thing unique to the field in which
they are studying. Also, thesis work
is donc independently. Students
work with an advisor, but the time
schedule is largely determined by
the student.

Why do so many students work
on such a huge project? In some
. ways itbringsclosure toonc’s aca-
demic endeavors throughout the
past four years. Students can re-
ceive up to four credits for their
work on a thesis. But probably the
biggest incentive (o writing a sc-
nior thesis is the chance Lo receive
departmental honors.

For the most part departmental
honors can not be granted through
any other means: a student must
complele a thesis if they hope o
obtain such honors. Once the thesis
is wrilten, the departmentmust vole
on whether of not the project is
worthy of receiving honors.

Completing athesisisademand-
ing, challenging, busy endeavor,
onc that closes out the Alma expe-
rience with a bang.

Senlor Theses Llst*

*L;st courtesy of the Reglstrar S Offlce

Art and Design
Emdy S. Damstm‘ Senior
- Susan Diana Wood: Senior
Show
Biochemistry
+ MoniqucR. Averill: ANovel
 Method of Spectroscopic

Troponm C/Calctum Binding
_ Using dibromo-BAPTA

Wymdn ‘Purifica-

ounlz,_'in the Male
Ve vGI'nds nf 78

1splay. uslng a*'Compulcr
AmmaledHypmheucaJAnces-
tral Male

* Rainy L, Inman Vegela-
tional Habitats of the Forest
Hill Conservation Arca
Business Administration
« Thomas G. Ervme, Jr.: Dis-
closing Business Realitics

» BrianT. Zollwen: Social RC—
sponsibility.

Chemistry i

» Todd M. Corneﬂhc Stron-
tium-90 Purification for Use
as a Generator of Chemically
Pure Yitrium-90

. ChrisLO'pﬁerD Seybcrt Ldn
'R;copu, Analysns :

« Curtis Blake White: Nucleo-
philic Attack of Salfur Ylides
at NZ—Acy} Complexes of Zir-
cemum i

Communications

« Lora J. Bingham: The Global

Village Locals: Communication,
Culture and Technology
Economics

« Jonathan D. Fisher; OASDI Rc-
forms: The Chilean Model
Education - :

» Kerri A. Pourcho: Conlempo-
raryChcmnsuyforElcmcmaryEdu-

Taylor: The Reduc-
tion of Emma Clcry inA Portrait of
the Artist as a Youn g Man

- Larissa S, Vandchec The Poli-
tics of Dialect: A Literary Con-
strucion | Q__ ,c,AJr;c,;n -American
Voice

Exercise and Heaith Science

+ Meuan A. Graham: Elfects of an
Aquatic Exercise Program on Mul-
tiple Sclerosis

- Sara C. Reinbold: Effects of a
Progressive Resistance Program on
Strength and Balance in the Institu-
tionalized Elderly

French

e LoriL; MLM‘mn The Poerydl
of Fear in the. Early Novcls of Mar-
guerite Dums

German :

« Lori L. ,McMann Zen und
Raumgestaltung in Gunther Grass’
Blechtromimel :

History =

« Jessica A. Bushore: Turning a
Deaf Ear: Rabbi Siephan S. Wise
and the Rooscyelt Administration’s
Eailure (o Intervene in the Holo-
caust

+ William R. Garchow: Different
Means 1o a Single End: Anglo-
Ainenc;m Relations with France,
June ta Dcccmbcr 1940

2 K. Hoeft: Eleanor
and the United Nations:
ang‘ F()mign Pol‘i'ty

Equalr ,-ACa_quludyothcchcl
Trials, 1925-1926

. NaiashaPara%ram hltcmdl.londl
Opposluon to U.S. Pohcy Toward
Cuba -

¢ Toree J. Stembol: U.S. and So-
viet Occupation inGermany, 1945-
48: The Dividing Force 1o the Cold
War

+ Carol M. Tabaka: The Roosevelt
Administration and the Holocaust
(1938-1945): The Silent Bystander
» Daniel J. Werner: The Politics of
Retribution: British Mediation in
Establishing ‘a System for Pros-
ccuti-_r‘ig Nazi War Crimes
Mathematics and Computer Sci-
ence

+ Jason R, Bandlow: Rewnstru(_L—
mgBuSumgsfrom LhmrSubermg,s
Music i

- Melissa D. Danicls: Senior Re-
cital featuring works by Bach,
Copeland, Mamn and Reincke

Philosophy

« Geoflrey Guy: Free Will

» Kathryn A. Taylor: An An-
drogynous Reconstruction of
Buddhism:

Political Science

» Adam M. Honeyseit: The
Goals 2000 Educate America
Act: Innovation or More of the
Same? _
« Michelle]. Murphy: Women
Lawyers Challenging the “Glass
Ceiling”

+ Daiv. K_Stonys Besccnumo,_.
Chaos Democrucy and the Gua-

. Knslen A. Kaiser: SALT:
Ncgonaung with the Encmy, A
Sociological Case Study

» Brian W. Morris: Exploring
the Constructionist Paradigm:
A Journcy into Social
Deconstruction

Theatre and Dance

« Mark H. Andrews: Aclor in
Sight Unseen

+ Elizabeth R. Bullmer: Actlor
in Sight Unseen

» Rebekah J. Doyle: Costume
Designer for Sight Unseen

+ Joseph:D. Johnston: Director
of Sight Unseen

«Jul R. Oprea: Lighting Dc-
signer of Sight Unseen

» Suzanne M. Vetrone: Artis-
tic Director for Student Chore-
ographer Concert
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Softball team mercies Albion tW|ce

By Chris Tapley
Sports Editor

With the winds blowing at near
record strengths the Alma Scots
softball tcam faced Albion this past
Sunday. The doubleheader had
originally been scheduled o occur
on Saturday but duc to rain was

postponed until Sunday. However,
on Sunday the team continucd to
fight the weather. The first game of
the scrics was temporarily stopped
during the first inning duc 0 a
short hail and rain storm. Even
alter the game had gotten back un-
der way the wind remained a prob-
lem throughout.

Despite the inclement wcather
the Scots rolled over the Britons. In
the firstgame, they won [ 1-Oand in
the sccond game they won 11-1.
Both games were stopped in the
fifth-inning due to the mercy rule
which states that if a tcam 1s win-
ning by more than ten points in the
fifth inning the game cnds.

Alma started out strong in the
first game, holding the Britons
scoreless in the top of the first in-
ning. The Scots then got their
chance at the bats and never looked
back. Alma scored 3 runs in the
first and added another two in the
second inning bringing the score Lo
5-0 in favor of the Scots. The next
inning the Scots put the finishing
touches on the game, scoring six
runs and bringing the score to 11-0
which put the game out of reach for
the Britons.

