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Board of Trustees implement interactive format

By William S. Hull
News Editor

Future dreams and goals for Alma
College took a giant step toward
reality last Thursday and Friday
when the Board of Trustees met for
its 1993 winter meeting. The meel-
ing introduced a new [ormal cre-
ated by President AlanJ. Stone and
Chairman of the Board Larry Beck.

“They (Stone and Beck) wanted
to get the Board more involved asa
whole, I felt it went quite success-
fully,” said senior Associate Trustee
Scott Schoessel.

“Itis good for the Board to talk to
each other, we had students and
faculty in each group,” said Stone.

The meeling ran through the
yearly business and then divided
into groups of six people per table
to discuss the College’s tuture en-
rollment. Each table received the
same four questions to answer and
discuss. The questions were: (1)
The advantages and disadvantages
of increasing enrollment Lo 1,350;
(2) List five qualities to maintain
Alma’s current status; (3) List five

ways of maintaining the current
level of quality at Alma if enroll-
mentisincreased to 1,350 students;
and (4) Where are the resources for
this growth going to come from?
All ideas were recorded for future
use and reference.

“The trustees at my lable were
very receptive to the feeling the
students expressed,” said Noreen
Lyall, junior associate trustee.

“They really wanted (o know
more what we wanted,” said
Schoessel.

Discussion continued for roughly
an hour. At the end of individual
discussion, each group shared its
answers. Because of Lly\\fariely of
answers each group,bid a second
chance (o give an answer not yet
given by another group.

“The principal quality that must
be maintained is the faculty to stu-
dent ratio,” said Stone.

Crowding in the library and the
need for more intramural space fol-
lowed the student to faculty ratio,
rounding out the list of top con-
cerns.

“The primary thing to do is main-

tainquality...Ireally think thatcame
across as the critical issue,” said
Provost Ann Stuart.

Increasing enrollment to 1,350
students allowed for one advan-
tage most everyone in attendance
agreed upon—the ability to add
more professors to eventually re-
duce the student to faculty ratio
over the next few years.

Each trustee will receive alist of
the meeting’s ideas, good and bad,
concerning the future enrollment
of Alma, so further thought may be
given to the topic before the spring
Board meeting. A final decision
may be made at the spring Board
meeting regarding these proposed
ideas. The current admissions lev-
els and the final budget numbers
will factor into the trustees’ deci-
sions.

Commenting on the experience
and the use of this format in future
Board meetings, Lyall said, “It was
a completely different kind of in-
teraction. I feel it will bring stu-
dents, faculty and trustees closer
together in the future.”

Yearly business included budget

hikes [or the upcoming year—a
four percent increase in salaries
and a six percent increase in (u-
ition. Plans fora new phone system
and switch to be included in the
budget to accommodate the Heri-
tage Performing Arts Cenler were
also mentioned.

The Board also approved faculty
tenure and promotions. Carol
Bender, assistant professor of En-
glish; John Ottenholf, associate
professor of English and George
Choksy, associale professor and
chairperson of cconomics, received
tenure. Meanwhile, three faculty
received promotions: Melissa
Strait, from assistant professor of

chemistry 1o associale professorof

chemistry, John Arnold, associate
prolessor of German to prolessor
of German and Timm Thorsen, as-
sociate professor and chairperson
of sociology Lo professor of sociol-
ogy.

The Board also bestowed profes-
sorEmeritus Status upon Hal Slater,
associale prolessor and chairper-
son ol mathematics, Charles Gray,
profcssor of exercise and health

scicnces and Philip Griffiths, chair-
person of theaterand dance. Emeri-
tus Status is a special award given
toretiring faculty who have worked
at Alma for an extensive time and
have shown great quality over those
years.

Other Board actions included:

approving the names for gradua-
tion pending the Registrar’s (inal
approval and approving the award-
ing of three honorary degrees Lo
individuals who remain undis-
closed at this time.

Most attending members [elt the
meeting went well. The different

style allowed members to partici-
pate in the meeting and more easily

voice what they felt were impor-
lant issues.

“Itallowed everyone an opportu-
nily o express one’s thoughts...It
made il a parlicipatory meeling,”

said Stuart.

Stone claimed the meeting was

one of the best he had attended. He

followedsaying;“Someof the trust-
ees felt it was the best meceting they
have had.”

Switch-A-Day proves to be learning experience for all

By Maria Stephens
Freelance Writer

It’s the stuff of daydreams and
self-righteous complaints: “Well,
if I ran this school...” “If 1 were
President...”

It’s also the thought a student
can’thelpbut harbor, as s/he rushes

* from class to work (o study 10 ex-

tracurricular activity, in a blur that
exlends from the earliest class until -
the wee hours of the night (or morn-
ing): “Do ‘they’ [faculty, adminis-

- tration] really know whatmy day is

like? Sure, they all did it at some
time, but is it like childbirth, where
you forget the pain?”

The Senior Challenge
Committee’s “Swilch-A-Day”
raffle offered one lucky student the
chance to see these daydreams and
wonderings fulfilled. Senior Katy
Hamtak was this student, whose
name was picked out of a hat by
President AlanJ.Stoneto swilch-a-
day with the President: he would
take her schedule, she his.

“Al first I just bought the raffle
ticket from Jen Clement as sortof a
joke.Ineverreally thoughtI’'d win,”
said Hamtak. Nonetheless, she
found the day very enlightening,
she said.

“It gave me the opportunity 10
find out about all the management
that goes in to the administration of
the College,” she said.

Hamtak’s day began with the

weckly Executive Committee meet-
ing with Vice Presidents Jon
Groteluschen, John Seveland and
Ann Stuart. “I got to see how the
administration of the College is
organized into these separate com-
ponents, headed by each Vice-
President,” said Hamtak.

Next, Hamtak was taken on a
tour of the new Heritage Perform-
ing Arts Center currently under
construction. “I think we tend to
take facilities like this for granted
once we have them, and so il was
good Lo see all the effort that goes
into making something like this,”
she said. .

Hamtak also spoke to Athletic
Director Deb Mapes about the ex-
ercise center which will go in the
dance studio of the new Heritage
Center. The center will include
treadmills, bikes, “steppers” and
nautilus-type equipment.

“This [exercise center] will give
us something to draw athletes 10
Alma, and will make us more com-
petitive in tlerms of exercise equip-
ment with other Michigan col-
leges,” said Hamiak.

Next Hamtak met with Liz Beck,
director of Marriott Food Service,
about proposed changes for next
year. “At first I thought it was kind
of a joke—meeting with the Food
Service, but I found out they really
are making some major changes
nexL year,” she said.

Included in these changes is a

" e

President Alan J. Stone and senior Katy Hamtak switch roles last Tuesday. Photo by M. Stargardt

major re-decoration and re-organi-
zation of Hamilton Commons,
which will give students more food
options. Alma Marriott will also
have more freedom to plan menus
according to studentinput, because
Marriott headquarters will no
longerrequire it to follow sct menu
plans.

While Hamtak was getting a peck
at future plans for Alma, President
Stone was experiencing Hamtak’s
typical Tuesday, which begins with

7 a.m. aerobics instruction.

Although Hamtak decided to get
a substitute instructor rather than
have Stone instruct, he still partici-
pated in the work-out.

“I’m not very rhythmic, so I had
to work about twice as hard as
everyone else. It took me several
hours to recover and [ was sore for
most of the rest of the week,” said
Stone.

Next he worked Hamtak’s shift
as receptionist at Wilcox Medical

Center, and then he went to her
biomechanics class, taught by Ex-
crcise and Health Science Assis-
tant Professor John Davis.

“He’s a wonderful teacher—
there’s a lot of give and take in his
lectures. [ had to caich on to the
terminology, but I learned a lot,”
said Stone. Daviscven asked Stone
a bil about his training for the box-
ing he did years ago.

Stone also attended Hamtak’s oil
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Inadequate education furthers racism in athletes
Problems of today require more attention from Black History Month

By Char Vandermeer
Freelance Writer

Black History Month is not
merely a lime to remember famous
African-Americans and their ac-
complishments. This special month
1s also a ume (o draw atlention Lo
currentproblems, Wednesday, Feb.
9, guest speaker Richard Lapchick
spoke on the world encompassing
issue ol racism in athletics.

“I’'m not a dispassionale ob-
server,” said Lapchick. In 1978,
Lapchick gained rgaiion-widc al-
tention for his work in preventing
South Africans from participating
in the Davis Cup. A lew days later,
he was scriously injured when two
apartheid supporters brutally as-
saulted him.

Such a violent incident only
strengthened Lapchick’s desire o
make a difference in the Lreatment
ol black athletes. Currently, he is
focusing on the inadequate cduca-
tion these athleles receive.

Functional illiteracy is a serious
problem among African-American
athletes. “We want to belicve they
are the exceptions, but this is just
notthe case,” said Lapchick. Of all
the African-American basketball
and [ootball players leaving high
school cach year, 20 percent to 30
percent fall into the category of
functionally illiterate.

“I thought that the statistics he
gavewere interesting and eye-open-
ing,” said [irst-year student Jen
Ryan.

However, this sentiment was not
sharcd by cveryone. Sophomore
Amy Doucetle said, “Although I
[ound some of the statistics sur-
prising, this topic has been thor-
oughly covered by the media.” .

History shows that colleges, cs-
pecially Division I schools, will
give special considerations Lo ath-
letes. Sadly, schools have let ath-
letes slip through without receiv-
ing an adequate education. Again,
Lapchick stresses, “the worst vic-
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tim is the black athlete.”

Positively, in 1983, Proposition
48 was passed. This proposition
requires a 2.0 high school grade
pointaverage and an ACT score of
15 to be eligible for college sports.

“Players produced academically
when they were challeaged to do
better,” remarked Lapchick. Prior
to 1981, 80 percent of black ath-
letes would not have been cligible
under this law. After 1983 how-
ever, all but 40 percent of the ath-
letes were cligible.

“I'thought it was extremely inter-
esting,andit’sashame more people
weren’L there,” said first-year stu-
dent Erin Bush.

