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Honors Convocation 1993
Barlow Trophy Award given to Kathryn Hribar

By Sara Groves
Staff Reporter

Heads swiveled around as the
Honors Convocation procession
began Thursday, Apr. 15, with
the traditional Alma [lourish of
bagpipes, [lags and kilts. But
there were definitely more in-
teresting things to see than men
in skirts. The graduation caps
adorned with everything [rom
price tags for their Alma educa-
tion to future plans to farewell
messages ook the cake. But
there were even more interest-
ing things to come: Today, the
students, laculty and staff would
learn who the winnerof the pres-
tigious Barlow Trophy was.

After an invocation by Chap-
lain Jesse Perry, Provost Ann
Stuart delivered the opening
remarks saying, ‘Progress is
always moving forward. Time
cannol be stopped. And it is
near Lhe time to close the Alma
experience for graduating se-
niors and time for you to antici-
pate great new beginnings.”

On thatnote, the events turned
to the recognition of honors.
After Stuart announced the
names of those students in-
volved in campus honor societ-
ies, senior R.J. Webber, 1991-
92 African Fellow, announced
the 1993-94 African Fellow,
junior Bill Johnston. Approxi-
mately 30 students received

Omicron Delta Kappa, the Na-
tional Leadership Honor Soci-
ely, while over 20 others were
recognized as newly-initiated
members of Phi Bela Kappa,
the National Honor Saciety, by
Eugene Pattison, professor of
English. ;
Dave Woodruff won the Out-
standing Scnior Leadership
Award presented by the Stu-
dent Alumni Association
(SAA). “The recipient of the
Outstanding Senior Leadership
Award was selected by the se-
nior class and best exemplifies
and provides leadership Lo the
Alma College community in a
broad capacity,” said Amy
Warner, president of SAA.
Then, Woodruff, representing
the senior class, presented
awards to recognize the faculty
which have been the greatest
helptothem over their four years
here at Alma. Outstanding Fac-
ulty Awards were presented Lo
Associate Professor of English

John Ottenhoff for the Humanitics;
Assistant Professor of Psychology
Gwyneth Beagley and Assistant
Professor of Chemistry Scout Hill
for the Natural Sciences; and 10

George Gazmararian, chairperson
for business administration, for the
Social Sciences.

Following these announcements
came the Honors Addresses given
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Kathryn Hribar accepts the BarlowTrophy Award _frorﬁ President Alin Stone as her father looks on. M.
Stargard!

by retiring Charles Gray, profcs-
sor of exercise and health science,
and Phiilip Griffiths, chairperson
of thealer and dance.

Gray gave an address titled, “One

Step Away From New Opportu-
nitics.” Employed at Alma for

* 25 years, Gray has coached cross

country and men’s track, as well
as teaching a number of courses
and designing Alma’s cxcreisc
and health science major.

Griffiths has been a part of
Alma College lor 27 ycars, and
in that time has dirccted about
50 plays for the campus and the
community. His Honors Address
was titled “Lies like Truth.”

Brian Haara and Sarah Slater,
members of the Class of 93
Senior Challenge Commillce,
then announced the sciiior gift
to the College: a gateway sign to
be placed at the intersection ol
Wright Avenuc and Superior
Street.

President Alan Stone then took
center stage as he presented the
President’s Cups, a tradition
started in 1968, by then-Alma
Co'lege Presideiit Robert
Swanson.

“The cups are Lo be awarded
cach year to the students who
achieve the highest grade point
averages,” announced Stonc.
This ycar’s recipients, 16 lirst-
year students, sophomores and
juniors, all had 4.0 grade point
averages.

Stone then came Lo the cli-
matic part of Honors Convoca-
tion, the announcement ol the
Barlow Trophy Award.

“The Barlow Trophy has be-
come the most highly prized sc-
nior award,” said Stonc. “Dr.
Barlow specilicd that the candi-
date of the award should be in
the top 10 percent of the senior
class; that scholarship should be
a paramount consideration, but
by no means the sole consider-
ation for selection. Participation
incampus activitics, Dr. Barlow
said, should be considered.”

Stone then had the three

Barlow Trophy nominces, Stacic
Herriman, Kathryn Hribar and
Maria Stephens, come to the
front o receive their certilicates
and then return (o their seats for
the announcement.

Mr. and Mrs. Hribar were then
called 1o the stage to present the
award to theirdaughter, Kathryn
Hribar.

losing out the day’s festivi-
tieswere the conferral of an Hon-
orary Degree 1o Hideka Fukui,
president and chair of the Board
of Directors of Otemac College
in Japan, and the singing of our
beloved Alma Mater.
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New faculty meinbers
hired for fall of 1993

By Brett Powers
Staff Reporter

Alma College has found its seven
new faculty members for the fall of
1993. “We have six signed con-
tracts, and one oral acceptance;
hopefully, the seventh signed con-
tract will come soon,” said Provost
Ann Stuarl.

Out of the new faculty members,
two are women &nd five are men;
none are minorities. “In every
search for new professors we are
trying deliberately to increase our
minorily numbers in the faculty.
The goal of diversity isachallenge;
itis a very hard goal to meet,” said
Stuart.

The sex: ch comittees tried vari-
ous methods at recruiting minority
professors. “We subscribe o the
Minority Register which lists all
possible candidates. We wrote per-
sozal tetters o the qualified candi-
dates: weevencalled over the phone
and encouraged them to apply. We
did have several minorities in the
semi-final conference calls and in-
terviews. But we did notl end up
with any as new faculty; it 1S ex-
tremely difficult 1o draw minority
professors 1o the Alma commu-
nity,” saud Stuart.

Michael Yavenditti, chairperson
forthe history department’s search
committee concentra.ed on increas-
ing the diversity. “In our final in-
terviews we had one woman, onc
foreign nauvle! and vad ncaimg-
impaired person,” he said.

Stuart was disappointed there
wereno new minority faculty in the
group of seven, but she is also
leoking at the good side of the new
faculty. “I’m as disappointed as
anycne that none are minorities,
but I’m delighted with these new

vrofessors. I don’t want to take
away [rom the incoming group.
They are splendid; they arc just
¢oing to be marvelous. Alma is
competing with the top schools in
drawing new (aculty,” said Stuart.

The new faculty and their depart-
ments are: Robyn Anderson, exer-
cise and beilth science; Patrick Fur-
long, history; JosephJezewske, the-
ater; Robert Molina, math; Gina
Pctonito, souciology; and Anthony
Rickard, education. The scventh
position, which has not officially
been filled, is for technical director
in the theater department. “We've
had an cral agreement from a man
who works at the Arena Stage in
Washington D.C.” said Stuart.

Furlong is a foreign rat.onal

whose permanent residence is the
United States. “He was originally
from South Africa and received
two bachelor’s and onc master’s
degree from the University of
Capelown,” said Yavenditti.

Furlong received his Ph.D. from
the University cf Californiain Santa
Barbarz and has been teaching at
Bethany Collcge in Kansas. “He
has extensive tcaching experience
in liberal arts colieges. Covering
our cxpanded offerings in Lwenti-
eth century European history, and
African history, along with teach-
ing olf-campus rescarch seminars
overseas, will be his primary r2-
sponsibilitics,” said Yavenditl.

Anderson will be venturing into
anew areain theexercise w..:i1c2!th
science department. “She will be
developing several new courses for
our new emphasis in public health.
She has her doctorate in public
health,” said Doug Seelbach, chair-
person for the exercise and health
science department.

HOURS:

MON. - WED. 9:30- §:
THURS. 9:30-9:00P
FRI. 9:30 - 9:00 PM
SAT. 9:30 - 5:00PM

105 W. SUPERIOR ST.
DOWNTOWN ALMA

(517)463-1865
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Student calls for resignation
of two faculty members

By Brett Powers
Staff Reporter

The Almanian recently re-
ceived a very pointed, harsh 2n::
controversial Letter to (2 Edi-
tor, which is printed, in edited
form, in the opinic section of
this issue. The aut®.-.r of the let-
ter stated some ancry opinions
and called for ::wae drastic
actions.The Alman-an invest-
gated the claims ot the letter in
an attempt to distinguish be-
tween fact and fiction.

