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Admission numbers soar

Alma College sees record applications, expects to close admissions earlier

By Brian Haara
Investigative Coordinator

The Alma College Admissions
Office continues Lo receive a near
record number of applications for
admission 10 the class of 1997.
“We’re very excited in the Admis-
sions Office that people recognize
that Alma is a quality institution”
said John Seveland, Vice President
for Enrollmentand Student Affairs.

Rellecting the trend reported in
the Jan. 19, issue of The Alinanian,
asol Feb. 4, the Admissions Office
had received 1,074 applications
with 850 accepted and 167 placing
the required deposit.

These numbers dwarf the statis-
tics from last year at this time. One
year ago the Admissions Olffice
had reeeived approximately 890
applications for admission, had
granted about 700 acceptances and
had received about 178 deposils.

Typically, of those accepted, 33
percent actually enroll, according
to Seveland. The unusually large
class of 1996 resulted [rom an un-
canny enrollment rate of 40 per-
cenl.

These percentages lcad the Ad-
missions Office tobelieve that they
will have to close admissions ear-
licr than even last ycar.

When asked o speculalc on why
Alma College has been so success-

Residence

By Brett Powers

. Staff Reporter

Three Alma College hall direc-
tors will notreturn next lall: Teresa
Cervantes, Mikc Buelland Rebecca
Spartz. They leave behind only
Annc Rathjen, Bruske Hall direc-
tor, who is also the Assistant Dean
of Students, as the only returning
hall director next year.

The hall dircctors arc lcaving for
various reasons. “This was my sec-
ond year as Newberry Hall direc-
tor, but now that I have my masters
at CMU (Central Michigan Uni-
versity) done I'm going Lo try and
get a job at a bigger university,”
said Cervantes, Newberry Hall di-
reclor. .

Before she came to Alma,
Cervantes graduated from Grand
Valley State University with apsy-
chology major. This August she
will receive her masters degree in
Human Resource Management
from CMU. .

Academic year 1992-93 marked.

ful during the past two recruiting
scasons, Seveland emphasized that
it is not the result of any one pro-
gram, instead, numerous programs
are finally paying off.

These approaches tend Lo be more
scientific, such as “Geo-Demo-
graphics,” according to Seveland.
Additionally, Seveland finds that
“cverybody at Alma is a salesper-
son, prospective students get the
fecling that faculty, students and

“The increased popular
image of Alma College
is finally taking hold..."

--President Alan J. Stone

staff all like it here.”

President Alan J. Stone agrees
that there are a number of aspects
coming together. “The increased
popular image of Alma College is
finally taking hold, the College has
increased scholarship awards for
first-year students and the Admis-
sions Office has done a marvelous
job of recruiting.”

Junior Suzanna Rocco, a student
coordinator for the Alma Ambas-
sadors, also agrees that the success
isarcsultof numerous efforts. “We
have outstanding Admissionscoun-

halls seek

Rebecca Sparlz’s [irst year as
Gelston Hall director. “I wanted Lo
get my masters from CMU, but the
timing just did not work out right.
I wanLto goon Lo gel my masters in
social work, but I’m going to have
1o do it somewhere else,” said
Sparlz, who has an undergraduate
degree in human services.
Miichell Hall Director Mike B uell
was unavailable for comment on
his decision not to return nex! year.
Dean of Students James Kridler
says the large exodus of hall direc-
tors will not be a problem. “We get
most of our hall directors from the
Oshgosh Placement Exchange that
takes place in March. Last year we
intervicwed about 56 or 58 people
for hall director jobs. Over 1,000
candidates were al the exchange
last year; there is not a shortage of
people for the job,” said Kridler.
Kridler, along with Associale
Dean ol Students Linda Harleston
and Vice-President for Enrollment
and Student AffairsJohn Seveland,
will attend the exchange in Wis-

sclors and an aclive Ambassadors
program which allows perspectives
Lo talk with actual students.”

Rocco also added that Alma Col-
lege has a reputation for having
friendly students and that the over-
night stay opportunities with Am-
bassadors is beneficial to prospec-
tive students.

John Chambers, a first-year Alma
Ambassador, has hosted Lwo pro-
spective students along with his
roommate Wesley Lyons. Cham-
bers commented, “The Ambassa-
dors program definitely is akey to
the Admissions Office success.”
He added, “The prospectives were
impressed with the tour and the
overnightstay and leftona positive
note.”

The success of the Admissions
staff, however, has not brought
about complacency. According 1o
Seveland, in March and/or April
the Admissions Office will bring
high school counselors 1o Alma in
an aggressive effort Lo increase the
awareness of Alma’s programs.
One target area mentioned by
Seveland is the Southeast portion
of Michigan, such as Monroe.

Summing up the success experi-
enced by Alma College, Stone,
upon returning from a conference
of college presidents, said, “I can’t
find any college that’s having this
same experience.”

Scots squeak past Albion

Sophomore Todd Blomquist goes for a lay-up. Photo by J. Dial

new leaders for upcoming year

consin and interview candidates for
the vacant hall dircctor positions.

“We are looking for pcople who
have their undergraduate degrees
and are interested in a career in
student development, counseling or
something similar,” explained
Kridler. “They usually have experi-
ence in residence life, like being
resident assistants (RAS) or assis-
tant hall directors.”

Life as a hall director for Alma
College is very busy; not only arc
they responsible for their residence
halls, but they are also involved
with the Student Affairs Office,
which has its good points and its
bad points.

“I really like being involved with
the other parts of campus, not just
with my hall. Because we arc parl
of Student Affairs we arc able to
really be a part of the different as-
pects of this College. Plus, we have
a great Student Affairs staff; we
really worked well together,” said
Ccrvantcs. :

Frustration, lack of privacy and

SOMCLIMES CXCCSSIVE Noise arc
some of the down sides ol being a
hall dircclor, bul many positive
aspects do exist.

“I rcally enjoy the residents who
live in Gelston. I lcarned a lot of
positive things working with a co-
¢d stall. The Alma students are

— :3{\ i c«ﬁ\/ S
Hall directors Mike Buell and Rebecca Spartz. Photo by M. Stargardi

dynamic—very active,” said
Spartz.

Rathjen commented on other job
benefits: “We get our room and
board covered which is nice. But
the best part are the interactions
with the students.™
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Alumni Council opens horizons for Chicago Trip

By Maria Stephens
Freelance Writer

While most Alma College stu-
dents were trudging up the stairs of
Swanson Academic Center last
Thursday and Friday mornings on
their way 1o class, 41 juniors and
seniors were scaling the stairs of
corporate oflice buildings, mancu-
vering public transportsystemsand
experiencing the unfamiliar world
ol downtown big-city lifc.

The second Chicago Trip of the
1992-93 academic year, sponsored
by the Center for Student Develop-
ment, ook students to the Windy
City 1o make carecr contacts, ex-
plorc job options and interview for
permanent employment or intem-
ship positions.

“I had to go through high security
1o get into the interview for one
position—you have o give them
all this identification, cverything,”
said scnior Christine Pcrez, who
was sceking an internship in the
public relations and advertising
ficlds. “Itreally gave you a taste of
the big-city life.”

Ginna Holmes, associate direc-
tor ol the Cenler, coordinated the

-~ trip, which cost $80. “I makc the
interview contacts througha num-
ber of resources,” said Holmes. 1
Lry Lo make personal contacts with

scveral employers so that we can
golo them yearafteryear. Ifind out
what types of positions students
arc interested in and (ry to meet
those needs. Also, alumni are a
major resource—especially with
the new Alumni Council.”

The Alumni Council, an organi-
zation of Alma alumni working in
Chicago, has proved invaluable as
a contact for potential employers
and for job-search and interview-
ing strategy advice, Holmes ex-
plained. This trip, alumnus Mike
Mulligan, who runs a career con-
sulting firm specializing in aiding
displaced corporate executives,
gave a workshop for students.

“The workshop was excellent,”
said senior Keith Erwin, who was
exploring opportunities in the fi-
nance and banking industries. “He
[Mulligan] had five [ormer Lop ex-
cculives who gave us interview tips
that were really good, and that 1
hadn’t heard before. They stressed
being creative and taking risks in
interviews.”

Many students had “informa-
tional” interviews with several
employers, which provided them
withcareerinformation and knowl-
edge of several large companies, as
well as contacts and interview ex-
perience.

Other students had “real” inter-

views for permanent employment
and internship positions.

Senior Deb Lynch had a second
interview withJason Martin & Co.,
aconsulting firm which first inter-
viewed her on the Chicago Trip in
November. She is secking a per-
manent position in compuler con-
sulting.

“I would definitely recommend
the [Chicago] trips—you get inter-
views withcompanies that you oth-
erwise would not get, becausc they
will not come up to Alma because
it’s so small,” she said. “With con-
sulting, you pretty much have to go
Lo the big cities, so this trip was
perfect for me,” said Lynch.

Senior Amy Schusslein, secking
a permanent position in business
administration and marketing, also
attended both Chicago trips this
year. “The first trip, I had more
‘informational’ interviews, and that
was good because I could get some
information and a feel for “big-
city” life without the pressure of
“real” interviews. But this time |
was ready for some employment
interviews,” she said. She had [ive
interviews withemployers ranging
from consulting firms to insurance
companies o publishing compa-
nies.

Several juniors also joined the
trip this time, seeking internship

Gt'nnd Hales and Bob Perkins prepare to leave for Chicag
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Wednesday afternoon. Photo by A. Mull

positions. Junior biology major Eric
Newman interviewed with Wel-
lands Rescarch, Inc., which spe-
cializes in freshwaler ccology and
restoration of wetlands. Although
they could not definitely hire him
until March, they were very posi-
tive about olfcring him a summer
internship position.