While Black History Month is a
time to commemorate the strides
that have been made throughout
the pastcenturies, itisalsoa time Lo
confront current issucs such as the
lack of educationof Alrican-Ameri-
can athletes in today’s sociely.

English no longer one language

By Mike Walsh
Freelance Writer

Geneva Smitherman, a Univer-
sity Distinguished Professor at
Michigan State University and di-
rector of the Alrican-American
Language and Litcracy Program,
lectured last Thursday cvening on
the numerous faults of a national
language policy.

Smitherman felt that it is impor-
tant 10 “Recognize that those who
donot speak English need time and
encouragement to learn, but that
their ability to prosper over the
long-term requires [acility in the
dominant American language.” In
addition, Smitherman encouraged
“immigrants to retain their (irst lan-
guages, Lo pass them on (o their
children, and to celebrate the lile-
supporting customs ol their par-
cntsin the company of other Ameri-
cans ol differing backgrounds.” In
particular, Smitherman emphasized
Alrican-Americans have roots in
West Alrica: “The American term
“hip’ can be traced back o the West
African word ‘hepi” which means
Lo be aware,” she said.

Duringaseminar Thursday mom-
ing Smitherman outlined some dis-
Linctive aspects of Black English.

“Black English not only operates
outside the guidelines of standard
English, but it also has rules of its
own,” Smitherman explained. For
cxample, when blacks engage in
what scems (o be casual character
assassination, “anything goes so
long as iC’s not true.” Those unfa-
miliar with the unwritten rules ol
Black English might go (oo far and
actually  insult  somconc.
Smitherman related the time when
her son had auempted o interject
on such an occasion “when two

*

groups. Photo by M. Stargardt

fricnds had begun saying things
thateveryone knew Lo be true” and
wasrebufled with the comment “at
least my mom doesn’t get her [ur-
niture at the Goodwill.”

“English only”—as the movement
is icrmed—argued Smitherman, in
addition o being unnccessary, un-
realistic and counterproductive for
the nation asa whole would also be
unfair and dangerous, invasive and
cducationally unsound for the Af-
rican-American  community.
Smitherman labeled themovement
o pass legislation in Congress
mandating ‘English only’ uncon-
slitutional.

The more academic aspects of
her lecture appealed to linguists.
Linda Rashidi, assistant professor
ol English said, Smitherman “em-
phasized something important 1o
not just blacks but to everyone:
that is the importance of maintain-
ing onc’scthnicidentity along with
the importance of gaining fluency

Geneva Smitherman advocates language diversity amoung ethnic

in the mainstream society.”

Sara Groves, a junior majoring in
English, found Smitherman’s lopic
“appealing from both an academic
and a personal perspective.”

The audience as a whole re-
sponded favorably to Smitherman’s
examples from her personal life.
First-year student Supriya Saxcna
cmpathized with Smitherman’s
“being lorced to attend an English
proficiency seminar for an c¢m-
ployer, even though it must have
becn clear that she was in fact morc
than proficient.”

Saxena continued saying, “lor a
linguist and professor of English,
[Smitherman] was somewhat of a
disappointment as a communica-
tor.”

First-year student John Kapp
agreed that “the lecture was dry.”
However, he felt; “(Smitherman]
had some good points that we need
1o think about.”

Richard Lapchick discusses racism in athletics. Photo by M.

Stargard:
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TOP TEN SCARIEST
PEOPLE ON EARTH

Prune-eating Sumo wrestler.

High-rise window cleaner
with bladder problem.

Near sighted knife juggler.
Megalomaniac Third
World Dictators.

Grown men named “Biff.”

Heavily amed hot dog
vendors.

Carsick brother in the seat
next to you.

Brain surgeon with hiccups.
Anyone with a cranky
disposition and a chainsaw.
People who offer you drugs.
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Tax on phone bills added
to student costs

president.

The College is required o pay
the back taxes cavering the past
four years. “The [inal [igurcs are
not definite, but it looks like we
arc going o have (o pay about
$8.,000,” said Johnston.

Taxes will not be charged on
out-of-state calls. “We will only
apply the four percent sales Lax o
long distance calls to places in the
State of Michigan,” said Carol
Merchant, office manager for
physical plant.

“We had o integrate this new
procedure into our existing solt-
warc. It has not had any problems
ycl, but bugs in these Lypes of
things always scem Lo come up,”
said Johnston.

Students are not happy about

By Brett Powers
Staff Reporter

Screwed again. The [irst
thought, or at lcast one similar,
that entered the minds of most
Alma College students when
they received notification along
with their January phone bill of
the new [our percent state sales
tax on their phone calls. Alter
much unrest over FAC codes
and being charged cight cents
for local calls, it once again
looked as if the students were
geting the short end of the stick.
Nolt so. ;

The State of Michigan is the
one whorcally gets cheated here,
not the students. “We really
ncver considercd the students
having to pay tax; I guess we did
not sce far cnough into this,”
said John Johnston, Alma Col-
lege conuroller.

“The school 1s exempt from
paying taxes on its phone bills,
but the students aren’t. We were
wrong belore; students should
have been paying thisall along,”
said Johnston.

The mistake was discovered
in Octoberby asales tax auditor.
“Alter the auditor told us the
students should be paying tax on
their phone calls the state came
in and said we were going 10
have Lo pay the back Ltixes,” said
Alan J. Stone, Alma College

ing they have no voice in the
matter has brought about a realis-
tic perception of the tax. “I guess
its [air; our parents gettaxed. What
can you do?” said senior Katy
Hamtak.

“People arc unhappy about hav-
ing Lo pay more, but we talk about
wanting Lo reduce the deficit. We
have Lo eome (o terms with what
wercally want,” said senior Cathy
Tloczynski.

But, senior Matt Niclson best
summed up the new four pereent
sales tax on student phone bills
when he said, “I guess you gotla
do, what you gotla do.”

having to pay the tax, but know- -

Eyes on the Prize

By Jeff List
Freelance Writer

February celebrates Black His-
tory Month. In observation ol Black
History Month, Roseanne Hoclel,
professor of English and Co-chair
of the Alma College Task Force to
Enhance Diversity, sponsored, in
conjunction with the latter organi-
zation, a viewing ol the Eyes on the
Prize vidco/discussion serics in
Swanson Academic Center.

The scrics, which began last
week, had minimal attendance. At
one showing, only two pcople at-
tended. The presentation on Thurs-
day went unattended. Hoclel had
no explanation for the poor student
participation, and did not attributc
it to a lack of publicity around
campus.

“The series shows the breaking
apart of America and the struggle
1o get it back together. The scries
shows the reasons behind the move-
mentand why it was, and is, impor-
tant,” said scnior J.C. Clarkson,
who assisted with the presentation
of the series. The serics continues
through Feb. 17.

The Eyes on the Prize series de-
tils the struggleof African-Ameri-
canstoachieveequality in America.
The scries, in total, has 14 scclions
covering the Civil Rights move-
ment from 1965 Lo 1985.

As a linal cap (o the scrics, the
Co-Curricular Committee will
bring the series producer Juan Wil-
liams (o campus Wednesday, Iicb.
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17. Hoelcel stated the scrics was
intended to introduce Williams and
provide some background infor-
mation belore he arsived on cam-
pus, as well as o celebrate Black
History Month.

According 10 the Public Events
Winter Term 1993 flyer, Williams
is the author ol the highly-ac-
claimed PBS (clevisionserics, Eyes
on the Prize—America's Civil
Rights Years, 1954-1965, nol (o
mention an award-winning politi-
calanalystlor The Washinglon Post
anda [requentcommentatoron civil
rightsand politics. He appearsregu-
larly on PBS” “Washington Week
in Review,” “The MacNcil-Lehrer
News Hour” and others.

“It (the scrics) 1s a real cye-
opener,”™said Hoelcel, “Ithasalotto
ofler the students ol Alma,”

Video series fails to draw audience

Hoelcl stated activitics like the
serics will be pursued in the future.
As a member of the Celebrations
Subcommittecof the Diversity Task
Force, Hoefel will sponsor [uture
cvents Lo expand ali arcas of diver-
sity at Alma, not merely racial.

“I’m very committed 10 support-
ing the acceplance of varicd groups.
I think it is important Lo appreciale
others, and celebrate our differ-
ences. 1 have supporlted, for quite
some time, the inclusive nature of
the Task Force. By that, I mean that
we are not limiting ourselves 1o
racial diversitly, butappreciation of
women, those ol all sexual prefer-
ences and those with handicaps,”
said Hoefel.

Similar activities arc planned for
March designalcd as Womens’
History Month.
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Mock Rock succeeds despite poor contestant turnout

By Mike Walsh
Freelance Writer

Some people really know how
to have a good time. Saturday
night’s Mock Rock competition
made up in audience enthusiasm
what it lacked in quantity of per-
[ormers. ‘

Mock Rock was sponsored by
the Alma College Union
Board(ACUB). Junior Dan
Baker and scnior Andy Sutton,
along with the rest of the mem-
bers of the Union Board, should
be complimented on the organi-
zation of this year’s Mock Rock
competition.

Belore the acts took the stage,
comedian Mary Ellen Hooper
kept the crowd in sttches with
her gender-biased humor. Fe-
males in the audience found
Hooper more (o their liking than
did males. Hooper’s straight-
[rom-the-gutter-to-youstyle had
a broad appeal duc to 1S base-
ness. Afterall,“Vulgaris funny,”
observed [1rst-year student Mike
Zahn.

Senior Audrey Gillipsie
pointed out that ACUB; insched-
uling acts, “trics to get perform-
ers that appeal Lo the diverse hu-
mors and inlerests on campus,”
and that it is a gamble as far as
who will like which acts.”.

The acts followed Hooper and
were divided into large-group and
small-group categories.

The MachoMen of Third West
Mitchell were truly sui generis.
First-year students Greg Kolander,
Zahn, Adam Hines, James Compau,
Josh Dinsmore, Chad Mills, John

Whether or not
they were acting,
the Macho Men of
Third West
Mitchell repeated
as champs in the
large-group cat-

egory.