Alma College student Dan
Boyer enrolied in English 390,
advanced creative writing, at the
beginning of Winter Term, with
William Palmer, professor of
English. But early into the se-
mester something happened and
Boyer decided to drop the class.

“Dan was committing acts of
verbal violence; he was launch-
ing into verbal tirades. Students
were coming to me intimidated
and frightened. I told Dan he
had to end these acts of verbal
violence, and take part in some
counseling sessionsif he wanted
lo return to class. He was also
offered the opportunity to take
the class as an independent

sindy,” said Palmer.

Boyer states in his letter he was
“:hrown out of class” for “support-
.1g automatism and for attacking
the notion of ‘beauty’ in the con-
ventional sense.”

The siluation was investigated
Sy 'Villiam Potlcr, assistant pro-
vast Because o ethical reasons
:nd school polici>¢, neither Potter
nor Boyer’s advisor—Assistant
“eelessor of English Michael
Seliion—were able 1o comment
on ¢ 1y aspect of the situation.

P interviews with students who
wert in the Englisk 390 class shed
som interesting light on the situa-
tion. “Dr. Pottercalled me and asked
if *h ire was anything wrong with
my creative writing class. 1 told
hun: ‘yes—Dan Boyer’,” said jun-
ior Fimmer Popoff.

“It was definitely a good thing he
[Be er]isnotintheclass anymore.
Tha: guy was just self-centered,”
said junior Randall Nelson.

“He was given optiors. If he did
not want (o act on his options, that
is his decision. V'hat was done [by
the administration] was right,”
added Popolff.

An interesting aside (o this case
is that the Faculty Personnel Com-
mittee (FPC) has just completed a

disruptive student bzhavior
policy proposal.

“It was brought to my atten-
tion that ihere were some inci-
dents this Winter Term involv-
ing stucer.s disrupting class 10
theextentthati: was ‘aking away

4

-

from the leaming cavircrment.

There was rothirg specilic in
the College’s handhooks regard-
ing this [belavior], so thit is
why we are drawing up (e pro
posal,” said FPC chairperson
Bumet Davis, also chairpersen
of the the political science de-
partment.

The proposal has been given
to the Academic Standards
Committee (ASC) and the Edu-
cational Policies Commitiee
(EPC) for review. “We have
seen the proposal, but have not
had time to discuss it as a com-
mittee,” said ASC chairperson
Edward Lorenz, associate pro-

“fessor of history and political

science.

“A task force will probably be
formed out of members of the
three committees. They will re-
search the proposal during
Spring Term and the summer,
so that we will have something
1o present o the facully next
fall,” said Davis.

For Alma'’s best
pizza call...

PIZZA
SAM'S

463-3881
463-3910
Open:
Weekdays at 3p.m.
Sat. & Sun. 12p.m.

123 E. Superior St.

- Bob Moo:e Flowers

Your Campus Florist

463-3333
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TOP TEN MOST CLUELESS
PEOPLE ON EARTH

Rainforest chainsaw operator.

9. Milionaires in prison.

8. Drivers with turn signal
perpetually on.

. Las Vegas lounge acts.

. Unregistered voters.

. Frozen dinner enthusiasts.

. Javelin catcher.

. Someone in express ;
checkout line with
eleven items.

2. Chainsmoking
gas station attendant.

|. Drugusers.

PARTNERSHIP FOR A DRUG-FREE AMERICA




Dance concert had variety, lacked fire

"By William J. Johnston
» Copy Editor

The Alma College Dance Com-
] pany debuted under its new name
* and “more professional, technical”
vatmosphere with its performance
. lastFriday. While itbenefitted from
“a variely of styles and performers,
“it lacked the lire and feeling of
#previous dance concerts.

I came Lo the concert exciled; |
exited puzzled. I expected much
" from the works choreographed by
*professionals; instead, I found the
«student-chorcographed works most
_impressive.

Il one word could describe this
*concerl, it would be “diverse.” The
vconcerl has a very positive diver-
,sity. Instead of limiting itselfl (o

jazz and ballet picces, it reaches
“into new, untapped dance forms:
«we have a Highland dance piece, a
.~ piece choreographed Lo the spiri-
tual “Freedom is Coming,” an Af-
"rican ritual dance, Diversity such
ras this piece can only help the
.company’s future, can only increase
interest and atlendance.
" The company saved its best for
Mast: “Chimbwinda,” the African-

r

The Almanian

Carribean ritual dance chorco-
graphed by junior Jessic Mlotha,
made the evening worthwhile in
isell. The dancers felt the music,
lived the music, were the music.

[ didn’t sense this with many of
thedancers throughout the concert,

I found the student-cho-
reographedworks most im-
pressive.

who seemed more intent on won-
dering il they were “making the
right moves™ than on living the
dance.

“Freedom 1s Coming™ added a
different flavor to the concert in
two ways: the Women’s Glee Club
performed the music, while the
dancers carried candles near the
cnd of the dance. Both these cle-
ments made this a beautiful picce.

The Highland picce
“Highlander’s Glory,” chorco-
graphed by [irst-year student Sandic
Bowes, added another nice touch
Lo the dance, with its use of both
traditional Scottish piping (pro-
vided by Bill Weaver) and a pop-
pipe picce by the group Rare Air.

Alma students help children

, By Cathy DeShano
Freelance Writer
= ‘Once upon a ume there was a
_ greatbig monster named Jack. And
Jack liked to cat moms and dads.’
"Remember when you were in el-
+ementary school and the teacher
. constantly made you write stores?
The stories oilen involved mon-
“ sters, and it often became difficult
= 1o differentiate between one story
+and another. But most children
_ couldn’t wait to tell their own ver-
sion of just how big that monster
" was. On Saturday, Apr. 17, Alma
r College students assisted the Alma
Public Schools in hosting a Young
" Writers’ Workshop for over 200
*swudents, grades kindergarten
- through eighth.

Alma College has been involved
“inthe workshop foraboutsix ycars.
* Though those students who have
= volunteered in the past have often

been education or English majors,
itisn’t a requirement.

“We encourage all students 1o
participate becausce a lot ol people
are interested in kids and writing at
whatever level,” said Linda
Markham, chairperson ol the Edu-
cation Department. “One of the
benefitsisthatitbuilds prospective
teachers’ confidence because the
kids are so excited that the enthusi-
asm carrics over (o the students.”

Students who choose to aid in the
workshopattend an orientation ses-
sion Lo prepare for the day.

“We do an orientation session for
people by talking about the writing
process and how 1o lead a group of
children. We pass oul previous
books [rom the workshop and give
a copy ol the Michigan definition
ol reading. We talk about what will
happen and what thcy necd todo o
preparc. We suggest aclivilics
which will prepare the children to

h:

Allegan 616-673-5457

Big Rapids 616-796-1657
Cadillac 616-775-1226
Grand Haven 616-846-2730
Holland 616-392-1856

4 STUDENTS

| SUMMER JOBS!
! WORK FOR MANPOWER

|  Clerical and industrial jobs, all shifts.
| Gain experience and earn money for
college this summer--and be elegible
1 to win $1000 scholarship-- three given
1 to western and northern Michigan. Call
your local Manpower office today!

Ludington 616-845-0338
Marquette 906-226-2211

Muskegon 616-722-6961
Petoskey 616-347-3971

Traverse City 616-947-3840
Zeeland 616-772-4601
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This opening dance helped set the
tone for the evening and comple-
menl the last picce.

Aside from these pieces and the
ballet “Canon Twelve,” however,
the zoncert lacked fire and [lair.
Thejazzy, upbeatpicces (especially
“Bop ‘Til You Drop) were chaolic;
I had trouble focusing on the
dance’s story. The ballets, mean-
while, fell too rigid and technical
(thcugh I must admit I would have
Lrouble staying on poinl as long as
the dancers in “Sinfonietta” did).