“I justdecided that I neceded more

research experience, so when I got
the letter sent out to all juniors I
signed up. I would definitely rec-
ommend it (o all juniors and se-
niors—if for nothing more than the
prolessional experience, and the
experience of getting around on a
schedule in a big city,” said
Newman.

By Maria Stephens
Freelance Writer

The Center for Student Devel-
opment recently announced the
formation of a Rape Survivors
Support Group through a memo
toall womenstudents. The group
mecl for the first time last Tues-
day, Fcb. 2.

“Many women students re-
cently expressed the need [or the
formation of this group—some
had come o the Women’s [ssues
Advisory Board, others Lo Stu-
dent Affairs and other adminis-
trators,” said Edie Sample, assis-
tant dircctor of the Center for
Student Development and co-fa-
cilitator of the group.

“We always knew there was a
need for this kind of group—but
the question was whether there
was Lhe desire. We have known
that there arc many rape survi-
vors on this campus, many of
whom we counsel individually,
but we did not know il there
would be interest in a support
group ol this kind,” Sample said.
“Several things just came 10-
gether—concerns cxpresscd
[rom many sides—to make this
happen.”

Sampleexplained that support-
group counscling can be ideal for
rape survivors pastthe initial “cri-
sis” stage, who are dealing with
the long-term clfects of rape.
“Olienthey [survivors] arc think-

Rape survivors show support for group

ing at this point, ‘I should be over
this,” buttheyare still feeling lonely,
isolated—experiencing post-trau-
maltic stress syndrome,” she said.
Continuing, “Much research and
anccdotal evidence indicates that
support groups ¢z * be as or more
cffective than indiy .dual counsel-
ing for survivors past the initial

survivors to empower them-
selves, to see how they can do
that for themselves and each
other,” she said.

She added that the Center does
provide services for those who
are counselling or supporting a
survivor. Thissupportcan be both
educational, in the form of infor-

"t is incredibly affirming to learn that
you are not the only one. There is a
support that comes from someone who
knows exactly what you've been

through..."

--Edie Sample, assistant director of the
Center for Student Development

crisis stage. Family members and
friends may not be able to give the
survivor the supporl she needs—
they may think, ‘Why is she telling
me about this again?’”
“Itisincredibly affirming to leam

‘that you are not the only one. There

is a support that comes from some-
one who knows exactly what
you’ve been through, which a pro-
fessional [counselor] just can’t
give,” said Sample.

Sample said that at this time the
group isopen only Lo survivors, not
Lo those who are interested in help-
ingorcounseling survivors. “I think
righl now it is important for the

mation the friend can offer the
survivor, and also as an emo-
tional support for the friend who
is supporting the survivor.

“The group is very small right
now, but we know that there arc
more survivors on campus,” said
Sample. She emphasized thatany
survivor can come Lo any meel-
ing, even if she has never at-
tended before. The group meets
{from4 (o 5 p.m. in the west room
of the Chapel basement, and is
facilitated by Sample and Mindy
Sargent. Contact either at 7225
with any questions. '

By Steve Rummel
Freelance Writer

Last Thursday, Physical Plant
distributed a Security informa-
tionalmemo to Alma College stu-
dents. The pamphletresulted from
students’ questions and concerns
of safety after reportof an alleged
third-degree criminal sexual con-
duct incident involving an-Alma
co-cdand a part-tume College Se-
curity officer over the holiday
break.

The pamphletincluded pictures
and descriptions of the four full-
time sccurity staff members:
Steve Edwards, Randy Ferguson,
Dan Martinand Brian Nesen. The
memo also listed the ‘hours that
Seccurity is available with emer-
gencynumbers of where they can
be reached (ext. 7157). Also in-
cluded were sections describing
“How o ReportaProblem,”*“The
Hiring Process™ and “Security
Stalf Daily Duties.”

All prospective security stall
members go through a complele
interview process. The process
includes a thorough personal
record screening conducted by
the Alma Police Department, a

Security memo distributed

reference check conducted by
the College’s director of person-
nel, a physical examination ad-
ministered by the Colleges health
services staff and employment
interviews with several direc-
tors involved in the hiring pro-
cess.

After hiring, all new Security
employees complete a 90-day
probationary period while un-
dergoing further training by
qualified College personnel.
Training sessions, in the opera-
tion of (ire and burglar alarms
and familiarization with critical
functions of several pieces of
mechanical room equipment, arc
required along with administra-
tive instruction on how to deal
with faculty, staff, off-campus
visitors and students.

Administrative instruction in-
cludes specific guidelines and
restrictions of their personal re-
lationships with both students
and the College community
whilc on duty.

Einally, new stalf members go
through a two-week, on-the-job
training period with other mem-
bers on the Security leam.
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Doors open for academically challenged students

By Cathy DeShano
Staff Reporter

When students go off to college,
they oflten hear people tell them
they will have to “make the grade”
and “make the adjustment.” Col-
lege can be a challenging and try-
ing experience [or any student;
you'rc suddenly thrown inlo an
arena of competition, responsibil-
ity and decision making. These
pressures become even more over-
whelming il you’re a learning dis-
abled student, a visual or hearing
impaired student, or a student with
any other disability which compli-
cates the learning process. The
Center for Student Development
hopes 1o aid students with such

circumstances.

On Tuesday, Feb. 9, at 7 p.m.,
Robert Perkins, Director of Stu-
dent Development, will meetin the
Center for Student Development

lenged. Since the Americans with
Disabilities Act passed in 1990,
Perkins has seen an increasing need
for attending to Alma College stu-
dents who fall under this act.

“...I also hope it will provide emotional and
academic support. Students can talk about some
things they’ve tried that worked and didn’t
work..." -- Robert Perkins, director of Student

Development

with any academically challenged
students wishing to discuss experi-
ences. Perkins began formulating
anideaabout four yearsago of how
to work with those students who
find themselves academically chal-

“Several years ago, through coun-
seling, wekeptcoming acrosslcam-
ing disabled students that wedidn’t
know about. Through the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act, not only
can we not discriminate against

them, but if we admit them we’re
required Lo permitservices for them.
We're having more and more stu-
dents apply for this. I've found
mysell working individually with
anumber of learning disabled stu-
dents on study skills and tutoring,
aswell as speaking with theiradvi-
sors,” said Perkins.

According Lo Perkins, an csi-
mated two Lo three percentol Alma
College’s students [ind themselves
with lcarning disabilities. Perkins
has collectively met witha number
of lcarning disabled students who
expressed interest in sharing per-
sonal storics and concerns about
life at Alma College and thus, an
organizational mecling was estab-
lished. As a result of this, Perkins

has several goals in mind for stu-
dents who attend the mecting as
well as for the campus community.

“There are a number of goals I
have. First, I hope to develop a
support group so that these stu-
dents know they aren’t the only
students like this at the College. |
also hope it will provide cmotional
and academic support. Students can
talk about some things they’ve tried
that worked and didn’t work. Fi-
nally, I hope this becomes anadvo-
cacy group. I’ vealso been working
with the faculty off and on. I have
an excellent film which 1 would
like to show them this scmester,
and down the road I have some
training in mind for them,” said
Perkins.

By Jeff List
Freelance Writer

The exccutive counsel of
WQAC is taking the [inal steps
toward making WQAC a real-
ity. Alma College’s own FM
radio station has experienced its
share of setbacks, but the “New
91” is Lentatively scheduled to
go on the air by the end of Feb-
ruary.

Organizers of the radio station
spent most of Fall Term waiting
for the okay from the Federal
Communications Commission
(FCO) 10 obtain a license and
call letters.

Senior Dave Woodruff, gen-
eral manager of WQAC, ex-
plained, “I’s along and arduous
process—it just docsn’t happen
overnight. The FCC is a govern-
ment agency with a lot of re-
sponsibilities, notjust Alma Col-
lege.”

Alter FCC approval, radio
management received the [inan-
cial commitment from Student
Congress. The $25,000 covered
the costs of the equipment and

Tower construction begins for WQAC
New 91 FM aimes to fill airways by end of February

antenna construction. With the as-
sistance of Dean of Students James
Kridler, WQAC’s execulive coun-
sel signed contracts with Audio
Broadcast Group for most of the
equipment, and Great Lakes Tower
& Antenna for tower construction.
The contracts gave the contractors
30 working days to receive the
equipment and 30 working days to
install the equipment. The equip-
ment began arriving last week, and
the cement footings for the antenna
are now in place.

While the contractors are assem-
bling the tower, voluntecrs for
WQAC will organize and distrib-
ule a questionnaire concerning the
music Lastes of the campus.

Senior J.C. Clarkson, program-
mer for WQAC, emphasized the
need for student input. “This is an
alternative music station,” said
Clarkson. “But, we will have blues,
jazz or country music shows if that
is what the students want. We are
providing a service for-Alma Col-
lege. We, as a stalion, arc respon-
sible o AlmaCollege students first,
then the Alma community and sur-
rounding areas.”

Currently, Clarkson is com-
pleting the station’s operating
manual.

The next phase in making the
“New 91" areality is finding and
training deejays. According to
Woodruff, this will be a quick
and uncomplicated process.

WQAC hopes Lo begin broad-
casting from 6 a.m. until 2 a.m.,
eventually working up o 24
hour-a-day broadcasting. “They
[students] need to get involved.
This is their radio station and it
is a tremendous opportunity for
this entire campus,” said
Clarkson.

Estimates for being on-air
range from the end of February
to the week after spring break.
“I’ve worked four years to sce
this station become a reality,”
said Woodruff. “I’ve been asked
if we were up or not. But once
we’re up, there will be no doubt
we’re up and running. The cn-
tirecommunity willknow. Over-
night we could become the big-
gest thing to hit this campus.”
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Giovanni challenges African-American students

By Maria Stephens
Freelance Writer

“For the black communily, there
has always been the idea that you
answer o the ancestors,” said

let yourself be
purchased...challenge yourself to
do all that you’re capable of,” she
said.