After the break the two teams
came back to try cach other out
again. The Scots again gained the
lead quickly by scoring two runs in
the first inning and holding Albion
scoreless. In the sccond, junior
Kristen Gardner hit a two run shot
bringing the score 10 4-0. The Scots
added onc more run in the inning
bringing the score to 5-0 at the end
of two. The Scots continued to add
to their Icad whilc only giving up
one run Lo defeat the Britons.

“We werc expecting them tobe a
little bit better than they were but
we justcame oul with our bats and
defensc and showed them who was

Pizza Chef

463-2433

OPEN EVERY DAY AT 11 a.m.
FREE DELIVERY ALL DAY LONG!

ubs-each only $3.69

[talian
Ham & Cheese
Vegetarian
Turkey
Chicken Breast

served cold with
mayo on the side

Salads
Small Tossed $1.69
Large Tossed $3.29
Small Antipasto or Chicken $1.99

Large Antipasto or Chicken $3.79
Dressings: Ranch, Italian, 1000 Island,
Fat Free Ranch, Fat Free latlian

¥

Pizza 10" Small Get another 14" Large Get another
Pricing 10" for - 14" for
Cheese 4.99 3.00 7.89 5.00
One topping 574 350 8.89 5.50
Two toppings 6.49 .00 9.89 6.00
Extra toppings 75 50 T.00 30
Chef's Special 7.99 5.00 11.89 7.00
Veggie Lover - 7599 5.00 11.89 ~7.00

Free delivery to Alma Gollege

A member of the Alma College softball team heads home for yet
another run in this weekend’s victories over Albion. The Scots won

both of their games through the mercy rule. Photo by Derek
Warner.

boss,”
Bruder.

Pitching in both games proved to
be important. Senior Andrca Hill
pitched in the first game while first-
ycar-student Becky Pierce pitched
in the second. They came into
Sunday’s game with 1.80 and 1.18
carncd run averages (ERA). They
lead the team accounting for twenty
of thctlcam’s twenly one wins. Hill
carries a 1 1-0 record while picrce
carrics an 9-2 record.

Alma’s hitting, however, played
the biggest role scoring 22 runs in

said sophomore Heather

ten innings of play.

“Today we hit the best we could
have hit,” said Bruder. This perfor-
mance at bat 1$ nothing new to the
Scots who have a tcam batting av-
crage over .300.

Alma’s next game is today at
Calvin College. Calvin is currently
ticd for first place in the MIAA
with the Scots.

“We nced to exceute and play up
to our level,” said Bruder.

The tcam will be at home on
Thursday to face Adrian and then
Olivet on Saturday.

Men’s tennis team
starts MIAA play

By Mike Traywick
Freelance Writer

The men’s tennis team began
their conference play this week,
witharoster of three returning play-
ers, and six new members.

The three returning members,
senior Nathan Lounds, junior Chris
Ahn, and sophomore Bill Zecedyk
make up the three top singles play-
crs, as well as the top doubles tcam
(Lounds and Ahn), and half of the
second doubles tcam (Zecdyk).

Juniors Todd Driverand JelfJoy
arc ncw cditions to the tcam, with
Driver playing sixth singles and
Joy in reserves. The roster is
rounded out by four first-year stu-
dents, Aaron Barnhart, Ryan Webb,
Nate Spang and Kevin Stanley.

Barnhart plays fourthsingles and
third doubles along with Spang.
Webb is the other half of sccond
doubles, and also plays fifth singles.
Stanley joins Joy in reserves.

Alma played a tough Division II
school, Northwood, on Friday
March 28. Northwood defcated
Alma 9-0.

“This was probably our best per-
formance asa tcam,” said Zeedyk.

On Wednesday, Alma played
Albionat Albion. Almacameaway
with a dominating victory, 9-0.

Both Driver and Barnhart went 1o
three sets, but both came away with
victoriestoclinch Alma’s sweep of
their first conference match.

“This was a good victory be-
cause it was our first conference
match, and everyone played well,”
said Zeedyk.

On Satwurday, Almawas supposed
Lo play their home opener against
Calvin, but because of the rain, the
lennis team was [orced to pack up
and move 1o the indoor facility of
Mid-Michigan in Midland. Calvin,
who is projected Lo come in second
in the MIAA, deleated the Scots 0-
9.

“Chris Ahn played a greatmatch,
going a tough three scts,” said
Zecdyk. “Calvin has a really deep
squad, which is why they’re pro-
jected to-go sccond in the MIAA,”
said Lounds.

When asked about the tennis
tcam’s lack of closc maltches
Lounds said, “Well, the team 1s
gelting betteras the ycar progresscs,
so when we do have close matches
later in the year, we’ll be ready for
them.”

Alma has threc matches this
weck, with Cornerstone on Mon-
day athome, Adrian away on Tucs-
day, ard Aquinas away on Friday.
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Track teams win

By Cheryl Lenard
Freelance Writer

Although the weather was not
ideal, warmer temperatures helped
both the men’s and women’s track
teams win theirmects against Hope
and Olivet Colleges on Satwrday.

“I was very pleased with the
teams’ [performance] despite the
weather,”said Kristen Gilbert (97).
Several first place finishes by both
Almateams helped the Scots accu-
mulate significantly more points
than either Hope or Olivet.

Although the teams all ran to-

-gether in the same races, this was
not a tri-meet. Competitions were
between individual teams. In es-
sence, three meets were going on at

‘the same time—Alma vs. Hope,
‘Alma vs. Olivet and Olivel - vs.

Hope.

Several firstplace finishes on the
women’s team helped them defeat
Hope College 97-48 and Olivet
College 138-2. First place finishes
included Joy Engblade (98) in the
5000 meters, JoAnnc Brijac (98)

in the shot put, high jump and jav-
clin, Rainy Inman (97) in the dis-
cus, Mcredith White (98) in the
100 meter hurdles and Kristen Gil-
‘bertinthe 100 and 200 meter events.
Both women’s relay tcams, 4x100
melers and 4x400 meters placed
first with times of 52.2 and 4:21
respectively.

The women claimed all point-
scoring places in the high jump,
100 meter hurdles and javelin with
Brnjac, White and Pamela
Rooyakker (00) claiming the top
three spots inthe high jump, White,
Brmnjac and Jennifer Cornfield (98)
in the 100 meter hurdles; and
Brnjac, Kristi Trisch (99) and
Torree Stembol (97) in the javelin.

“Everybody has worked hard,
and it really showed today,” said
Tammy Adams.(97).

