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Alma College welcomes Radio Days
By Wendy Holmes
Staff Reporter

Tonight, Alma College will
welcome the vocal ensemble Five

By Design to the stage in the
Heritage Center. They will be per-

forming a musical retrospective

entitled “Radio Days.”

Radio Days recalls the style of

the typical 1940s radio show in

the symphonic pops genre, in-

cluding segments from vintage

serials, comedies, soap operas,

radio commercials and quiz

shows. It is meant to commemo-
rate the so-called golden age of

radio, a time when the radio be-

came the most powerful form of

news and entertainment. The
show also boasts several costume

changes and a set built to model

an old-fashioned living room.

The two hour musical retro-

spective will feature 27 popular

songs, such as “Chattanooga

Choo-Choo," “Moonlight Ser-

enade,” “Jukebox Saturday
Night,” and “Boogie Woogie
Bugle Boy”, as well as others

from the late 1930s and early

1940s (most date from 1941 to

1945). The songs will be per-

formed by the five members of

Five By Design, sopranos Lorie
Carpenter-Niska and Debra
DuPlage-Bishop, tenor Kurt

Niska, baritone Michael
Swedberg, and bass Terrence

Niska.

Alton Accola used to be an

ensemble member of the show,

but now serves as manager and as

the host of the radio show. “The

group is on the road a hundred

days a year. We are one of the few

vocal groups who do this for a

full-time living. In fact, we have

a husband and wife combination

in the show and a pair of broth-

ers,” Accola told Janet Martineau

of the Saginaw News.

Of the members, Accola com-

mented, “The three guys in the

group all have a flair for comedy

on the side. Great timing. And
that works well for us in creating

a seamless show. There are no

lulls. But then we’ve had nine

years together to work opt the

kinks.”

It is hoped that the show, fea-

turing music from people such as

Glenn Miller and Tommy Dorsey
will be a nostalgic trip down
memory lane for older audience

members, but also entertaining

for the younger generation as well .

Of the songs sung in the show,

Accola said, “Quality music is

timeless. ...Music from the 1940s

is especially rich; the lyrics were

so clever back then. . .all audiences

appreciate that quality.”

Charlotte Schmidtke of the

Alma College Public Relations

Office said, “It sounds like it

By Rhonda Smith

Staff Reporter

Many opportunities to become

involved on Alma College Cam-

pus exist for students. Through

hall councils a resident may have

the chance to work with fellow

students on improving various
aspects of Alma College and also

in the community.

Newberry Hall Council has a

busy schedule arranged for the

year. They currently are collect-

ing empty pop cans in order to

raise money to ease the expense

for The AIDS Memorial Quilt.
Council President Allison Shaver

(00), said the council plans to

conduct their annual Community

Trick or Treating in October.

Other annual activities coming

up include the Mitten Tree, where

articles collected are donated to

the community and the Euchre

Tournament. The charity to which

the tournament’s proceeds will

be donated has not yet been deter-

mined. The council is open to

suggestions.

The 45 member council — two

representatives from each corri-

dor — has many goals for the year.

One is that the members wish to

stay involved with and person-

ally venture into the Alma com-

munity. The council is also eager

to assist other councils, especially

the South Complex, which is at-

tempting to set up a council. “If

people are interested we would

love to help,” commented Shaver.

Mitchell Hall Council has a

full agenda for the year. Sopho-

more Scott Hill, Mitchell Hall

council student advisor, said that

the main focus for the council

was for hall improvements and to

bring in guests and speakers. Ideas

for improvements include soap

dispensers for the bathrooms and

to fix up Mitchell Hall’s recre-

ational room. The members of

the council are thinking of pre-

senting guests such as a
Congressperson or a motivational

speaker.

Mitchell Hall will also hold its

second annual Haunted House this

October. This event will be held

in the basement of the hall and

proceeds will be given to Big

Brothers/ Big Sisters. Other sug-

gestions to be tackled this year

will be movie nights, euchre par-

ties and working on the no-smok-

ing policy for campus and resi-

dence halls.

Hill said that the members, con-

sisting of one representative from

each corridor, will work closely

with Newberry Hall Council and

Student Congress. He also
stressed that the council forum is

very open allowing residents to

inform the staff of their views and

ideas.

“Building on the hall council

from last year, this year poses

new challenges and new goals for

the new faces of Mitchell Hall

Council and staff. The whole staff

seems enthusiastic about the pro-

grams planned for the year,” com-

mented Hill.

Bruske Hall Council President,

Sara Peel, (99) said that the coun-

cil will mostly be concerned with

programs involving the Resident

Assistant staff. Other activities

planned for the year include a pop

can drive to help quell the ex-

pense of The AIDS Memorial
Quilt and then later they will do-

nate the funds to the Adopt-a-

Family program. The council is

also anticipating presenting a pro-

gram to occur during Alcohol

Awareness Week. The 28-mem-

ber council would like to pro-

gram movie nights, euchre games

and other in hall activities.

“We are trying to do more phil-

anthropic things. We want to get

more out in the community and

get more people in the building

involved and not just staff,” re-

marked Peel.

The main concern for Gelston

Hall Council, headed by sopho-

more Mike Stoneback, is hall im-

provements. As the oldest hall on

campus, Stoneback said Gelston

needs a lot of attention. Various

improvements include hooks for

the showers and making sure the

washers work properly and con-

sistently. The council will be

forming a petition-a sort of im-

provement “wish list.”

Other projects include the revi-

sion of the Hall Council’s Consti-

tution which was last revised in

1966.

Stoneback’ s goal for the coun-

cil is to become more active and

involved in change on campus.

“I hope that we can increase

membership and get people in-

volved and can affect changes

that are talked about but not done.

I would like to focus on one item

at a time and get it done and make

a difference.”

News Briefs
National News Briefs' v ’ A.-'. - \ ..

Marv Albert, accused of biting a woman and forcing her to
perform oral sex, pleaded guilty on Thursday to a lesser charge.

He agreed to plead guilty to the misdemeanor of assault and

battery against the woman in Arlington, Virginia, in return for

the prosecution dropping the more serious charge of forcible

sodomy. Albert has resigned from Cable Sports Network and

was fired by NBC Television Network.

PresidentGIintonpraised nine African-American’s, six women
and three men, who braved jeering white mobs to enter Arkan-

sas’ Little Rock Centra] High 40 years ago. They re-entered the

building at an anniversary ceremony on Thursday.

Jury selection began on Saturday in Denver for the second

Oklahoma City bombing trial. Terry Nichols went on trial

almost four months after Timothy McVeigh was convicted in

the case and sentenced to death.

Campus News Briefs

The Alma Symphony Orchestra will be performing on October

3, at 8 p.m. and October 5, at 3 p.m. in the Heritage Center

Presbyterian Hall.

Newberry Hall is hosting their annual sexual assault and

awareness program for Newberry residents on October 4, from
9 a.m. to 12 p.m. and from 1:30 to 4:30 p.m.

The Alma College Theater Company is presenting Hot l Balti-

more on October 9-1 1, at 8 p.m. and October 1 2, at 3 p.m. in the

Heritage Center Presbyterian Hall.

Dr. Donna Lopiano will be speaking on Title DC sports funding

rules and women’ s athletics in the Heritage Center Presbyterian

Hall on October 8, at 8 p.m.

The Alma College Signature Square from The AIDS Memorial

Quilt presentation will be on display this week in the foyer of

j be Reid-Khox building.
I _ - __ _

Five By Design pictured above will perform Radio Days tonight in

Heritage Center, Presbyterian Hall at 8 p.m. The group will perform

many selections from 1940' s radio. Photo courtesy of David Loeb.

should be an excellent show.”

The program will take place in

the Heritage Center, Presbyterian

Hall, at eight o?clock on Tuesday

night. Admission is five dollars

for adults and free for students,

but seating is reserved. For more

information, call the Heritage

Center Box Office at (517) 463-
7304.

Hall councils look to increase involvement
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Students head to Chicago
By Cheryl Lenard
Staff Reporter

Jobs and the real world may
seem distant to many Alma Col-

lege students, but the staff at the

Center for Student Development

has been busy in the last few

weeks preparing for two annual

events which they hope will help

. students think aboutfiiture plans.

Career Explo will be held on

Saturday, October 4, from 1-3

p.m. in VanDusen Commons,
and the Columbus and Chicago

in-city interview trips are Octo-

ber 29-31 and November 19-21

respectively.

The Career Explo is a career

fair where more than thirty

alumni, parents and friends of

Alma College will be on cam-

pus to discuss career and gradu-

ate school opportunities. They
day will begin in SAC 113 with
two separate panel discussions

entitled “Ethics and Expecta-

tions” and “Networking Strate-

gies>“ Alumni Tom Scholl and

Bob Eldridge along with
Carolyn Schneider, associate

dean of the Center for Student

Development will led “Ethics

and Expectations.” “Network-

ing Strategies” will be led by

alumni Susan Garvey and Karen

Ball, assistant professor of ex-

ercise and health science. At 1

p.m. the Career Explo open

house will begin.

“The alumni participants

come from a wide range of ca-

reer fields, particularly the ar-

eas of business, health profes-

sions, law and science.... They

will be prepared to speak with our

students about their career field

in general and their organization

or company,” stated Mindy
Sargent, associate director of the

Center for Student Development.

Career Explo is open to all Alma
College students. “It will have

different meaning to different

people depending on where they

are at on their career search, but I

thinkit will be helpful to all,” said

Sargent.

The second major project the

Center is working towards is the

Columbus and Chicago in-city
interview trips.

“These trips,” according to

Sargent, “help Alma College se-
niors gain a broader exposure to

interviewing and help jump start

the whole interviewprocess.” The

goal is for Alma students to get

jobs at the places they interview.”

Last year, the placement rate for

those students that went on the in-

city interview experience was

nearly fifty percent.