The ceremony’s theme was, “Be-

entire worldandbeyond,” Giovanni
said.

Giovanni also spoke out against
racist language, using Cincinnati
Reds owner Marge Schott as an

less those of the 19th and 18th,” she
said. .

Giovanni urged youth to chal-
lenge themselves, and not to be
discouraged by failures. “You
[young pcople] all think if you

African-American poel, lecturer
and rccording artist Nikki
Giovanni at the opening cer-
cmony of Central Michigan
University’s (CMU) Black His-
tory Month celebration on
Thursday, Feb.4; to a [illed
Bovee University Center Audi-
torium.

One of the biggest lies told to young people is that
‘these are the best years of your life’—if this, this
confusion, is the best you're going to get, no won-
der your suicide rate is what it is.
--Nikki Giovanni

don’t ‘geLit’ now, you’re never
going to get it. One of the
biggest lies told to young
people is that ‘these are the
best yecars of your life’—if
this, this confusion, is the best
you’re going lo get, no won-
der yoursuicide rate is what it
is. This is not the best. Some-

Giovanni, poet and professor
of English at Virginia Polytechnic
Institute, included poetry, advice
and much humorin herthoughtson
lifcand African-Amecrican heritage,
directed especially at young Afri-
can-Amcricans in the audience.
“Andsowc[older African-Ameri-
cans] hate (o sce you [young Afri-
can-Americans] becoming materi-
alistic, sclling yourself short: Don’t

fore There was Any History...There
was Black History,” and included a
choral performance by the Youth
Ambassadors for Christ Gospel
Choir and a presentation of schol-
arship awards by CMU’s Organi-
zation for Black Unity (OBU).
“You must think beyond Flint, or
Saginaw, or Detroit or even Michi-
gan and the United States, to the

Photo by A. Mull

ACUB Coffeehouse
acks them in

ACUB sponsored another Coffeehouse on Tuesday, Feb. 2
in Joe's Place. The event featured entertainer Daryle Rice.

Retractlon

reported in the Feb. 2, issue of |

Chapel. We rc;,rcl lhe CITOT.

The time of Gcrlcva Smuhcrman 5 pubhc

isscheduled for 6 30p m.,Thursday, F’cb 11

example. Schott was suspended {or
one year after making racist state-
ments.

“If we don’t at least change the
way Mrs. Schott speaks, we will
never change the way she thinks,”
she said: “We don’t need that—we
don’t need hatred. There is no rea-
son Lo take the stupid ideas of the
20th century into the 21st, much

wherc around age 40 or 50
you will begin Lo peak,” she said.
Throughout her speech and clos-
ing comments, Giovanni stressed
the role of women in building the
world of tomorrow. “African-
American women, who have al-
ways known how 1o love anything
and anyone, are the ones who will
play amajorrolein our [uture,” she
said.

Award-winning
professor, linguist
scheduled to speak
on campus

By Katie Novak
Feature Editor

Geneva Smitherman, an award-
winning international authority on
Black English and the education of
African-Americans, will speak
Thursday, Feb. 11, as part of Alma
College’s celebration of Black His-
tory Month. Titled ‘The
Miseducation of the Negro'-and
You Too, her public lecture is at
6:30 p.m. in Dunning Memorial
Chapel.

A professor of English and the
director of the African-American
Language and Literacy Program at
Michigan State University,
Smitherman started her education
career as a high school teacher in

" the Detroit Public Schools. While

there she established My Brother's
Keeper, a mentoring program for
clementary students withanem-
phasis on African-American
males. ;

In her career she has held fac-
ulty positions at the University
of Michigan (U-M), Harvard
University and Wayne State
University (WSU) and visiting
professorships at Oxford Uni-
versity in England and Califor-
niaState University-Northridge.
Smitherman received her bach-
elor and master of arts degrees
in English and Latin from WSU

. and a doctor of philosophy de-

gree in English from U-M.
Currently chief editor of the
African-American Life Series
of The Wayne State University
Press, Smitherman is the author
of Sounds of Soul: Black Lan-

guage and Culture and Talkin and
Testifyin: The Language of Black
Americans. She has co-edited vari-
ous books and published journal
articles on, the topic of African-
American language and education.
Broadcast programs seeking her
expert opinion include Oprah,
Donahue and Today.
Smitherman’s visit 1$ sponsored
by EPIC (the English Club), the
education department, the Co-Cur-
ricular Programming Commitlee
and a special program funded by a
State of Michigan Department of
Education grant. [n addition to lec-
turing, Smitherman is scheduled to
visit various classes on Thursday,
have lunch with faculty members
and Lca with [aculty, students, staff
and members of the community at
4 p.m. in the Fireside Lounge of
Tyler-VanDusen.

Geneva Smitherman. File photo




The Almanian

Feb. 9, 1993

Talented students awarded for literary works

By Christy DeBurton
Freelance Writer

The awards wentout last week (o
the winners of the 1993 Writing
Contest sponsored by the English
Department. This yearly contest
allowsstudentstoenter their works
under the categories ol Essay, Story
and Poetry 1o be judged by the
English professors. Prizes of $75,
$50 and $25 go to the top threc
selections in cach category.

William Palmer, associate pro-
fessor of English, admitted he was
alittle disappointed in the response
to the contest this year. Only seven
essays, six stories and 50 poems
were submitted. He was especially
disappointed with the lack ol es-
sayssubmitted, since moststudents
wrile essays for their classes.

Even students Palmer asked 1o
submit works didn’t. Speculating
on the small number of entries he
said, *“ [Tt was] possibly because of
the deadline, the first week of Win-
ter Term, it may not have been on
people’s minds.” However, the
contest was advertsed [or three or
four weeks before Fall Term ended,

and the English professors distrib-
uted flyers about it in their classes.
“We really tried to inform the stu-
dents,” said Palmer.

For several students, the time and
effort they ook 1o submit their
works paid off. Senior Martha
Cunnings won first place with her
essay Lifein California . She wrote
the cssay after travelling Lo north-
ern California several times Lo visil
her sisters.

“The essay illustrates the differ-
ences between people’s images of
California and what it’s rcally like.
There’s more Lo 1L than just south-
em California and the beaches,”
she said. Cunnings won first place
last year also with an essay on
Segovia, Spain.

Adam Burhans won second place
with his story Barbs. “It’s aboul a
college kid who has a father in the
military. The father doesn’t really
want the son around, so he sends
him (o a liberal arts college similar
o Alma. The (ather dies and the
son goes nuls. He goes [orarun o
blow ofl steam, runs into a junk
yard, strips off his clothes and kills
himself by jumping ofl a pite of

junk,” said Burhans.

Burhans was disappointed that
his story only won second place,
since the department did notaward
a first place prize for stories. Ac-
cording to Palmer, the judges fell
that there wasn’t a story “worth a
first place award.” Burhans said
the judges may have been critical
of Barbs because of the similarities
between the liberal arts college in
the story and Alma College and its
unconventionality. “[But] profes-
SOTS expect me Lo write unconven-
tional things,” Burhans said.

Another second-year winner, se-
nior Kerrie Kempermyn took sec-
ond place in the Poetry category
with her poem “spreading eggsand
milk.” Though Kempermyn won
first place last year, she entered on
a whim this year. She began work-
ing on the poem last summer while
she was in adoctor’s office. As she
was waiting she was looking at the
older women sitting around her and
walching how some of them re-
acted to their husbands.

“It’s about women giving up their
souls for men,” Kempermyn said.
“I’s not meant to slam men. It’s

justabout what makes us alive and
makes our souls important.”

 Ist: Notawarded
2nd: Barbs by Adam _:
: Burhdm i .

Bartender s Daugkrer by
~ Margie Gribben

Quink gives delightful performance

By Will Nichols
Faculty Contributor

The Dutch vocal quintet Quink

performed for an audience of more
than 100 music lovers in Dunning
Memorial Chapel on Thursday,
Feb. 4. The cnsemble of three
women and two men sang a beau-
tiful program primarily consisting
of European madrigals and folk

songs. [ts perfect intonation, seam-
less phrasing and marvelous text
declamation illustrated why Quink
has become one of the premier vo-
cal ensembles in the world.
Differing from a typical choir
which has many singers perform-
ing each vocal line, each member
of Quink has a solo part that fits
into the greater whole. In this way
Quink is very much like The New

Members of the Dutch vocal en sembleQumk perform in Dunning
Memorial Chapel Thursday, I'eb. 4. Photo by A. Torrence.

World String Quartetthat has given
so many wonderful concerts on
Alma’s campus. The five singers
that make up Quink each displayed
atremendous amountof vocal flex-
ibility and strength while never for-
getting the importance of blending
their individual voices Lo creale a
homogeneous vocal tone.

From the opening notes of Tho-
mas Morley’s famous Now is the
monthofMaying the audience knew
it was in for something special.
Singing without vibrato, but with
great care for the depth and clarity
of the sound, Quink did a wonder-
ful job of creating the pure vocal
tone with which many experts be-
lieve these songs were originally
sung. Particularly impressive was
the precision and artistry with which
they handled the delicale phrases
and texL.

The first seven works ol the con-
cert all exemplified the English
madrigal style that flourished in
the last years of the 16th century
and early years of the 17th century.
The typical madrigal of this period
tends (o be a setting of a text that
exults in the passion of young love,
mourns for the loss of that love,
suffers from the pain of unrequited
love or an unattainable lover or
revels in some sort of corporeal
overindulgence. While cach song

was beautiful, it was disappointing
that Quink chose so many “‘moumn-
ful” and “unrcquited” songs and
left out all those exuberantly play-
ful madrigals about “overindul-
gence.”