The men’s team defecated Hope
95-58 and Olivet 111-36. Jon
Hanson (98) stated, “Everyone
stepped up when we nceded the
race points.” The men’s viclory
was aided by several first place
finishes including Greg Bowden

(00) in the discus, Peter Muccio
(99) in the 1500 meters, Hanson in
the 400, Greg Knight (99) in the
100 and 200 meters and Jason
Bandlow (97) in the 5000 mciers.
The men’s 4x400 mclers Lcam
placed first with a time of 3:25.
Other notable performances by
the men included Joey Mead (00)
and Josh Wiggins’s (00) perfor-
mances in the pole vault event and
Bowden’s sccond place perfor-
mance in the shot put after pulling
amuscle in the 4x100 meters race
carlier in the meet. The men’s team
sweptthejavelineventby claiming

first, second and third places against

both Hope and Olivet.

Men’s and Women’s Track
Coach Dan Gibson commented,
“Weknew it was abig meetand we
stepped up.”

The teams have five meets left
including onc this Wednesday at
Calvin College and the Alma Invi-
tational this Saturday. The regular
scason cnds with the conlerence
mcect on May 3.

Sophomore Tony Falsetta triple jumps during Saturday’s home
meets against Hope and Olivet. Photo by Derek Warner.

College sets preliminary plans for IM building

By Chris Tapley
Sports Editor

The view from Bruske hali-may be
changing within the next four years
ifall goes according to plan. A new

intramural building, which is cur-

rently in‘the planning phasc, will
beerected where Bahlke Ficld now
stands. Final completion will de-
pend on many factors.

The firstproblem the school faced
was finding a location for the new
building. According to President
Alan J. Stone the school wanlted a
location that would be fairly close
to the residence halls to facilitate
student use. Since the building will
be built on the site of the current
baseball field, the field is being
moved to school property on
Charles road, where a new com-
plex will be built.

One of the key detcrminants of

=== Sports Chat by Tom Glegola

when the [.M. building can be built
is how fast the new bascball com-

‘plex can be raised. Construction of

the new ficld is sct o begin this
summecr. :

“What we hope to do this sum-
mer is put in the burms around the
bascball diamond, plantsometrees,

get the diamond itsclf laid out, get

somc grass and some trees planted
and gel the road in. We probably
won’t getmany buildings up,” said
Stonc.

Construction of the new figld is
expected Lo lake close to two years.
This two years will involve gelling
the grass Lo grow correctly and
allowing the field to setle. How-
ever, construction on the new .M.
building cannot begin until after
the new field is ready to be played
on.

“The caveal Lo this is that we
havehired acampus planner, who’s

going lo come in and work with us
over the summer and into the fall
and he might tell us there’s a better
place to put this,” said Stonc.

The second major problem fac-
ing the school is funding for the
project. The current plans arc esti-
matcd Lo cost S3.5-4 million.

“What we are Lrying 1o do is find
scveral large gifts from a few do-
nors that would put together the
three and a half or four million
dollars,” said Stone. The board of
trustees has sct down that in order
Lo start construction, Alma must
have promises of gifts for the Lotal
cost of the building and must have
half of the money in hand.

The new building would most
likely contain three basketball
courts, which would possibly be
convertible into tennis courts, with
a track around them. There would
also be space for batting nets. This

would help to free up room in the
lower gym ol the Physical Educa-
tion building for other uscs. The
building would be similar in ap-
pearance o the other buildings in
that area of campus. It will most
likely be made of red brick and
have white capstones. ;

“A lot of that three and a hall 1o
four million dollars then turns out
to be brick, molding and good
looks,” said Stone.

“We see it as a high priority,”
said Stone. This status is given 1o
the new building for several rea-
sons; the first is the need for indoor
lennis courts.

“Other MIAA schools have in-
door tennis courts bul more impor-
tantly our students who play var-
sity tennis are spending too much
time commuting back and forth to

indoor courts when the weather is
bad carly in the scason,” said Stonc.

Another reason for the project’s
priority is the need for morc intra-
mural spacc.

“I don’t like the ideca of schedul-
ing the intramural games at twelve
o’clock at night, we need more
intramural space then we have for
certainly basketball but also vol-
leyball,” said Stonc.

The addition of the indoor track
would also be benclicial, giving
the track team someplace Lo prac-
tice when the weather is bad. ;

“I know what will happen is that
we’ll find many more uses for the
building for the whole student body.
Wereally seethisas intramural and
recreation, not a center for athletic
teams. This would be a building for
the student body,” said Stone.

All sports fans owe great debt to Jackie Robinson

This year Major League Bascball
will celebrate the S0th anniversary
of Jackie Robinsen’s hlsl()nc de-
but.

Robinson broke Major Leaguc
Bascball's color barricr in 1947,
when he signed a contract with
Brooklyn Dodger General Man-
ager Branch Rickey and donned a
Brooklyn Dodger uniform, coura-
geously challenging the decply
rooted custom of racial scgrega-
tion in the North and especially the
South.

Robinson encountered a great
deal of opposition and harassment
in the form of taunts, hate-mail and
even players purposefully sliding
into him at second base with their
spikes. Despite this, he was able 1o
hit for an average of .297 with 12
home runs and 29 stolen bases. For

his outstanding rookic scason, he
was named National League
Rookic of the Year, the first cver
Rookie of the Ycar.

In 1949 Robinson led the lcague
in batting average with a 342 and
he wasalsosclecled as the National
League Most Valuable Player. In
1955 Robinson linally won a World
Series Championship. As a result
of his greal success, he was in-
ducted into the Baseball Hall of
Famc in 1962.

Robinson’s success allowed for
further integration. Shortly alter
Robinson broke the color barricr,
othergreat African- American base-
ball players such as Siichel Paige,
Larry Doby and Roy Campaneclla
played in the Majors. This in turn
lead to the many other greal base-
ball players to play in latcr genera-

tions. Players such as Rod Carew,

Willic Mays, Willic McCovey and:

Reggic Jackson owea great deal 1o
Jackic Robinson, as do the bascball
fans who enjoycd their talent.

Robinson also paved the way for
intcgration in other prolcssional
Sports.

Bill Russell, Magic Johnson,
Karcem Abdul-Jabar and Michacl
Jordan would have never played
profcssional basketball without the
historic first sicp made by
Robinson.

Bill Brown, Lawrence Taylor and

Barry Sanders would have never
played football without Robinson
taking a stand in 1947.

Tiger Woods would not be al-
lowed to play golf in a country
club, let alone on the PGA Tour, if
Jackie Robinson did not break the

color barricr in bascball,

Somc might argue that cventu-
ally, intcgration would have oc-
currcd anyway, and the facl that
Jackic Robinson was the person
who was [irst intcgrated is irrel-
evant. Bul the fact that it was
Robinson s so rclevant. Ifhe did
nol take a stand, who would have?