For a higher chance of place-

ment, the Center’ s faculty encour-

ages all students to look around at

what is available and not limit

themselves to one particular com-

pany or small field. Sargent said

that there are two major benefits

of participation in these trips.

First, the companies are grateful

because the College brings the

students to them. Second, the trips

save the Students both time and

money. The trips cost $90 each

which covers two nights in a ho-

tel and transportation to the cit-

ies. Plus students’ time is saved

by the help of the Center’ s faculty

who coordinate the logistics of
the trips. The deadlines for the

Columbus trip registration are
October 6 for the application

and cover letter and resume draft

and October 13 for the final

copies of the cover letter and

resume. The deadlines for the

Chicago trip are October 27 and

November 3, respectively.

Both trips begin by leaving

Alma on Wednesday morning

and driving to the city. Once

there, there is a reception with

Alma alumni who live in the

area. Sargent explained that

“students kind of catch the fe-

ver and excitement from them.”

The next two days are spent by

students interviewing with the

companies with whom they re-
ceive interviews.

This is the first year that the

Center has taken a group to

Columbus. Sargent explained

that the reason the program now
includes Columbus is because

Columbus is a small town that

has gotten “really big really

fast.” She went on, “It is areally

easy city to get around, and it is

areally safe town.” Sargent also

explained that Columbus is
“hungering for good employees

right now.” Chicago has been

done in years past and has been

a popular location for Alma
alumni.

Sargent concluded, “There is

a part of these trips which really

empowers students, especially

those who have not grown up in

a large city.”

Pig Books due
out this week
By Missy Crossnoe
News Editor

The Alma College picture
identification books (PIG books)

are expected to arrive on cam-

pus at the end of the week.

The PIG books are designed

and completed each year by the

Scot yearbook staff. Several

members of the staff agree that

completion of the PIG book went

a lot smoother this year com-

pared to last.

Junior Joey Martin, PIG book

editor, designed a new system

for gathering the PIG book data

this year. For all returning stu-

dents, he copied the data that

was displayed in last year’s book,

and he e-mailed first-year stu-

dents to request the necessary

information. As each student had

their picture taken for the book,

they got the chance to look over

the collected information and

check for mistakes.

“Our biggest problem in the

past was incorrect information,”

said Martin. “My goal this year

was to cut down on mistakes,

and I think this system helped a

lot.”

Junior Cindy Fiedler, year-

book editor, said “I’ve worked
hard this year to iron out all the

hang-ups from last year. That’s

why I wanted this job again. I

know what the difficulties are

and I can work to overcome

them.”

The yearbook staff has also

decided to add e-mail addresses

into the PIG book this year, and

they made sure that everyone

will be pictured in the book.

“Previous PIG book pictures

were used for those who did not

wait in line to get a new picture

taken,” said first-year student

Jason Cottrell, yearbook orga-

nizations editor.

“This year we were much
more organized,” said junior

Carrie Kaminski, academics

editor. “Joey and Cindy did a

great job.”

The staff worked hard to com-

plete the student section of the

PIG book in one night. The

faculty section, cover design and

advertisements were completed

a few days later. The entire

book was sent in to be copied on

September 25.

“The hardest thing about

working on the book is the

amount of time that goes into

it,” said Martin. “I was im-
pressed to see how quickly we
got it done this year.”

On top of all the work the
Scot staff has been doing on the

PIG book, they have also began

working on next year’s year-

book. Last year’s yearbook is

expected to arrive in Novem-
ber.

Junior Sarah Green, assistant

darkroom editor, said “I’m re-

ally excited for this year be-

cause we basically have a brand

new staff. Everyone seems to

have a lot energy and is ready to

go-”

Class of 2001 elects student representatives
By Karin Shrum
Staff Reporter

At their meeting this past Mon-

day Student Congress welcomed

the new representatives for the

class of 2001.

Winning for president was

Robert VanTongerloo, for vice

president Ryan Gall, for secre-

tary Amber Brand, for Treasurer

Jennifer Gibson and for Associ-

ate Trustee Elizabeth Weber.

Elections and campaigning be-

gan in the week of September

1 5th. For the first-year students

especially, elections meant cam-

paigning to quickly become

known to a large group of strang-

ers.

Posters and door to door greet-

ings seemed the most common
means of introduction, for in the

end it really was the one whose

name was most familiar that
won.

Now that they’ve won what
will they do? Each class’ repre-

sentatives have a list of duties

set before them that are outlined

in the student handbook. Most

duties, however, begin with so-

cial activities and progressively

become more oriented to student

development causes.

“Usually the class officers espe-

cially [first-year students] do two

or three social things to get the

class together.” stated Dean of

Students James W. Kridler.

Trying to unite the class of 2001

will be a large goal for their newly

elected members.

“I’m hoping that as a class we
become more involved,” com-

mented Brand, whose sentiments

closely matched those of her fel-

low representatives.

Having been on campus only

one short month the first-year stu-

dents are still largely strangers,

however, the class representatives

are not.

Usually it is five students that

are relatively unknown to each

other that are elected as represen-

tatives in the first year. However,

purely by chance elected to be

200 1 ’ s associate trustee, treasurer

and vice president were three stu-

dents from Heritage High School

in Saginaw.

“I think it will be good because

we can work well together, and

we’re all very diverse people,”

stated Weber on the unusual fact

that three of the 2001 representa-

tives went to high school together.

Despite their relationship the

2001 representatives are expect-

ing little conflict, fresh ideas and

a great year.

“It will be a great year,” stated

VanTongerloo, who is planning

on having a group meeting with

Kridler, in the upcoming week to

discuss the group’s duties and

responsibilities for the fall term.

Traditional first-year class ac-

tivities and responsibilities for the

fall term include: preparing a float

for the Homecoming parade, ar-

ranging a class dinner and other

activities deemed appropriate by

the representatives and their ad-

visor Chris Brown.

Both the class president and vice

president mentioned that one of

the activities that they intend to

include this year was fund rais-

ing. They are hoping to be able to

get the class funds up, thinking

ahead already to when the class

will purchase a present for the

school upon their graduation.

All five representatives are anx-

ious to begin their work and are

looking forward for a memorable

year to come.

(Sulpha fiamma ̂ Delia

presents its campus formal

October 4 from 9 pm - 1 am in ̂ an tyusen
$i9,l couple, <$7/ person. Open to the entire campus.

Jffl proceeds benefit diabetes research.
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Campaign reform becomes a heated issue
By Patricia Baldwin

Freelance Writer

President Clinton’s and Vice

President Gore’s telephone calls

have turned into the catalyses for

Senate and House Committee

hearings. The telephone calls in

question were allegedly made to

seek contributions for campaign

funding for the Democratic Party.

The hearings being held by the

Senate Judiciary Committee, the

Senate Governmental Affairs

Committee and the House Com-
merce Committee appear to be

leading the way to an outcry for

campaign funding reform.

When asked about the neces-

sity of campaign funding reform,

sophamore Brock Kremer, “I be-

lieve that less control is more

effective than more control. If

more regulations are instituted

then the possibility of long term

problems increases.”

First-year student Lisa Listvan

said, “Campaign funding should

be reformed. President Clinton

and Vice President Gore should

not be able to use their positions

for Democratic Party or personal

gains.”

Sophomore Kale Stevens be-

lieves campaign funding should

be reformed. He explained, “If

the reported stories are true and

if what they [politicians] are do-

ing isn’t illegal; then it should

be.” Additionally Kale said,

“All campaign spending should

be monitored by an unbiased

party.”

Everyday American business

people pick up the telephone

receiver, dial a number and

speak to another person. Tele-

phones provide a relatively inex-

pensive and a seemingly inno-

cent way of doing business un-

less the callers are President

Clinton and Vice President Gore.

As federal employees, Clinton

and Gore’s telephone calls made

from their workplace, the White

House which is federal property,

could turn into an expensive and

illegal means of doing business

especially if the calls were made

to solicit campaign funds specifi-

cally for the Democratic Party.

The hearings by the Senate Ju-

diciary Committee and the Sen-

ate Governmental Affairs Com-
mittee will evaluate and decide if

the telephones calls in question

were made for the purpose of

requesting “soft” money.

The Senate Judiciary Commit-

tee which is chaired by Warren

Hatch convened to obtain infor-

mation that may be relevant as to

the legality of fedefal employees

using federal property to solicit

campaign funds.

The Senate Governmental Af-

fairs Committee which is chaired

by Fred Thompson is a commit-

tee that handles intergovernmen-

tal relations including is-

sues concerning federal

employees. The senate’s

99-0 vote mandated that

an investigation about

campaign funding be

conducted. The Govern-

mental Affairs Commit-

tee assignments made

them the best fit com-

mittee to handle the type

of investigation that was

mandated.

They are gathering informa-

tion in an attempt to bring about

policy changes and with the very

real possibility of enacting cam-
paign funding laws. Politicians

seem to be looking for a uniform,

regulated manner in which cam-

paign funds may be raised.

The House Commerce Com-
mittee, which is chaired by Tho-

mas Bliley, is questioning what

the consequences may be to
American business policies if for-

eign entities are encouraged and

allowed to make financial contri-

butions to political campaigns. If

the contributions become substan-

tial, national elections could be

directly influenced by foreign in-

tervention and that could affect

the Commerce Committee’s in-
terstate business policies.

With all the investigating and

questioning being done in Wash-

ington about campaign funding

reform, now may be a good time

for lawmakers to resolve and settle

the age-old questions: Is there an

appropriate, equitable way to fund

political campaigns? If so, should

there be uniform guidelines or

specific laws for campaign fund-

ing?

Since the lawmakers have in-

vested time and money into the

hearings, may be they could fol-

low Kale Steven’s advice and set

the guidelines and laws for cam-

paign spending at the same time.

46 - - -

If (he reported stories are true

and ifwhat [politicians] are doing

isn 't illegal it should be.