[ had mixed feelings about Carol
Fike’s solo, “Lamenting Echo.” 11
is, as she said in last week’s
Almanian, “arich, dramatic picce,”
and Fike certainly conveyed this 1o
the audience. I felt the mood of the
picce offser the rest of the concert,
however. It certainly contradicted
the upbeat, positive fecling con-
veyed by Chimbwinda. But per-
haps this balance is good.

Whiie the concert didn’t excile
me as much as past dance concerts
nave, I came away with a positive
fecling overall. 1 commend the
dancers, dircctors and chorcogra-
nhers for their hard werk, and look
forward 1o next fall’s debut concer
in the Heritage Cenler.

create stories

think creatively,” said Brenda
Koglin, one of three Alma College
coordinators, along with Kathy
Hribar and Anna Funk.

The workshop has evolved over
the years and includes such activi-
Lics as entertainment, presented this
year by the Alma College High-
land dancers. Initially, the young
wrilers were divided into groups
and cach group had a theme; the
children were then required Lo write
about that theme. However, in the
past few years, coordinators [or the
workshop have allowed the chil-
dren to determine aboul what topic
they will write. Many children come
alrecady preparcd with their Lopic.

Both Alma College voluntecrs
and the children take away dilfer-
cnl experiences from the day.

“For students, il’s really neat 1o
remember what it was like Lo be
there and it helps you give encour-
agement. You learn a lot by sceing
what goes on with the kids,” said
Koglin. “For the children, [ think
you begin o sec a lot of group
support. I'm really impressed by
how much they work together. They
would talk about what to do with
cach other and then write; you sce

~ alotof teamwork. Somelimes kids

know each other but if they don’t,
they seem to fit mto the groups
ok.”

— Book Review

Gold-N-Gems Jewelers

110 E. Superior St.
Dountown AUma
463 - 5891

Full Line Jewelry

& Watches
Complete Jewelry

@ Repair @

Alive has message
on how to live

By Sara Groves
Staff Reporter

What is there to say about the book, Alive, cxcept that it
wouldn’t work—couldn’t work—any other way? If some writer
had dreamed up the idea of a plane crash and placed its survivors
in the midst of the Andes Mountains for 71 days consuming
human [lesh in order o survive, it never would have been
artistically successful. The book simply wouldn’t have had the
meaning or the enlightenment which comes from this amazing
Lruc story.

You may be thinking “Alive? Isn’t that a movie?” And the
answeris, “Yes, itis.” I went 1o sec the movie and was so amazed
by the idea of people actually surviving in the harsh conditions of
thec Andes Mountains that I wanted to know more. The book told
mc cverything.

By Paul Picrs Read, Alive was wrilten at the request of the
survivors ol the plane crash o stop “the many rumors about what
happened in the cordillera.” The book is dedicated 1o “those
friends whodied and 1o their parents who, at the time when it was
mosl needed, received the survivors with love and understand-
ing.”

What rumors could possibly be floating around about the
survivors of a planc crash? Try this one on [or size: The survivors
had killed their [riends and familicsin order to cat their dead flesh.

The rumor, as unbelievable as it may scem, is truc in part. The
survivors consumed dead bodies. But the bodics which were
eaten died in the initial plane crash, in an avalanche or {rom
starvation.

Alive begins with the men of the Old Christians rugby leam ol
Uruguay embarking on a planc trip Lo neighboring Chile for a
semi-professional rugby match. On the plane with them are some
of their families and a few ol their {riends.

All is well until they hit some rough weather over the Andes
Mountains. As they hit an air pocket, the plane drops scveral
hundred fectand the right wing of the planc is torn of[ as the plane
hits the side of a mountain. Then, upon impact with another
mountain, the left wing is torn ofl along with the back cnd of the
planc and scveral of the men arc sucked out the back. Finally,
what remains of the fusclage hits the ground and slides until it
suddenly comes 10 a stop.

The story which follows is not just an amazing tale of survival,
but an amazing tale of being alive and what that means. Sur-
rounded by the beauty and magnificence of the Andes Mountains,
the survivors are reminded every minute that there is something
greater than them out there. Read discusses at great length the
overwhelming [aith in God thateach of the survivors had. Itis this
faith in God, as well as their incredible optimism, which helps
those who survived the crash live through the ensuing ordeal in
the Andes.

This respect fornature and their love of God and of living things
justifies the survivors cating human flesh in order Lo survive.
Alter running out of food (lood being only chocolate bars and
wine) alter the tenth day, the survivors knew they had to do
something if they were going to live.

Unlike the [ilm, the book Alive gocs into great detail about the
cating habits of the survivors. This, I thought, was perhaps onc of
the most interesting aspects of the book, because in the film it
appears as if the remaining 16 men survive for 71 days on the leg
ol one body. However, readers of the book wili discover that the
survivors consumed cvery part of the dead bodics trom intestines
10 brains in order Lo stay alive. :

And, although it scems as if the focus of the book would simply
be placed on the consumption of dead flesh since that is so
unbeiicvable, I [clt that the main focus of the book was instcad on
how the survivors stayed alive. The focus was on what it takes o
stay alive, not only physically, but also spiritually.

There secems 10 be a lesson included in this magnificent book
that you can’t help but learn after reading it. I’s a simple Icsson,
but it is onc we often forget and need major tragedics to remind
us ol: that is, 1o simply appreciale what you have and those who
arc around you. Although it may scem trite when written in the
pages of this newspaper, thi¢ lesson is a compelling onc after
reading the tale of those who survived in the Andes Mountains for
71 days.

Magnificently written, Alive is a book that you can’t put down.
Not only is it an unbelievable story ol survival, but it is a lesson
on how 1o live.
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Disney's animated films often motherless

By Kari Gifford
Freelance Writer

Have mothers gone out of style?
In a decade where the issue of fam-
ily valucs prompted a media mas-
sacre ol the [ormer vice president,
it scems ironic that so little aticn-
Lion has been paid to Disney’s ani-
mated adventures.

The parent-child relationships in
the three recent relcases from Walt
Disney Pictures highlight the
changing view of the family. The
1989 feature The Little Mermaid
revolves around a young mermaid
whose only parental figure is her
father, King Triton. The hero,
Princc Eric, hasneither parent. The
same holds true in 1991°s Beauty
and the Beast. The heroine, Belle,
is raiscd by her father while the
parents of the Beast are not shown.

The recent theatrical release,
Aladdin, lollows a similar mold.
The hero, Aladdin, is an orphan.
Tlie heroine, Princess Jasmine, has
only her father. In both Beauty and
the Beast and Aladdin, the lathers
arc depicted as weak [igures. In
Belle’s case, her father is a short,
rotund inventor whois regarded by
her town as crazy. Princess
Jasmine’s father bas similar physi-
cal characteristics, but he is shown
as irresponsible and naive—traits
not prized in a king. The Litle

Mermaid is the exception, for
Ariel’s father is a strong lcader.
Where are the mothers in these
movies? Nol a single one has a
female in a maternal role Lo a major
character, although femalcs play
the main character in two of the

Disney seems o agree thal single
parenthood has a role in our soci-
ely, since the families in its recent
features fit this mold. The reper-
cussions of this could be both posi-
tive and negative. The family unit
is regarded as the main unit of

excellent example of the competi-
tion ol women in a man’s world.
Cinderella is abused by her step-
mother and her children, without
interference by her lather (who is
not shown). Here, the mother is
portrayed as greedy and spiteful,

Former vice president Dan Quayle was raked over by the media when he criticized the
relevision show Murphy Brown for “glamorizing” single parenthood. Disney seems 1o
agree that single parentlood has a role in our society, since the families in its recent
features fit this mold. The family unit is regarded as the main unit of society, yer the
numbers of single parents are increasing. These family fragments represent a way of life

Jfor many people.

feawures. Either a male is raising
the child or the the child has neither
ol her/his parents. This challenges
the idea that children arc women's
responsibility, but why are all three
films so similar in this aspect? Al-
though all are based on tales cre-
aled centuries ago, they rellzct the
current beliefs of our socicty. In
certain ways, they perpetuate the
view thatsociety is run by men, [or
the parental authority (igures arc
all male. The [act that no women
are shown as pzlrcn[s l"'diSCS SOMNe
interesting queslions.