In the age ol the multi-million
dollar cry baby professional ath-
lee, people should look back to
Jackic Robinsonas ancxample ol a
real hero. His contribution Lo soci-
cty was much more significantthan
any current professional athlete.

(Bob Moorg ffowe_rs\

for all your floral needs
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Scots lose to SVSU, clobber K-zoo

By Sean Babbitt
Freelance writer

Tucsday against the Saginaw Val-
ley State University Cardinals, a
Division II opponent. The Cardi-

The Scots continued their tough  nals started fast in the game by

oul-of-conference schedule on

scoring the first six runs before the

Women s tennis team los

By Chris Tapley
Sports Editor

This past Saturday the women’s
tennis team faced Albion college.
The match was supposed (o be at
home, but be-
cause of the
weatherithad
was moved o
the indoor
courts in Mid-
land. The
move seemed
to effect the
team as they
were defeated
3-6 by the
Britons.

“I think it would have been dif-
ferent if it had been here,” said
junior Lisa Tessmer.

“I think having to change and go
indoors was a mental challenge,”
said Tammy Anderson, head
women’s coach.

Winning for the Scots were se- -

nior Jill Woehrmann and junior
Kris Kuhnaintheir singles matches.
Also adding in wins were doubles
partners Tessmer and sophomore
Jatell Driver.

“It was a tough malch partly
because it
was not
here,” said
Tessmer.

Adding to
the difficul-
ties was the
fact that it
was parents
day. Many of
the team
members
parent’s had
traveled to Almato see their daugh-
ters play. A picnic had been planned
to honor the parentsand players but
it to had to moved to Midland be-
cause of the weather. All of these
things added to the players mental
condition when they. stepped out
onto the court.

R]
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Scots got on the board. Alma an-
swered by scoring five runs in the
fifthinning. First-year studentRyan
Janis plated two runs with a single.
Junior Scott Heymoss drove in a
run with another single and then
senior Steve Vance scored on a
wild pitch.

The fifth inning run was com-
pleted with a bases loaded walk to
sophomore Scott Mantyla. Eight
total hits were pounded out by the
Scots in the 13-8 loss. The losing
pitcher was junior Jeremiah Peace
(0-1), who gave up four runs on
five hits in three innings of work.
The Scots paraded four other pitch-
ers up to the mound in the game,
Kevin Harkness (97), Brian Bald-
ing (97), Shawn Grant (00) and
Ryan Janis (00).

Seniorcaptain Scott Menard gives
first-year student Andy Meteer a
high five during the game against
Saginaw Valley State University
Cardinals. The Scots were
defeated 13-8. Photo by Derek
Warner.

“It would have been nice if we

" could have had a home match. We

were looking forward to playing in
front of our friends and parents and
then couldn’t,” said Driver.

The team felt that they played
Albion well. Several of the matches
went Lo tie breakers and according
to Anderson the 3-6 score does not
reflect the match.

“The play was pretty even but we
justdidn’tpullitout,” said Tessmer.
Junior Tricia Hannig’s match

“The tough league schedule re-
ally sets us up well for league play.
We did not pitch our top four (pitch-
ers) so we could rest them for the
conference and to get our second
tier pitcherssome game work,” said
Head Coach John Leister.

On Friday, the Scots kicked off a
home. and home series with the
Kalamazoo Homets at Bahlke field.
Senior Andy Jacobson (1-4 over-
all, 1-1 MIAA) picked up the loss
in the 6-1 decision. The loss
dropped the Scots record to 4-10-1
overall and 3-1 in MIAA play.

“We just did not play well, the
pitching was not there, the defense
broke down and we did not hit
well,” said Leister.

Saturday’s games  with
Kalamazoo were rained out and
made up on Sunday. The team re-
bounded well from Friday’s loss to
the Hornets by pounding them 10-
5 in the first game and 22-9 in the
second game. Senior Joe Poot (3-2
overall, 2-0 MIAA) got the win in
the first game and Balding (1-0
overall, 1-0 MIAA) picked up the

win in relief of junior Malt
MacDonald in the second. The
Scotsdrilled out 35 hitsand 32 runs
inthe two games whilc only giving
up 14 to the Hornets. Vance starred
in the two games, going 9 for 10
with two doubles, onc home run,
and four RBIs. Other notables were,
junior Scott Menard, who went 8
for 11, and first-year student Andy
Meteer, who also had 8 hits. The
winslifted the Scots to6-10-1 over-
all and 5-1 in conference play.

“The first game was back and
forth but with good pitching and
timely hitting we pulled it out. In
the second game we placed five on
them early and then never looked
back,” said Leister.

On Wednesday, the Scols con-
tinue their tough out-of-conference
schedule with a game at Oakland
University. They then play three
games at home on Saturday and
Sunday against MIAA opponent
Adrian. Game times arc 4:00 on
Friday and the Saturday double
header starts at noon. -

es to Albion, 3-6

Rainy weather forces tennis team to travel to indoor courts in M ldland

went to three sets and despite play-
ing well, Hannig was not able to
pull out the win.

“It was kind of a disappointing
loss,” said Tessmer.

The team will face Albion again
later in the season at the MIAA
tennis championships.

“ I’ve just got the mind set that
we’ll get to play them again- at
MIAA,” said Tessmer.

The Scots will next face two new
opponents this week. They will

travel to Grand Rapids on Wednes-
day to face Calvin College, where
the team hopes to he compelitive.

“What I’m looking for is com-
petitiveness, especially from our
doubles,” said Anderson.

The team will travel to South
Bend, Indiana on Saturday Lo par-
ticipate in the St. Mary’s College
Tri-tournament. The tcam will face
St. Mary’sat9:00 a.m. and then the
University of Chicagoat 11:00a.m.

Lacrosse team remains winless

By Joey Mead
Freelance Writer

On Friday, the Alma lacrosse
team traveled to Hope College for
their fifth game of the season. De-
spite Alma’s excitement and best
efforts, the Flying Dutchmen
handed Alma’s team a 10-5 defeat.

In the first half, the Scot defense
and offense stood solid, and did not
give Hope much to chance cel-
ebrate. Alma would replied withan
attack to every point Hope scored.
The game wastied againand again.

Sophomore Craig Wasen con-
tributed the most in the points de-
partment. Wasen scored a total of

3 points on Hope, all within the
first two quarters. Also scoring in
the first half was junior Matt
Wandrie whose contribution re-
sulted in a 4-4 tie by the end of the
first half.

Excited about their performance
but a little tired, the Scots huddled
up at the half to listen to coaches
senior Steve Didocha and Eugene
Deci, chair of the physics dcpart-
ment.

Unfortunately, the pep-talk did
not help the course of the match in
the third and fourth quarter.