Turning to the music of England’s
greatest 20th century composer,
Benjamin Britten, Quink sang the
eight songs that make up Brilten’s
collection Sacred and Profanc. The
singers managed the vocal lines
and unusual harmonies withan ease
that belied the difficulties of the
music.

The highlightof the evening came
al the beginning of the second half
when they tumed their attention to
asctol four Yugoslavian folksongs.
The rich harmonies and the dra-
matic vocalaffectations made these
well worth waiting lor.

Quink ended its program with a
group of songs in which the indi-
vidual personalitics of the singers
‘began (o shine. The Italian madri-
gal about a hen and three Spanish
songs about a bat, nightingalc and
elephant were sung with a level of
facial animation that one wishes
they had brought to their. other
music. The cvening ended with
several very well sung jazz arrange-
ments of American popular songs.

- are just “numbers.” The De-
. ttou Free Press on Sunday,
Jan 31,

.'Wl‘dppCd in ack and whuc,

reportcd 1hal Cmyo}d _

: Accordmg 10 the arudc :
nwsiams musz hsl their

; appmpn-”
d:besent

Black history quiz

answers:

1. Crispus Attucks

2. Uncle Tom's Cabin
3. Nat Tumer

4. Dred Scott Decision
5. Shirley Chissolm

5. Thurgood Marshall
April 4, 1968

8. Malcolm X

9. National Association [or the
Advancement ol Colored Pcople
(NAACP)

10. Harriet Tubman

~ O

THE
HAIR

BENDERS.
LTD.

TANNING

Right Now Enjoy
30 days for $30.00

NEW Wollf tanning bed!

Close to campus
Open Mon. thru Sat.
Offer expires Feb.28th

HELP WANTED
* EXTRA INCOME "93" *

Eamn $200-$500 weekly mailing 1993 UWTI
travel brochures. For more information
send self addressed stamped envelope to:
Travel INC., P.O. Box 2530, Miami, FL 33161

For Alma's best
pizza call...

PIZZA
SAM'S

463-3881
463-3910
Open:
Weekdays at 3p.m.
Sat. & Sun. 12p.m.
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— Environmentally Speaking

Certain species targeted for extermination

By Michael J. Arnold
Freelance Writer

The Detroit Free Press asked Bob
Sears of the Idaho Cattle Associa-
tion his opinion. “We would justas
soon nol sce any wolves back in
our area, period,” he said.

Cattle ranchers and conservation-
ists have battled on this front for
years. In l15>hlofwoll killsoncattle,

falo, shrouded in wolf’s clothing.
Early humans, no doubt, learned 1o
hunt by watching wolves and their
anceslors. We have evolved to-
gether but with a separate identity.

In 1973, Congress passed the En-
dangered Species Act whichestab-
lished a responsibility to nature: 10

ranchers in Alaska, justan even
more incredible business: tour-
ists. In the management plan
created by the Department of
Fishand Game, a“‘wildlifc spec-
tacle on the scale of African
migrations” was proposed.
Tourists could watch more

Cerlain species have always had
a bad rap. Take the shark. Fishing
practicesin Japan have decimated
cerlain populations of these sup-
posed killers. Or the snake. Since

the origins of Christianity, the restore Lt h ¢ mooseandcaribouas they cross
snake was seen as a symbol of  wild- D e - the roads and pipelines down-
cvil and distrust. Other cultures  life to Since the advent of the cattle fend--  town. All this at the expense of
have similar beliefs, butstilloth-  their : ; crs of  the wolf. The international re-
ers see the snake as a symbol of  former mdustry, the WO[f has ‘mﬁer@d‘ Wild- sponse was to boycott tourismr
cternal life. Consider then, why a  ranges. Its prey base has been pushed Iife untiltheissuewasdropped. This
pair of scrpents are intertwined In Lh_e out and its habitat destr()yea’ e s - leaves Alaska lWIl.h‘ no bugks.
upon the symbolic staff of the conti- | tab- Furthermore, wildlifebiologists
medical profession? Then there nental by sheep and livestock. lished in the Department. itsell have
is the big, bad wolf—bloodthirsty  United a indicated that control is unnec-
savages that roam the nights like  States, fund essary,since mooscand caribou

marauding bandits, snatching
newborns and gobbling livestock

of $100,000 to reimburse ranchers
who lost livestock. Ol that

only 1,700 wolves exist. Once they
roamed from coast to coast. Some

populations have exceeded their
objectives.

: Cvm on the Pnze \’ldCO: o
- serics. S s
4l 6pm SAC 1()8

L GO Cur qpedkcr *Richa.rd:'
Lapchl(,k

. 8pm. DuhmngMcmerm
Chd pc! G

Thur@d‘w -cb.
Eyes on the
serics

Colored: Peop{e s‘hme . .
Bush Theatre, Central
Michigan University

‘Saginaw: ‘

Sunday; Feb. 14

Concert: Ice Cube S
presenied by MdJOI Pro-
duction

Dwrsopcnai?pm Con-
cert beging at 8 pam.

Temple Theatre

203 N. Washington

whole.

Myth? Fantasy? Perhaps that is
what we arc led to believe, yet
with the recenl proposed perse-
cution of wolfl populations in
Alaska, the fcars of yesterday are
still alive and well. Cattle ranch-
ers despise the animal, and sport
hunters loath the only creature
morecunning than humans Lhem-
sclves.

Yet humans and wolves are
similar in many ways. The artist
George Gatlin painted two In-
dian braves sneaking up on buf-

packs have fought their way back,
with territories upwards of 800
square miles. Butin the lower states,
ranges are understandably smaller.
Part of the problem with reintro-
duction is the stigma the wolf has
had cast upon it. Researcher L.
David Mech, a renowned woll ex-
pert, has proven that the wolf is
elusive and runs from humans.
There has never been any estab-
lished wolf attack on humans, with
the exception of human-prompted
aggression. Still, ranchers fear
wolves for commercial reasons.

$100,000, only $12,000 has been
used so far.

Since the advent of the cattle in-
dustry, the woll has suffered. Its
prey base has been pushed out and
its habital destroyed by sheep and
livestock. What seems (o be the
issuc is not how 1o control wolves,
but instcad how to control human
encroachmentinto habitat. Ecologi-
cal studies show that when major
ungulate populations decline,
wolves wrn to livestock and sheep.
[s this surprising?

But there are no cattle or sheep

Yel, because of massive dis-
approval of such a scheme, the
wolf has been temporarily saved.
As the Wolf Summit gets under-
way in Alaska, the decision is
being worked out. Control plans
have not been climinated, but
neitherhave they been activated.
Suchcontrol takes place on pub-
lic lands, that means everyone
whois an American owns it, not
Jjust the legislature of Alaska.
Even those of us in the bubble
havea say. And suchasay could
preserve these noble creatures.

Feature photo

A rose is a rose...

Happy Valentine's Day. Photo by P. Sana’berg

463-3333
123 E. Superior St.

Send that Special Person a Flower
FROM

BOB MOORE
Happy Valentine s Day!

TOP TEN MOST CLUELESS
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PEOPLE ON EARTH

Rainforest chainsaw operator.
Milionaires in prison.
Drivers with tum signal

perpetually on.
Las Vegas lounge acts.

Unregistered voters.
Frozen dinner enthusiasts.

Javelin catcher.

Someone in express
checkout line with
eleven items.
Chain-smoking

gas station attendant.
Drug users.
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Ad Code DEPN-2012
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Prepared by Geer. DuBas Inc.. New York
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Last second shot gives Alma victory

By Bill Ballenger
Freelance Writer

Coming off last week’s inspira-
tional win over Hope College, the
men’s varsily basketball squad split
MIAA conlests against Olivet and
Albion. Alma’s record currently
stands at 9-12 (4-5 MIAA).

On Saturday, the Scots avenged
ancarlierlossat Albion by handing
the Britons a thrilling 72-71 over-
time defcat in Cappaert Gymna-
sium. Sophomore Mike Bjorne was
the hero for the Scols canning an
off-balance game winner as time
expired. The winincreased Alma’s
MIAA home record 1o 4-1.

Afler neither team was able o
gainacomfortable lead in the open-
ing minutes of the contest, the Scots
gradually pulled away until, with
4:47 left, Alma wentup 29-22. The
Britons cut the seven point deficit
(o one, thanks in part 1o a three-
pointerat the buzzer, 1o make it 33-
32 at the intermission.

In the second hallf, the Scots built
an eight point advantage, 46-38,
but the lead quickly dissolved due
to a subsequent 9-2 Albion run.
The Britons finally took the lead,
64-61, with 1:40remaining inregu-
lation, for their first lead since the
opening minutes.

Junior forward Colon Lewis then
swished two clutch jumpers down
the linal stretch, forcing the 65-65
stalemate into overtime.

Within the first two minutes of

overtime, Albion went ahead, 69-
66. A four pointplay by point guard
Bjorne returned the advantage o
the the Scots. But Albion reclaimed
the lead, 71-70, on their [ollowing
possession. With 20 ticks left, and
Alma in possession of the ball, the
Scots rotated the ball around the
perimeter until Bjorne shrewdly
spottedanopening. The sophomore
knifed through the Albion interior
before successfully finishing the
drive with a nifty double clutch
shot. Hisbucketconcluded thescor-

ing, 72-71.
Lewis scored 17 points to lead the
attack.  Sophomore Todd

Blomquist, although he fouled out
with 15 minutes left in the second
half, contributed 16 points on 8 for
11shooting. Bjorne enjoyed acom-
plete day—11 points, a team-high
nine rebounds and six assists.