Former vice president Dar
Quayle was raked over by the me-
dia when he criticized the 1elevi-
sion show Murphy Brown for
“glamorizing” single parenthood.

'CRUISE JOBS

Cruise Empl.
(206) 63

Students Needed!
Earn $2,000+/month working for Cruise Ships and Tour
Companies. Holiday, Summer and Full-Time employment
available. For employment program call:

t Services
ext. C5614

Suits And Sportcoats By:
CRICKETERR §\,
WARREN NS
well By,
Over 8300 Units In Stock!
Reg. Shorts Longs
36to 34 38 to 48 38-54

downlown alma 463-4311

Martin’s Hair Studio
463-5853

Family Alteration Shop I
463-8585

society, yet the numbers ol single
parents are increasing. Tnese [am-
ily fragments represent a way of
lifc for many people. Perhaps
Disney 1s offering reality, as more
and more children are raised by
singlc parents.

Ultimately, it is the consumers
who give popularity tocertain [iims.
The repetitive traits of the mevies
repeat the rormula that works.
Aladdirn made over $165 million in
the first 13 weelks of theatrical re-
lcase, demonstrating the commer-
cial gains of this practice.

Looking into the past, itisa simple
matter to [ind other dysfunctional
{emilies. Mothers have never held
a wee place in Disney’s animated
fcatures- Cinderella (1950) is an

caring only for herself and the wel-
farc of hernatural children. A single
parent is also present in this film.
Cinderella’s true love, the prince,
is raised only by his father, who
resembles Princess Jasm'ace’s [a-
ther in Aladdin.

Snow White (1937) also exempli-
ficsan cvil siepmother. Jealous over
her stepdaughter’s beauty, she at-
tempts to eliminate the competi-
tion. The stepmother fcels threat-
ened by Snow White, for in her
world beauty means popularity,
which equals approval by men.
When Snow While cscapes her,
she flees o the protection of men—
the seven dwarls.

Notall of Disney’sanimated lca-
tures follow the single male parent

MBI

Alma College Faculty and Staff

Many of your fellow employees have
taken advantage of

(Michigan Educational Employees
Mutual Insurance Company)

You should too!
Auto and Homeowners Insurance.

Low Rates And
Excellent Claims Processing

Exclusively For School Employees!

For A Quote Call:
John or Pam Knowlton
463-5347 or
1-800-783-0817
Located in Alma

Also offering Life, Boat, Motorcycle and Commercial Insurance

Michigas Edocators Ins. Agency

orevil stiepmother image, although
complele lamilies arc a minority.
In Sleeping Beauty, the parenis of
the heroine are present; however,
when their daughter Aurora is
cursed by an cvil sorceress, they
send her away to protecther. She s
brought up by three good fairies,
with no males presentin a parental

role. Even in thisexample of a film

in which the main character has an
cntire lamily, circumstances pull
that family apart. The fact that
Aurora is raised by women is un-
usual; nevertheless, the single male
parentaspectis presentin this film,
lor Aurora’s true love is raised by
his father.

Onc of the few complete families
inan animated featurc by Disney is
Wendy’s family in Peter Pan
(1953). Although the mother is
shownonly brictly, she hasastrong
clfect on Wendy’s beliels and ac-
tions. When the orphan Peter Llakes
Wendy and her brothers to
Neverneverland, Wendy [fills the
role of a mother to the lost boys. In
the end, Wendy and her brothers
rcturn home, for they missthe love
ol their natural family.

The neat upcoming Disney ani-
mated feature is Pocahontas, scl
for Thanksgiving 1994. Will
Disney follow the single family
trend, or will Pocahontas have both
parents? We will have to waii and
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THE DMV.

Unlicensed riders are over-repre-
sented in fatal crashes. So get to
the DMV, Because having a motor-
cycle operator license is
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By Jason Ricks
Assistant Copy Editor

Alma’s softball tcam re-
bounded this week from its di-
sastrous 0-4 MIA A start, tosweep
doublcheaders [rom conference
foes Calvin and Kalamazoo. Ex-
plosive hitting and consistent
pitching were the key ingredi-
ents as the Scots evened their
MIAA mark to 4-4 and upped
their overall record 1o 16-7, after
Saturday’s . sweep of a
tripleheader against Lake Supe-
rior State. The Scots now occupy
third place inthe MIA A titlerace,
behind leaders Adrianand Hope.

On Tuesday, the Scots traveled
to Grand Rapids and returned
with 2-0 and 4-2 victories over
the Knights. In the opener, sopho-

Baseball ready to battle Hope, not Mother Nature

By Bill Ballenger
Freelance Writer

Mother Nature once again tripped
up the Alma College baseball team.
As it had done on seven previous
occasions this season, four times
on Friday and three limes on Satur-
days, inclement weathershotdown
last weekend’s niuch-anticipated
Alma-Hope series at Bahlke Sta-
dium. The doubleheader has been
tentatively rescheduled for Apr. 8.

The series featured the Scots, who
own a league-best 4-2 record, and
defending MIAA champion Fiope.
The three games will have major
implications, if not delermine out-
right, this scason’s king. An Alma
sweep would solidily the league

- crown, but the Flying Dutchmen,

al2-2, desperately need a sweep 1O
remain in the picture.

ironically, Alma added a
Wednesday game against Saginaw
Vallev State University Lo its sched-
ule just weeks ago in preparation
for last weekend’s showdown.
Unfortunately for the Scots, the
afternoon ended in the same fash-
jon as the previous Wednesday's
date with the Division IT GLIAC
Cardinals—aloss. There was, how-
ever, a noticeable improvement.
Alma kept the game cxciting for
the first five innings before suc-
cumbing 5-0, a vast improvement
from the earlier 17-1drubbing. The
loss evened the Scots’ overall
record at 8-8-1,

Six different Alma pilchers ap-
peared on the mound. Sophemore
Tim Spedoske pitched the opening
inning, successlully retiring’ the
side, and sophomore Ryan
Kimbirauskas begar the second
icning before he was replaced by
first-year student Corky Thomp-
son. JuniorsJason Robertson, Mark
Church and Brian Hood also saw
action.

The Almanian

more Julie Hoffman hurled a shut-
out surrendering only four hits
while striking out four.

Alma scored one run in the fourth
inning when junior Lisa Knowles
drove in Hoflman with a single 1o
left. The Scots added an insurance
run in the top of the seventh when
sophomore Deb Quakenbush
reached base on a single. She was
wild pitched to second and sacri-
ficed to third, before scoring on an
RBI single from senior Lisa Shoe-
maker to provide the sufficient 2-0.

For the game, Alma totaled seven
hits, including two from junior first
baseman Chris Snyder. Junior
Rachel Butler was 1-for-3 at the
plate, with two stolen bases.

In the nightcap, the Scots broke
out for three runs in the first inning
against Calvin. Butler and first-

Uhe Scots struggled at the plaic,
asthey could amassonly twosingics
(senior sccond basemar Dustin
Ducham and Hood) on the after-
noott. Three Alma errors did not
help matters either. ‘

“Overall, it was very good,” said
Coach Bill Klenk. “Our pitching

April 20, 1993

year shortstop Jes Ludlum started
the rally with back to back singles.
The Scots added another run in the
sixth on a solo homer by junior
Julie Kirchoff, 1o cscape with a
comfortable 4-2 victory.

Sophomore Beth Aulerich earned
the mound victory, waile Hoflman
picked up the save for her work in
the seventh.

“Calvin was a good win for us,”
said Kirchoff. “Our defense really
picked up where our offense left
off.”

The Scots were back in action
Wednesday when they traveled o
Kalamazoo for another conference
match-up. The Scols were merci-
less to the Hornets as they spanked
them 13-1 and 6-2.