Hope came out fighting in the
second half, and scored a total of
six more points on the Scots. Alma

did not seem
to have the

I

Downtown Travel,

AIRLINES ‘CRUISES e HOTEL e CAR RENTAL
MTRAK e CHARTERS ¢ TOURS

Kay M. Jensen

amount -of
man power
Hope pos-
sessed. Scor-
ing for Alma
in the fourth
quarter was
first-year stu-

Inc.

Manager denl ZaCk

(517) 4634451 Workman,but

105 East Superior St. (800) 559-1572| his one point
Alma, Michigan 48801 FAX (517) 463-5530f was not

enough to stop a 10-5 victory for
Hope.

Again, despite the loss the Scots
were still impressed with theirover-
all performance.

“Despite our record we're im-
proving every game. Our condi-
tioning is helping our game perfor-
mance, butagainst Hope we werc a
little low onman power. Weneeded
fresh legsin the second hall tokeep
up our game. Overall, our sense of
team concepl is rcally coming 10-
gether and we really arc improv-
ing,” commented John Zeilinski
(98).

First-year student Brock Kremer
was also happy with his [cllow
tcammates’ performance. I
thoughtwe played well. We're get-
ting better every game, and overall
it was a fun, hard played game,” he
added

The lacrosse leam will continue
1o use this positive outlook in their
quest for victory in upcoming
matches. Their next games arc
Monday against Calvin College,
and on Wednesday against Albion.
Both are home games. Their [inal
tournament is Saturday at Hope
College.
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Netanyahu must compromise for peace

By Tom Glegola
Staff Reporter

Isracli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netlanyahu has the opportunily 1o
move the Middle East pcace
process forward. Instead, he has
laken several steps backwards.

By approving the construction
ol Israeli settlements in East
Jerusalem, Nctanyahu gives
the impression that he either does
not care about the opinion of
the Palestinian people, is so arro-
gant that he is not concerned with
the conscquences that will most
likely follow, or is so bull-headed
thatheisunwilling to compromise,
even though it is in Isracl’s best
interest.

In a recent survey, a majority of
Isracli Jews indicated that they
would support an independent
Palestinian state if it was nceessary
for peace in the region. Netanyahu
therefore has the obligation to
represent the wishes of the people
he is elected 1o serve. He must
compromise for the sake of peace,
rather than whinc about
international opposition Lo the
building of Isracli scttlements in
East Jerusalem. Because itis in the
best interests ol peace, he must
frecze the scttlements, for no other

rcason than that it is a gesture ol
good will: something desperately
nceded Lo reinvigorate the peace
Process. ; .

This docs notmean that he has 1o
giveup EastJerusalem. Nelanyahu
must simply be willing 10 ncgoti-
ale. Il he compromises, so will
Yasser Aralat and the Palestinian
Authority.

Nctanyahu must also withdraw
from 27 percent of Palestinian ter-
ritory, as was agreed 10; so far the
Isracli military has only withdrawn
from nine percent.

With acts such athese, itis of no
wonder that Israel receives inter-
national condemnation.

The only state Lo not condemn
Israel is the US. Netanyahu and
President Clinton met yesterday
to discuss restarting pcace
ncgotiations. What President
Clinton must do is send a clcar
signal to the Isracli Prime Minister
that continued stalls in the peace
process by him could have
ncgative conscquences on the
U.S.-Isracli rclationship. Peace in
the Middle East is most delinitely
in the best interests of the U.S., as
is maintaining healthy rclations
with Arab states. The only way 1o
do thal is by pressuring Isracl to
compromise. I Nctanyahu makes

cerlain concessions, then Arafat
will also likely make conccessions,
or crack down on Lerrorist groups
such as Hamas.

The point that must be made 1o
Ncetanyahu is that il he continucs
hisradical, hard-linestance, he risks

By Jennifer Williamson
Guest Editorialist

- Christian music. What is the
first thing that comes to your
mind when you hear that?
Boring. Old fashioned. Nothing
of interest 10 me. Hymns and
organ music.

Alonc pointintime youmight
have been right, but recently
Christian music has become a
much more stylish listcn than it
was before. Read on and maybe
you’ll find something you’d like
to listen Lo.

In the carly 1980’s con-
temporary Christian music came
about. It was something for the
lcenagers Lo listen 1o as an
alternative Lo theold hymns, but
it was never all that great
musically. Now that has all
begun to change. The quality of
the music has increased with
groups like D.C. Talk, Four Him,
Third Day and MXPX sciting
the stage. These groups have
taken much of the current music
heard on the radio waves all
over the nation and uscd them o
create newer and more diverse
sounds.

Many ol these same groups
have even found popularity
among the radio stations. Have

you ever heard ol “Flood” by Jars
of Clay? Whatabout**JustBetween
You and Me” by D.C. Talk? These
arc just two cxamplcs of the new
wave of Christian music coming
across into the cveryday listening
cars.

Sound isn’t the only thing that
has changed. Lyrically, Christian
music has'also become much more
diverse. The latestlyrics have begun
to focus on geltting along racially,
coping with the trials lifc sends our
way, building relationships and
surviving in a Christ-like way. This
IS quitc the opposite of many
Christian lyrics. Yes, they praise
God; but they are also relevant
toward the life and lifestyles of the
gencrations that lisien 10 them. A
ncw group called Skillet talks of
dealing with their struggle for
lorgiveness by singing “looking on
the sad times, the guilt and all the
shame [ have learned 1o submit my

existing hurts and painsall the griel

[’velearned o setaside *cause I am
['am 1 am [ecling under rooted
leching undermined can the grace
ol God cover me this time?”

Another group called Church of

Rhythm speaksof questioning God
by singing “She’s been missing
since last May. She would have
turned 13 today. And somewhere a
lather and I say a prayer for his

- Christian rock music
gradually goes mainstream

little girl. Where is God in all of
this? Where is my laith in all of
this? Where arc the answers, Lo
help me get through this?” The
difference from this and other
songs that question God? They
all confirm God’s existence and
give the listener hope.

Many new artists come out
cvery day in music. A good part
of thosc new artists question
God’s existence and often times
Icave the listener feeling like
there is not any hope. I would
personally like tohear something
alittle more uplifting.

If you are interested there are
many groups and styles to chose
from. From technodance artists
like Eric Champion, World Wide
Message Tribe and D.C. Talk,
alternative artists like Skillet,
PER and Jars of Clay, great rock
bandslike Whitchcart, Petra and
the Kry, contemporary groups
like Four Him, Sicven Curtis
Chapman and Geolt Moore and
the Distance, 10 groups that dely
acatcgory like Sarah Mascn and
the Newsboys. Keep your cars
open: youncverknow when you
might hear them on the Duck or
in the next dorm room but at
Icast give them a try. It’s a nice
change of pace from the same
old music on the radio.