“It was just a greal team effort,”
remarked Eldridge. “As sweel as
last week’s game against Hope was,
this was even sweeter. We had a
lead, then they got the lead, bul we
didn’t panic. We remained poised
until the end.”

“We really pulled together and
played asateam,” observed sopho-
more center Matt Lotterman, who
finished with eight rebounds.

“It was great because everyone
picked it up,” said Blomquist. “We
lost so many could have, should
have games at the beginning of the
scason thatthisone wasreally nice.”

Earlier in the week. the Scots

traveled to Olivet in the hope of
completing ‘a perfect 2-0 scason
versus tne Comets (the Scots topped
Olivet, 99-87, the previous
Wednesday). However, the Com-
ets proved a more formidable op-
ponent at home.

While the Scots won the statisti-
cal battle in the first match, Olivet
enjoyeda similaradvantage in their
arena. The Comets shot a blazing
57 percent from the floor, as op-
posed to the Scols’ 45 percent.
Olivetout rebounded the Scots 45-
29, shot better from the foul line
with 14 more atlempts and com-
mitted three fewer turnovers than
the Scots. Each of these factors
contributed to a decisive 99-78 fi-
nal.

Blomquist continues Lo consis-
tently produce for the Scots. The
forward scored a team-high 16
points and ripped down scven re-
bounds. Junior Reggie Reed and
Lewis added 10 points apiece.

Eldridge putitbest: “Itjustwasn’t
a good night overall. We didn’t
play exceptionally well, and they
shot the lights out...We were in
foul trouble all night. We lost Matt
Lotterman with 15 minutes Lo go,
and Colon Lewis with 14 minutes
togo. PlusReggicReed wasalsoin
foul trouble all night. Youadd those
alltogetheranditcomesoutaloss.”

The Scots are idle until Saturday,
when they travel to face the
Kalamazoo Hornets.

Matt Lotterman looks to pass against Albion. Photo by J. Dial

Scots

By Mike Walsh
Freelance Writer

Senior guard Lauri LaBeau’s
clutch three-point shot in over-

old off

the Scotsdowned Albion, 71-68 on
Saturday. The win gives Alma sole
possession of first place in the
MIAA, halfagameahead of Calvin
and Adrian. Alma’s record stands
at 13-6 (8-1 MIAA).

time put Alma in front Lo stay as

Junior Susie Kieffer feeds the ball off again

AR

strAlbion.

Photo by P. Sandber

Albion in OT, 71-68

The stands at Albion were packed
with the annual Parent’s Weekend
crowd. The presence of over-zeal-
ous mothers and fathers lent a hos-
tile mood to an already important
game. For Albion, a win would

a4
o

helpinits campaign forahomecourt
advantage during the play-offs. For
the Scots, a win was necessary Lo
hold first place in the tight MIAA
race. The Scots were undaunted.
“Who the hell needs daunts?”
quipped LaBeau.

A tough Albion defense and ex-
cessive fouling by Alma made for
aclosc contest. After getting off 1o
a 10-point lead in the first six min-
ules, the Scots allowed Albion (o
keep withinreach viathe frec-throw
line. In the first hall, Albion would
hit 13 [ree-throws to Alma’s four.
Alma’s Icad at the hall had croded
1o one point, 30-29.

Both tcams scttled in for more of
the same during the second hall.
Albion flinished the night 23-for-
31 (rom the charity stripe. The
adrenalized aumosphere resulted in
sub-par shooting from the floor
Albion shot 37 percent o Alma’s
36percent. The Scots’ 51 rebounds,

Mans, MIAA Player-of-the-
Week, put up 20 points and:
pulled down 10 rebounds. Se-
nior Colleen Wruble contributed
10 paints and 6 assists.

'Sophomore Amy Doucette,
who started in place of the ab-
sent Michelle VanDamme,
summedup the players’ thoughts
on Saturday’s victory: “Indi-
vidually, I don’t think we were
satisfied with our play...but it
felt good o win.”

" Wednesday’s game was deja
vu forOlivet. Afterits 91-52 loss
1o Alma the previous week,
Olivel seemed determined to
provide a carbon copy perfor-
mance, going so far as to attain
the same second-half score: 48-

-27. Mans’ 18 points led all scor-
_ers. Sophomore Terri Hogan

-

scored 12 points on exceptional

four-lor-four shooting from

12 by junior Tara Shcrman, pro-

vided plenty ol second shot oppor-
tunitics on the way Lo a 62-62 dead-
lock at the end of regulation.

In the overtime period, LaBeau’s
three-pointer gave Almaaone point
lead. Then first-ycar player Ashley
Reagh went to the [ree-throw line
and nailed two shots to seal the
overtime viclory, 71-68.

Six of LaBecau’s 24 points came
on three-point shots. Junior Katie

threc-point range. Kelly Jaster
(14), Wruble (13), VanDamme
(12) and Doucette (10) complete
the long list of players who
scored in double figures. The
final tally: Alma 97, Oliver 47.

The Scots get a well-deserved
rest this week. They remain idle
until Saturday, when they travel
to Kalamazoo for the first of
three vital season-ending MIAA
games.
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Scots sweep Calvin in final home meet

By Jennifer Cosbey
Freelance Writer

Saturday was an exciting day [or
Alma’s swimming and diving
teams as Lhey beat Calvin in their
lasthome meetof the scason. Coach
Greg Baadte showed his joy in this
victory, thefirst for the menagainst
Calvin in 10 years, by leaping into
the pool at the end of the meet.

Baadte attributes a lot of the mo-

mentum to the great [anfare. “There
was a lot of support,” said Baadle.
“The parents and alumni were there
and that was great, but the student
support was amazing. They rcally
helped keep us in the meel and
helped keep Calvin out.”
- The meet got off (o a rip-roaring
start with the women’s 400-Med-
leyRelay team consisting of sopho-
mores Jen Turnbull and Karie
Bergin, junior Colleen Smith, and
first-yearstudentJenn Bondy. They
scla new team record ar 4:25:97.

“The first race is always onc of
the most important. It really scts
the tone for the rest of the meet,”
said Bondy. “We wentinto it preity
confident and that record recally
helped.”

Bondy placed first in the 200-Fly
al 2:22.57, selling another leam

record for themeet. Shealso placed

first in the 200-IM followed by
teammates Julic Boltman, a senior,
and Smith together capturing the
top three places in that race.

Tumbull also had a good meet
finishing first in the 200-Free. She
was closely followed by sopho-
more Jill Murany in one of her two
second place [inishes. Turnbull fin-
ished second in the 100-Free (o
round out her performance for the
alternoon.

The Scotsalsodominated the 200-
Back, with first-ycar students Me-
lissa Wuchte, Leslie Malzahn and
Sandra Hansen pulling out the top
three spots in that race.

In women’s diving, first-year stu-
dent Chris Hamacher and senior
Karris True filled out the top two
spols in both the one- and three-
meter diving events.

These efforts and numerous more
went into winning the women’s
meel 132-92.

Coach Baadte said, “The women
had a very solid perlormance all
around. A total team effort, espe-
cially with the number of close
races. The women doing so well
helped the guys gain momentum.
As far as the men are concemed,
the question isn’t who swam well,
il’s who didn’t.”

Sophomore Paul Schmidt helped

lead the Scots to their memorable
123-109.win with two first place
finishes, in the 50- and 100-Free.

Christian Betz, first-year student,
came out on top in the 200-Free
and fell into second in the 500-
Free.

First-year student, Adam
Neuman ended up with a first place
finish in the 200-Breast and then
took a close fourth in the 200-Free.

Ted Davis, a sophomore, and
Scott Phillion, a junior, both had

Halllime - Olivel 46, Alma
_‘30 Three-point field goals -

EOlvel :

- 6-15 (Mouming 4-6), Alma
6-16 (Reed 2-3, Elliofl 3-6),

- "I’hrcc poini fi cld‘goale Alma
412 (Bjorne 2-3, Reed 2-5).
 Albion 4-13 (Parkcr’& 8.

Rebounds =
Alma 50 (Bjormne 9, merman

prhomore Radu Danca recently qualified for Nationals in di v'ifrg}.' Photo l M. S:argardt

second and third place finishes.
Davis took sccond in the 50-Free
and third in the 100-Free, and
Phillion took sccond in the 200-1M
and a very close third in the 2(0-
Breast.

In diving, Radu Danca held the
Lop position in both the one and
thrze meterevents as he prepares to
compete in Nationals.

Emphasizing the importance ol a
team effort, Bondy said, “We were
really pumped for the guys. I think

in being excited for them not only
helped them get pumped and do
well, it helped us get pumped and
do better 100.”

“Everyone, everyone, pul every-
thing they had into it,” said Baadte.
“Idon’tknow if everyone was 100
percent sure we would win. But
then it all came together and once
we saw that we could beat Calvin
everyone gave it everything they
had.”

"'Iﬁc J'tarc Thaet Confidence ‘Ruide’
E. Superior St., Alma
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If anyone else witnessed the
women’s basketball game last
Wednesday nightasthe Scots
drubbed Olivet 9747, were
you as baffled as I was re-
garding the Scots lale game
plan? Even after the game
was well in hand, many of the
starters were still in the game
and playing very aggres-
sively. Olivel was subject (o
the suffocating press of
Alma’s defense and the pin-
point triple shooting of the
home tecam. I love rubbing it
in the face of rivals as much
as the next guy, but this
seemed kind of ridiculous.

While we’re on the subject
of basketball, what’s up the
court in Cappacrt Gymna-

Sports Commentary vy Brad Engel

Gym needs more than hardwood floor

sium? Is it just me or are there new
lines on the court every time [ look
at the thing. Seems to me that dur-
ing basketball season, only those
lines pertinent to basketball should
be on the court. Not only do those
lines look terrible, butthey cheapen
the image of the Scots and the school
they represent. And this is to say
nothing of the space-age rubber
floor that the lines are on. Didn’t it
gooutofstyleabout the time ¢f bell
bottoms and disco?