Gamble, Marty Engel, junior Brad
Engel and seniors Bill Nelson and
Mike Peterson, broke out their Sun-
day-best attire for an incbriating
performance of [ Like Beer.

Whether or not they were acting,
the Macho Men of Third West
Milchell repeated as champs in the
large-group category.

Interestingly, because of the lack
of participation, the second place
prize in the large-group calegory
was not distributed. “There were
other acts, but they dropped out,”
said Gillipsie.

Sean Toomer, R.J. Raleigh, Co-
lon Lewis and Calvin Wocdard—
the Homeboys—took first place in
the small-group category. A $225
prize-check made them the big
winners of the evening.

Seniors Lauri LaBeau Constance
Gulczinskiand Colleen Wrublcand
junior Kelly Jaster were runncr-
ups in the small-group category as
En Vogue. They won a quick and
easy $125.

Juniors Sean Seveland, Malt
LaJune and Brian Hood and sopho-
more Nick Chiodini performed
New Edition’sAny Heartbreak,bul
wenthome uncompensated for their
cffort.

Regardless of the brevity of the
performers list, the perennially
popular event drew an audicnce of
600 plus. The turnout matched last

year’s and a good time was had by

all.

Upcoming ACUB events include
a coffee-house with ‘Theresa’ on
Feb. 26, as wellas the ever-popular
[rish Pub.on Mar. 13. ‘Innovation,’
ahighenergy hip-hop act, will play
al the latter event.

Constance Gulczinski, Colleen Wruble, Lauri LaBeau and Kelly
Jaster strut their stuff at Mock Rock. Photo by L. Shoemaker

Linguist promotes language of Wider Communication

By Katie Novak
Feature Editor

In an interview during her visit
Thursday, Feb. 11, Geneva
Smitherman, distinguished profes-
sor of linguistics at Michigan State
University and an internationally
rccognized expert on African-
American speech, offcred her per-
spective on important aspects of
the education ol multicultural stu-
dents and discussed some of her
own work.

KN: What do multicultural stu-
dents face in today’s classroom,
with today’s curriculum?

GS: One thing that they face, and I
think it is problemalic, is a tcacher
who, however well-intentioned and
well-meaning he or she may be,
docs not have the knowledge base
ol multicultural content. And that
goces lormulticultural teachers 0o,
because they have not been trained
in Alrican history or African-
Amcrican history, lor example. [
think that poses a problem for stu-
dents in the sense that they are
looking [or something (o reinflorce
their sense of themsclves, their
knowledge of theirown culturec and
history, and the tcacher may be
clfectively sympathetic but
cognitively not equipped. I think
that is a [ailure on the part of the
schools ol education and of col-
legesand universities because that’s
where the teachers are trained.

KN: What are some important
things, then, that educators need

to realize and could do in teach-
ing multicultural students?

GS: They’ve got to do some read-
ing outsidcof theclassroom. Idon’t
mean this to be heavy reading...l
rcad YSB, (Young Sisters and Broth-
ers).Il’sablack magazine foryoung
teenagers... [ want to know what’s
going on with them..I could read
books by some of the cxperts on
raising black children, but I could
also get an entertaining as well as
informational survey by reading
somcthing like YSB. Look at the
popular culture, that’s what I'm
saying: Pecople could rcad these
magazines, watch the movies that
come out occasionally and films
that are available, go to museum
exhibits. Detroit is not that far from
here, and the African-American
Muscum has wonder(ul, exciting
exhibits. You’ve got (o get the
knowledge base.

KN: How do you-think a teacher
should approach the subject of
Standard American English, or
whatis the problem with the way
this topic is approached cur-
rently?

GS: For starters, we (the profes-
sors [ work with at MSU) are pro-
moting the Language of Wider
Communication. When you say
Standard English, to me as a lin-
guist that has a scientific meaning,
but to the popular mind, to some-
onc on the outside, Lo say standard
means there is a substandard or a
nonstandard. The term is an unfor-
tunate one. We talk about the lan-
guage of wider communication,

which is the language all pcople
need to know which lets them com-
municate outside their own com-
munity, whatever that happens to
be.

Think of, secondly, making stu-
dentsmultilingual so the goal is not
to replace a person’s native lan-
guage or native dialect, but to add
o it. And this goes for students
who come from the language of
wider communication community,
typically middle class and Euro-
pean American students. Theyneed
loknow a language other than their
own, 100, for them (o be multilin-
gual... So, we are now promoting
the National Language Policy, the
goal of which would be to make all
Americans multilingual. You can
think of, then, making students
multilingual; you are expanding,
not taking away what they have.

KN: To switch to your own ca-
reer specifically, would you de-
scribe your involvement with the
1979 Ann Arbor case in which
theschool board was sued for not
properly educating young black
children? What impact do you
think the case had thenand now?
GS: I was the chief expert witness
for the children. I think it had a
tremendous impact far beyond the
local legal case...As an educalor
and a linguist, I don’t think it did
not need to be appealed to sel a
precedent for us in the educational
linguistic world. It really made
peopleaware. Itsaid: “Hey, every-
body look, there is something go-
ing on here in a different speech

community, and it’s not being ad-
dressed.” Whatisthis language that
linguists have been studying forall
these years, and how does it affect
the way kids are lcarning, how
tleachers perceive the abilities of
these children to lcam? What is the
obligation of the school Lo teach
thesechildren, despite the language
they bring with them?

School districts all over the coun-
try began Lo re-cvaluate their poli-
cies about placing linguistic mi-
nority kids in special cducation
classes (as Ann Arbor had done).
They had (o call this into question.
Schools of education had to call
into question how their teachers
were being trained, if they were
being trained to deal with this new
multidiverse, multilingual popula-
tion. School districts started hav-
ing workshops to help tleachers deal
with this, and it spilled out to in-
clude the Native American and
Spanish students.~ I still sec the
impacttoday; the influence hasbeen
far-reaching.

KN: What was involved in creat-
ing your mentoring program in
the Detroit Public Schools, My
Brother’s Keeper? How have
these young children benefited?
GS: This is a mentoring program
for the Alrican-American elemen-
lary kids, focusing primarily on
black males who are struggling in
our socicty. It involves African-
American studentsat MSU who go
to the Detroitelementary schools—
we were al the Malcolm X Acad-
emy this ycar—on Saturdays and

interact with the kids, tutor, take
them on field tips. The kids also
get Lo visit campus with their men-
lors, go Lo classes and hang out in
the dorms. They gel Lo experience
aspects of college lile. The idea is
Lo start getting them to think about
going Lo college which means they
must finish high school first...This
catches them in the fourth and fifth
grades belore it is (oo late.

We’ve been very successful with
My Brother’s Keeper; there’s a
greatneed for that. You can sce the
impact already, and we’ve only
been doing this for two or three
years...With all of the problems
with no money, the buses breaking
down, all that notwithstanding, 75
percent of these kids scored at or
above grade level on the California
Achievement Tests in math and
reading.

Geneva Smitherman. File photo
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By Sara Groves
Staff Reporter

Oh, how I love going to col-
lege in Alma. While many col-
lege towns come complete with
the so-called college scene (i.c.
college bands, colfcc houscs,
cool bars that have bands play,
ctc.), Almahas the Highlandaur.
And, for some strange reason,
that seecms o make up for all
that Alma is missing.

I’ve always cnvisioned my-
self as an “intellectual,” wear-
ing a black urdeneck and a
berel, hdn&,ms,ouldlbdrs where
people grab the mike and say
things like, “Dogs bite hitch-
hikers on the Great American
Highway.” I envisioned mysclf
Sipping on cappuccino, smok-
ing a long, skinny cigaretle in a
back corner, snapping my fin-
gers and whispering, “Shalom.
The beal goes on.”

I never envisioned mysell
hanging out at a bowling alley/
bar, munching popcorn, drink-
ing cheap beer and discussing

—Entertainment Review by Sara Groves

Highlandaur serves as off campus hang-out

the plusses and minuses of dating a
guy who was in a [raternity. But, in
my sad Alma reality, this is what I
do. And cven sadder is that I thor-
oughly enjoy myself.

The Highlandaur is one of the
coolest bars on carth. [ don’t think
I’d be going out on a limb if I said
that probably very few college stu-
dents in the world would jump at
the opportunity to hang out at such
a finc establishment. For places
like the Highlandaurare often filled
with the dreaded townie. Granted,
the Highlandaur does have its fair
sharc of local yokels, but this only
makes the barmoreinteresting. The
townies and the college students
mix together graciously, helping 1o
create that ‘down home flavor’ that
the city of Alma secems Lo 00z¢ oul
ol cvery pore.

Not only does the Highlandaur
have a greatatmosphere, butitalso
has pretty cheap drinks and free
popcorn. A pitcher goes for around
$5.50; mixed drinks range [rom
$1.50 10 $4.00, and shots start at
$1.50.

The drinks may be relatively in-

expensive, but they aren’t walered
down like in some lesser-known
watering holes. Depending on your
tolerance, you can gel pretly
schnockered for $10 to $20.

“The drinks are strong. I like it
here,” said junior Liberty Reiter
after onc long night at the
Highlandaur.

And the Highlandaur may not
have live bands, but they do have
karaoke every Friday night. And
let me be the one to attest that itis
far more fun 1o watch your [riends
make fools of themselves than it is
to watch a bunch ol pcople you
don’teven know who have dreams
of landing arecording contract with
RCA.

So, the Highlandaur may not be
the coffee house you envisioned
yourself in, but life isn’t always
what you expected it to be. Go,
have a beer and eat some frce pop-
corn anyway. Have a fcw more
beers and then karaoke. And while
you’re up there belting out the tunes,
ask yourself where else you could
have that much fun. And then go
have another beer.

The Highlandaur.

Photo by J. Dial

Grlfflths to wind up career with Shakespeare production

Phillip Griffiths. Photo by M. Stargardt

By Brett Powers
Staff Reporter

At the end of this term Philip
Griffiths, professor and chair ol
theater and dance, will retire [rom
Alma after serving here 27 ycars.
But right now, Griffiths 1s busy
directing his last play—William
Shakespeare’s Much Ado About
Nothing.