NETANYAHUS MIDDLE EAST PIECE PLAN:

destroying the success achicved
since the Oslo Accords. If negotia-
Lions continue Lo siall, the violence
ol the past few weeks will increase
and then all' will be lost.

Both Isracl and the Palestinians
have made tremendous progress in

ANY
QUESTIONSC

p

L)

brcaking down the barriers ol
violence and hatred of the past
thousands ol yecars. It would be

. tragic ifthis was madeall for naught

because ol the lack of progressive -
Icadership and foresight by one
individual.

C200

- CLASSIFIEDS -

APARTMENT FOR RENT: Three bedrooms, large living and
dining rooms, screencd in porch, basecment, garage, and private
cntrance. For lemale 1997-98 students. Call 463-3353.

COMPUTER FOR SALE: Onc ycar old Epson Action Tower
7500, IBM compalible. AMD Dx4 100MHz, 8 MB ram, 850 MB
hard disk. Includes DOS and Windows 3.1, Quicken and Claris
Works, several CD ROMS. Epson monitor and sound card with
speakers. 14.4 intcrnal fax modem with spcaker phone. Price: best
offer. Call x7563 or stop by 229 Carey and ask [or Melanic.

HELP WANTED
Mecn/Women carn S480 weekly assembling circuit boards/

clectronic components at home. Experience unnecessary, will
train. Immediate openings in your arca. Call 1-520-680-7891 exl.

WE'RE FIGHTING FOR THE CHILDREN.

Contact us at 1-888-544-KIDS or
www.kidscampaigns.org to learn how you can help
the Coalition for America’s Children.

(Generous support is provided by the AT&T Foundation



11

- The Almanian

April 8. 1997

pinion

Spring is finally herc in all of its
glorioussplendor. Soare the people
who ‘think anything abovc sixty-
five degrees is warm cnough
wcather to parade around in a bi-
kini. That is right—Ilast week on
onc of the warm days there were
actually people laying out in the
sun wearing bikinis.

As a person who certainly
cclebrates everyone’s individual
choices, I find the bikini
incidents appalling. It is not that
[ do not think these people
should be able to wear whatever
they want. I just wish thal people
had morec common sense than
vanity.

A very important factor (o point
out is that it was warm last week,

Catty Corner by Jenn Cornell

mild. Nothot, notbalmy, not bikini
wecather. On a day during which
most pcople had on shorts and
t-shirts, maybc cven bluc jeans,
pcople might have said o them-
sclves, “I wonder if it is warm
cnough Lo wear a bikini today.”
The funny thing is, if you have 1o
wonder whether or not 1t is warm
cnough outside o wear a bikini,
you probably should not put one
on.

I ‘almost feel sorry for pcople
who think that wearing a bikini
this carly in the year is a good
idea. I feel sorry for them because
they have either suffered a
close head injury or some other
terrible trauma which has
blocked their desire to use their

brains.

[ remember being really young
——probably about seven—and get-
ting a ncw bathing suit right before
summer. [ remember wanting 10
wear it all of the time, Lo the gro-
cery storg, Lo school, wherever my
fcet could take me. Luckily, my
mother was there to tell me that
bathing suits arc not supposed Lo be
worn untilitis hotoutside. I nceded
my mother to tcll me [ could not
wear my bathing suit outside until
it was rcally warm out because I
did not have the common sensc to
know better myscll. Funny how
that works, eh?

To wear a bikini in Michigan at
thebeginningof Aprilalmostseems
1o cry, “Hey! Look at me! See my

Ginsberg’s death provides a

By Daniel C. Scripps
Co-Editor-In-Chief

Witheverything going on inthese
last weeks of the term—classcs,
organizations, housing, Convoca-
tion, preparing for graduation and
everything clsc rclaied to Alma
Collcge—itscemsoddthatanevent
having nothing Lo do with anything
at Alma could change the line of
thinking of a typical Alma College
student.

With the momentum created that
guides us to the completion of an-
other term, it would take quitc a
force to derail this march toward
the end.

Yel that is exactly what hap-
pened this weekend.

Allen Ginsberg is dead.

On Saturday the leading poet of
the Bcat Generation died in his

— Guest Editorial by Mike Slater

New York apartment. He was 70
years old.

So what?

But it 1s all differcnt now.
Somchow  cverything  has
changed. [t was presented as just
another picce of the day’s news,
and though that is what it is—
another big name of the past
finally succumbing 1o the call of
decath—it is 1o many anything but
“just another picee of the day’s
ncws.”

As dccp as the impact of
Ginsberg’s death isell, perhaps
cven morc disturbing is ‘what it
represents. This is Allen Ginsberg,
a man who in his poem “Is Aboul”
wrotc “‘Allen Ginsberg is about
confused mind writing down news-
paper/ headlines from Mars.”

Itis this—the conlusion—that is
at the core. Newspaper headlines

Love triangle reveals

Is it possible o love more than
ornie person at the same time?
Anyone with experience on the
subject would say it’s not; common
scnse tells us thatitis. T have often
looked on in wonder at pcople who
frivolously chasc after two objects
of dcsire. Don’t they know the
consequences? Nobody wins;
everybody gets hurt. Pcople should
stay loyal to onc lover. Less is
more.

I have a very personal stake in
this issue. [ was once the object of
Dana Floyd’s affections. Rob Paul
wasalso the objectof Dana Floyd’s
affections. By plotting and
competing for her love, we almost
tore all three of us apart. This is
_ pure hell, and I would do.anything
to make sure that nobody clsc on
this Earth has to cxpericnce the
pain [ had to go through.

Dana and Rob werc already
seeing each other when [ first met
them. They always seemed happy
together, but anyone could tcll
something was wrong with their

relationship. Rob was alrcady
rehcarsing for our confrontation by
cheating regularly on her. Rob was
onc of those guys who always had
afew girls rcady on the side; he was
prepared just in casc his main
squeeze decided 1o let him fall. He
used the other women 10 break the
fall he always cxpected. Rob Paul
would shaticr hcarts without $o
much as a hint ol remorsc. To this
day, I still cannot understand how
he could trcat women-as if they
were props and keep a clear
conscience. Sometimes, [ thought
that [ was the only onc who saw
what hc was doing. The greatest
trick the devil ever pulled was
convincing the world he didn’ texist.
[ saw what he was doing o heras [
saw what he did to every other girl
he came across.