---------- - -55
•Kale Stevens (99)

WQ AC branches out to provide better variety
By Joey Mead
Staff Reporter

9 1 FM The Duck went on the air
Monday, September 8.

WQAC plans to have better
success then in past years, due to

new ideas, more music and better

equipment.

General Manager Pete Muccio

said, “We’re playing sea, rhythm

and blues, rap, country, 80’s, jazz

and some European music in at-

tempts to reach a broader audi-

ence. We also plan to get some
more specialty shows on the air,

somoregroups will get involved.”

The Duck has spent more money

on a variety of music to reach

their goal for more listeners. They

have also lined up a Battle of the

Bands concert during the winter

term. Battle of the Bands will be

a concert where community bands

and any College bands will com-

pete for the best all around sound.

The winner of that concert will

open for a national band that The

Duck will bring to Alma College

this year. The Duck has not de-

termined what national band they

want, but they are taking sugges-

tions before they make their deci-

sion.

Jerimiah Lee, the Music Direc-

tor for WQAC, said, “We’re
changing from just whinny alter-

native to rock and roll and more

mainstream music. We’re look-

ing to be louder.”

Not only has The Duck’s music

expanded, but according to Lee,

“Our executive council is very

efficient this year. We have people

that give a damn.”

The Lumberjack and Pajama
morning show from 7:00-9:00
a.m. every Monday, Wednesday

and Friday with Barb Knust and

Melissa Allen also plans on get-

ting more listeners.

Knust adds, “We’ve been lis-

tening to a lot of new music. We
honor every request. We want
people to know we’re out there

and we’re awesome.”

The Duck plans to have more

give-aways and to expand and

reach more students.

Zack Shipstead, DJ for WQAC
said, “We’ve got a big program

this year. Requests are up and

people are responding really well.

I think people are ready to forgive

our past years performances.”

Also achieving success for The

Duck is senior Mark Alderman.

Starting from scratch with a sea

show that airs every Wednesday

at midnight, Alderman is in the

process of ordering more music

to get things really rolling.

Alderman said, “I’ve been

working from my own personal

collection right now. It’s a little

difficult to get a hold of a large

selection, but sea music is start-

ing to break into the mainstream

music stations, which is good.

I’ve been calling a lot of record

stores for help on finding some

more sea music. I go to a lot of sea

concerts and I talk to the bands,

and they’re more than helpful.”

WQAC has many staff member
striving to make the Duck a better

station. Alderman concludes, “In

past years The Duck had some

good DJ’s working from the bot-

tom up. Now we have a great

executive council, and things are

working from the top, down to

the DJ’s.”

WQAC General Manager Peter Muccio (99) and Sports and News
director James Hintz( 98 ) console on the days news. W QA C broadcasts

from 7 a.m. until 1 a.m. and offers a wide selection of music.

Listeners can tune in at 90.9 fm. Photo by Derek Warner.

Astronaut launches for Mir despite controversy
By Wendy Holmes
Staff Reporter

On Thursday, September 25,

the space shuttle Atlantis took to

the air, leaving behind it a cloud

of controversy. Atlantis, on its

20th mission since 1981, drew

attention because of one crew

member: David Wolf, the man
set to replace astronaut Michael

Foale, who has lived on the Mir

space station since May.

Speculation about whether

NASA would approve the re-
placement ended on Thursday

morning when it was announced

fhat Wolf would indeed fly with

Atlantis to Mir. Before the deci-

sion was made, Wolf told ABC
News, “It just seems ludicrous to

bail out because things aren’t

going as smooth as we’d like

them.”

Controversy concerning Mir,

and whether the Americans

should remain a part of the pro-

gram, has been swirling for quite

some time now. It has grabbed

headlines again and again this

year as crew members dealt with

one malfunction after another.

In February, a fire broke out,

forcing those aboard to wear pro-

tective gas masks. They donned

the masks again a scant two weeks

later when the oxygen supply

generator failed. Not even a month

after that incident, a leak in the

cooling system (used to maintain

breathable air for the astronauts)

was discovered.

In July, the station was tossed

about in its orbit for several hours

after a crew member mistakenly

caused a massive power failure.

Over the last three months, the

main oxygen generator system

aboard has broken down no less

than three times. The main com-

puter has suffered a similar fate,

breaking down five times, most

recently on September 22. That

day, the crew also noticed brown

droplets leaking from the jets on

their Soyuz escape craft. This was

alarming because in case of an

emergency that craft will be the

crew’s only way home.

These and many other danger-

ous situations were documented

in a letter released September 12

by Roberta Gross, NASA Inspec-
tor General. In light of this letter,

the House Science Committee

decided September 18 that Mir

was too risky to send Wolf aboard.

NASA Administrator Daniel
Goldin made, the final decision,

however, the morning of the

launch, after hearing safety re-

ports from both Gemini and
Apollo astronaut Thomas Stafford

and an independent consultant.

Wolf, for one, was pleased with

Goldin’s go-ahead.

He told ABC News, “What we
have here is an incredible oppor-

tunity to look into the crystal ball

at how our station will be in eight,

ten, twelve years into its life span.

And everything we see happen-

ing in the Mir system is some-

thing we still have time to design

around, upgrade around or alter

procedures to prevent.”
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MSU’s Summer and Smoke dazzles audiences
By Charlotte Grant
Feature Editor

The Michigan State University

(MSU) Department of Theater’s

production of Tennessee
Williams’s Summer and Smoke
starts with a laugh and never lets

up.

Williams’s work is largely a
character piece. It relies on the

i ntricate and subtle (or sometimes

not so subtle) interactions between

complex individuals, not action,

to entertain the audience. It deals

seriously with issues of love and

sexuality in an age where those

aspects of life were largely de-

nied.

The play takes place in Glori-

ous Hill, Mississippi sometime in

the early twentieth century. Time

and place are unimportant,

though, compared to the timeless

struggles of life.

The lead female character is

Alma Winemiller, a Reverend’s

daughter who is in her twenties

and unmarried. Alma is confused

about life and love. She received

a proposal from a eager yet ut-

terly boring young man named

Roger Duremus. Although she

considers his proposal out of re-

spect, her passions lie elsewhere.

Alma’s true feelings of love

and desire are directed towards

the young Dr. John Buchanan Jr.,

whom she has known since child-
hood. John both frightens and

exhilarates Alma with his heated,

passionate ways.

John is not a clear cut hero

figure, though. From the minute

he returns to town from school he

engages in a reckless lifestyle,

full of gambling, drinking and

whoring. The main object of his

physical lust is Rosa Gonzales

(played well by Ceora Hoxsey),

the daughter of a local casino

owner.

John’s relationships with the

two women clearly contrast the

difference between spiritual and

physical love. For Rosa it is the

latter but for Alma John feels a

desperate ethereal passion that he

cannot admit until it is too late.

The majority of parts are played

by MSU theater students who do
a phenomenal job performing
excellent parts in a wonderful

play. Both lead parts, Alma and

John, were extremely well acted.

The young performers literally

astonished audience members
with the vitality and life brought

to the roles. Sitting in the theater

it was easy to forget they were

actors, and easier to imagine that

one was really just snooping in on

real lives.

Alma was played by Trisha
Miller. Miller displays her enor-

mous talent by bringing the char-

acter to life. She manages to re-

veal Alma’s periods of reserve,

tension and passion with equal

deftness, giving the character a

three dimensionality often lack-

ing in acting.

Miller is at her most impressive

when she portrays Alma in an

agitated state. Her hysterics seem

uncannily real. She even fakes

sobs extraordinarily well, a diffi-

cult task when it must be done on

the spot.

Through all this Miller deftly

maintains Alma’s characteristic

gestures, diction and mannerisms,

showing that for the period of the

play she truly is Alma.

Robert Evans plays John with

equal facility. Evans accom-

plishes the difficult task of play-

ing a troubled young man without

making it seem trite. A character

such as John could easily become

a flat, stock character that anyone

has seen hundreds of times be-

fore. However, thanks to
William’s excellent writing and

Evans’s ability to reveal inner

turmoil this is avoided.

The portrayal of the inner tu-

mult that buffets John ever day of

that long, fateful summer is Evan’ s

greatest achievements. It is the

true mark of a great actor to say

something without speaking.

Throughout the course of the play

John becomes more than what he

says and what he does, he be-

comes who he is, a remarkable
achievement by Evans.

Though the play explores these

serious character issues, it is not

without humor. The supporting

characters provide frequent and

appropriate laughs.

The best, and probably funni-

est example is the character of

Mrs. Winemiller, Alma’s mother.

Apparently she had had a break-

down some years ago and now
Alma and her father, Reverend

Winemiller care for her.

Mrs. Winemiller’ s breakdown

left her stone cold crazy, and this

is where the laughs come from.

She frequently echoes the state-

ments of other characters in a

laughing, falsetto voice. She con-

stantly demands ice cream and
often flips her skirts over her head.

Played by Katja Luczki, Mrs.

Winemiller consistently provides

comic relief.

Luczki is not the only source of

humor in the play. Alma’s “intel-

lectual group,” which meets ev-

ery few weeks to discuss litera-

ture, provides a virtual cornuco-

pia of unique and hilarious indi-

vidual character. The scene in-

volving this group is nothing but

laughs as one member after an-

other makes fools of themselves

by just being themselves.

As an overall result of the ex-

cellent writing and acting, in ad-

dition to the well place humor, the

play is a tremendous success. It is

recommended that anyone with a

serious interest in well performed

theater try to see this show.

Directed by Joyce Ramsay, the

play runs September 25-28 and

October 2-4 at the Wharton

Center’s Festival Stage in East

Lansing. For times, prices and

ticket reservations, interested par-

ties can call the Wharton Center

box office at (517) 432-2000.

MEGA eases first year adjustment
By Rhonda Smith

Staff Reporter

Mentoring Enhances Growth

at Alma (MEGA) assists first-
year students in becoming famil-

iar with college life. Mentors, who

are upperclass students, volun-

teer to spend time with their

mentee and introduce them to

various aspects of the campus.