As long as I’'m remodeling the
gymnasium, how aboul somc. new
scoreboards, or at lcast two
scoreboards that show team and
personal fouls. The scoreboard that
does display thisinformation is idi-
otically located behind the large
folded up partition and unable to be

seen by the majorily of the fans on
the south side of the gym. Since the
north stands aren’t even rolled out
for the women’s games, it would
be logical to put a new scoreboard
inon the west wall so the spectators
could see who committed the foul.
I suppose the argument that fans
could listen to the player being
whistled for the infraction on the
state of the arl speaker system.
While this seems to make sense,
anyone who has ever atlempted Lo
listen when theannouncer is speak-
ing would say he would be better
off with tin cans connccted by
string.

Now that we’ve changed the court
and the scoreboards, how about
some new paint on the walls and
the bleachers. Thatpuke-yellow on

the walls goes great with the pea-
green bleachers, but come on!
Maybc something in the way of the
weight room, cream with some
maroon, silver and black would be
a great improvement. And (o paint
the bleachers maroon with block
letters spelling out ALMA on one
sideand SCOTS on the other, would
rcally add class to a drab building.
[ understand that these ideas seem
pretty radical to those here who
think of the gym as a mulli-purposc
building belore a baskctball arena.
To them I say tough rocks, isn’t
that what the new perlorming arts
building is for? 4

Why is there teal on the men’s
baskctball warm-ups? For that
malter, why is there yellow on the
Scots’ bascball uniforms? Lasttime

I checked, school colors were
maroon and cream.

As the crusader for obnox-
ious behavior al basketball
games, [ have 1o say I’ve been
impressed with the fan turnout
as of late. The rowdiness pos-
sessed Coach Eldridge o send
out a memo thanking the stu-
dent body for its support. Both
he and a number of players
have thanked the “Cappacrt
Crazics” for their tremendous
support. I would like 10 take
this opportunity o speak [or
all of the “crazies” and thank
the team. After all, they are the
oncs who give us a reason Lo
lose control.

School schedules improvements for gymnasium

By Lisa Shoemaker
Sports Editor

Hardwood is back! While
Alma College may not [eaturc
the famed parquet floor of the
Boston Garden, Cappaert Gym-
nasium is shedding its synthetic
floor in favor of the natural
beauty of maple hardwood.

“A new floor has been in the
plans for the last couple years,”
said Athletic Director Deb
Mapes. “Basketball is a betler
game on wood, and volleyball
will also benelit because the
wood surface will make itcasier
1o slide.”

“I am just ecstatic,” said men’s
basketball Coach Bob Eldridge. “1
have been waiting three years for a
new hardwood floor.”

The present synthetic surface,
known as a Tartan floor, has been
in place since the construction of
the Physical Education Center in
1968. “Usually a Tartan surface
lastsonly 15 years,” said Vice Presi-
dent for Finance Jon Grotelushen.
“We have already used this surface
{or 24-25 years. The floor has just
lost its resiliency.”

“Tartan was the trend over 20
years ago,” said Mapes. “IL has
been a good floor for us, but now it
is time for a change.”

Installation of the floor, which
carries a price tag of $96,000, is
slated for May, after commence-
ment exercises. The school solic-
ited bids this past fall, and selected
Basemen, a company from Wis-
consin, as the contractor.

“We have o have the floor down
by the end of May, because the
gym is constantly in use during the
summer,” said Eldridge. “Wedon’t
wantto jeopardize our summer pro-
gramming.”

“Itis not just the aesthetic quality
of a hardwood floor that is appeal-
ing,” continued Eldridge. “Tartan
isharderon legsand joints. Itreally
takes its toll on players overa five-

month scason. Players legs just
become dead. You have to remem-
ber that under the Tartan is con-
crele. The wood will hopelully cut
down on knee and ankle injuries.”

In addition to the new floor, other
improvements are also scheduled
for the gymnasium, including the
refurbishmentof the bleachers. “We
are going Lo refurbish, paint, and
motorize the blcachers,” said
Grotelushen.  The costs of the
scheduled improvements to the
gymnasium, including the floor,
are expected to total $125,000.

It has also been proposed that the
basket alignment be changed so
that two practice courts would run

north and south across the cen-
ter court, instead of on either
side of the maincourt. “It would
give us Lwo regulation size
courts, and six baskets,” said
Grotelushen.

“This new set-up would help
intramurals by providing regu-
lation courts, as well as im-
proved teaching stations for
coaches,” commented Eldridge.

However, Grolelushen was
quick to comment that changes
in the basketalignments are still
in the planning stages due to
concerns over structural feasi-
bility.

Members of the various spring sports prepare for the
upcoming season. Photos by R.J. Webber
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—Lifting the Kilt by Sara Groves

Eat, drink and brood this Valentine's Day

“If you love somebody, set them
free.” -Sting

“And if they don’t come run-
ning back, hunt them down and
shoot them.” -the Hell's Angels

That’s right. It’s that time of
year again. February.
Hhmmm...What is there o look
forward toin February? Let’s see
- there’s Lincoln’s birthday. 1
can’t wail [or the parties to cel-
cbrate that. There’s Groundhog
Day. And whatelse? Valentine’s
Day. Oh joy. My favorite of fa-
vorites.

Oh, how dearly I embrace
Valentine’s Day. Millions of
brand-new shiny couples walk-
ing down the strect, hand-in-
hand, arm-in-arm. The radio
plays songs with titles like “If
Ever You’rc In My Arms Again”
and “Can’tLive (ifliving is with-
outyou).” Andthere’sabsolutcly
no way o escape the hearts. Or
the flowers. Or the candy. But
worst of all, you arc reminded of
what a schmuck you are [or not
being part of a unil. In other
words, partoladeliriously happy
couple.

Bult hark! There is light at the
end of an otherwise dark, dingy
and depressing tunnel...that Lun-
nel of love. For those of us who
will be afraid to leave our dorm
rooms for fear of being bom-

barded with love and other warm -
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and fuzzy things, I have compiled a
list of some constructive ways 1o
spend V-Day. That is, if you’re
spending it alone.

1. Brood. Brooding is generally a
greal way Lo wasle Lime, bulit is an
especially effective way on
Valentine’s Day. One of the rea-

(That’s right—take pleasure in
other people’s misery.)

2.Wear black. Or grey. Or brown.
But do not wear any color that is
bright and cheery. If you are not
part of a couple on Valentine’s
Day, chances are you will not be in
the best of moods when the big day

swinging singles can since they
must stay sober enough to talk and
becivil to cach other. But we losers
at love can drink as much as we
wanl because wedon’Lhave o carry
on conversations with a soul. We
can drink and be mecan and get in
bar fights forall we care (actually a

Wear dirty clothes. And, I'm not just talking about a
little stain on a shirt sleeve. I'm talking clothes that
haven't been washed in a loooong time.Including un-
derwear. That's right. Wear dirty underwear....

sons why it is so effective is be-
cause people in love cannol brood.
To brood, one must be solemn.
And it is impossible to be solemn
while in love. People in love day-
dream. (Hardly as much f[un as
brooding, I can guaranteeit.) People
inlove also think wistfully, ponder
and dream the day away. Bul they
do not brood. So, non-lovers of the
world uniteand brood! While those
people who are in love may be
deliriously happy dreaming about
romantic weekend get-aways with
the love of their choice, we can
brood about ex-boyfriends and ex-

girlfriends and how much more

unhappy they must be since we are
no longer a part of their lives.

arrives. So cater to that. There isno
reason for you to further the crass
commercialization of national holi-
days, cspecially holidays which
exclude you. Do not wear the color
red. Donot wear heartsand {lowers
and happy little bows. Wear black
from head o toe. Buy black nail
polish and do your nails just to
prove your point. Look unhappy.
3. Drink. You heard me right.
Drink and drink heavily. While
some people believe that alcohol is
adepressant, [ would beg to differ.
Much is to be said about the power
of alcohol to cheer a person right
up, especially if you drink enough.
Happy couples are not able o par-
take in the heavy drinking that we

little fight might do us some good
inorder to work out that Valentine’s
Dayaggression.) Drinking heavily
alsohelps withnumber 1. Itismuch
casier Lo brood while under the
influence. So, cheers!

4. Spit. Or chew tobacco. Or
scratch. Ordoany numberof things
which make you [ecl more unat-
tractive. I suggestnot showering or
washing your hair for a 48-hour
period. Wear dirty clothes. And,
I’m not just talking about a little
stain on a shirt sleeve. I’'m talking
clothes that haven’t been washed
in a loooong time. Including un-
derwear. That’s right. Wear dirty
underwear. Really dirty underwear.
There’s nothing grosser.

5. Eat unhealthy foods. Al-
though, Richard Simmons has
warned us time and time again
not to turn o food when we’re
depressed, desperate times call
for desperate measures. So pig
out! And whatever youdo, don’t
cat healthy foods. Don’t even
putacarrotstick by your mouth.
Eatice cream. And nachos from
7-11. Eat angel food cake,
Doritos, pizza and chocolale
bars.Justtry toconsume as many
[al grams and as much grease as
a person can in a day. If you eat
unhealthily, you will think thatit
is O.K. to not be a part of a
couple. Butif you spend the day
crunching on carrot and celery
sticks and drinking mineral wa-
ter, you will wonder why you are
not a part of a couple if you eat
such healthy food 1o have such a
wonderful complexion and hot
bod.