“The process of rehearsal is rigid,
demanding and time consuming,
especially since this is such a large
cast, so [ really don’t think aboul
this being my last play ,” explained
Griffiths. “I’'msureas we getcloser
and into the dress rehearsals that |
will realize this is the last one.”

Griffiths directed many plays in
hisalmost three-decade careerhere,
and a few stand outasspecial. “T"ve
done all kinds of plays at Alma
College: musicals, dramas, com-
edies, buta few like A Funny Thing
Happenedonthe Way o the ['orum
and Antigony, which is a modern
rewrile of a Greek play, werc greal
to do,” said Griffiths.

Some of the students Griffiths
has worked with have gone on Lo
New York, and have become pro-
fessional actors and actresscs.

Griffiths has noticed two trends
aver the years. “There are not near
the number of theater majors that
there once were; I think people are
scarcd they will notbe able Lo geta
job with a theater major. Students
who getinvolved in plays scem 10
do so in large groups. 'l get a big
group of pcople who will come in,
and for four ycars they will domi-
nate thedepartment; and when they
graduate, there always seems LO be
another group right behind them,”
said Griffiths.

Much Ado About Nothing has a
very interesting setting; Griffiths
has changed the setlting Lo the west-
cm territorics in the 1850s.

“Whenever someonc puls on onc
of Shakespearc’s plays they have
what they call their own unigue
concept. I thought that by putting
the setting in the U.S. that it would
make it a little more accessible 1©
the student body as a whole. Lalso

463-3333
123 E. Superior St.

BOB MOORE
FLOWERS
Visit Your Campus Florist Today

HOURS:

MON. - WED. 9:30 - 5:30 PM
THURS. 9:30-9:00 PM
FRI. 9:30 - 9:00 PM

SAT. 9:30 - 5:00PM

105 W. SUPERIOR ST.
DOWNTOWN ALMA

(517)463-1865

chdngcd some of the ‘thee’s’ and

‘thou’s’ to ‘me’s” and ‘you’s’. Bul
for the most part it is straight
Shakespcare. Plus, Shakespeare
borrowed the story from an [talian,
so many of the characters' names
have similar sounding names Lo the
large Spanish population in Cali-
fornia in the time ol our play. So
think all the small changes work
well together and are reasonable,”
said Griffiths.

After the play is overand Griffiths
givesa speech at Honors Convoca-
tion, he and his wile are packing up
the truck and heading for New Y ork,
justoutside of Albany. “We have a
house there...my wile’s house ac-
tually. We plan on sculing there.
We have spent most of our sum-
mers there, and we really like the

arca.” said Grilfiths.

For Alma's best
pizza call...

PIZZA

SAM'S

463-3881
463-3910
Open:
Weekdays at 3p.m.
Sat. & Sun. 12p.m.
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By Maria Stephens
Freelance Writer

Here’s Part II of our Black
History Month Quiz. An-
swers appear on p. 6.

1. In 1955, in Montgomery,
AL, this brave African-
Amecrican woman rcfused to

awhite manand wasarrested.
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
called for an African-Ameri-
can bus boycott which
sparked the Civil Rights
Movement.

2. Name the woman who, in
1905, invented a hair soft-
cner, grower and straighten-
ing comb, thatrevolutionized

surrender her scat on abus Lo

the cosmetics industry in the Afri-
can-Americancommunity. She be-

came the [irst African-American,

sclf-made millionaire in America.
3.Thisoutstanding African-Ameri-
can woman rose [rom a fieldhand
picking cotton Lo the position of
confidante and advisor to Franklin
Roosevelt. The 17th child of share-
cropping parents, this outstanding
educator founded and built a well-
known liberal arts college that bears
her name.

4, Name the famous agricultural-
chemist whose crop research at the
Tuskegee Institute led to better and
more productive farming in the
South. He also discovered a multi-
tude of products and uses for the
soybean, peanut and sweel potato.
5. In 1940, this important African-

Black History Quiz

American educator and founder of
the Tuskegee Institute became the
first African-American Lo be fca-
tured on a postage stamp, belong-
ing to the “Famous American” se-
ries.

6. This prolific writer, philosopher
and political organizer graduated
from Fisk University and then went
on to Harvard from 1888 to 1892.
He was a principal organizer of the
NAACP and editor of its publica-
tion, The Crisis. His most famous
work was The Souls of Black [olk.
7. During the decade after World
War [, an exciting cultural move-
ment emerged in the African-
Americancommunity, aresurgence
of Alrican-American literaturc, art,
music and politics; it was named
afterawell-knownNew York com-

Part 11

munity.

8. This pralific poct, novel-
is, essayist and world trav-
cler flourished during the
cultural movement men-
ioned above. Onc of his
mostfamous poems, A River
Speaks of the Rivers, inspirced
the theme of the Alrican-
American Pavilion at the
1984 world’s [air.

9.Namc the African-Ameri-
can poct, who in 1950, be-
came the first Alrican-
Amcrican 10 win a Pulitzer
Prizc.

10. This Alrican-Amcrican
woman, a [igurc skater, be-
camc the first Alrican-
American 10 win a medal at
the 1988 Winter Olympics.

LA TN

'"The Best of Alma'
featured at Mitchell
Hall food expo

Molly Delind, Julie Jolinston and Marty Engel enjoy the free
food at Mitchell Hall. Photo by P. Sandberg

Choir prepares for
Spring break tour

By Christy DeBurton
Freelance Writer

Are you lucky enough (o be heading south for Spring Break? If you're
one of the 36 members of the Alma College Choir you are. This year the
choir is going on a one-week whirlwind tour that takes it from Alma o
Alabama and back again, with several stops [or concerts in between.

Cincinnati, Ohio marks the first concert stop on Friday, Feb. 26. From
there, the choir will travel to Brevard, North Carolina, stopping at the
Biltmore Estate, a famous mansion built by the Vanderbilts that rivals
many of the great European estates. The next several days include stops
at Warren Wilson College in the mountains of Swannanoa, North
Carolina, the alma mater of George Gazmarian, profcssor of business,
and Atlanta, Georgia, to perform songs for Alma alumni in the arca.

During the week, the choir will also continue the exchange with
Stillman College in Tuscaloosa, Alabama. '

“We wanted to be sure to stop at Stillman as part of a continuing
relationship between our schools,” said Will Nichols, associate professor
of music and choir director. The group then heads to Tennessee and
Kentucky, performing one concert in Nashville and two in Louisville
which, as Nichols explains, has become the center of the Presbyterian
Church in the United States. And for the last segment of its journey, the
choir will stop in Chicago to catch a performance ol Miss Saigon.

The choir plans Lo give a two-part concert at cach ol its slops—one part
consisting of sacred music and the other sccular. The sacred hallincludes
several songs about the Virgin Mary in Latin, Spanish and English, and
several African-Amecrican (raditional songs such as My Soul's been
Anchored in the Lord and Out in the Fields with God. The choir is also
planning to sing a new piece by a Georgian composer John Ratledge, and
has even invited Ratledge to attend onc of its concerts to hear his picce
performed. Michigan Morn and sclect Canadian, Hungarian, Serbian
and, finally, Scottish songs comprise the secular portion of the concerts.

Preparing for a tour of this magnitude requires a lotof work. Besides the
choir’s regular Monday-Wednesday-Friday practices, choir members
have also been meeting for two hours every Thursday night.

Choir members look forward to the waveling. “We have certain
rchearsal days that sound good—and when we sound good, we really
sound good. I'm hoping that our performances go as well as a good
rehearsal day,” said junior Kelly Marino.

HAIR
BENDERS,
LTD.

TANNING

e Right Now Enjoy
30 days for $30.00

NEW Wollf tanning bed!

Close to campus
Open Mon. thru Sat.

Offer expires Feb.28th

HELP WANTED
* EXTRA INCOME "93" #

Earn $200-$500 weekly mailing 1993 UWTI
travel brochures. For more information
send self addressed stamped envelope to:
Travel INC., P.O. Box 2530, Miami, FL 33161

~ Thursday Feb. 18
- Bruske Hall Program:
Personality Survey with

JonictaStorie:

- Recepuon: Hugh Tlmlm
MU artist-in-residence.
7 p.m., Clack Art Center

 Lunch 1230<tpm.

Panel Discussion 1 p.m _
_ Heather Room, Tyler
. VanDusen Student Cenl

 Alma

*UB Colfechouse
~ 8p.m. VanDusen

Black History
quiz answers

1. Rosa Parks

2. Madame C.J. Walker

3. Mary McLeod Bethune
4. George Washington Carver
5. Booker T. Washington

6. W.E.B. DuBois

7. Harlem Renaissance

8. Langston Hughes

9. Gwendolyn Brooks

10. Debi Thomas
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Jaster leads Scots to convincing 75-46 victory
.Calvin, Adrian rematches to decide MIAA

*
By Mike Walsh
Freelance Writer
+ In defeating Kalamazoo 75-46
. Saturdayafternoon, Almaextended
its winning streak that began back
*in January (o ninc games, and set
+the stage for this week’s dramatic
«litle-deciding clashes against
Calvin and Adrian.

Junior center Katie Mans’ (15.5
*ppg) reduced role duc to illness
sprovided a minor challenge to a
Jleam that Coach Charlic Goffnett

praised for “no matter the
*circumstances...finding a way 10
»win.”
« All 11 players saw action in this
, game in which the Scots easily

added on to their 39-18 halftime
*lead. The Scots had the game so
+well in hand by intermission, that
3 the day’s excitement for the crowd

was when word quickly swept
* through the stands that Calvin had
: defeated Adrian 88-81 inovertime,
, lonow leave only Almaand Calvin

tied for first-place in the MIAA.
* Juniorforward Kelly Jaster turned
vin a sterling performance for the
, Scots scoring 23 points on 10-13
_shooting from the [ield, including
* 3_6accuracy from behind the three-
* point line. “She would be my pick
. for player-of-the-weck,” said
, Goflnett,

Senior guard Colleen Wruble,

¥

By Bill Ballenger
» Freelance Writer

With a week of rest lollowing
¥ their thrilling overtime triumph
versus chiel necmesis Albion, the
men’s varsity basketball squad trav-
eled 1o Kalamazoo. The Scots had
hoped o avenge an carlicr 76-71
defcal—their only MIAA loss at
, Cappaert Gymnasium—to avoid a
Hornel swecp.