My usual method of dealing with
this evil was 10 shake my hcad and
let him learn the hard ' way, but this
time, something happencd that
changed cverythingg@Dana and- |
began to get close. | would talk w0

from Mars! With the passing of
Ginsberg cverything 1s supposcd
1o make sense again. It scems no
longer valid toadmitconfusionand
have that very confusion be as le-
gitimate as an understanding. It no
longer is an option o admit o be-
ing a part of the groups that arc the
objects ol publicly sanctioned ha-
tred as Ginsberg did when in the
middlc ol th¢ McCarthy cra, he
wrote his ‘most famous work
“Howl,” publicly dealing with both
his communist upbringing and his
homoscxuality.

Hc is dcad. The Dharma Lion is
dcad. AL 70. In New York. Dead.

And yct, the questions remain—
questions that lost their answers
this past Saturday. Questions that
were raised and deferred. Ques-
tions that need thc answers
Ginsberg had to give, and now re-

body? Youknow youwant to look.”

Maybc it is just a cry lor somc
desperately nceded attention. Who
can help but notice a bikini-clad
person prancing around Newberry
bcach or laying out on a blankcl
rcading a magazinc? The women
garzc with contempl, their narrow-
ing cycs squinting over the bridge
of their nosces, glaring as they pass
by. The men who notice will smile,
maybe cven wave, appreciative of
a ncarly naked body.

Maybc there is something deeply
rooled in someone’s psyche that
makes them think they can de(y all
rules of common sensc and logic
and go ahcad and wear whatever
they damn well please. 1 guess if
you wear a bikini beforc summer is

Take mom’s advice: wear bikinis when it’'s warm

cven here, you arc the one who will
becold. And shivering. Maybe even
sulfering a litle when the cool
spring breeze blows by. Lucky thing
you look good laying out on your
little blanket.

Certainly, the cnds justify the
mcans in this situation. '

[ say, il you want 1o wear a bikini
in Deeember, go right ahcad. Itis
notanyonc's decision 1o make other
than your very own. I[ wearing a
bikini ‘makes you happy, morc
power to you. At least you will
provide many other pcople with
hours of enjoyment as they giggle
and snicker over thc “scventy
degrees bikini club”™—the club of
which you have justbccomcamem-
ber

time for reﬂection

main unanswered.

And the world slept!

“Oh, ycah, Ginsberg is dead.
Hadn't you hcard?”

Pcoplc did hear, but nobody lis-
tened. There was nothing for which
Lo listen,

And that is justit: itis gone. The
only thing left to hear is the sound
ol absence, of a voice silenced. A
voice that could never be silenced
by the socicty now silenced by
death.

We will all face this—death is
nothing ncw. Butitlcaves a wound
when the voice went scrcaming
into silence. On his death bed
Ginsberg wrotc aboutadozen short
pocms. He still had somcthing to
say. He was cut off. And now...

So where do we stand. Allen
Ginsberg died on Saturday. And
the rest of us still live, but with

some ol the life removed. In his
death, Ginsberg lived.

In “Is About” Ginsberg asked,
“Do you carc?” And wc must.
W¢ must resist the emptation Lo
put up thc walls, to isolate
ourselves from our [cclings,
Lo become calloused Lo the cvents
ol the world. We must lind the
cagerness Lo leel, to carc, not
lctting all the hurt ruin our
chance of actually fecling
happiness. We .nust keep our skin
solt, allowing ourselves 1o
mourn, o cry, and occasionally,
o laugh. There is so much hurt,
but there 1s also joy—a joy that
is missed when we protect
oursclves [rom getting hurt.

Allen Ginsberg was about lifc.
Allen Ginsberg is about dcath.
Lct the rest of us be about remem-
brancc.

the contradictions and the truth

her morc and more often. She
confided in mc how shc felt about
Rob. She knew thathe was sneaking
around with other girls and felt
powerless Lo stop him. [ wasamazed
10 find somcone clsc who saw him
asIsaw him:acoldhcartcd monstcr.
I began o lind excuses 1o be with
heras muchas possible. [tshatcred
my idcals to think this way, but [
desired heralfections. I soon found
mysclf in the positon that T had
once preached against with all my
soul: Never get involved with
somconc clse’s girl.

Before long, Dana and [ were
together more than she and Rob
were. When they were together, it
beccame increcasingly more
uncomfortable 1o be around them.

Tensions werehigh, everything had:

changed and I was lost ina strange,
unlamiliar world.

The morethings change,the more
they stay the same. Danaand [ were
together, but [ sull felt terrible
inside. I had won the object of my
affcctions, but at what price?

Winning is like losing sometimes.
Dana and I began going to typical
date sites alone together, like the
park or the movies. | gave her a
locket and told her it was a symbol
of our [ricndship; but we both knew
our rclationship mcant a lot morc
by that point. Once Rob found out
what we werc up Lo, the silent war
began.

Our battles were decided by who
had won Dana (or the evening. Our
ammunition was the tclephonc and
thccarsofl our (riends. Through the
underground alliance of the gossip
linc, we hurt cach other in ways
unthinkable. We would tell lies,
deliberate lics 10 our fricnds in
order o ruin the other’s reputation.
Pcoplc began 10 avoid us as we
became increasingly obsessed with
hurting cach other. We skillfully
battled without cver actually
confronting cach other. The indirect
is just as real as the direct. Our
casualties werc our closcst fricnds,

our grades and our precious free

time. No price was oo high if it

meant winning Dana for the
evening. Maybe I'd ditch my best
fricnd so I could get to her house
before Rob; perhaps Rob would
intercept Dana and take her
someplace rather than write that
history paper. Yes, war is splendid.
Belore the resolution of our clash
of arms, wc had sacrificed
cverything clse that was sacred 10
us: our lricnds, our familics and
oursclves.

ILgot Lo the pointwhere [couldn’t
even look myscll in the mirror
anymorc. [t was 100 hard for me Lo
think about all the people I had let
down over this girl, cspecially
myscll. My parents were wondering
what the hell [ was doing cvery
night; yet I [clt oo ashamed to tell
them. [ had let my best [riend down
so many times, he would barcly
even talk o me anymore. It scemed
that my lifc was only a shard of
what it had once been. And for
what? So I could goaround chasing

—see TRIANGLE,
p. 12
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Staff Editorial
Arts missing from liberal arts at Alma

In light of last week’s “Honor’s Day: A Celebration of the
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Liberal Arts,” one might wonder whal it means 10 be a

liberal arts institution. In theory it means that we encourage
a diverse learning expericnce, one that draws upon the various
academic ficlds, one that facilitates connections between these
fields and onc that places cqual value on them. In short, it suggests
that Alma College produces “well-rounded” students.

In practice it is an educational curriculum that requires students
Lo take certain distributives, has very little 1o do with the “arts”
and perpeluates an attitude of unequal valuing of the sciences and
humanities. It goes without saying thal the study and practice of
science is valued above that of the humanities.