So, as Feb. 14, rolls around
once more, be thank(ul that you
arcn’t a part of a couple. Be-
cause if you were, you would
probably have o spend the day
with your boyfriend/girlfriend
going oul to dinner, exchanging
gifts and basically having an all-
around good time. But no—you
get to brood and be spiteful and
drink and be mecan and wear
dirty underwear. And whatmore
could you ask of a holiday than
that?

RA selection needs to be revamped

By Mike Walsh
Freelance Writer

So you applied 1o be a resident
assistant (RA) and you wanl o

out of a police line-up, yel alone
have any insight into my true char-
acler and capabilities—ignoring
that, what sort of person is an RA
likely to give his/her blessing (o

so highly developed that they should
be the subject of a special clause in
the Geneva Conventions.
Attending college is the most ex-
citing thing that ever happened to

know what chance you

these people—or cver

have of being onc of the
20 selected out of 90 plus
applicants?

Well, if you happen to
be president of a Greek
organization oran cduca-
Lion majordoing your stu-
dent teaching next year,
forget it. Changes in the

I mean | doubt my RA could pick me
out of a police line-up, yet alone
have any insight into my true char-
acter and capabilities...

will. After they graduate
they go to work as civil-
servantbureaucrats, pros-
ecutingatlorneys orman-
agers for rather awful
companies manufactur-
ing such things as drain-
age valves or fake body
parts.

selection process this year
exclude cither of these groups, due
to the magnitude of their outside
responsibilities, from being RAs.

For the rest of you, the process
will differ in a substantial manner
from years past. The most signifi-
cantchange instituted this ycar con-
cerns the addition of an RA screen-
ing interview, This means that if
you apply to be an RA, before the
Dean’s commillee considers your
application, you will be pre-
screencd by the RAs in the hall in
which you live. The goal of this
change, said Dean of Students Jim
Kridler, “is to gain a betler appre-
ciationof cachapplicant’sstrengths
and weaknesses through a person
who knows them.”

Ignoring the laughability of the
idea that your RA knows you—I
mcan [ doubtmy RA could pick me

continue on in the process?

Others like them. As Kridler out-
lined it, in selecting RAs, prefer-
ence has been given to students
“interested inleadership activities.”
Those who are “naturally involved
inthings”and “highly visible in the
campus communily.”

They pop up on various commu-
nity governance commitlecs, where
they spend their time discussing
long-term proposals and matters of
constitution guaranteed 1o stupefy
anyone with a normal threshold of
boredom.

The most unforgivably
rebarbative ol these are 1o be found
in the Student Congress. Their in-
cessanl lalking deprives their bod-
ics of oxygen and so they are very
pink, as though recently peeled. In
fact, their powers of narcolepsy are

This sort often becomes
a politician, being the kid in high
school who ostentatiously bought
the Wall Street Journal while on
school trips. And later, the sort of
adult with wild sexual appeltites but

no technique; as well as huge latent

guiltwhichsurfacesinconveniently,
causing the sufferer to leap sobbing
from the writhing bed in mid-coi-
tion and violently abrade their par(-
ner with Lysol.

Clearly, any process which em-
phasizes the role of such folk is
flawed. Alternatives would include
selecting RAs democratically or
simply choosing at random the reg-
uisite number of RAs from a list of
the entire student body. At least
with the latter method, there would
exist an outside shot al getling a
cool RA. The current method seems
1o be a lost cause.

«Hwnhlbcmg ymmg andlookmg i
are 50 we bcg_m our downward

- we lg,nore 1[‘7

Getling old ls‘n()t somuhmg most (,oﬂcg Sl
_about; however, we are all. £0Ing 1o gctold it is m /
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Why docsn’t Alma College
changc the name ol Cappacrt
Gymnasium? Wouldn’titsound
much more sophisticated and
rclay a “college atmosphere” if
it was named Cappacrt Student
Events Center, or Cappaert Me-
morial Arcna? Give me a break,
Cappacrt Gymnasium sounds
like asteamy high school gym...

By the way, the fans at Alma’s
home baskctball games arc be-
coming a little bit more rowdy.
We may nol be Duke [ans yel,
bul we’re getting there, slowly,
but surely...

How many seniors arc starting
Lo blow things off now that they
are getting job offers and gradu-
ate school acceptance leuers?
Once the future seems secure,
the present sure gelts a lot easter,
doesn’t 1t? I’s an cpic batle
trying to remain focused this last
term...

Is mid-February the grossest
time at Marriott, or what? Per-
sonally, I'm on a salad binge
rightnow. [ purposcly didn’tcat
from the salad bar all first sc-
mester just to save it for this
term. So [ar, so good, but I’'m
liable to puke ruffage all over
the caleleria any day soon. Four
weeks of salads hasn’tbeen what
[ would call a good time...

Why do we still call the cal-
cleria by the name ol SAGA?
You would think the rcal name

— Opinion Potpourri by J. Spalding —
Marriott blues getting student population down

would be in place by now, but when
was the last time you called it
Marriott? For cripes sake, I struggle
o get it right in any article that I
write about it. I guess it will con-

tinue to be called SAGA for years
tocome. Whata tra-

dition...

While wc are talk-
ing about SAGA
(Whoops, I mean
Marriott), the new
napkin holders are
probably the worst
innovation since
ChiaPets. Although
acsthetically pleas-
ing, these thing will
only create waste.
You can’t just get
onenapkinoutof the
little wicker snakes,
so you have to grab
a handfut, of which

source Center, so everyone canslop
asking me with such a shocked
voice, “Do you really live at the
MacCurdy House?” I do, so what’s
the big deal? Everyone seems 10
believe that men should be aware

haveto say about the whole thing is
thatour time at this institution, and
at this paper itsell, is a lcarning
process. I'll admit that T should
have solicited comments and idcas

about the article from Stone, but
I’ll also stand

Our work down here is done
secondary to our academic work.
We are not the New York Times.
This isn’t where I make my living,
this isn’t my life. Perhaps a few
lines were deleted in a few articles

by my initial
reaction ol hurt
and surprisc.
The only thing
I’d do dilfer-
ently would be
o talk with
Stone ‘belore
thearticle went
into print. I
madeamistake

youmightuse three.

or letters. We do our best. We learn and lcarned
. 3 , from it. But
from our mistakes. That’s all we can Sl A
spew  [orth

do. So get off of us... R
ments about

how The

At least with the old baskets you
gel one napkin when you needed
one. If it’s not broke, don’t fix it...

To continue my Marriott tirade,
why aren’t the cracker barrels on
the other side of the soups? If you
want crackers, you have (o get your
bowl of soup and then go back,
fighting the wall of soup goers who
arc patiently waiting behind you,
to get Lo the crackers. If they were
on the side by the toaster, a lot of
the hassle would go away...

Yes, I live in the Women’s Re-

and participate in women’s issucs,
but God forbid when it happens at
Alma College. I'm geltting sick of
the snide remarks and vacant stares
from both malesand femalcson the
matter. Get with it, and grow up...

Well, by now I’'m surc you’ve
read or at least heard of the contro-
versy stirred up by my article on
President Stoneand U.S. News and
World Report. Apparently, it has
caused a small crisis in certain fac-
ulty comners (Please sec Letters 1o
Editor). I guess the only thing I

Almanian distorts the facts. Our
work down here is done sccondary
1o our academic work. We are not
the New York Times. This isn’t
where [ make my living; this isn’t
my lifc. Perhaps a [ew lines were
deleted in a few articles or letters.
We do our best. We learn from our
mistakes. That’s all we can do. So
getolf of us...

For the last few articles I’ ve wril-
ten, I’veended withaquote. [ guess
I’ll continue that in this issuc. This
week’s quote comes [rom Robert

Kcnnedy by way of the French

author and philosopher Albert

Camus: “It is from numberless

diverse acts ol courage and be-

licl thathuman history is shaped.

Each time a man stands up [or an

ideal, or acts o improve the lotof
others, or strikes out against in-

justice, hesends forthatiny ripple

ol hope, and crossing cach other

from a million different centers

of encrgy and daring, those

ripples build a current which can

sweep down the mightiest walls

ol oppression and resistance.”...

What does this mean? I think it

means thateveryone mustdoher/
his part, no matter how small or
scemingly insignificant, to make

this society a better place to live.

[t means not participating in eth-

nic or sexist jokes, and voicing
your disgust and disapproval at
ignorant and bigoted statements.
Perhaps it means not turning up
your nosc at the underprivileged
or oppressed. Maybe iU’s just
smiling at someconc who is dif-
[erent [rom you or that you don’t
know. IU’s different for all of us.
What does matter is that cach ol
us tries Lo do something, because
when it comes right down 1o it,
there is nothing that we can do
alone to cure the world’s ills.
Only together can we go for-
ward...

Monotony brings revelation

By Brett Powers
Staff Reporter

You must all kiss my feel. Yes,
cvery single Alma College student
should getdown on your hands and
knees and give thanks Lo whom itis
due, gracing your lips with the
divineness of my flairly clean feet.

WHY?

[ listened and watched the fac-
ulty make motions, discuss mo-
Lions, voting on if thcy were ready
1o vole on a motion, [inally voling
on a motion, only then to move on
the another motion and start the
whole process over again. It was
maddening! I felt like a vegetarian
in a sausage factory. Visions of

like the fog at sunrise.

I was here for a purpose: I was
heretolearnalesson. Andnow I’'m
going to pass that lesson on to you.

Democracy is not an easy pro-
cess. I see why so many countrics
havedictatorshipsand autocracies;
the democratic process is painful,
time-consuming and tedious. The

Because I have been tor-
tured for you. The iron
maiden, thumb screws, the
rack—merely toys for kin-
dergartners compared to what
I"ve been through for you.