But Kalamazoo, led by a suflo-
» cating defense which limited the
. Scots’ upstart to 18 of 61 shooting
from the field (28 percent), pre-
vented the Scots from winning their
* first MIAA away match, 72-57.
« The loss dropped Alma to 9-13
overall and 4-6 versus lcague com-
petition.

The Scots trailed 31-30 after a
physical [irst half. A pair of frec
throws by sophomore forward Todd
Blomquist put Alma on top, 35-34,
with 14:48 to play. But Kalamazoo
crupted for 12 points in justover a

¢« minute, whilealso holding the visi-
" ors scoreless, to reclaim the lead,
46-35. It was a lead Kalamazoo
would never relinquish, as the Scots
s could getnocloser thaneightpoints
the rest of the way.

Blomquist led the Scots with 14
points, and junior point guard

-

-

-

v

despite sitting out the much of the
first half because of foul trouble,
scored seven points, dished out six
assists and, along with junior Tara
Sherman, led the team with six
rcbounds. Sherman and sophomore
Michclle VanDamme each put up
eight points. Senior Lauri LaBeau,
first-ycar player Ashley Reagh and
sophomore Terri Hogan all had
seven points in a well-balanced
scoring effort.

Perhaps duc to Mans’ illness and
Wruble’s foul trouble, the first half
seemed sluggish. However, in the
end, the Scots had little trouble in
dispensing of their opponent on the
way Lo a ninth consecutive victlory.
Alma’s combination of excellent
shooting—53 percent from both
the floor and three-point range,
along with strong defense—forc-
ing 28 wrnovers, proved to be 100
much for Kalamazoo.

Jaster feltthe team’s performance
Lo be indicative of their “peaking at
the right time.”

The victory over Kalamazoo im-
proved Alma’s record o 9-1 in
conference play (14-6 overall) and
placed their MIAA destiny firmly
in their own hands. Alma is cur-
rently tied with Calvin for the league
lead, while Adrian lurks just one
game behind the leaders.

A win tomorrow in the decisive
game against Calvin ensures Alma

Reggic Reed added 12. Sophomore
center Matt Lotterman snagged
seven rehounds.

“The rest didn’t help us oul 100
much,” said Blomquist.“Weplayed
sloppy—especially offensively.”

“We played all right in the [lirst
half,” said Reed. “But they just
killed us inside in the second half,
and they started to also hit [rom the

Junior Colon Lewis drives for the basket us Sophomo

ashare of the MIAA title. In the last
meeting between the Lwo teams on
Jan. 16, the Scots recorded an in-
spiring 85-70 victory. However,
the Scots also would need a win
Saturday when Adrian visits
Cappaert Gymnasium to give Alma
the title outright.

Mans said, “Nothing is a given al
this pointin the season. We have 1o
just play this week one game al a
time.”

Goffnett felt that although this
will be a tough week, “This team’s
competitiveness and desire to win
are exceptional.” He concluded,
“They will do fine,” if the team
playslike they did Saturday against
Kalamazoo.

Alma is currently ranked seventh
behind Calvin (third) and Adrian
(fourth) in the NCAA Division I1I
Great Lakes Regional Poll.

outside.”

“No one played that well,” Reed
later added.

“We just couldn’t hit our shots,”
remarked Coach Bob Eldridge.
“Their defense had something (o
do with it, but we had many open
shotsthat justdidn’t fall. After their
12-0run, we couldonly getitdown
to eight. We just couldn’t get over

L RN

Saturday. Photo by R.J. Webber.

that hump.”

“Weplayed well defensively, and
both of us only had 15 turnovers,”
Eldridge summarized. “But when
you shoot only 28 percent, you arc
notL going 1o win Loo many games.”

The Scots host first-place Calvin
this Wednesday and head to Adrian
on Saturday o challenge the hap-
less Bulldogs.

Senior Colleen Wruble fights for the ball against Kalaniazoo on

Scots prove ineffective on the road, lose 72-57

re Matt Lotterman looks on during a previous game against Albion. Photo by J. Dial
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I.M. Building

I.M. Building may be looming on the horizon

By Brett Powers
Staff Reporter

Walk into the Physical Educa-
tion Center anytime of the day
and you sce enormous amounts
of activity. Everything from
women’s and men’s basketball,
Lo intramural sports, Lo acrobics,
1o Excreise and Health Science
classes using the building day
and night. Plus, now that the
spring sports have started prac-
ucing, the P.E. Center has be-
come super-saturated with
people.

But, in the final results of the
Student Long-Range Planning

Commitlee’s survey, an intramural
building was not one ol the top
prioritics. “Out of the eight or so
major proposals on the list, the IM
building came out way near the
bottom of the list,” said junior Aaron
Howald, member of the Student
Long-Range Planning Commitlee.

There were Ltwo surveys given
out by the Student Long-Range
Planning Committee in the fall of
1992. The first one asked students
Lo state their interests in what the
College should pursue as goals in
the next four years.

“In the first survey about 77 per-
centof the students who responded
wanted a new IM building,” ex-

plained Howald. “The students
want an IM building, but they want
other things more.”

In the second survey the students
were asked to rank all their pos-
sible goals in order of importance.
This second survey is where the
intramural building was shown as
nol having much support.

“The (second) survey was worded
insuchaway that the students were
asked to choose between apples
and oranges,” said Associate Ath-
letic Director Bob Eldridge. “Ofl
course, they picked computers and
books over an IM building; that is
always going to happen. They
should have had to choose between

something like a new football
ficld or an IM building.”

The Athletic Department is
currently exploring all the pos-
sibilities for a new intramural
facility. “Dr. Stone asked us o
come up with some ideas. There
is no time table, no commit-
ment. We have no concrete
plans, we are justbrainstorming
at this point,” said Eldridge.

“The IM building is not out
because of the [our year plan. It
is on the top ol the list of ncw
buildings we would like to be
constructed, ahead ofasmall hi-
tech classrooms and an addition
o Monteith library. Bul we

would have to have a single donor
giltin order for it to be areality. At
this point we will not start a new
campaign to raise money for it,”
said Alma College President Alan
J. Stone.

There was some discussion re-
garding a supporter of the College
providing [unding for the intramu-
ral building. “It was just talk,” said
Stone. “Nothing concrete or any
formal promises were made.”

“The IM building is something in
the future; if someone will donate
the money we will take i, but there
are no short-range immediate plans
for this building,” said Shannon
Hunt, student member of the
President’s Advisory Commilttee.

Scheduling limits P.E. ahccessibility

With winter and spring sports, students have no place to play

By Danielle Salgat
Freelance Writer

Planning on running down Lo
the gym to shool some hoops?
You better plan on checking the
schedule for the Physical Edu-
cation Center before you do,
because chances are iLis already
being used.

Imagine Lrying to schedule
practices formen’sand women’s
spring sports around the games
and practices of winter sports
that are currently in-season (a
total of seven athletic tcams),
and then ry to [ind time for
intramural basketbalt games.
The abvious conclusion is that
the availability of the P.E. Cen-
ter has been restricled for lcams
as well as students and there is a
definite nced lor more facilities.

Eric Jackson, coordinator of
the P.E. building, realizes that
there has been some scheduling
difficultics. “Free time is tough
because cach sport takes about
two hours per praclice,” he said.

This not only aflcets students
who want to usc the basketball
courts bul also those who lift
weights, as weight room hours
have now been reserved. Also,
people who participate in night
aerobics in the lower gym must
work around the batting cages.

Members of the community
who usc thegym are often de-
nied access because ol Lthe sports
teams. “The community will
come in and they expect Lo gel
it,” said Jackson. “I think it [rus-
trates them.”

Spring sports currently in train-
ing include bascball, softball and
men and women’s lennis and

‘lrack teams. They often have

practice times that are less than
desirable and an inconvenience
{or the athletes and the coaches.

“We can’L meel every day,”
said baseball Coach Bill Klenk.
“This makes it difficult because
youdon’t getto cover the things
you would like to cover as often
as you want (0.”

The spring teams are limited
because of a lack of space and
facilitiesas wellasconflicts with
night classes that are held at the
P.E. Center. Ata definite disad-
vantage arc first-year players.
“Coaches don’t gel to sec the
younger players enough so we
have a harder time evaluating
them,” said Klenk.

Quite possibly the program that
has suffered the greatest sctback
1s the intramural program. The
intramural basketball tcamshave
now been limited o just two
nights a week.

“Sometimes it is 10 days be-
fore the tedms play another
game,” said Bill Huddelston,
intramural dircctor. “It has re-
ally been a hassle and has caused
the season 1o rcalfy be dragged
oul.”

Judging from the current de-
mand [of thc use of the P.E.
Center, there is an obvious need
for more facilities. “IL is always
tough scheduling because every-
one wants 1o use the gym,” said
Jackson.

Hopefully, the incorporation
ol such [actlitics will be consid-
cred lor the future at Alma Col-
lege.

nter

Schedu

300600

6:00-9:00

Other MIAA schools
showcase quality facilities

By Jennifer Cosbey
Freelance Writer

“To have anew sports facility,
ornotto have anew sports facil-
ity,” is the question being put to
the students here on campus.

Right now the possibilities of
a new building, which would
serve as an intramural facility,
aswellasbeing open for general
student and community usage,
arc entering the “talk” stages.

Presently, several other MIAA
schools alrcady sport such fa-
cilities.

Adrian College has a brand-
new building, complete with an
indoor track, [our lennis courts,
four basketball courtsand abase-
ball and softball practice arca.