According to MEGA coordi-
nator, senior Amy Hoffman, the
process begins in the spring with

training of potential mentors.

“We tell mentors what we ex-

pect and go through scenarios that

could happen with mentees,” said

Hoffman. Coordinators of MEG A
reinforced the idea that it is a

responsibility and requires a lot

of common sense.

During the summer the pre-

pared mentors are informed of

their “match” — the first-year

student(s) under their guidance.

The mentor is given the address

of their first-year student allow-

ing them to become acquainted

before the school year begins. If

the mentee has any questions, such

as how much junk can fit into a

Gelston Hall room, they have the

opportunity to ask ahead of time.

The first event MEGA held for
the 1 00 mentors and 1 60 mentees

was their opening picnic which

marked the beginning of the se-

mester. Hoffman said the picnic

was an event centered on gather-

ing everyone together in order to

meet new faces. This was the first

event at which “matches” were

able to formally meet. A group

photograph was taken also.

MEGA also sponsored a canoe
trip for the group of about 25

students.

Hoffman said that the matches

are asked to keep in touch at least

once a week until mid-tenn — a

period when assistance is usually

needed by the mentees. Although

participation in MEGA persists
through the year many matches

may dissolve after mid-term. It

depends upon the relationship
between the mentor and mentee

and whether or not help is de-

sired.

The organization has many
events planned for the rest of the

year. Attempting to coordinate as

many as two events per month,

MEGA tries to get their members
involved both on and off campus.

“We try to get people without
cars off campus so they aren’t

always stuck here,” said Hoffman.

Events planned include a Hal-

loween party, a trip to Uncle

John’s Cider Mill and shopping

at the Meridian Mall near Christ-

mas season.

Mentoring appears to be help-

ful for first-year students because

they are given a friend to talk to

when they feel the need.

“They get their questions an-

swered by students who’ve been

through it, “said Hoffman. “Ad-

visors are great for advice for

classes but mentors can say this is

what they tell you, but this is what

you should know.”

Hoffman hopes that MEGA can
continue to make good matches

and create friendships. The group

wants to get their mentees out on

campus and not lost in the shuffle.

Mentor Jodie Bannan (98) com-

mented, “As a mentor I like being

able to help others. I was a mentee

once upon a time so I know what

it’s like.”

Bannan also remarked on the

special aspects of MEGA, “The
program in general is a lot of fun.

We do a lot of activities based for
everyone.”

The desire to help others seems

to pass down from the mentee

experience. Brand, who is one of

Bannan’s mentees, said , “I think

I would be a mentor next year.

When I got here I didn’t think it’d

help me but it helped knowing

someone was there.”

- Center Corner - -
CSD to host career fair
The Center for Student

Development will be hosting

about 30 alumni and friends of

the college on Saturday, from

1-3 p.m., in VanDusen
Commons for the annual Career

Explo!

All Alma students should

attend this event. While this

request should be especially

strong for juniors and seniors,

all students are welcome.

It is a unique opportunity for

our students to benefit from the

expertise of our alumni.

The alumni participants cpine

questions regarding their own
professional development and

networking in their profession

and in their community.

In addition to the Career Fair

format in the afternoon , this year

we will be adding a new
component in the morning: two

panel discussions in SAC 113.

The first panel discussion,

presented at 10:00-10:40, will

be “Ethics & Expectations”
and the second panel discussion

topic, presented at 10:45-1 1 :25,

ill be “Networking
tegies.”

,z faculty and staff will

.^x^entlng their views in a

from a

fields, particularly the areas df

business, health 'professions, . ̂ Ifessioh format and will
law, science, pnsulting, ;W6lcdSf.':qUesti0ns and
publishing, research and commempfrom attending
ministry. students.

They will be prepared to speak Any questions? Do you want
with our students about their a list of the organizatidhs and

career field in general and their types of pOSitions represented

organization or company in bythealumni?PleasecailMindy
particular. Sargent (7225) at The Centerfor
Alumni will also entertain Student Development.
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Sophomore Michael Campeau chases after the ball. The men’s

soccer team is currently tied with Hope for first place in the MIAA.
Photo by Derek Warner.

Football team rolls over
Elmhurst College, 48-7
By Sean Babbitt

Sports Editor

The Scots continued their win-

ning ways Saturday as Alma
steamrolled the Elmhurst College

Bluejays 48-7.

It was the Scots’ rushing attack

and not the normal passing bar-

rage that blew out the Bluejays.

Led by senior Ray Dawood’s

school record tying four touch-

downs, the running game ac-
counted for six of the seven Scot

scores. Another touchdown was

scored by junior quarterback Ja-

son Vandermass, his second of

the season. Dawood finished the

day with 79 rushing yards to go

along with the four scores.

“We were pretty balanced in
terms of total yards,” said Head

Football Coach Jim Cole..

In the opening quarter of play

Dawood scored twice on runs of 3

yards and a season long 58 yard

scamper. Both extra point at-

tempts were completed by junior

kicker Rick Brands bringing

Alma’s lead to 14-0 at the end of

the first quarter.

In the second quarter of play

Dawood ran for his third touch-

down of the day by breaking
across the goal line on a 1-yard

dive. The Bluejays accounted for

their only score on the day late in

the second by completing a long

58-yard bomb to bring the half-

time score to 21-7 Scots.

The second half was more of

the same for the Scots as they

dominated both sides of the ball,

^coring three more times and not

allowing another point.

In the third quarter, Dawood
completed his league leading scor-

ing drive as he again powered

into the end zone from the 1 -yard

line to put the game way out of

reach for Elmhurst.

The one passing score of the

day for the Scots was completed

by Vandermass to sophomore re-

ceiver Greg Bowden on an 11-

yard strike. Vandermass also ran

in an 8-yard gain for another

touchdown.

The Scot defense stymied the

Bluejays the rest of the way hold-

ing them to a season low 147 total

yards while the offense piled up

392 yards.

“They worked hard and every-

one contributed [to the winj,' said

Cole.

The 48-7 victory raised the

Scots overall record to an un-

blemished 3-0 going into confer-

ence play starting next week. The

game also propelled Vandermass

to the top of the total offense

leaders in the MIAA with 984
total yards passing and running

the ball, 255 yards ahead of the

closest competition.

Dawood has also compiled a
comfortable lead in the scoring

race, a full 18 points in front of

Hope senior Brandon Graham,

who is in second place.

The Scots will resume action

next Saturday at Defiance for their

second of three consecutive road

games, before returning home
against Albion on October 18 for

the annual homecoming game.

Men ’s Soccer

Alma, Hope lead MIAA
Women ’s soccer team defeats Ob erlin, falls to Calvin
By Joey Mead
Staff Reporter

Last Tuesday, the men’s soccer

team won the first game of three

they played that week.

Tuesday’s game, against Calvin

College turned out to be a 4-0 win

for the Scots.

Sophomore Nate Spang said,
“We dominated the game. It
showed everyone where we were

in the league, and it was kind of

revenge for last year."

Scoring a goal a piece for the

Scots were senior Jeff Bateson,

junior Randy U’Ren, first-year

student Paul Aceto and junior Matt

Keller.

Jeff Bateson was named MIAA
Player of the Week.

The men ’ s soccer team went on

to compete in a tournament held

on Friday and Saturday . The Scots

beat Transylvania University on

Friday 3-0. Keller, Aceto and co-

captain Tom Jewitt (98) each
scored goals.

Keller stated, “Transylvania

was a good team and they had an

okay record. But we just played

better. We had lots of shots on
goal and strong defense.”

Beating Transylvania moved

the Scots into the championship

game against Wilmington Col-

lege, who is ranked second in the

region, and 17 in the nation.

Alma fell short of victory, with

U’Ren scoring a penalty kick and

Wilmington sneaking two goals

by back-up goalie Todd Ruiter

(98). First-string goalie Jon Cullen

(00) broke his forth metacarpal in

his left hand when practicing the

day before the Calvin game.

Cullen hopes to return soon.

U’Ren said, “We played hard,

but we could have played harder.”

Head Coach Scott Frey said,
“We got a chance to play
Wilmington who are ranked sec-

ond in the region, but we have

wanted to play them for a while.

We won against Calvin, and
they’re a team we hadn’t beat in

the past so I was not disappointed

at all. ”

Alma is tied with Hope College

for the MIAA championship, Both
teams are 3-0 in the conference.

The Scots are anxious to play

Hope, U’Ren added. There is a

big rivalry between the Flying

Dutchmen and the Scots.

Men’s soccer plays again
against Olivet on Wednesday at 4

p.m.

Women’s soccer also played a

couple games last week. Last

Tuesday, the women played
Calvin College and lost 1-0.

Junior Heather Klepper said,

“We played well. Everyone is
improving, but both of our goal-

ies are injured.”

Goalie Missy Hamlin (01) is

out with a injured leg. It is possi-

bly an ACL tear, but there has
been no official word on her con-

dition.

The other goalie, Kathleen
McCrudder (01), is also out with

a bad leg.

McCrudder said, “I have a

pretty nasty bruise, but I should

be playing again next week.”

Having 12 saves in the game

against Calvin, and temporarily

replacing the two real goalies, is

senior co-captain Stephanie Craig.

Craig commented, “We played
really well. Personally, I prefer to

play in the field. ”

The women had another game
Saturday against Oberlin College.

The Scots won 2-1.

Scoring for the Scots was Sa-

rah Hayes (01) and Kristi Hopper

(01).

The team is continuing to im-

prove under the instruction of new

coach Megan Owens and they
hope to play well against Olivet

College tomorrow.