Hoffman, again, was dominating
on the mound, hurling a one-hit

was pretty good. Jason Robertson
pitched much better for Lwo in-
nings than he did againsi them
last time. 1 was impressed with
Spedoske. He had a lotmore pop
and velocity to his ball than he
did last time against Kalamaz0o.”

“We played well, but we didn’t

complete game 0 up her pitching
record Lo 6-3. She also carried a big
“tick for the Scots, going 3-for-4 at
Lae plate with two RBI’s.

Alma’s 14 hit auack was also
lcad by Butler (5-for-5, and four
stolen bases), Quakenbush (2-for-
4) and Ludlum with two RBIs.

Aulerich worked the first [our
innings of the nightcap to carn the
winand up kcrpitching record 10 5-
4. First-year playcr Miranda

Devercaux then ook over the

mound dutics carning the save, and
going 2-for-3 at the plate.

Several Scots’ had (wo hits
epiece, including Butler 2-for-4
(-wo stolen bases), Snyder 2-for-4,
Farchofl 2-for-3 and senior Mary
Crosky 2-for-3.

“We had rallies today,” said
Devercaux. “Usually we just scat-

POTtS

- Softball rebounds during 9-game win streak

ter our hits, but today we were
able to string some hits lo-
gether for a couple big in-
nings.”
On Saturday, Alma scheduled
atripleheaderagainst Lake Su-
perior Lo remedy the cancella-
tion ol their weekend tourna-
mentdue to inclimate weather.
The Scots blanked the Lakers
12-0,9-8and 13-11.“We were
disappointed after our tourna-
ment was cancelled,” said
Hoffman. “We were just glad
Lo get out and play on our own
ficld for a change.”

These (hree wins now cx-
end Alma’s winning streak Lo
nine games. The tcam will be
idle until Friday, when they
arc scheduled to host Olivetin
a make-up contest.

hit to our potential,” said sopho-
more centerfielder Brent
Neubecker. “We pitched very
well, but we have Lo hiv better.”

“They are a really good team,”
said sophomore inficlder Jason
Crain. “They threw two really
good pitchers at us, but I thought

we pilched really well.”

The Scots have exam week
of [ but resume play the follow-
ing week, starting with an Apr.
27, visit o Aquinas College
and the rescheduled double-
header versus Hope.
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Men's tennis boasts identical 8-1 victories

By Lisa Shoemaker
Sports Editor

Men’s tennis enjoyed an excel-
lent week sweeping virtually un-
contested matches from league
foe Adrian and non-confercnce
opponent Aquinas College.
Alma’s record now stands at 7-4
overall, and 3-0 in the MIAA.

On Tuesday, the Scots traveled

to Adrian foramatch-up with the
Bulldogs. Almasweptthe singles
competition, losingitsonly match
of the day at number one doubles
to exit with a 8-1 viclory.

Juniors Cliff Hodgman (6-0, 6-
2), Dustin Snell ( 6-1, 7-5) and
Matt Zayko (6-3, 7-6) were vic-
torious intheirsingles matches—
numbers one through three, re-
spectively. First-year player
Chris Stacey (6-4, 6-3), and se-
niors Daren Hill (6-2, 6-3) and
Dave Lee (6-2, 6-0) also regis-
tered wins in the four through six
singles slots.

In doubles competition, the tan-
dem of Zayko/Hill were winners at
numbertwo (6-2,6-3). Stacey/Matt
LaJune, a junior, picked up the win
atnumber three doubles (6-4,6-2).
Hodgman/Sncll dropped their
malch at number one doubles (4-6,
6-7) in the lone deleat of the Scols.

On Thursday, the Scots hit the
road, this time taking their show Lo
GrandRapidsto face Aquinas. And
once again, Alma proved dominat-
ing on the hard courts taking the
match by an identical 8-1 margin.

Hodgman (6-2, 7-6) and Snell (5-
7,6-0,6-3) were vicloriousalnum-
ber onc and lwo singles, respec-
tively. Zayko [ell at number threc
singles (6-3,2-6,3-6), butthe Scots
rcbounded Lo sweep the remaining
four through six slots. Stacey (6-4,
6-3), Lec (5-7, 7-6) and LaJunc (6-
2, 6-3) picked up the wins.

Alma swept the doubles compe-
tition, with Hodgman/Snell again
lcading the way with their (7-6, 6-
3) viclory in the number one slot.

Women's tennis
topples Oakland
University

By Lisa Shoemaker
Sports Editor

The women’s tennis leam has
had to face the toughest part of its
MIAA schedule [irst and as a result
they hold a 1-3 league record (8-5
overall). While the Scots dropped a
loss to Albion on Monday, they
rebounded later in the week in walk
away malches against Division 11
Oakland University and conference
foe Adrian.

Against Albion, the Scots were
dominated from the outset, falling
8-1. First-year netter Sarah Gabler
was the lone winner for the Scots in
the number three singles slot.

“We had the three toughest op-
ponents in the league first,” said
Coach Deb Mapes, commenting
onAlma’sthen winless (0-3) MIAA
start.

On Wednesday, the Scots cnler-
tained Oakland Universily in an
afternoon match-up. The Scots
came away with an impressive 8-1
viclory. ;

Junior Jennifer Jourdan led the
way Lo victory with her exciting (6-
2, 4-6, 6-4) win at number onc
singles. Almaalso picked up victo-
ricsinthenumharthras through six

singles positions. Gabler (6-C, 6-
2), seniors Carrie Roth (6-4, 7-6)
and Tracie Ripper (6-0, 6-2) and
sophomore Leslie Powell (6-3, 6-
0) led the pack to viclory. The Scots
swept the doubles competition up-
right. Winning were the tandems
of Jourdan/Melanie Mayer, Roth/
Ripper and Powell/Kim Kraai.

Alma was back in action again on
Thursday, hosting Adrian for a re-
scheduled meeting. The Scots pre-
vailed. 6-2 over the Bulldogs 1o
carn their {irst conference viclory.

The Scots were ahead 4-2 al the
conclusion of singles action. Pick-
ing up victorics were Jourdan (6-3,
6-(0) atnumber one, Gabler at num-
ber three (6-4, 2-6, 6-3), Roth at
number four (6-2, 6-1) and Ripper
at number [ive singles (6-2, 6-1).

Alma solidified its match victory
with wins at number one and two
doublcs. The duo ofJourdan/Mayer
capturcd the first match (6-2, 6-1);
second tandem of Roth/Ripper
proved victorious in their number
two maich (6-3, 6-2).

The Scots are idle until Apr. 26, -

when they conclude regular season
confcrence play againstCalvin. The
MIAA tournament is slated for the
first week of Spring Term.

HELP WANTED
* EXTRA INCOME "93" *

Eam $200-$500 weekly mailing 1993 UWTI
travel brochures. For more information
send self addressed stamped envelope to:
Travel INC,, P.O. Box 2530, Miami, FL 33161

S Ron R s
“Juniors Dustin Sncil an
Photo by M. Stargardt.
Zayko/Lee (6-3, 6-4) and Stacey/
LaJune (6-3, 6-0) registered the
remaining Lwo viclories.

The Scots currently sit atop the
MIAA standing with their 3-0 led-
ger. However, waiting in the wings
is Kalamazoo; the holder of an un-
precedented 56 consecutive MIAA

iff Hodgeman helped lead the Scots their impressi ve s

titles and defending NCAA Divi-
sion IIT Nationa! Champions.
While not wholly conceding first
place to the Homels, the Scots fo-
cus is realistically geared toward
capturing second place. Calvincur-
rently represents the biggest chal-
lenge, a team which the Scots arc

. i
v s
|

S

S

owing.
scheduled to face a weck from
today.

“We should be a solid lock on
third,” said Coach Brian
Zimmerman. “The Calvin match
isa big onc. It should determine
sccond place.”