Albion College’s building 1s
three-years-old. It has a 1/10
mile track with a sprint lane. In
the middle of the track, there are
three courts which can be used
for basketball, tennis and vol-
leyball. It also houses arcas (or
some Lrack and [icld events, in-
cluding a pole vaulting pit. Hit-
Ling cages [or baseball and soft-
ball also exisL.

Hope College has an older
building. This building has a
two lane track on the sccond
level, and some multi-use facili-
ties on the bottom level.

Kalamazoo College has a
separate lennis house and a field
house [or basketball and volley-
ball. Olivet College has two
gyms; Calvin has (wo upper
balconies which create a three
gym situation.

Inaninformal pollasking what
people would like to see if this
new building 1s proposed and
built., the most commonly sug-
gested requests included more

basketball courts, anew weight room,
an indoor track and indoor tennis
courts.

Justin Webster, a junior, said, “I
think they need to have lots of hours so
everyone can getin to play. Open itup
early and keep it open late.”

Continuing with what he sees as the
ultimate design, Webstersaid, “I think
they should have a two-story building.
The bottom level would have baskel-
ball, volleyballand indoor tennis. Then
the sccond floor would be open, and
around the open area there would be a
track. Off to the side there would be a
weight room and racquetball court,
whichcouldalsobe used asa wallyball

courl. It would be a combination of

Albion, Hope and Kalamazoo.”

“I think an IM building would be
very beneficial to the IM program.
There could be more games earlier in
the evening,” said sophomore Dan
McCaughey. “They should definitely
have more courts, maybe some tennis
courts. Tennis really doesn’t have a
good ndoor facility.”

First-year student Maggie Taylor
said, “I'd like to see wood floors and
all-glass backboards for the basket-
ball courts, an indoor track, a good
weight room and good locker room
facilities.”

“They should look at CMU’s Stu-
dent Activities Center,” said senior
John LaRue. “Here, especially in the
spring, it’s impossible to play hoop.”

Junior Jennifer Yirsa said, “A new
building would take pressure off the
gym for people with spring sports;
that way they wouldn’t be practicing
until 2:00 in the morning.”

While the administration concedes
that a proposed intramural facility is
only in the “talking” stages, student
support is essential Lo make the build-
ing arcality. Students should let Presi-
dent AlanJ. Stone know how they feel
aboul this issue.

+)
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 WOMEN’S BAS-
KETBALL
‘ ‘.g’Sam‘r'day,r Fcbu_rary 13

Alma 75, Kalamazoo 46

ALMA (75)
‘McCallister 0-2 0-0 0
Doucette 1-4 0-0:2, LaBeau 3-
50:0 7, Reagh 2:4 3-3 7,
Hogan 3-4 0-0 7, Kiclfer 1-1
- 0-03, Sherman 4-7.0-0 8,
Wrable 2-7 3-4 7, VanDamme
- 3-90-08 Mans 1-1 14 3,
 Jaster 10-13 0-0 23, Team
| Tolals 30-57 7-11 75.

. KALAMAZOO (46)
| Perry 2.2 0-0 5. Wajek 13 0-0

| 8127, Graveel 0-1 0-00,
‘Musser 4-10 6-7 14, Sievens 4-
9.0-08. Team Totals 194079
46. :

Halltime - Alma 39, Kz00 18
_ Three-point field goals - Alma
- 8-15 (Jaswr 3-6, VanDammge
24y, Kzoo 1-5 (Perry 1-1),
Rebounds - Alma28
- (Sherman, Wruble 6}, Kzo0 26
~ (Stevens 9, Musser 6).
~ Tumovers - Alma 14, Kzoo
28 Fouls - Alma 9, Kzo0 8.

~Women

2, White 5-70-0 10, Younts 3-

J T.s Crow o
; Chokc & Poke »

Alma 114, Adrian 51

M n’s MIAA ings
Hope
K'Zoo
Albion
Alma
Adrian
Calvin

Hope 6.0
Albion §-1
K'Zoo 4-2
Alma 2:3
Adrian  1:4
Calvin: 1 =4
Olivet 0-35

IM BASKETBALL
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Lasi Chance -1
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_Flaming: Chocsc;s 2.0
TKE 1-0
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3 -.::‘l‘ :
2
12
1-3

Don’t Bother

. EDUCATION

ATTENTION STUDENTS
INTERESTED IN TEACH-
ING: If interested in Elementary
Education, please contact Dr.
Lynda Markham (AC 238; 7166)
or Dr. Sue Root (AC 239: 7202).
If interested in Sccondary
Education plcasc contact Mr.
Amstutz (AC 236; 7209).

ATTENTION ELEMENTARY
EDUCATION STUDENTS: A
senior comprehensive exam is
required for graduation [rom
Alma College. Elementary
Education majors may choose Lo
take cither the Graduate Record
Examination (GRE) or the
National Teachers Examination
(Specialty Arca Exam in Elemen-
tary Education). Information
about test dates and registration is
available in the Center for
Student Development ( lower

Classifieds

level of Hamilton).

ATTENTION STUDENTS
INTERESTED IN TEACHING
IN ELEMENTARY OR
SECONDARY SCHOOL:
Registration materials [or the
Michigan Tcacher Competency
Testing Program are available in
the Education Department.
Registration deadlines and test
dates for the Basic Skills and
Subject Area tests are listed in
the registration materials.
MICHIGAN TEST OBJEC-
TIVES FOR THE BASIC
SKILLS TEST AND FOR
EACH SUBJECT AREA TEST
ARE AVAILABLE IN THE
EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
AND ON RESERVE AT THE
LIBRARY CIRCULATION
DESK. Plcase see Mrs. Farrier in
AC 237 for registration materials
or for information about what
tests must be passed prior 10
being recommended for certifica-
tion Lo tcach. Deadlines and
policies will be strictly enforced

by the State Department of
Education

ROBERTA B. SWANSON
PRE-MED SCHOLARSHIPS:
Students enrolled in the College’s
Pre-med curriculum are cligible
for consideration for a Roberta
Swanson Pre-Med Scholarship. If
you are interested in applying for
this award, please stop by the
Financial Aid Office for applica-
tion information. Completed
applications are due Monday,
March 15, 1993.

THE ADCRADT CLUB OF
DETROIT’S EDUCATION
FOUNDATION WILL BE
AWARDING 3-4 SCHOLAR-
SHIPS TOTALLING AT LEAST
$10,000. Contact The Almanian
for more information.

FINANCIAL AID FORMS
FOR 1993-94 academic year
have been received by the
Financial Aid office. Students
who have received aid in the past

In The Bleachers »y sieve Moore

WRONG , MR. LAIMBEER.! WRONG
WRONG  WRoNG!! YoU CANT JusT
FloP oN THE FlooR AND EXPECT To

DRAW A CHARGING FouL. YOU'Ve GoT To
ASK YOURSELF WA YoUR CHARACTER,
S FloPPING ON THE FlecR.

1993 Tribune Modia Services. Inc
All Rights Reserved

Method acting workshops in the NBA

Earn $500-$1000 weekly stuffing
envelopes. For details - RUSH $1.00

with SASE to:
GROUP FIVE
57 Greentree Drive
Suite 307
Dover, DE 19901

159 Gni gy

HOMECOMING

COMMITTEE
POSITIONS
AVAILABLE
* Dance
have had aid {orms sent dircetly -
to their home addresses. I, by * Parade
chance, you or your parents have * Publicity

not received the applications and
the Alma College Aid/Scholar-
ship Renewal Form plcase stop
by the Financial Aid Office o get
the forms. The Aid Office is
located in the bowom of the Kherl
building. Remember, even if you
do not file applications for
[ederal or state aid, you musl
submit the Aid/Scholarship
Renewal Form Lo be considered
for rencwal ol any Alma College
Awards.

* Special Events
Applications can be picked

up from Gelston Hall Director,
Becky Spartz - Ext. 7600.
Interviews will be held during
the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th week of
March.

Deadline for Applications:

Thursday, February 25th

THE THOMAS E. GROEN

MEMORIAL AWARD to the
students whose work in News
reporting, Feature writing or

Gold-N-Gems Jewelers
110 E. Superior St.

Expression of Opinion is deemed Downtown Alma
by the judges to be outstanding. 463 - 5891
$500 cash award. Many prizcs
awarded. Deadline FEB. 25, Full Line Jewelry
1993. Contact The Almanian o & Watches
morc information.
Complete Jewelry

Repair

4 M4
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Imagine your worst domestic
nightmare. Imagine living in a
place even worse than a dorm
room. Impossible you say? Well,
I’'m here to tell you it’s not. Be-
cause last term in Philadelphia |
lived in Hell...and I paid a lot of
moncy 1o do it Loo.

I lived in-an apartment. Right
downtown. I had a perflect view
of Philly’s skylinc from my bed-
room window. I wasalive minute
walk from Philly’s two biggest
and busicst streets. And 1 was
even closer 1o a Wawa (the East
Coasl cquivalent to 7-11.)

Sounds ideal you say? It would
have been if T hadn’t had any
neighbors. The building Ilived in
had been constructed in the late

Needless 1o say, architeets back
then had no plans that someday
the same onc family house would
be split into cight apartments.
So, the walls were pretty thin.
Actually, that’s an understate-
ment. [ could have put my fist
through one of those walls with
no problcms, except for maybe a
plywood splinter or two.

Youcould heareverything. And
I mean everything. We had two
groups ol ncighbors. The first
was relatively uninteresting. Ev-
ery once in a while you could
hear them blow their noses, which
was actually prelty entertaining
if we’d been drinking a lot.

But the other
neighbors...Whooee. Whilc they
were sometimes entertaining; 1
think they werc probably the
source of my pre-mature graying
hair, There were supposcdly live

—— Lifting the kilt by Sara Groves

Thank God the apartment hell is in the past

1700s as a onc family house. -

peopleliving in thatapartment. But
my roommate, Hillary, and I were
prelty sure there was morc than one
family. More like five families.
They had three children. The old-
est was three. The youngest was
aboul six months. These were the
most sickly looking kids that I’d
cver seen. The threc-year-old

Asif that wasn’t enough of a Hell
to have to suffer through every day,
the lady of the house was also the
biggest Cyndi Lauper [an that ever
walked the face of the Earth. Now
I was a Cyndi fan right along with
the best of them...in sixth grade.
And every once in a while iU’s a
good time to listen to those Rock of

and influcnce people. At Icast not
the kind of [ricnds I wanted 1o
make.