Cross country teams place 4th, 5th

at first MIAA jamboree

By Beth A. Knapp two minutes off her personal thirds will be determined at the

Co-Editor-in-Chief record in Saturday’s performance, second jamboree on Novem-
“We ran better as a team, but ber 1, which will be hosted by

On Saturday, the men’s and we still need to work on packing Olivet College,
women’s cross country teams it up. The ability is there,” stated According to Gibson a good
competed in their first MIAA Rodgers. performance at the final jam-

jamboree at Adrian College. The Top finishers for the men ’ s team boree could allow the teams to
women finished fourth overall included junior c,o-captain Peter move up as many as two places,
and the men fifth. Muccio (9th), senior co-captain “Losing to Albion is excel-
“We were really happy [even Jerry Howard (26th), first-year lent motivation [for the next

though] we didn’t place as high student Mark Williams (29th), jamboree],” commented
as we would have liked,” com- sophomore Josh Wiggins (31st) Muccio.
mented Head Coach Dan Gibson and sophomore Kyle Kristin Muccio stated that practices
about tlie teams’ perfonnances. (45th). have been productive and times

Senior Joy Engblade, who fin- “Overall, as a. team, we per- have been fast in up-tempo
ished in seventh place with a formed well. Everyone ran per- runs. “We’re on track to peak
time of 18:47, led the women’s sonal best times for the season, at the end of the season when
team. Gibson was impressed Wejust haven’t peaked as a team we need to,” he said,
with her effort, stating that up yet,” said Muccio. Next weekend the teams

until the last half mile of the race The only down note of the day travel to Indiana to compete in

Engblade was in a position to resulted from the fact that both the Earlham Invitational,
win the invitational or at least teams lost to Albion for the sec- Gibson stated that this invite
finish in the top two. ond time this season after notlos- will provide excellent racing

Other top finishers . for the ing to them in years. experience on a unique course

women’s team were sophomore The men were edged by the against teams that they don’t
Anne Grimaldi (15th), first-year Britons by two points and the normally face,
student Breanne Moeggenberg women by 14 points. Both Calvin However, it is doubful that
(27th), senior Katie Rodgers College teams finished first. many records will be set.
(28th) and senior Rebecca Saturday’s meet counted for “The course is tough, so we
Walter (42nd). one third of the MIAA champion- won’t have great times,” com-
Moeggenberg cut just over ship competition. The other two mented Gibson.



AIDS AWARENESS WEI
TRAGIC REALITY

AIDS Memorial Quilt
educates visitors
By Karin Shrum
Staff Reporter

AIDS Awareness Week was an

emotional one for all Alma Col-

lege students, but an educational

one as well. In association with

the visiting AIDS Memorial Quilt,

various other AIDS awareness ac-

tivities and speeches were offered.

On Monday T.J. Sullivan and
Joel Goldman gave an entertain-

ing and enlightening speech in

Presbyterian Hall on friendship

in the Age of AIDS and way to

protects yourself from HIV.

Tuesday brought two more

educational speakers: Matthew

Modine spoke in the Newberry

Hall Lobby and a speech entitled

“AIDS: It’s Imapct on all of us”

was given in the Mitchell Hall

lobby.

Also preceeding the opening

ceremonies of the quilt, a campus
wide mock HIV epidemic was

distributed by Alma’s Resident

Assistant (RA) Staff. After cal-

culating the percent of people in-

fected by the virus everyday, the

RA staff infected that percentage

of residence hall doors.

“I think the infection brought

home to those of us living in Alma
just how many people the virus

affects,” commented Becky
Dutton (01), whose door was la-

beled with HIV early this past
week.

On Wednesday, came the long

awaited AIDS Memorial Quill
display opening ceremonies fea-

turing performances by all the

Alma College Choirs, a theatrical

reading of the poem Howto Watch

your Brother Die performed by

Eric Grace and the presentation

of a portion of the quilt.

“This has been a work of love

for Alma College and it will be

remembered forever,” said Presi-

dent Alan Stone during his open-

ing remarks at the ceremony.

At the close of the ceremony

the audience, led by a bag piper,

filed in to view the quilt display in

Van Deusen Commons.

Running concurrently with the

quilt viewing were three more
educational activaties.

On Friday night a performnace

by the Greater Lansing Gay Men’ s

Chorus was given in Presbyterian

Hall. The movie The Cure was

shown as well on Friday and Sat-

urday night.

On Thursday night the Acad-

emy Award winning documen-

tary Common Threads was sup-
posed to be shown but was can-

celed due to technical difficul-

ties.

For at least one Alma student

the AIDS Memorial Quilt brought

a way for her to say a final good-

bye to a close friend who died of

AIDS in 1994.

“I’m inducting [a quilt panel]

to pay homage to Janelle because

I don’t think I did enough for her.
It will bring closure for me," staled

Jennifer Fish (99) who worked

vigorously all week to complete

the quilt piece.

At the closing ceremony on

Sunday 13 new quilt panels were

inducted to the overall quilt,

thanks were given to all those

who made the week possible and

a candlelight ceremony was held.

“I think it’s been a rewarding

experience that everybody from

President Stone down to the stu-

dents, that all of us will be much

greater for.” commented Alma

College Chaplain Jesse Perry on

the week’s overall effect.

Over 3,000 people came and

visited the quilt this past week.

They came from the campus,

Alma and from as far away as

Ohio. Their attendance helped

reach the goal to remember those

who had died, celebrate their lives,

and educate those who visited.

(Above) A group takes the time to view the panels. The display itself was coordinated by Patrick Lombardi

from the Lansing Area AIDS Network. Photo by Derek Warner.

(Right ) Junior Eric Grace leaves the Chapel stage after reciting the poem “How to Watch a Brother Die”

during the opening ceremony. Photo by Derek Warner.



iK BRINGS PANDEMIC’S
TO ALMA COLLEGE

Two visitors to the Quilt display embrace as they remember the loss of their

loved one. People traveled from as far as Ohio to see the display. Photo by Derek
Warner.

(Above) A group of students, faculty and community members take part in the procession from the opening

ceremony to the Quilt Display. The ceremonies were coordinated by Diane VanderPol, assistant professor

of library science.
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(Above) A banner announces the AIDS Memorial Quilt display. Photo

by Derek Warner.

(Left) Reverend Jesse Perry, campus chaplain, sells AIDS Memorial
Quilt merchandise at the panel display. Perry, a member of the committee

that brought the Quilt to campus, recruited volunteers. Photo by Derek

Warner.
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Women’s golf leads MIAA
By Joey Mead
Staff Reporter

Last Tuesday, at Thornapple

Point Golf Club, the women's
golf team tied for first place with

Hope College for the second time

this season.

Hosted at Calvin College, the

tournament was cut short due to

some scheduling problems. In-
stead of a shotgun start, which is

when everyone starts at the same
time on different holes, Calvin

tried to set separate tee-times for

every group. It didn't work.

Coach Charlie Goffnett said.

“The lead group of golfers can

usually go through 1 8 hole in 3 1/

2 hours, but due to hold-ups by

resort golfers it was 2 1/2 hours

into the tournament and we had

only played nine holes.”

Sophomore Jodi Taylor added,

“I wish we could have played all

1 8 holes. I had two birdies and I

was doing well. There is a big

rivalry with Hope College right

now and we really wanted to beat

them.”

So Alma and Hope tied at 174

strokes. The individual winner
was sophomore Ellen
Colenbrander from Hope College.

Colenbrander shot a 39. How-

ever, her score will not affect the

individual cumulative standings

because they only played nine

holes.

After four tournaments, Alma
College still stands in first by 23

strokes. Last week ' s total of a 12 1

stroke lead was incorrect. In sec-

ond with 1 286 is Hope. Albion, in

third, has a total of 1322.

Goffnett said, “We re leading,

but it’s not quite a comfortable

lead. If Hope has one great tour-

nament, we could lose first, and

Hope still has a tournament at

their home course. So we are re-

ally going to have to concentrate.”

The top four scores for Alma

were sophomore Jennifer Peters

with a 42, senior Carrie Hunt at

43, senior Mandy Bowler shot a

44 and Taylor followed the se-

quence with a 45. Senior Jennifer

Bondy shot a 54, which was a

personal best.

Goffnett added. “We need to be
scoring around 350 every tourna-

ment. If you double 174 that’s

about right, so we are playing

better golf. Jenny Peters has re-

ally been our rock. Carrie Hunt

has been giving us some nice
scores and Bowler is finally get-

ting a lot back. Jodi Taylor has

also been doing well."

Bowlersaid, “I played wonder-,

fully. I would have played better

on the back nine, but it was a great

day. The course was really gor-

geous.”

With three more tournaments

Alma is hoping to stretch their

lead over Hope. With only two

weeks left of season, the next

tournaments become very impor-

tant.

The Scots traveled to Adrian

yesterday to play at Lenawee

Country Club at 2 p.m.

Inexperience hurts volleyball team in

AMM MEN'S GOLF STANDINGS

Olivet

11
369

12
377

13

381

Total

1127
Avq.

375.7

Hope 389 394 375 1158 386.0

Albion 385 402 383 1170 390.0

Calvin 413 395 401 1209 403.0

Alma 397 406 411 1214 404.7

Kalamazoo 413 408 418 1239 413.0

Adrian 414 424 426 1264 421.3

Defiance 442 452 450 1347 449.0

losses to Calvin, Adrian
By Chris Porco
Freelance Writer

The Alma College women’s

volleyball team played against

Calvin and Adrian this past week.

The netters lost to Calvin (2-15,

6-15. 4-15) and against Adrian

(11-15,6-15,7-15).

Junior Nicole Markiecki said,

First-year student Meghann Devlin goes up for a block as junior
Nicole Markiecki looks on. Photo by Derek Warner.

“In the match against Calvin, a lot

of people were sick ... it really

affected us. The upperclassmen

were off and the freshmen rely on

us to bring them up.” She com-

mented on the Adrian game

by simply saying, “We
played hard but things didn ’ t

go our way.”