T

Men’s Track
4-14-93

Alma 99, Adrian 56

3000 M
(1) R. Gray (Al) 9:26.22
(2) S. Oliver (Ad) 9:39.54

Discus
(1) C. Reagh (Al) 139-3
(2) J.C. Clarkson (Al) 133-0
(3) G. Oke (Al) 122-5

4 X 100 Relay
(1) Alma 43.48

(2) Adrian 43.85

(1) A. Burhans (Al) 4:16.1
(2) M. Lauzon (Al) 4:24.5

(1) M. Chipicki (Ad) 15.52
(2) C. Mills (Al) 15.61
(3) C. Wiley (Al) 15.91

(1) H. Luc (Al) 21-3
(2) J. Demarest (Al) 20-7
(3) J. Minnick (Ad) 19-6

Pole Vault
(1) J. Black (Al) 13-0
(2) C. Phillips (Ad) 12-0
(3) A. Lengemann (Al) 12-0

400M
(1) M. Carson (Ad) 49.49
(2) B. Owen (Ad) 50.33
(3) J. Reed (Al) 51.84

100M
(1) C. Mansur (Al) 11.17
(2) E. Gagne (Ad) 11.68
(3) M. Mazanec (Al) 11.70

800 M
(1) S. O'Neil (Ad) 2:05.6
(2) M. Lauzon (Al) 2:08.0
(3) J. Hamilton (Al) 2:08.45

400 M Hurdlcs
(1) C. Mills (Al) 56.6
(2) C. Wiley (Al) 1:00.29
(3) R. Robertson (Ad) 1:00.79

200M

RACK RESULT

(1) C. Mansur (Al) 22.87
(2) E. Gagne (Ad) 23.14
(3) S. Toomer (Al) 23.29

S000 M
(1) M. Holik (Al) 16.06.6
(2) S. O’Neil (Ad) 17.14.7

Shot Put
(1) J.C. Clarkson (Al) 44-8
(2) M. Mazancce (Al) 43-7
(3) G. Oke (Al) 39-7

Javelin
(1) R. Larpenter (Al) 158-2
(2) J. Minnick (Ad) 157-0
(3) B.J. Hull (Al) 126-9

(1) B. Owens (Ad) 6-3
(2) A. Lengemann (Al) 6-0
(3) J. Black (Al) 5-10

‘Lriple.]
(1) J. Demarest (Al) 39-8
(2) J. Minnick (Ad) 38-5
(3) R. Robertson (Ad) 37-3

4 X 400 Relay
(1) Adrian 3:26.9
(2) Alma 3:28.3

Wormen’s Track
4-14-93

Alma 110, Adrian 29

2000 M
(1) I Edwardson (Al) 20:20
(2) P. Lang (Al) 20:42
(3) C. Basney (Al) 20:59

Shot Put
(1) K. Vennard (Al) 35-9
(2) J. Gharville (Ad) 33-11
(3) A. Kohler (Al) 33-2

4 X 100 Rclay
(1) Alma 53.76
(2) Adrian 55.63

1300 M
(1) A. Doucette (Al) 4:52
(2) N. Morgan (Al) 5:22
(3) L. Ojala (Al) 5:43

High Jump

S

(1) M. Paul (Al) 5-2
(2) L. Ostroski (Al) 5-0
(3) K. True (Al) 5-0

110 Hurdles
(1) K. True (Al) 17.19
(2) M. Ecken (Al) 17.60
(3) M. Lippincott (Ad) 19.18

400 M
(1) S. Pasch (Ad) 1:03.35
(2) R. Kemble (AL 1:04.5

100M
(1) K. Mills (Al) 13.39
(2) M. Lippincoti (Ad) 13.93
(3) K. Snell (Al) 14.15

800 M
(1) C. Wruble (Al) 2:18.1
(2) T. McDowell (Ad) 2:22.2

400 M Hurdles
(1) C. Gulczinski (Al) 1:11.22
(2) M. Ecken (Al) 1:15.27
(3) B. Nearpass (Ad) 1:20.41

Long Jump
(1) Wendy Bovee (Al) 14-9
(2) C. Gulczinski (Al) 14-5
(3) S. Denewth (Ad) 14-3

200 M
(1) K. Mills (Al) 27.73
(2) K. Snell (Al) 29.14
(3) S. Denwth (Ad) 29.71

3000 M
(1) S. Pasch (Ad) 10:53
(2) P. Dickman (Al) 11:30
(3) . Edwardson (Al) 12:11

Tripled
(1) B. Nearpass (Ad) 28-2

Discus
(1) K. Vennard (Al) 128-8
(2) A. Kohler (Al) 110-9
(3) A. Girvin (Ad) 100-6

Javelin
(1) K. Vennard (Al) 102-9
(2) L. Fretter (Ad) 99-2
(3) W.-Bovec (Al) 93-5

4 X 400 Relay
(1) Alma 4:12.12
(2) Adrian 4:55.1

»)
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pinion

Just a few short years ago, |
was a lowly first-year student
being dragged by another lowly
first-year student to ameeting
had no interest in atending.
And I had to go for the simple
reason that, as first-year stu-
dents, God forbid, we go any-
where by ourselves. The buddy
system prevailed in those [irst
few weeks and so I found my-
self in the basement of
Newberry Hallat7he Almanian
offices.

There [ was—surrounded by
cager beaver journalist types
all dying to break the big cam-
pus story. DR. STONE
CHEATSONJONIETA.PRO-
FESSOR OTTENHOFF HAS
FLING WITH STUDENT.
TKEMATIONAL CHARTER
LOST DUE TO EXCESSIVE
MISHAPS. Anything, any-
thing, to get their name on the
frontpage. And there I sat tn'nk-
mg iowly [irst-year student
theughts, like who [ would go
to dinner with that night.

But then from across the rcom
[ saw him. The theme from
Love Story played in the back-
ground as angels surrounded
him and necon lights flashed,
“THIS IS THE ONE. HE
COULD BE YOURS.” He was
a fraternily babe and left those
high school dweebs I'd spent
the last four years with lying in
the dust.

“Anybody want to write for
opinion?” he asked as I, and
about 50 other girls who had
the samc idea, clamored (G his
side.

“Who can write a story about
Pre-term?” he asked.

“QOooh oooh oooh!” I
screamed, dismayed by my sud-
den likeness to Horschack from
Welcome Back, Kotler.

“Do you want Lo write that?”
he asked.

I just nodded as our cyes metl

—Lifting the kilt by Sara Groves

The Almanian; something to take pride in and
a place to pursue a journalist stud

and my knees turned into the same
watery consistency of ¢lloat Saga.
And so I had my first big
story...an opinion article about pre-
term. How hard coulditbe? I mean,
! had lots of opinions about Pre-
term. But this was more 1o me than
astory about Pre-term. Since [ was
lelt speechless by the mere pres-
ence of the Almanian babe, this
article became a method of snag-
ging one particularopinion editor.
[ had to lay on all the charm and
finesse which lay below my rug-
ged exterior. T had to become a
voluptuous babe in print.

And so “Lifting the Kilt” was
born. Orat least the [irst version of
it. It would have no name fcr an-
other year, after “Lifting the Kilt”
had become a weekly [eature of
The Almanian and I had becomne a
full-fledged, salaried Almanian
employce. Butevery week for the
past three ycars, I have tricd o
{igure oul ways Lo enterlain
Almanianreaders. And make them
laugh and maybe even make thein
think every once in a while.

Yes, The Almanian cventually
became more than a way 1o chase
afller opinion editors. [t became, as
cheesy as this may sound, a way ol
life. Every Saturday and Sunday
morning for the past three years, [
have gotien outof bed and sullenly
(somedaysmore sullenly than oth-
ers) trudged to The Almaniv: of-
fices. Because, no matter 10w
much fun [ had the night before.
hangover or no hangover, there
are stories 1o be told and deaclines
10 meel.