Apparently, however, their
fricnds didn’t mind these people’s
poor choice inmusic. Because when
ourneighborsentertained, we were
graced with such lovely music as
Michacl McDonald, Men at Work,

[ was either humming Cyndi Lauper or Poison, which is
not a real good way to make friends and influence
people. At least not the kind of friends [ wanted to make.

looked as if he had yel to be ex-
posed to something other than arti-
ficial light. 1 don’t think they’d
ever been outside in their entire
lifetimes. Each of those kids was
the color of Elmer’s glue...that
sickly white color people become
alterthey’veridden the Tilt-a-Whirl
one oo many Limes.

And, these kids cried non-
stop...allday,cvery day. I wasabout
rcady Lo gothroughahysterectomy
viaweed whacker justsol wouldn’t
havc 10 live through that Hell my-
sell. Sometimes I would almost
feel sorry for the mom. Let me
stressalmost. Because after the kids
would be crying all day, she would
scream, “That’s all you kids ever
do!!! Waaahhh! Waaaahhh!!!” And
yes, she would pretend (o cry right
along with them. It was like one
barking dog getting the rest of the
neighborhood dogs Lo howl.

the 80's tapes. But if I heard the
song “Girls Just Wanna Have Fun”
one more time, 1 was thinking about
going next door and having some
fun kicking that lady in the teeth.
But the husband...now he was a
real piece of work. He owned a
guitar and because of thal, he was
under the mistaken impression that
he wasthe nextJimiHendrix. Thank
goodness he didn’t practice very
much, although that is whal he re-
ally needed. He played littleriffs of
songs, but in slow motion. Every-
thing was unrecognizable because
it was at this new speed...a much,
much slower speed. The only thing
he could play at normal tempo was
that song by Poison, where the lead
singer belts out, “Cece - talk dirty
to me!” So for the entire time I
lived there, I was either humming
Cyndi Lauper or Poison, which is
notareal good way to make [ricnds

Michael Jackson and REO
Specdwagon. And then, after their
kids went (o bed, we were blessed
with their conversation
topics.usually involving how 1o
become scll-made millionaires.

“Yeah...You know what we
should do? We should go around
and sec how many people like 1o
drink Jack Danicls and Coke in this
neighborhood. And then we should
bottle itand sell it,” said one bright
entreprencuroneeveningaltercon-
suming a little too much J.D. and
Coke himsclf.

“Yeah. And then we could just
sell it every weckend and make up
a name for it and tell cverybody
that it was homemade. Nobody
would ever know!” said our ncigh-
bor, Jimi Hendrix.

Nobody would know except [or
me and Hillary, that is. And the rest
of the neighbors in the building

who they would probably try 10
scll their new concoction 0. But
the best part of living above Jimi
Hendrix, Cyndi Lauper and their
three children, the Three Stooges,
was when they told us 1o be quiet.

“They Lold us to quiet down,”
Hillary would say in disbelief as

she shut the door afier yetanother
encounter with the lovelies of
downstairs.

So, we carried on our own little
war with them. We planted our
stereos right next 1o the heating
ducts, which seemed Lo be very
clfective forms of noise trans-
portation.

“Take that!” we would laugh
with Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde
glee as we blasted the theme
songs Lo National Lampoon’s
Vacation and Raising Arizona
through Lo their apartment.

We would stamp our feet and
throw the biggest books we could
find on the floor. We would jump
up and down. This 1s all a litle
immature, I realize, but 1t did
make us feel better at the time.

Jimi, Cyndi and the Stooges
probably weren’t Loo upsel Lo see
us pack up and leave last term.
But every once in a while, when
I’m around a screaming child, or
hear faintstrains of Cyndi Lauper
somewhere off in the distance, or
sce somebody struggling through
a guitar riff, T have a (lashback to
the apartment Hell. And as I’m
breathing inapaperbag, trying Lo
recover from hyper-ventilating, I
thank the big guy in the sky that
I’'mnolongerneighbors with Jimi,
Cyndi and the Stooges.

Gossip and rumors add to the high school atmosphere

By Stacie L. Herriman
Editor-in-Chief

Rumors and responsibility go
hand in hand. On a small, close-
knit campus such as ours, where
everyone knows cveryone clse as
well as some piece of inlorma-
tion about that person, it does not
take long for word Lo travel the
infamous grapevine and reach
even the remolest corners and
ears. What’s more amazing is that
the “wire” is even more rapid and
works overtime il the informa-
tion is big news and involves rec-
ognized individuals and groups.
Why is that? Why do rumors and
gossip spread like wildfirc across
adry prairic on the Alma Collcge
campus?

Probably the number onc an-
swer with which most students
would respond Lo these questions
is the fact that the campus is so
small, there isno privacy and onc
cannot but help talk about others.
Granted, I agree with that asscss-
ment and have sadly ecnough re-
sorted 1o its use mysell a [ew
times, but I would like 1o arguc
that the real rcason why rumors

and gossip travel like wild, un-
tamed animals isthat few individu-
als on this campus arc willing to
puttheir footdown and crush them
while they are young. Why?

ILis simply easier 10 go with the
[lowandblend

someone to hold their hands and
tell them the difference between
right and wrong,

I always thought and was told
college is where the child matures
into an adult and begins 1o (ake

dissemination ol both rumors and
£0SssIp.

However, as previously implied,
it is part of human nature 1o alk
about others and what they did or
did not do. But did onc ever stop 1o
think  that

in with the
crowd rather
than speak up
and demand to
know the
truth. People,
Alma College
students in
particular, are
alraid to be
and act dilfer-
ent for [ear of

Therefore, if you cannot accept re-
sponsibility for what you say to oth-
ers, maybe you should think twice
and just keep your mouth shut!

maybe what
someone clse
told them was
1o be kept in
conlidence
and not publi-
cized o hall
the campus?
That maybe
youare, Lo that
person, one of
her/his most

being rejected
and left out of the group or aclivi-
tics. As such, they join the majority
and add their two cents worth 1o the
now distorted “tclephone lines.”
This phenomenon is quite odd
considering one is no longer in
high school, where such communi-
cation lines worked double-time
during the school day and triple-
time at the Friday night basketball
or [ootball game. But maybe I am
mistaken; maybe students still need

responsibility and direction for her/
hisownlife. One would think, then,
that afier 18 years of living with
parents and their rules, college stu-
dents would exercise a little more
foresight and judgment in return
for their new-found freedom and
maturity as “adults.” Didn’t their
parents teach them anything? If
students wanl 1o be trcated like
adults, maybe they should act like
adults and not contribute o the

trusted confi-
dants, although you do not (eel the
same aboul her/him? Probably not
on this campus.

Yel, it is about time that pcople
accepl responsibility [or their ac-
tions and think belore spcaking.
Think about how others will feel if
this information is sprcad about
them—true or not. Imagine your-
scll in her/hi position. Think about
how you yoursell will look to oth-
crs. What will they think of you?

Will you be able to live with
yoursell and what you did?

The answer lo both questions
will more than likely be negative,
so why put yoursell and others
through this emotional heartache
and pain? Don’t plant the sceds
for a grapevine, and don’t con-
tribute to its growth. If' someone
comes up to you and says, “Have
you heard about so and so,
they...,” do not comment and di-
rectthem to the individual in ques-
tion, who will be able to provide
them with the real, truthlul story.

Acceplt responsibility [or your
actions. Usc anddemand the truth
and help end the vicious circle of
lics. Remember that one day you
could be the object of the gossip
or rumor, and that you too would
appreciateitifothers did notfecd
the hungry mouths of others with
any information—true¢ or not.
Therefore, if you cannol accept
responsibility for what you say 1o
others, maybe you should think
twice and just keep your mouth
shut!
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Apathetic attitudes riddle diversity program

“By Jeff List
" Freelance Writer
-
+ The “Eyes on the Prize * scrics
that was shown last week went
‘virlually unattended. Even though
* fliers were up across campus, nol
« cnough atlention was paid to them,
A lack of publicity was not the
problem, apathy was. Either a ma-
¥ jority of Alma college students do
=nolcarcabout the struggle ol arace
<ol pcople to achicve a modest level
of cquality in the country in which
‘lhcy live, or they do not want o
¥know. Either way, the situation is
yjust sad. We arc at a liberal arts
vcollcgc. We should want to lcarn
aboutdifferent cultures. Weshould
"be intercsted in learning for the
»basic need ol learning. Knowing
«about different culwres helps us
understand cach other. We are all
'living together in this country, it
*helps o understand cach other’s
scultures.
[, by nomeans, consider mysell a
* multi-cultralist. I do not believe

we should meld the cultures of

America’s varied citizenry. Each
culture deserves its own distine-
tiveness. This is what makes them
special. This is what gives cach
cultures their separate characteris-
tics which need to be cherished not

everyonc is a perpetrator and a vic-
tim of some generalization. Think
aboutthe targets of jokes frequently
heard; nooneisexcluded. Women,
men, African-Americans, Hispan-
ics, Orientals, whites, Jewish,
Catholics, paraplegics, quadriplc-

cdge is power. Since knowledge is
power, ignorance is weakness. And
nooncshould want o remain weak.
II'you sce something that you dis-
agree with, do something about it.
Spcak up. Sometimes when you
remain quict thosc same closc-

Apathy has no place in a liberal arts
education. Apathy is for close-minded and
unconcerned people. Knowledge is power.

ignored. However, that does not
mean that we should not try 1o
understand and appreciale other
cultures. That does not mean that
we should remain ignorantand apa-
thetic 1o the concerns ol different
cultures and lifestyles. ILis because
people are unaware ol different
cultures and practices that gener-
alizations and prejudice are still
cvidentall around campus. Almost

,::What is funny to
some may not be
funny to others

* By Jason Ricks

s Assistant Copy Editor

Did you go 1o Mock Rock last Saturday? If you did, what did you

think of the comedienne? Chances are il you were female you

* thought she was funny; however if you are male, depending on your
» dcgree of fairness and open-mindedness, you were probably likely

to think she was dumb or boring or worse yet, a feminisL.