The team is certainly
young, with ten first-year stu-

dents and only four returning

players. Junior Ellen
Bradbury stated, “We have
four freshmen on the court a

majority of the time — we
have no seniors. We make a «

lot of young mistakes. You
can’t teach experience.”

Even though the team is young,

they get along very well. “This is

the first team I’ve ever played

with, including high school, that

everyone gets along. It’s more

like a family than anything else.

It’s fun. The freshmen have a

lot of heart, that’s something

you can’t coach,” said
Markiecki.

Bradbury said, “We get along

very well off the court and on

the court. Even though we’re

not doing well we’re still get-

ting along ... we get along well

enough to support each other to

keep good spirits. In the long run

that will help out a lot.”

As far as areas the team needs

This is the first team I’ve ever

played with, including high

school, that everyone gets

along. It’s more like a family

than anything else. ̂  ^

'Ellen Bradbury (99)

to improve on, Markiecki said,

“In pressure situations, holding it

The Almanian is
lookinsfor freelnace
writers, narticularily
these interested in

writing ter Sports and
Opinion. Contact Betti

or Chris at *7161.

together . . . finishing a game —
we would get to thirteen and al-

most forget we had two more
points to go . . . and hustling,
sometimes we would look to other

people instead of ourselves.”

Bradbury said, “We never
do one thing exceptionally

poorly. It’sjust the little things

from lack of experience.”

According to Bradbury, one

of the team’s goals is to im-

prove on last year’s record.

The team’s next opportunity

to take a step towards this

goal will be against Olivet

College. The team will take a

break from competitive play

for a week and will resume

play October 7 at Hope College.

More appreciative ,

more understanding.
more self-assured,
more skilled,
more effective .

You must have been a student at

(If you haven't already done

an off-campus term in

Chicago, you may want to call

us at 1-800-747-6059).
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Ground breaking for IM building set for June 1 998
By Karin Shrum
Staff Reporter

Immediately following the

1 997 Opening Convocation Alma

College hired Stanmar Corpora-

tion out of Massachusetts to draw
specifications for a new 40,000

square foot Intramural/Recreation

Center to be added to the Alma

campus.

Hiring Stanmar to begin draw-

ing is the first step toward the

ultimate goal of breaking ground

for the new facility in June 1998.

The new facility will be located

on the current baseball field. It

will house four courts lined for

tennis, basketball and volleyball

and a three lane suspended track.

An adjoining building with a
lobby, offices, equipment rooms,

a few lockers and a couple show-

ers is also proposed.

Adding the new facility will

provide more room for the recre-

ational and intramural needs of

Alma while increasing the avail-

able space for sports during the

months of January through March.

“Now there’s just no time for

intramural space let alone recre-

ation space for the general stu-

dent body after 4 p.m.,” com-

mented Men’s Athletic Director

Dennis Griffin, referring to space

problems in the present facilities.

These problems especially occur

during the overlap of the winter

sports season and spring training.

During the beginning months

of spring training and the spring

sports season there is still snow

on the ground and outdoor sports

such as tennis have to drive to the

nearest indoor courts to practice.

In this instance the nearest courts

are in Lansing and Midland. The

trip to and from these courts causes

not only safety problems in win-

ter, but also takes large chunks of

time from the participants.

“We drive for at least an hour

then practice for two hours, then

drive home. It’s very time con-
suming,” stated women’s tennis

player Lisa Tessmer (98).

Alma’s current physical edu-

cation center was built in 1967

and since its construction Alma

has added four new sports, all

women’s sports and an intramu-

ral program. The building can no

longer fulfill the student body

needs.

The $3.6 million facility will

be built of the Alma red brick and

white cap stone to match the ex-

isting campus structures and will

be funded by donations.

President Alan Stone, hoping

for a small number of large do-

nors stated, “We’ve done well in

the past,” referring to past donor

funded building projects such as

the Heritage Center for Perform-

ing Arts.

The proposal for the new facil-

ity will go before the Alma Col-

lege Board of Trustees at their

next meeting in the beginning of

October. Administration is hop-

ing for a tentative approval by

February 1998.

If approval is granted adminis-

tration will begin to look for do-

nors optimistically reaching their

goal of 3.6 million by March

1998 and breaking ground for the

new facility by June 1998, taking

approximately ten months to com-

plete.

Students benefit from changes in intramural sports program
By Chris Tapley

Co-Editor-in-Chief

Many changes have been made

within the intramural (IM) sports

program at Alma this year. The

system has recently received a

reorganization in order to allow

more people to become involved.

The major change in the system

has been additional personnel

whose sole responsibility is the

program.

In the past the only faculty

member dedicated to the program

was the intramural director. This

year, along with the director, there

will also be two assistant direc-

tors. Each of these assistant direc-

tors will coordinated one term of

the IM program.

Greg Baadte was chosen as one

of the assistant IM directors.
Baadte is currently in charge of

the fall IM program. The other

assistant IM director has not yet

been named but will be in charge

of the winter program. The cur-

rent intramural director, Charlie

Goffnet, will be heading up the

spring program. Rounding out the

staff are two student directors se-

nior Josh Pyle and junior Kurt

Sutton.

The changes came about be-

cause it was felt the program could

offer more to the student body

than it currently was.

“We need more and varied ac-

tivities on campus. We are prob-

ably going to double the amount

of the intramurals,” said Baadte.

Along with the current intra-

mural sports, football, basketball,

softball and volleyball, the new

staff hopes to add a racquetball

tournament and possibly a three-

on-three sand volleyball tourna-

ment.

“We are trying to get more op-

portunities for a diverse group of

people,” said Baadte.

The proposed format for the

three-on-three volleyball tourna-

ment would be either a single or

double elimination tournament

depending on the number of

teams. The tentative plan is for

the tournament to be Homecom-
ing weekend. According to
Baadte, with Homecoming hap-

pening during Fall Break he is

hoping more people will have time

to play.

The racquetball tournament is

currently scheduled for some time

in November. The tournament

will be played in some sort of a

“ladder” format.

The changes are not just affect-

ing the sports side of the intramu-

ral program, but they are also

affecting the procedural side. One

major project in the works for this

side of the program is an intramu-

ral handbook. It has not yet been

decided whether this handbook

will include all sports or if an

individual handbook will be made

up for each sport.

The handbooks would contain

the rules and regulations as well

as guidelines for officials for all

the sports. The handbooks would

also include general information

about the program.

Another change which has

modernized the program is the

attainment of a computer sched-

uling program. This program al-

lows the directors to input the

teams and the computer gener-

ates a random schedule. The pro-

gram will also keep track of the

season records and statistics and

allow tournaments to be gener-

ated at the end of the season based

on record. According to Baadte

this makes running the day to day

business of the intramural pro-

gram much easier.

The final change to the intra-

mural program is a new intramu-

ral bulletin board in the basement

of the Physical Education Build-

ing between the track and sports

medicine bulletin boards.
Throughout the year this board

will contain information about the

intramural program. Schedules,

results and forms for sign-up will

all be located there.

“We are trying to get more op-

portunities and get more pres-

ence,” said Baadte.

The intramural staff is also in-

terested in ideas for events or other

changes to the program from the

student body.

“The more input we have from

students the better off we will

be,” said Baadte. Student ideas

can be directed to Baadte or

Goffnet.

tyavenscrofl
Directed by Melissa Strait

A classic English drawing mom mystery— or is it?

A fiaimdymami amdl a house Ml of women . . .

Did he fall down the stairs, or was he pmshed?

Watch Inspector Rnffing delve into the lives of the women of
Ravenscroft Manor as he tries to find out how Patrick died.

At the Alma Strand Theater October 3-5, 9-11

Performances begin at 8 p.m.,

Sunday performance begins at 3 p.m.
For more information call 463-2585

IM FOOTBALL A - LEAGUE HANGINGS
(as of September 26)

Rank Team w L Pet. GB
1 Tau Kappa Epsilon 4 0 1.0 —
2 Thank You, May We Have Another 4 1 .80 .5

2 Tartar 4 1 .80 .5

2 Sigma Alpha Epsilon 4 1 .80 .5

5 Sigma Chi 3 2 .60 1.5

5 Armadillos 3 2 .60 1.5

7 The Train 1 3 .25 3

7 Robot Stallions 1 3 .25 3

9 Zeta Sigma 1 4 .20 3.5

10 Fighting Woodsmen 0 5 .00 4.5

10 The Mofos 0 5 .00 4.5
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AIDS Memorial Quilt delivers strong message
By Wendy Holmes
Staff Reporter

Every time I see the NAMES
Project AIDS Memorial Quilt. I
always wonder the same thing:

does it really deliver the message

it was created to send? Can 45,000

3 foot by 6 foot panels really

make a person think before they

have unprotected sex or stick a

possibly contaminated needle in

their arm? People nowadays, es-

pecially teenagers, hear about

AIDS all the time — it’s on the

news, and even in our schools.

Teenagers are taught to wear

condoms and be safe, consistently

and continually. Do most do it?
No. Does all this repetition sim-

ply desensitize the average per-

son to the plague of AIDS? Maybe

so, but I now think The AID'S

Memorial Quilt destroys that feel-

ing of numbness.

The sad truth is that people

don’t want to be educated about

the risks of contracting AIDS.

They would rather get lost in the

heat of a fleeting moment and

push all dark thoughts of an un-

foreseen future aside. They are

more comfortable believing
they’re invincible. They say to

themselves, it won’t, it can’t

happen to me.

If you don’t believe me, look

around. All I had to do to obtain

evidence was attend the Open-

ing Ceremony to see how people

react when confronted with the

issue. During the ceremony,

when junior Eric Grace per-

formed the moving poem “How
to Watch Your Brother Die"

many people shifted uncomfort-

ably in their seats. As the poem
reached its inevitable conclu-

sion and Grace’s voice swelled

with raw emotion and became
louder, more shifting and fidg-

eting occurred. Some people
began to flip through their pam-

phlets, yawn, sigh, look away,

etc. They would do anything

not to have to watch him.