And The Almanian is something
that seeps into other aspects of my
life besides those awful Saturday
and Sunday momings. Granted,
The Almanian does not consume
my every thought, motion and
word, but there arc many times
that I am just staring blankly into
space, a litile smile on my drool-
laden lips, when | am thinking of a
funny line or trying Lo remember

that story idea I wrote down some-
where and then lost the slip of pa-
per. And everything my friends
say, every bit of gossip, is subject
Lo scrutiny by The Almanian staff.
“All the news that’s fit 1o print,” as
the saying goes.

So when [ was selected as co-
editor-in-chief of The Almanian,
needless to say, I was elated. But
instcad of the heartfelt “Congratu-
lations” which I thought were in
order, [ received many more con-

lofty goal, but I believe it is an
achievable goal. But overall, the
quality of The Almanian is
extremely high and, if for nothing
¢lse, it should be respected for this
simplc reason. There are, however,
several more reasons why The
Almanian should be valued more
than it is.

The Almantan provides aninvalu-
able service to students who are
interested in pursuing a career in
journalism, other forms of writing,

Butinstead of the heartfelt “Congratulations”
whichl thought were in order, I received many

more condolences.

dolences.

“Thal’s Loo bad,” one friend told
me.

“Why do you waste your time on
that piece of junk?” another asked.
Fighting back the urge to pop these
suckers in the nose, I remained
incredulous. The Almanian, apiece
of junk??? Wasting my Lime???
Too bad that I was selected for
what I considered to be an honor-
able position??? I couldn’t believe
the words I was hearing,.

But I know, just as well as any-
body, that these words are true. The
students of Alma College do not
appreciate The Almanian as 1 feel
they should. I guess it is just a fact
I must face and then go quictly
about my business.

However, I do not take things
with which I disagree lying down.
The Almanian is an invaluable tool
that Alma College offers to the
students, faculty, staff and com-
munity. It is a top-notch publica-
tion that puts other college news-
papers Lo shame upon comparison.
I am not saying that everything in
The Almanianis op-nolch; thisisa

graphic arts, advertising, business
aad photography. Not only do stu-
dents gain practice through writ-
ing, laking pictures, doing the
books, collecting and designing ads
and laying out the paper, but they
arc provided with invaluable ex-
amples of their work for future
employers. It is very gratifying to
you, the job hunter, to be able 0
show actual hard copies of things
which you have produced, and it is
extremely impressive Lo employers
who may have hundreds of appli-
cants Lo choose from. Granted, The
Almanian is no New York Times,
but experience counts. Live and
learn.

Despite what students think, The
Almanian is an extremely valuable
news source. The reporters and edi-
tors spend several hoursevery week
chasing down Dr. Stone, Dr. Stuart
and Dean Kridler. They interview
faculty, stalf, community members
and students. We have sources who
talk and people who trust us. And
we know how Lo keep our eycs and
ears open for what may be a good
lead. We are the ones'who break the

storics about faculty leaving or
students receiving awards. We
are the ones who keep you up-
dated on tition costs, new plans
for the College and interesting
studies which professors may be
workingon,as well asothercam-
pus events.

Finally, I believe The Almanian
unitcs the studentsby giving them
something to discuss. Despite all
olthecomplaintsthat I hear about
it, [ always walk into dinner ev-
cry Tuesday nightand find most
people’s noses buried in Lheir
paper. By reporting the latest in
news or by doing feature articles
on particular students, The
Almanian providesan invaluable
source of information to the stu-
dents because it helps them to
realize exactly what is happen-
ing on their campus. [ always
hear students talking about things
which were reported in the pages
of The Almanian. How would
students get the in-depth cover-
age on campus news that The
Almanian provides in any other
way?

So while I may have started
working for The Almanian sim-
ply Lo obtain a journalist stud, my
motives have changed. The
Almanianhasbecome something
which [ take great pride in and I
can only wish that other students
would do the same. It has pro-
vided me with a portlolio and
experience that [ could have ob-
tained in no other way. It has
given me connections and the
respect of the faculty and staff as
no other piddly job on campus
would have. It has also given me
greater confidence as, week after
week, [ hear people enjoying my
writing. I will take over The
Almanian next year with greal
pride in what has been accom-
plished and in what 1 hope Lo
accomplish. And that is to make
The Almanian the best possible
paper it can be.

Alma College neglects efforts of student writers

By William J. Johnston
Copy Editor

As I sat waiching the Alma Col-
lege Dance Company’s perfor-
mance last weekend, 1 suddenly
realized something that had been
sitting in the back of my head for
quite a long time: Alma College’s
emphasis on the arts has left writ-
ing behind.

Think about it: we have arl
classes, theater classes, dance
classes, band and symphony
classes, choirclasses,evencreative

writing classes. Bul creative wril-

ing is the only arca of the arts which
must struggle 10 make its presence
known.

The art department promotes stu-

dent work with two shows during
the year: the student show during
the fall, and the senior show during
the winter. The band, symphony

English department, il must ap-
proach Student Congress for either
Contingency funds or funds from
the Student Activities Fee. The

Why does it appear that the College devalues writing?
Why doesn’ tthe school promote the efforts of its poets and
writers instead of making them fend for themselves?

and choirs have many concerts
throughout the year. Each terin we
have an Alma College Dance Com-
pany performance. Each term we
have a theater production.

But the only forums we have for
the poetry, prose and essays of stu-
dents arc the Vespine and the Pine
River Anthology. Whilc the An-
thology receives money [rorn the

Vespine is entirely dependent on
Student Congress for its funding.

Yes, writing contests are also
sponsored during the year. But we
never hear more about them than
who the winners were; we never
see Lthe essays, poems and storics in
printunless they appear in either of
the two literary magazines.

When organizations like Epic

attempt to hold a poetry reading,
ihey are sparsely attended; cven
the “opening night” of the Anthol-
ogy (where authors are invited 10
read picces and students get the
first opportunity to grab a copy of
the Anthology) rarely has the atten-
dance that a play or concert gets.
Why does it appear that the Col-
lege devalues writing? Why doesn’t
the school promote the effortsof its
poets and writers instead of mak-
ing them fend for themselves?
We have performance scholar-
ships for theater and choir; why
don’t we have performance schol-
arships for writers? To keep the
scholarship, you'd have lo, say,
work as a staff writer for The
Almargian, and publish a piece in

the Anthology or Vespine every
year.

IU’s not as if a huge [inancial
commitmenton the College’s be-
hall is involved. It would just be
nice for the school to showcase
and support the work of its writ-
ers, rather than putting the bur-
den of financing, advertisement
and production on the students’
shoulders. Focusing on this as-
pect of the creative arts in addi-
tion to the other areas the school
alrcady supports can do nothing
but improve the school’s high-
quality liberal-arts-institution
image, and would go a long
way toward making the school
more impressive in the eyes of
incoming students.
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— Staff Editorial

The beginning of the 1992-93 academic ycar secmyi
yesterday, butyet we arc all taking ourhnalcxamsomeLq
and looking forward to Spring Term and summer. With lh‘*‘\"_-“‘j.
the year, comes a Llime for reflection on what has happc ed anu
what will live on in our minds. We, al The Almanian have come
up with just a [ew occurrences we [eel will go down in the 1992-
93 record book.

Everyone remembers all the problems the huge first-year class
caused to begin this year. They certainly made theirmark on Alina
College; they turned this place upside down the [irst few months
with all the residence hall modifications made during the summer
and the lack ofphone lines for College use. The [irst-yearclass has
caused a greal deal of change at Alma and will continue o do so
through its remaining threc ycars.

“I want to keep up the great things my class has done this year.
I am going 10 keep anopen mind and work with the ideas my class
has [orme,” said (irst-year student and Associate Trustee [or next
year Maggie Taylor. I want Lo go into my sophomorc year upbeal
and come oul with a lot of accomplishments.” she said.

Moving on, no one can forget the tragic deaths of the two
construction workers working on the Heritage Performing Arts
Center. However large or small the effect upon the campus and
students was, students now, and in the future, will remember this
accident when they enter the Performing Arts Center.

With its opening planned for carly next fall, lhc Heritage Cenler
looks Lo be a major cvent [or next ycar.