On this campus such a value construction begins with the
graduation distributives. Twenty-four credits must come from
social, life and physical sciences while sixteen credits must be
L taken of the humanities, only four of those being creative or
X performing arts credits. If we profess to value these groups
equally, should not there be a more uniform distribution?

A This valuing of science over the humanities, laboratory work
over arl projects, reaches beyond the pages of the academic
catalog and permeates the students’ attitudes toward their pecrs.
How many times have we heard that the chemistry major is so
much more difficult and demanding than the English or theatre
major? How often do pre-medical students say that no one else
works as hard as they do? The question should not be onc of
which major or curriculum is the most challenging. Depending on
the individual, any major can be challenging. The fault of such an

uncqual valuing does not lic with the students themselves.

This discrepancy is not only an Alma College problem, it is a
socictal issue long ingrained into our thinking. We arc brought up
to believe that scientific carcers are essential whercas any artistic
vocation is not, as il the world could get by without creative
expressions. Obviously doctors are necessary for our physical
health, but what aboul our mental and emotional well-being?
Music, art, theatre, dance and writing give us a rcason 1o live.

So why does this campus, that claims to adhere 1o a liberal arts
philosophy, fail to promote the very same philosophy? Morc
importantly, why is a 33,000,000 campaign lacking an cmphasis

on the humanities?

“Cherished Ever: A Campaign for Alma College” is not actually
a campaign for all of Alma College.
money for the technology/computer classroom building, residence
hall renovation, library wing, exercise and health science wing and
science equipment. However, notice that funding has not been
allocated to benefit the fine arts. There seems to be a problem
when a $33,000,000 campaign, one of the largest in Alma’s
history, perpetuates the entire value system that ignores the
importance of the artistic element of our liberal arts education.

This campaign not only affects students who directly benefit
from the facilitics, il also affccts the perceptions of alumni,
prospective students and any other individuals connected 10 Alma
College. Without a humanitics component, it perpetuates an image
that the school fails to value a wholistic liberal arts experience.

Alumni have contributed

12

Letters to the Editors

Letters to the Editors reflect the
views of those who author them.
These views in no way reflect
those of The Almanian staff or
the entire Alma College commu-
nity.

To the Editors:

In response to Chris Sargent’s
letter in the March 25th Almanian,
I would like to comment on his
remarks about the decline in
“positive and personal atmosphere
... at Alma Collcge.”

As a psychology major, and
philosophy minor, I too am
interested in causal relationships,
and especially the reasons behind
the relationships. Mr. Sargent spoke
of a possible relationship between

the visibility of Dr. Stoneon campus -

and the level of friendly, personal
interaction on campus. I believe
that there are countless other
rcasons for any decreased
intcractions on campus besides the
absence of Dr. Stone, and [ feel that
asolutiontodecreased interactions
is rcadily available.

Dr. Stonc is a respected and
admired figurc forourcollege, most

nolably because of his role as the
serving President of the college.
Although his absence may causc
a lack of morale, and therefore
lack of positive atmosphere, 1
do not think that he is the cause.
Dr. Stonc is one man. He may be
an important man, hc may be a
man with authority, he may be a
man with many responsibilitics, but
he is still only onc man. As a
singularbeing, he can only do what
almost any other singular beings
coulddoin his position. Inall of the
dealings I have had with the
President, he has been nothing but
approachable and caring. To blame
him for the lack of interaction is
unjustified, as he can only be
responsible for the interactions he
makes personally, not for the
interactions of the campus as a
whole.

The more difficult conclusion to
draw is that the blame falls equally
on cach member of the campus
community for any dccrcased
positivity. We cannot. blame onc
person lor something for which we
arcall equally responsiblc. The only
rcal and available solution 1o make
the campus atmosphere a morc

positive place is for cach person 1o
bc more positive. When I pass
somconc on the sidcwalks of
campus, | make it a point 1o try 1o
say somcthing, or at lcast
acknowledge their presence. |
realize it can be discouraging il
you say “hi’’ to somecone and they
donotreturnthe gesture. But il you
decide then that it is no longer
worth it 1o say something the next
lime, or worse, you ignore someone
who says “hi”’ to YOU, then you
arc only becoming part of the
problem rather than part of the
solution.

Rather than Dr. Stone being the
problem, the problem lies within
us, in the form of discouragement
and apathy. The only way you can
become anumber here istoact like
you are just a number. If everyone
would take a chance the next time
they see another student or faculty
member and say Something 100
them to brighten their day, the
overall situation improves. The
responsibility lieswithin ourselves,
andnot with those persons lowhich
it can be casily placed.

Andrew Goodman (98)

To the Editors:

It would be greatly appreciated
if you would allow me o
cxpress my gratitude o all those
who made Honors Day a huge
success.

I .would like to thank and
congratulate the - following
pcople: the students who presented
and their faculty sponsors, the
faculty who served as moderators,
the students and faculty
who attended the sessions, the
student: volunteers, WQAC,
the Student Planning Commitlee,
and the Honors Day Commitiee.
Honors Day was successful
because of your hard work and
support.

May Honors Day be the newest
tradition at Alma College as a
means Lo showcase the cxisling
and continuing tradition of high
caliber student rescarch,

Sincerely, -
Kathy Kasprzyk (97)

Chair of the Student Planning
Commiltlee

—TRIANGLE, continued from page 11

alter something I could never win!

[ had to end it all soon, so I
[inished it the only way I could sec
fit: I came out openly to Dana. [
told her this vicious triangle had to
stop; she had o choose one of us. I
didn’t have to wait long for her
answer. A few days laler at a
friend’s party, she secretly put the
locket I had given to her inside my
jacket pocket. She did this as she
walked out the door with Rob. I
didn’t find the locket until the next
day. It was the kindest punishment
I had ever received.

We often need 1o fail 10 succeed
I failed-to win Dana over; I

succeeded in winning my
conscience back. I had donc the
right thing by telling herourhorrible
triangle had to be buried. By ending
Lthe entire mess, I redecmed mysell.
Never again would I get involved
in such a situation. I often look
back on that period in my life and

wonder where it was I went wrong. B

No matter. I have learned from
cxpericnce how to handle that
situation: don’t handle it. Thinking
about Dana still hurts, hut it hurts
s0 good. All I can dois 1o hope that
others fail tomake the same mistake
[ did: living your life fas a
contradiction. i ‘v

SOME THINGS ARE MEANT
TO BE CLOSED

YOUR MIND ISN’T
ONE OF THEM.

For decades, MDA has
shown how valuable
people with disabilities
are to society. We
believe talent, ability
and desire are more
important than
strength of a person’s
muscles. The one
barrier these people
can’t overcome is a
closed mind. Keep
yours open.

1-800-872-1717
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