Before she was even introduced, I predicted to a [riend of mine that

many pcople probably wouldn’t like her because she was a wonman

¥ comedian. Judging from the male negativity I sensed during, and

especially alter, the show, my prediction was accurale.

Yes, she did gender specific jokes. In a male dominated society it

is easy Lo notice that this breaks the norm; however, it often goes

* unnoticed thal there és a norm and that many of the male comedians
. welaughatmakce genderspecific jokes as well—male specific jokes.
Of course most comedians, male and female, do non-gender

specific jokes. Most comedians make fun of themselves and of

* cvents that most people can relate 1o, such as: mocking our daily
, habits, lamous pcople, movies, the media, government, society and
common childhood storics. There are, however, those male comedi-
ans who stick to the norm of this male dominated socicty and exploit,
X oratleastmake fun of women without objection. For instance, [ once
+ saw a man who went through a very funny routine about his wile:s

menstrual cycle. And that’s fine, i’s comedy. Comedians frequently

have routines that are very cthnic-biased; either they make [un of

their own cthnicity or at one or several other ethnicities. And that’s

¥ fine, it’s comedy, it’s all a harmless joke, something to laugh a.
', So she did some tampon and clcavage jokes. Ol coursc men can’t
relate to those kinds ol jokes. However, how many people disap-

prove of the comedians that make jokes about jock straps and penis

” jokes? Not everyone can relate to having a penis and not everyone
v can relate 10 using a tampon. So as a socicty we are diverse, which

seems o me Lo be a good thing. Different strokes for different folks.

Another thing to keep inmind is that comedy is entircly subjective.

Everyonc hasadiffcrent perspective as o whatis funny. [f youdidn’t

» think she was funny, lay off, don’t call her stpid, or a slut; and

definitely don’t call her a feminist in a demeaning or patronizing

way. Il you want 1o say she’sa [eminist, well good forherall women, -

*  funny, then just don’t laugh.

rather, all people should be feminists. If you didn’t think she was

gics, the blind, the deaf, mutcs,
homosexuals, WASPs, racists,
blonds, brunettes, ruralities, urban-
ites, greeks, non-greeks, liberals

and conservatives arc all targets of

some form of insensitivily or an-
other.

Back to the main issue. Apathy
has no place in a liberal arts educa-
tion. Apathy is for close-minded
and unconcerned people. Knowl-

minded, unconcerned people will
think you agree with them. They
will believe you arc on their igno-
rant side. Let others know your
opinions. They are important. Un-
derstanding and desire should re-
place ignorance and apathy.
What all this comes down Lo is

that there is a pervasive beliel that

different is infcrior. This beliel
recks of insccurity. What clse

would someonc basc a gencraliza-
tion on? Most times it is only the
color of someone’s skin that raises
so much of the problems. There is
no more or less value in being one
color other than another, or being
one religion instead of another for
that matter. I just cannot sec why
anyonc would not want to lcarn
about something that they do not
understand. Why are  pcople so
alraid of the unknown or the dilfer-
cnt?

The “Eyes on the Prize” scrics is
important to Alma College be-
cause It provides us all with a way
Lo understand not only a little bit
about the civil rights movement
and Alrican-Amecricans, but white
history and the mystery as 1o why
bigotry still exists in America. The
series is available in its entirety in
the library. I suggest you rent it. It
is a powcerful serics and deserves
cverybody’s attention. You just
might learn something; at college
no less.

Post PRESIDENTIAL

Weird in a serious way by D. Baker
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r— Staff Editorial

Increase enrollment demands change

The reason most students come to Alma College is for the
close relationship that occurs between student and teacher in
this educational selting. We were promised this in all the
advertising brochures that lured us to Alma College; we
were promised this on college nights throughout Michigan
at our high schools. It is not easy for some students to come
here as far as financial matters go; however, as long as the
quality education takes place that we deserve, then the
struggle to stay here for four years and get our degrees is all
worth it in the end.

With this in mind it is no wonder that students, faculty and
administration all get concemned if we feel our education
quality is being jeopardized. So when enrollment exploded
to the 425 student mark this fall, it was no wonder we were
all concerned. Was this addition going to be a positive one?
Was the financial aspect of this college just simply being
greedy? Would the upper class students have to suffer for
all the new bodies on campus? As we approach the mid-
lerm point of second semester these questions can be more
easily answered by students, [aculty, and administration.
One thing we all agree on, this class has changed the col-
lege.

To begin with there is no question that bringing more
minds on [0 a campus is going to be an enriching experi-
ence. And lets face it, at $15,000 + a year, the nearly 200
additional students are going to create a more stable finan-
cial brick for the college to build off of; however, this class
received more scholarships than the rest of the students who
entered Alma College in the last four years. This obviously
means thal there is not as much money coming in from this
class as there scems at first glance. This could create prob-
lems; but so far everyone has worked together to overcome
the possible friction. Some of the problems will be worked
out in a more long term manner, but some of the changes

occurred promptly.

In the English Department, for example, Dr. Linda Rashidi
was hired in to help with the over abundant first year
composition students. This allowed everyone to enroll that

Distributive requirements should reflect cultural plurality

By Maria Stephens
Freelance Writer

Here’s an idea: “Starling next
fall, students at Hunter College, in
New York Cily, will be required 1o
take four courses dealing with dif-
ferent aspects of cultural
pluralism...Incoming freshmen will
have to take a course that focuses
on historical and intellectual issues
onnon-European cultures, acourse
on "the perspectives and contribu-
tions" of one or more U.S. minority
groups, a course that examines is-
sues relating to gender or sexual
orientation, and a course thal fo-
cuses on intellectual traditions de-

rived from Europe.” (Chronicle of

Higher Education, Feb. 3)
Althongh I realize that our re-
sources at Alma College are lim-
ited and that we cannot hope 1o
offer the same curricular options as
many larger institutions, I still won-
derif we coulduse the “distributive
requirements,” which are the trade-
mark of this ‘liberal arts college’,
more creatively (o better achicve
theaims of “the liberation of pcople
from ignorance, prejudice, and pa-
rochialism.” (Mission stalement,
Student Affairs Handbook).

Many liberal arts colleges have a
mandatory first-year interdiscipli-
nary seminar which can often
achieve, inaconsistent fashion, the
humanitarian aims which are at the
heart of a liberal arts college, in-
cluding the exposure Lo “cultural
pluralism” and experience in cul-
tural comparison mentioned above.

Alma College fails to achieve this
in any consistent fashion. While
studentsmay choose to take courses
in Easternreligions, racial and eth-
nic minorities in American history,
and Women’s Studics, still, the
average studentmay graduate from
this institution with very little ex-
pericnce in cultural comparison.

Some students will undoubtedly
groan about “more distributives,”

butlam notin fact proposing more, |

only that they be more effectively
and creatively designed.

Those who fear loss of the “clas-
sical” European tradition should
note the fourthrequirementin west-
em European cultures, which, a
Hunter faculty member explains,
“would help the students study dif-
ferent cultures more compara-
tively.” By examining the domi-
nantcultural tradition from the “oul-
side” and in relation to other tradi-

needed to, and also kept the classes as small as wished.

In the Biology Department BIO 180 was offered Lo take
some of the load off of BIO 189 and BIO 190. This class was
for non-majors. But the results that were wanted did not
occur. BIO 189 and 190 were not thinned out. Dr. Roeper
feels that more time might be needed for people 1o realize
about this class. Also a new position in the department needs
to be filled.

Right now the faculty to student ratio is 14.6 to 1. This is
too large. But Dr. Stone promises to bring the ratio down next
year to 14.2 to 1 with the new. faculty that will be hired. Stone
also insists that Alma College will remain a small school, and
that quality education is still the major priority of the faculty
and administration here.

More classes were and will continue to be added to help
with the additional students. The first year students will soon
be entering into upper level classes. Changes will need to be
made there. It seems obvious that there has been added
pressure in many of different areas. Faculty have had (o be
more flexible with the classes they teach. Dr. Ottenholf noted,
for instance, that instead of teaching a literacy training pro-
gram that he has been interested in, more composition classes
needed to be taught. And as Stone has noted, the student
service staff has been strained. It is also agreed upon that the
library is a major area of congestion. And speaking of conges-
tion, the parking has proven to be a problem.

The increase in enrollment is not going to make Alma
College a big school, nor is it going to decrease the credibility
of our degrees from here. But it is important that no one loses
sight of what Alma College stands for. It is treasured for the
way students, faculty and administration interact. It is trea-
sured for the way we are all given equal opportunity (0 grow.
This cannot occur if the classrooms are overflowing; this
cannot occur if we have no where to study in the library, or in
our dorms because of noise. When more students are added to
a campus changes have to occur. We must continue to adapt,
and make Alma College the best environment it can be for
students to learn in.

tions, appreciation of it will not be
diminshed, but rather enhanced.

I have been lucky enough to ex-
perience many of these “cultural
comparison classes” by my own
choice, and I have found them an
unforgettable intellectual and per-
sonal experience. While some may
say that my area is humanities and
that is my area of interest, [ argue
that this exposure is necessary for
everyone’s education for the 21st
century.

Without this experience in cul-
tural comparison, Alma College
has hardly succeeded in its aims of

will be a must in any field.

value of cultural “diversity.”

“liberation from parochialism,” or for
that matter, even adequately prepared
him/her for life in the increasingly
pluralistic United States. Mostexperts
predict that by the year 2000, white
Europeans will be the minority in this|
country. Experience with cultural di-
versily and sensitivily to these issues|

If Alma College wishes to remain in
the forcfront of liberal arts education
and to achieve the aims expressed in
its mission statement, it should modell
distributive requirements toreflect thel
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