Also, beginning next ycar is the new Four-year Evergreen Plan
for Alma College. The plan will send us down the road Lo the
esteemed promise land of Nationally-Ranked Liberal Arts Col-
leges. The plan should also improve the campus and the education
we students receive. Formulating this new plan has takenmostol
the year and the effort of many people, but the results will
hopefully surpass the work they have put into improving the
future of Alma College.

Marriott also has camed a notch in the memory board this ycar
by promising vast changes to Hamilton Commons for the upcom-
ing year. What becomes of these changes we’ll have (o wait and
see, but if they do as they have promised, they will earmt 4 miuch
farger noteh for their acconiplisliments icat year.

Meanwhile, sports at Alma have not proven exemplarily this
year, but the spring sports have brought with them a couple of
noteworthy moments. Calvin College’s men’s track leam had
gone 34-0 until they met up with Alma’s men’s track team this
year. They defeated Calvin soundly and are looking for their first
conference championship in years. Furthermore, we cannol (or-
get the men’s tennis team, who picked off Hope College for the
first time in the history of men’s tennis at Alma College.

This glimpse is but a briel collaboration of some of the memo-
rable events of the past year. We apologize if we have missed any

Take a moment to reminisce about 1992-93

important events.

All of this year’s excitement will not be forgotten, but il is time
10 look forward to the new year and what it will mean for the
College.

The following student groups were sclected because of avail-
ability and campus involvement for students. We apologize to
these groups not consulted; we do not think higher of any one
£Toup On campus.

Next year will not bring oo many changes within student
organizations. The groups consulted have some new ideas, bul,
lor the most part, plan to continue the same events.

Student Congress President for the upcoming year, junior Kim
Kraai, wants to work with Student Congress (o improve what it
does and make it more important to the students. “I think it would
be neat Lo see the class officers put on an event each term, because
they basically do nothing, but a little work at Homccoming now,”
said Kraai.

“I think it would be good to do another survey at the beginning
ol the year. I don’t think the students really knew what they were
voling on this year.” shc continued. So look for another blue
survey asking students what they think the campus needs and/or
improving. :

Union Board president [or next year, senior Amy Jeschawilz,
plans to work with the group to improve what they do, but not
change what they do.

“It’s not definite yel, but we want io.change the All-Nighter a
little bit. We want 1o get rid of the smail planned events and go
wilh more all-night events,” said Jeschawilz. She added, “We
want to get other campus groups involved with us in events. [ also
wanl 1o get more smaller events, like coffchouses, but the others
should stay the same.”

Ken Marable, sophomore and BACCHUS president next year,
said, “We BACCHUS) are probably going (o stay with the same
trends, but do want to reach out and try somc new Lhings.” He
continued, “A lot of times we just come up with an idea and go
with it; we don’t plan it out in aagvance.”

Sophomore and next year’s Student Alumni Association presi-
dent Beth Hughes$ said, ‘I am currently meeting with Mr. Biebuyck
to help chose anew advisor. Beyond that, I feel everything will be
pretty much the same with our involvement in Homecoming and
the exam treats.”

What next year will bring no one can really say, but The
Almanian expects another memorable year: the opening of the
Heritage Center for Performing Arts, the Marnott overhaul of
Hamilton Commons and the institution of the new Four-year
Evergreen Plan. For the seniors we wish you a fond farewell. To
the rest of you, we look forward to secing you in the fall ready for
an cvent-filled year, which will hopefully be recorded as one of
our most memorable.

Letter to the Editor

To the Editor:

Recently, due to circumstances
forced upon me by the total disregard
of Alma College for academic [ree-
dom, I had 1o do the only thing I
could do: drop English 390—Cre-
ative Writing Workshop, which at
onc point in the distant past was my
favorile class of this term.

To state the situation brielly, lor
supporling aulomatism-—spontanc-
ous wriling [ree of acsthetie or moral
concemns, which 1s not revised—and
for attacking the notion of “beauty”
in conventional [iction, [ was thrown
out of the class. 1 would not be al-
lowedtoreturnunless I went 1o coun-
scling, something which—asitwould
put the disagreement between Dr.
Palmer and I on the level of my per-
sonal problem-—I would not do. Of
course, Dr. Palmer wasready with all
hisexcusesthat the othermembers of
the class had come 1o him 1o com-
plain that they were afraid of an “'in-
tellectual attack™ (translation: that 1
would disagree with them), that it
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was not what ['said butthe way I said
il, my failure to provide (or the pos-
sibility of “beauty” in conventional
[iction, and evenmy “rage,” whichiis
nothing more than the extent of my
conviction of my ideas.

Dr. William Palmer, whose action
against automatism, which cven
occasionalists (non-automatists)
must agree is the most imaginative
literature, stands condemned as a
hypocrite. He is not the [riend of
imagination and tolerance, he is their
forever-conflirmed cnemy. In no
single college does there belong a
man whose only delense of revision
is that it is the method by which
“most poels” wrile (as il “democ-
racy” were concepl of any poetic
validity!).

To try 1o get satisfaction against
this injustice, [ went 1o sce Dr. Will-
iam Potter. [ saw him in the moming;
I was told 1o prepare a stalement
cxplaining my position and come to
sce him, with my advisor and Dr.
Palmer, in the aflternoon. Afler read-

ing over my fulfillment of his re-
quest, he stated that it was “obvious”
I'had an “‘altitude problem,” and then
proceeded toimplicitly blame me for
doing a good job wriling il, saying
that just because it was well-written
didn’t mean [ was “intellectually
mature.” | believe being insulted by
an administrator that one goes 1o [or
help 1s totally inappropriate. It cer-
tainly will not be at all helpful to
President Stone’s “improved public
image” of Alma College.

Let us see clearly the reason why
Palmer and Potler are so eager to be
ridof automatism. Notknowing any-
thing aboul automatism, they believe
that only occasionalism will make
sure they keep their jobs. Their jobs!
Revision is nothing more than, as
Andre Brelon, founder of Surrealism
wrole in his essay “The Automalic
Message:” “the conceil of profes-
sors and inability to love.”

| wrote asking for Dr. Ann Stuart to
intervene in this matter. Unfortu-
nalely, she has now told me, she was
oul East stranded in that major snow-
storm, so she did nol reccive my
letter until I was worried it would

soon be oo late to drop the class, and
[ would lace what was a “D” at mid-
lerm lurning into an “E” at the end of
thetermin aclassin which [ had done
MORE thanthe work required of me.
But my dropping the class does not
mean the battle is over. In [act, it'is
Just beginning.

We cannot (olerate, for one single
second, ideas being allowed Lo tri-
umph by default; false ideas of de-
mocracy being allowed 1o narrow
and pervert our imaginalive life. The
mission of Alma College, according
o ils catalog is Lo “liberate from
1gnorance, prejudice and parochial-
ism.” If' Alma College means any-
thing, we cannot accept the mainte-
nanceand [urtherance of “ignorance,
prejudice and parochialism” instead
ol their definitive assassination.

For the cause of academic free-
dom and [reedom in general, Alma
College must be without Palmer
and Potter. It is time for them lo
resign or be [ired.

Dan 3oycr
Class of 1995
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Staff Editorial Policy

Opinionsexpressed weekly
in the "Stafl Editorial"
reflect the views of The
Almanian Edilorial Board,
which includes section
cditors, copy editors, and
the editor-in-chief. These
views in no way reflect the

. vicws ol the entire Alma

College community.

The Almanian Letter
Policy

AllLetters to the Editor must
meet the following stan-
dards for publication:
signed, include the author’s
phone number and address,
and pertain 1o the Alma
College community. Let-
ters arc published on a [irst
come, [irstserve basis, up Lo
three per week. We reserve
the right Lo condense letters
for layoul purposes. Dead-
linc forpublicationis 5 p.m.
the Friday before requested
publication. Address letters
Lo: The Editorial Board, The
Almanian, Newberry Hall,
Alma College, Alma, MI
48801.
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