During the reading of the

names later in the ceremony,

the same behavior recurred, al-

though this time I saw several

people actually begin speaking

to their neighbors. They were

unable to keep silent even while

those who had suffered and died

of AIDS were given their mo-
ment to be remembered and

missed. Many people appeared

to be bored. And why wouldn’t
they be? To them it was simply a

list of names, names without
faces, without pasts, without fu-

tures.

As the last notes of “Amazing

Grace” faded away, ending the

ceremony, many jumped up in a

rush for the door, rushing to es-

cape the inescapable. It’s time

people realized that they can no

longer run from AIDS. It will
never be conquered until people

have the courage to stand up, look

death in the face and fight, fight

with all they have, to refuse to

lose another family member, lover

or friend.

I believe this is where The AID's

Memorial Quilt comes in. It gives

a face to AIDS. Looking at the

panels, the names jumping off

them become more than that —
they become people who had lives

full of loved ones from whom
Patrick Lombardi of the Lansing

Area AIDS Network speaks at
the opening ceremonies of the

display. Photo by Derek Warner.

they were snatched too soon. The

panels force people to confront

AIDS, to see it staring them back

in the face from a section of cloth.

True, all one has to do is leave the

display room, but anyone who
has seen the panels, myself in-

cluded, can tell you that it is im-

possible to erase from your

memory. The panels make an
imprint on your heart and your

mind, one that may someday save

your life. That’sthe message The

AIDS Memorial Quilt delivers.

American tax payers deserve a flat tax system
By Shannon Casey

Staff Reporter

The current tax system is a dis-

grace. Taxes went from a simple

revenue raising tool to a system

with an impossible aim: to redis-

tribute wealth. Our current sys-

tem hinders the nation’s growth

while giving tax breaks to the

politically well-connected.

The seven million-word tax

code requires over half of all

Americans to hire a professional

accountant or tax lawyer to pre-

pare their tax returns. According

to a study done for the Internal

Revenue Service (IRS) taxpayers

devote 5.4 billion hours per year

to preparing their taxes.

The biggest victims of the tax

system are the average citizens

who can’t afford to hire high-

priced tax lawyers and accoun-

tants to navigate the current rules

and regulations of the IRS.

Instead of giving people incen-

tives to work harder, the current

tax system bumps them into a

higher tax bracket.

America needs a simpler and

fairer tax system to restore hon-

esty to government and growth to

the economy. With a flat tax all

Americans would pay the same

rate on their taxable income. The

base of taxable income would

start at $33,300 for a family of

four. Income would be taxed only

once, at the source.

The benefits of a flat tax are

immense. A flat tax would allow

for people to keep more of what

they earn, promoting faster eco-

nomic growth and giving people

an opportunity to save and invest.

Taxing income when it is
earned and again when it is in-

vested is counter-productive.

Double taxation gives people a

disincentive to save and invest. A
prominent Harvard economist,

David Jorgenson, proposed that

eliminating double taxation could

boost national wealth by $1 tril-

lion.

A flat tax promotes an increase

in civil liberties. A complex tax

code provides for more abuse and

evasion of the system. A simpler

tax system calls for less infringe-

ment of privacy. The IRS would

have no reason to ask any more of

a taxpayer than the amount of

income and size of family.

The fairness of the flat tax sys-

tem cannot be matched. The flat

tax treats all people equal. If some-

one earns 100 times the income

of another, they will pay 100 times

more in taxes. There are no fancy

loopholes or tax shelters for the

rich to hide behind.

The flat tax will end deduc-

tions and loopholes; therefore,
also putting an end to political

favoritism where the tax system

is involved. Politicians would no

longer have the power to reward

friends or punish enemies by

manipulating the tax code to their

advantage.

Tax legislation could be driven

by sound business decisions with-

out worrying about the influence

of powerful lobbyists.

A flat tax has been proven suc-

cessful in Hong Kong. Not coin-

cidentally, Hong Kong boasts the

fastest growing economy with an

economic growth rate of over

seven percent; this amounts to

double that of the United States.

Unemployment in Hong Kong
has never exceeded three percent.

Although everybody pays the

same rate of taxes, the wealthiest

ten percent of people in Hong
Kong pay 75 percent of the taxes.

The tax system in Hong Kong

should be a model for the United

States. A fairer and more effec-

tive tax system has yet to be dis-

covered.

Column by Tim Caister

FBI demands telephone encrypting codes
The Federal Bureau of In-

vestigation has announced a

new plan to gather any new

encrypting codes that are de-

veloped for your computer.

Have you ordered and bought

anything over the internet?

Well, if you have, you may
have had concerns whether or

not your credit card is safe

durmg'the transaction.

The internet is a vast, open

medium for all different kinds
of information. Whether you

browse, shop, research or even

buy products using this me-

dium, your personal life is in-

tact for the most part. New
encrypting devices have al-

lowed yourself, along with

millions of other people, to do so

in a secured fashion. I have per-

sonally made transactions over

the internet with some concern,

but overall, have not worried

about any repercussions. We
have, probably for the most part,

enjoyed tl\e internet with privacy.

Unless you divulge your social

security number, your mother’s

maiden name, and everything else

that is private about yourself, the

internet is safe. With the develop-

ment of encrypting programs, the

internet is also a marketplace of

consumer products, and not just

information.

On the other hand, if you have

completed drug transactions, done

some money laundering, Finished

your mail fraud scheme and have

committed other felonies, you

may need to reconsider, the Fed-

eral Bureau of Investigation is

about to garner these actions

through a muddy process.

Encrypting has a great deal of

positive aspects about it. Credit

card numbers and other personal

information is secured through a

code that is only known through

the manufacturer of the encrypt-

ing device and the other party

which needs your credi t card num-

ber. The developers of these en-

crypting devices continue to de-

velop new and more reliable codes

for the future of internet transac-

tions. Now, the FBI wants them.

Every time a new master code of

a new encrypting device is devel-

oped, the FBI wants it. Don’t

worry, this isn’t written yet in

stone, but time will tell if you

need to reconsider your next em-

bezzlement plan.

This new idea by the Federal

Bureau of Investigation has a great

deal of positive merits. The com-

plexity of arresting and convict-

ing felons is growing just as fast

as the internet. With illegal trans-

actions becoming secure through

these new encrypting programs,

the FBI has a large, tough task of

gaining the information neces-

sary to proceed in a trial of one

who completes these illegal trans-

actions. It is my feeling that the

FBI most likely won’t interrupt

your credit card order of the

latest Grisham book on the

net because they don’t have

the manpower, nor the re-

sources to watch it. This idea

of gathering every encrypt-

ing code is necessary for the

FBI to help convict those in

court. It would be used ex

post facto, after the suspicion

of illegal occurrances.

So, the next time you order

the newest system upgrade

for your computer over the

internet, don’ t worry, the FBI

won’teven notice. But, ifyour

about to complete that em-

bezzlement of Alma College ’ s

endowment, watch out, the

FBI may come knocking.
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Point/Counterpoint:
Deal forces tobacco industry to pay

Tobacco deal infriges upon the individual rights of Americans

Tobacco industry
deserves
punishment
By Charlotte Grant

Feature Editor

A few weeks ago an $11.3 million
settlement was made in Florida’s suit

against the tobacco industry. Critics of

this deal might say it violates the rights of

American industry. However, this is re-

ally just proper retribution for what could

be considered false advertising.

Tobacco is harmful. Scientists have

been proving it for years with concrete

scientific studies.

Despite the overwhelming amunt of

evidence, tobacco companies have con-

tinuously insisted that there was no proof

that tobacco kills. Can it honestly be said

that they were truly ignorant of the effects

of their product? Can it really be that they

were innocently ignorant of the relation-

ship between ciggarettes and lung can-

cer?

Probably not, because theyve since

changed their story.

For the first time ever, and industry

representative admitted that tobacco is

not harmless. That admission is just one

beneficial result of the tobacco settle-

ment. The tobacco companies can no

longer hide behind the smoke screen of

"insufficient proof.” Now, the public is

forced to wonder how long they really
knew.

The law suit was also useful in that it

revealed that Americans have had enough

of industry lies. No one wants to elimi-

nate tobacco altogether, but this obvi-

ously shows that the American public

strongly supports its regulation. Surely

this sends a message to law makers. It

says that the population agrees with the

latest attempts to pass legislation restrict-

ing tobbaco advertisements.

Besides, it cannot be claimed that this

suit is overly detrimental to the tobacco

industries. When an industry that mea-
sures its yearly profits in the hundreds of

billions is required to pay a mere 11.3

billion dollars, the tobbaco companies

are hardly being brutaly penalized.

Regardless of the amount, the suit was

settled in a just fashion. The several suits

currently being brought against the to-

bacco industry are asking for compensa-

tion for the medical expenses of emphy-

sema and lung cancer patients.

No one can deny that the tobacco com-

panies knew what their products were

doing. Therefore, the question should

not be, should the tobacco companies

pay, but can they pay enough.

By Shannon Casey

Staff Reporter

The recent tobacco settlement may look

like a positive step in the right direction,

but in reality it is just another way for the

federal government to reign in more con-

trol over individual rights and personal

freedoms.

In June, the tobacco companies and

many state attorney generals reached an

unprecedented settlement regarding the

future of tobacco sales in the United States.

The tobacco industry will be required to

pay $368 billion over the next 25 years.

Included in the $368 billion settlement

is compensation to states for Medicaid

costs incurred as a result of smoking-

related illnesses. The tobacco industry

must also finance a massive anti-smoking

campaign aimed at minors. They agreed

to strict advertising guidelines such as the

discontinuance of cartoon characters and

anything that may appeal to the younger

audiences.

This is not all. To top off the deal, the

tobacco industry will be held responsible

if youth smoking does not drop substan-

tially. This will include fines and possibly

more regulation.

In return, the tobacco companies will

receive protection from all future class-

action lawsuits and punitive damages.