Imaginc your average 50
minute boring class; multiply
that by three. Now think of a
monotonc professor, and mul-
tiply that by 80. Alter you
then multiply those two lac-
tors together you will under-
stand the naturc of my ordeal.

[t was maddening! | felt
like a vegetarian in a sau-
sage factory.Visions of

Jjumping on a table and

gunning down the entire

faculty played over and

over Ln my now ...

faculty only had to confirm
two documents dealing with
life here at Alma, and it took
them hours. Try Lo imagine
over 500 people from all over
the country voting on bills
that affect this entire nation.
It is incredible thal our rep-
resentatives and senalors gel
anything doneatall in Wash-
ington.

Our governmentis far from
perfect; asapolitical science
major I know that as well as
anyone. Butitis our govern-

As a part ol my job [or The
Almanian 1 was required 10
altend a monthly laculty meeting,. I
was stuck in a Dow lecture hall
with the [aculty for two hours and
40 minutes one Monday night. |
sacrificed my mental stability so
that you all could sitaround in your
dorm rooms and read about it in the
paper without having to go your-
sclves. Don’t you feel bad that you
skipped reading the article last
week?

jumping on a table and gunning
down theentire faculty played over
and over in my now warped brain.
Then Provost Ann Stuart lcaned
over Lo me and whispered, “So are
you lcarning a good lesson on de-
mocracy?” I was hit by a wave of
Joycian Epiphany the size of the
Rockies. This simple question
made it all clear; my images of
becoming a mass murderer melted

ment. Democracy is a slow
process; itis the nature of the
beast, so next time you feel like
government bashing, don’t. Cut
them some slack. If you think our
governmentistoo slow, either vote
for some short guy with a Charlie
Chaplin moustache, or hold your
tongue. If you don’t believe me,
well, you sit through the next fac-
ulty meeting and then we will dis-
cuss it.

Weird in a

serious way

By Dan Baker
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* What are you thinking? Let us know
and write for the Opinion section of The
Almanian. See an editor or stop by the

office, located in

the basement of

Newberry Hall, for more details. Or call
Ext: /161
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As a result of the alleged third-degree criminal sexual
conducl incident occurring over the holiday break, stu-
dents have fell anxious in terms of their personal safcty
and the overall salcty of the campus cnvironment. For
many female students; the assault triggered memorics of
their own victimizations. Afler a number of these women
approached faculty members and administrators, the
Center [or Student Development formed the support

Not only does this cffort,provide an essential outlel and
source of support for those forced to deal with the long-
lerm cffects of sexual assault crimes, bul it also shows a
concem [or students in need. While we hope 1o see the
implementation of additional programs instructing both
women and men in scll-defense and assault prevention,
this group is delinitely a step in the right direction.

Similarly, the program for the academically challenged

College responds to students' needs

Two programs rceenltly instituted on campus—the Rape
Survivors Support Group and a program for the academi-
cally challenged—mark a positive trend toward quick
response Lo student needs; a trend that will hopelully

hearing impairments.

Developing a program for the academically challenged
signals a commitment to quality education [or all students
and maintains the policy of non-discrimination. The learn-
ing disabled students now have an opportunity to share
experiences and difficultics in a supportive cnvironment,
with pecople who can empathize and offer insight into the
situations they face on a daily basis. In providing an addi-
tional resource for academic assistance, the program also
may make instructors more awarce ol the problems and
better able (o assist their students. Ideally, the program will
encourage these students to seek help more often.

excmplifies an effort to reach out to struggling students. At
a college respected for its high academic standards, all
students must work hard 1o achieve. - However, for approxi-
mately three percent, performing well academically means
more than attending classes regularly and spending ad-
equale Lime preparing for tests and completing papers and
projccts. Students with learning disabilitics must overcome
problems including low reading and listcning comprehen-
sion skills, difficulty adapting instruction Lo their individual
learning styles and physical obstacles such as visual and

Dear Editor,

As a viclim of a nearly suc-
cessful date rape, I feel person-
ally insulted with the way the
College hashandled sexual abuse
and harassmentcomplaints. lam
enraged with the [eeble excuses
that the College has devised 1o
minimize the situations.

Disgusting is the best word 10
describe the casual air in which
the complaints have been dealt
with. We understand that as
women, we must lake cvery pre-
caution (o protect ourselves.
However, we should be able 1o
expect some respecl and con-
cern from the Collcge.

While I was rcading Brian

rape” thatoccurred over the win-
ter break I [found mysell closc 1o
tears. I know how the victim
feels. I know what it is like 10
feel powerless. I know whal it is
like 1o feel guilty for another’s
acl.

Please, I beg you, think [or a
momentaboul the victim. Think
ol her pain. Think of her lilc.
Plecase, foramoment, stop think-
ing about what the next issue of
U.S. News and World Report
will say. -

Charla Vandermeer
Class of 1996

To the Editor,

I want to thank The Almanian
for printing my Ictter to the edi-
Lor in the 2/2/93 cdition of our
newspaper. The thesis ol that
letter was that “the press” some-
times distorts what pcople say.
Sccing my letter in print, | was
deeplyreassured that T have hold
of a basic truth in this thesis,
because my letier had been
printed with 60-character lines
randomly dcleted. This had the

Haara’s article on the “alleged

Letters to the Editor

cllect of making me look illiter-
ate in onc paragraph, and totally
incoherent in two other para-
graphs. It was also fascinating to
mc that the entire letter refer-
encedamysleriousrogucnamed
“Dr.Chosky” several times, who
is in fact my evil twin from an
allernale universe. We deliber-
ately spell our names slightly
dilferently (my name is spelled
CHOKSY) in order 10 confuse
everyone. Again, sincere thanks
10 The Almanian for its unsolic-
iled testimonial to the truth of
my original letter’s thesis.

Dr. George Choksy
Associate Professor and Chair-
person for Economics

To the Edilor,

I am wriling 10 cxpress my
deepgratitude to Lauri Smeltzer
lor having the strength 1o break
the silence that often surrounds
sexual assault crimes. The cou-
rageous acts of telling her sober-
ing story and signing her name
during such adifficult time merit
the utmost admiration and sup-
port. Women and girls cvery-
where benefit [rom the display
ol such exemplary lortitude and
inspiring grace, from which all
can learn. THANK YOU,
LAURI!

Incidentally, il T may don my
professional cap and suggest the
added benefits of accurate phras-
ing in other articles and letters
relating to this matter: as a col-
lcague pointed out, the sexual
assault was ACTUAL, not AL-
LEGED. Inourcurrent “justice”
system, “alleged” is an adjective
we can usc for the perpetrator
only.

Roscannc Hoelel
Prolcssor of English and
Women’s Studics

By Jason Ricks
Assistant Copy Editor

Here we are, half way to mid-term
break. How are your grades?
Chances are you have somewhat of
a clue in most of your classes, since
by now you have submitted at lcast
one form of graded work; whether it
wasa lesl, quiz, paper, in-class wril-
ing assignment or even atiendance
quizzes. Ah yes, the ever so detri-
mental-to-your-future atiendance
quiz.

It seems to me that if a student is
intelligent and capable enough Lo
pass a class by doing the assigned
work (not busy work), laking the
tests and the exam by studying from
the book, then shouldn’t that student
receive his/her due grade? I under-
stand that most homework assign-
ments are given to reinforce what is
taughtin lecture, however many as-
signments, sometimes easy--some-
timesdifficult, are nothing more than
tedious applications of basic con-
cepts that do nothing but wasle a
Student's time; times/he could be
utilizing studying for higher priority
classes.

We gotocollege toacquire knowl-
edge. Granted, we pay through the
nose forthe privilege to attend classes
loreceivecreditand adiplomawhich
certifies that we have acquired that
knowledge, but honestly, does it re-
ally matter whether or not a student
attendedevery single class orevenif
s/he missed more than three days, if
s/he still manages to do well in the
course?

I understand professors usually
cover many things in class that arc
notcoveredin thebook, butshouldn’t
it be the student’s cheice as 1o
whether or not s/he needs the ben-
efits of attending lecturc? Further-
more, these sorts of quizzes, along
with assignments that are gencrally
nothing more than busy work, arc
usually assigned in lower level, dis-

Is attendance necessary?

tributive classes—classes most stu-

dents hold as their lower prioritics

while placing emphasis on those per-
taining Lo their majors and carcer
goals. Scems logical.

However, students are far oo {re-
quently penalized, sometimes bru-
tally at the whim of a moody or
biased professor who sces “‘toomany
emply chairs,” by busy work assign-
ments and ‘“‘sign your name on a
shect of paper” quizzes. Besides,
I’ve always gotlen the impression
from professors that they prefer small
classes and that most of them are in
this profession because they enjoy
the satisfaction of having a student
actually learn from him/her. Thus,
the sometimes smaller class size
should be a bonus since it is likely
thatthe pcople whoare atlending arc
the oncs who want (o learn or who
need the attention of the prolessor.

Yes, I understand the notion of
wanting 1o grant benevolence 1o
thosc students who loyally atiend
lecture day in and day out (like my-
sell, gencrally). That’s wonderlul,
and I'welcome the bonus points, [or
thatisexactly what they should be—
bonus points. I am sick of classes in
which 20 percent ol your grade is
based on atlendance quizzes—it’s
simply unfair.

There is also thecounter-argument
thatyourcally shouldn’t worry about
grades, aslong asyou learn the facts,
methods, concepts, cle. True. How-
ever, forthose of us pursuing gradu-
ate and professional schools, grades
do matlter.

I just feel that il a student can
achicve optimum scores on tests and
papers, those cvents which exem-
plily his/her knowledge on tLhe
subject(s), then that student should
receive an optimum grade in the
course, regardless ol whether s/he
happencd Lo miss a couple quizzes
or simply did not need 10 altend
lecture.
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