On the surface, the deal sounds like a

great way to faze out smoking. In reality,

it is just another way the federal govern-

ment is trying to limit the rights of indi-

viduals and encroach on personal free-

doms.

The fact remains that selling tobacco is

legal. If it remains legal, the tobacco in-

dustry has a constitutional right to adver-

tise in any way they choose. The federal

government has no right to kill Joe Camel

based on the fantasy that a cartoon charac-

ter seduced young people to smoke.

The only way the government is going

to curtail smoking is by an outright ban on

the product. This was tried once with alco-

hol and it failed. If the federal government

wants to regulate tobacco, do it in front of

the eyes of the public; do not agree to a

settlement behind closed doors. Let Con-

gress legislate and its members be held

accountable for their actions.

The truth is that politicians want ciga-

rettes sold, it’s a great revenue raiser. With

government spending at an all time high, it

needs the money that cigarette sales pro-

vide.

It is difficult to believe the state govern-

ments, with the power to tax, regulate and

legislate, were victims of the tobacco com-

panies. The federal government should

stress a message of personal responsibility

and individual freedom rather than a de-

pendence on Big Brother.

The argument that smokers cost the states

a massive amount of money on medical

costs for smoking-related illnesses makes

no sense. On the average, most people

who smoke die sooner than people who
do not, saving the government millions

on Medicare costs in the long run.

Future implications of the tobacco deal

are enormous. If the government can

regulate tobacco based on its relevance

to health care, what is stopping it from

further restricting sales and advertise-

ment of alcohol or junk food? The num-

ber of obese people in today’s society far

outweighs the number of smokers.

The losers will be the American people

and family farms. Tobacco companies

will pass the added expense on to con-

sumers. Did anyone stop and think about

the 124,000 tobacco farms in the United

States? South Carolina Attorney Gen-

eral Charlie Condon observes, “the farm-

ers have done nothing wrong. They are

playing by the rules and all of a sudden

there’s a chance their livelihood is threat-

ened.”

Small farmers will not be able to match

the $1,800 per acre they net from to-

bacco by producing other crops.

The true winner in this deal is not

public health or even the anti-smoking

campaign, but the federal government

and the lawyers. According to class-

action expert Lester Buckhan, the to-

bacco settlement will bring in the “larg-

est lawyer's fees in the history of the

world.”

The government will rake in billions

of dollars from tax revenue and fines

while exercising complete dominance

over individual rights.

TheAlmanian is accepting Guest Editorials.

Please submit your signed editorials to The
Almanain Office, Newberry Basement or

e-mail to ALMANIAN.
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Quilt committee deserves recognition
As the Alma College community reflects upon the events

surrounding the AIDS Memorial Quilt display, each student
should take the time to thank those who are responsible for

bringing the 200 panels to campus.

The whole idea of a display on the Alma College campus
originated with Cindy Miller (98), when she was a first-year

student. Miller, who was a member of the Newberry Hall

council, mentioned the idea to Newberry Hall Director J.J.

Klimkiewicz and Bob Perkins, dean of student development.

The three began to work on making Miller’s dream a reality in

the winter of 1996.

The Newberry Hall council also adopted the AIDS Memorial

Quilt as one of its projects.

Miller viewed the Quilt for the first time last fall when she
traveled with Mitchell Hall Director David Wagner and Michelle

Colville (98) to Washington, D.C. last fall to see the display of

all the panels on the mall. The group used photographs from this

display to recruit the committee that ultimately brought the

panels to Alma College.

The committee grew from the original three co-chairs until it

reached 16 members. Diane VanderPol, associate professor of

library science, coordinated the both the opening and closing

ceremonies. The public relations department assisted Michael

Selmon, associate professor of English, and Kalindi Trietley,

associate dean of student development, with the media. Panel

making was coordinated by Anne Lawhorn, volunteering by

Chaplain Jesse Perry and merchandising by Pat Nelson, former

manager of the Scot Shop. Gwyneth Beagley , assistant professor of

psychology, and Susan Root, chair and associate professor of

education, headed the education sub-committee while James
Mueller, chair and associate professor of economics, and Stephen

Draheim, assistant professor of theatre, handled logistics.

James Kridler, dean of students, and Wagner organized the

fundraising with the assistance of Controller John Johnston, who
handled the finances. The college raised a total of $9,000, $5,000

of which covered the cost of bringing the quilt to Alma. The

remaining $3,500 will be donated to the Gratiot County AIDS
Resource Team.

The display itself was coordinated by Patrick Lombardi, special

events coordinator for the Lansing Area AIDS network.

One of the biggest problems that the committee encountered
involved where the display would take place. Marriott solved this

problem by agreeing to close Van Dusen Commons for lunch
during the week so that the panels could be displayed there.

It was because of the enormous effort put forth by both the

committee, the volunteers and especially Miller that the campus

and community members had the opportunity to view the Quilt this

past week.

We, the editorial board, thank those people for educating us and

bringing the reality of AIDS closer to home. We urge the student

body to follow suit.

IRS abuses call for system-wide revamping
By Timothy R. Caister

Opinion Editor

New and important aspects
about the actions within the Inter-

nal Revenue Service are surfac-

ing. Reports that agents abuse

their power while conducting tax

collection are exposing some ap-

palling methods that they are us-

ing. These methods of tax collec-

tion are enlightening Congress-

men to revamp the agency.

The Senate Finance Commit-

tee has been holding hearings on

the IRS, and finding some inter-

esting truths about the agency

which collects your income taxes.

Testimonies from both taxpayers

and agents have revealed that

abuses do and have occurred.

Some of these abuses include
evaluating agents by the amount

of levies and seizures they ac-

quire during their respective au-

dits. Also, lower class income

taxpayers are targeted for audits

because they are not financially

secure enough to fight the long

battle against the agency. These

abuses are only the beginning of

the truth. There has also been

reports that persons not too

friendly with the Clinton admin-

istration are being audited with-

out reason. Take Paula Jones for

example, she filed the sexual ha-

rassment lawsuit against Clinton,

and is now being audited; coinci-

dence? Abuses of power within

the IRS need to be halted quickly.

Our tax requirements are getting

cluttered with red tape enough as

it is without the abuses within the

IRS.

Congressmen are now starting

legislation which would posi-

tively affect our taxpaying bu-

reaucracy. Some of the ideas in-

clude replacing the Treasury De-

partment with a new board of

directors as oversight for the

agency. Also, there are plans to

give the IRS commissioner a
greater authority to affect tax law.

These plans are for the short term,

and ideas for the long term

changes for the IRS do include a

national sales tax and a flat tax.

The Congressmen proposing

the new reforms will have a very

steep obstacle before they take

place, Bill Clinton. He opposes

legislative measures to reform the

IRS because he feels it would

lessen the accountability and trust

on behalf of the public. Wait a

minute, he says it will lessen the

accountability even more? Isn’t

the trust of the IRS already going

down the toilet? Either way, what

trust the IRS has left, it’s disinte-

grating rapidly and actions need

to be taken.

Abuses within the IRS can not

be overlooked. The American

people have spent too much of
their patience preparing and pay-

ing their taxes. These new rev-

elations about the IRS will not

reflect positively upon the tax-

payer. Already, feelings and atti-

tudes towards the IRS are those

equivalent to the KGB. Whether

a flat tax or a national sales tax

helps to alleviate some of the

burdens from the taxpayer in

terms of time spent, the people

need to see a change to help de-

crease the negative attitudes con-

cerning the IRS.

Letters to the Editors

Letters to the Editors reflect

the views of those who author

them. These views in no way
reflect those of the Almanian

staff or the entire Alma
College community.

• • •

Dear Editors;

In the September 23 issue,

Cheryl Lenard wrote an article

discussing the newest addition to

the Greek community and the
pledges it has received: “OZZ
announces Alma chapter’s
founding members.” This article

contained one disturbing error

and relayed some discouraging

news.

In the article Cheryl Lenard

stated [Phi Sigma Sigma] will

not have a house like the other

four women's Greek

organizations.” Somehow you
have been misinformed. It just so

happens there are five women’s

Greek organizations established

on campus. One of these five does

not have a house. Like Phi Sigma

Sigma, they gather in the
basement of Bruske Hall.

This organization became
national last year, transforming

from Omicron Psi Omega (O^O)
into Sigma Alphalota (LAI). This

group, like Phi Sigma Sigma is a

fraternity for women (as opposed

to a sorority), but was not founded

for social reasons: Sigma Alpha

Iota is a professional music

fraternity for women.

Sigma Alpha Iota was
established with the help of the

men’s professional music
fraternity, Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia

(OMA). Phi Mu Alpha colonized

on the Alma campus in 1 972. The

fraternity died out, but
reestablished itself in 1986. For

eleven years now they have been

on the waiting list to receive a

house. They have yet to see one.

Cheryl’s article implies that

Phi Sigma Sigma will most likely

receive a house once the colony

is established on campus: “...the

group will be given a room in the

basement of Bruske Hall until

they are established on campus.”

This is very discouraging

knowing that Phi Mu Alpha has
congregated in the basement of

Bruske Hall for eight years,

having resided in the basement

of Gelston Hall for three years,

and Sigma Alpha Iota for two

years prior to the introduction of

Phi Sigma Sigma.

Knowing that Phi Mu Alpha
has been passed over several

times when houses have become

available gives me good reason

to believe providing a house for

Phi Sigma Sigma will rapidly

become a higher priority than

providing houses for either of the

professional music fraternities. I

find it very disturbing that there

are any members of our campus

community who would consider

a new social organization of
higher importance than two

professional organizations who
have proven themselves to be

respectable groups of students

that benefit both the campus and

the community. I can only hope

history will not repeat itself, that

these organizations will one day

be looked upon as equals in the

Greek community, and that they

will finally receive their fair share

of what the campus has to offer.

Sincerely,

Cindy Fiedler (99)
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