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éNew Student Congress
officers elected

Student voting participation soars

-above previous year's

«By Char Vandermeer
,Freelance Writer
€ Student Congress elections, held
» lastweek, produced the largest voter
. turnout in several years as 627 stu-
dents, 53 percent of the student
“body, cast their votes for class of-
=ficers and the Student Congress
<executive commitlee.

Students also overwhelmingly
'passed the Student Activity Fee
=proposal. The fee will remain at
+$115 per student next year.
~ “Ithink [the elections] went very
“well,” said Student Congress Vice-
“president, junior Amy Hamman.
»“We had a very large turnout;
.people acted positively and re-
spondedtowhat weasked of them.”

Newly-elected members of Stu-
=dent Congress are: President, jun-
<JorKimKraai; Vice-president, jun-

ior Nancy Devine; Treasurer,
"sophomore Amy Hoffman; and

(3

"WQAC,

!

*By Cathy DeShano

*Staff Reporter

&

I If you had a younger brother or
sister on campus for Little Siblings
“weekend, youmighthave spent the

smajority of time trying to deter-
,mine what to do with them. Maybe

" somewhere in there you turned on
“the radio. And if you did so after
»11:00 a.m. on Saturday, Mar. 27,

,maybe you tuned into Alma’s hot-
_test new radio station: 90.9 F.M.

"WQAC, the Duck. _
v As promised, Alma College’s

-,radio station got underway before

‘the semester’send, bringing with it
: awide variely of music shows. The
"station, which will air daily from 6
»a.m. Lo 2 a.m., presents program-
.ming demanded by its campus lis-
teners. Directors for the station
"complied a list of music and pro-
sgrams which students showed in-
Jterest in on the approximately 180
‘vsurvey_s which were completed and
returned in Hamilton Commons
*before spring break. Music pro-
»grams such as classic rock, punk

ock, industrial rock, heavy metal,
'techno-house-rave, rap/hip-hop/

\

Secrelary, junior Gina Gleason.

“I feel really great about the re-
sults,” said Devine. “I felt it would
be a really close race. I'm very
excited about next year.”

Running virtually unopposed, the
new 1994 class officers are Presi-
dent Jen Smith, Vice-president Jen
Hardy, Secretary Sarah Klump,
Treasurer Tim Peterson and Asso-
ciate Trustee Noreen Lyall.

President for the class of 1995 is
Mary Kay Ecken. The new vice-
president is Kristin Kuhtic, with
Tammy Thomson as secrelary and
Associate Trustee Mike McClain.
The treasurer position remains un-
filled. A separate election will be
held next fall to fill this office.

Winners in the class of 1996 elec-
tion were President Michelle
Campagna, Vice-president Supriya
Saxena, Treasurer Eric Zettel, Set-
retary Jen Cosby and Associate
Trusiee Maggie Taylor.

“I would like to do more things
together as a class, such as holding
aclass meeting, doing class projects
and getting people together,” said
Campagna.

Showing a great deal of spirit, the
class of 1996 had a full election
ballot. Five students ran for the
presidency, three for the vice-presi-
dency, two for treasurer, two for
secretary and five for associale
trustee. The sophomore classhad a
total of five candidates running,
the junior class had six, and seven
candidates ran for Student Con-
gress offices.

Apparently the offer of free
snack-size candy bars worked. This
year’s voler tumout easily outdis-
tanced lastyear’s 12 percent, thrill-
ing election officials.

“We tried to increase the public-
ity,” said Hamman. “Our elections
committee really went out and en-
couraged people to vote.”

=

1993 Outstanding Greek
Man of the Year

Senior Zeta Sigma member Brian Haara prepares lo accept
his award. See related Greek awards and Greek Week stories
onp. 3. Photo by P. Sandberg

"The Duck" invades Alma airwaves

R&B, gospel, and various nation-
alities will be featured. Shows will
be brought to the students by an
array of disc jockeys who audi-
tioned for the jobs.

“We have about 60 disc jockeys
right now. A lot of who broadcasts
what music show had to do with
how the people performed, where
their schedules stacked up, and
where their musical interests lay.
Obviously we tried to put our best
D.J.” s in the best time slots which
are from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. and 10
p-m. to 2 am. A lot of those slots
happened to be our specialty
shows,” said senior Doug Smith,
music director for the Duck.

The radio station also has plans
for non-music programming. Sta-
tion directors hope 1o be distribut-
ing a pamphlel by the end of the
week 10 inform students of both
musicaland non-musical programs.

“We’ve got a sports show and a
professoropinion show planned for
Mondays. Professors will be speak-
ing basically about state, national,
and international issues. The En-
glish department is interested in
doing poctry readings and we’re

working on an open opinion pro-
gram for Fridays, which will in-
clude local, state, national, and in-
ternational issues. We have to dis-
cuss both sides of the issues in
these programsbecauseit’san FCC
requirement,” said senior J.C.
Clarkson, WQAC radio program
director .

Community feedback has been
quite positive so far. Although the
station had been intended to be
heard only in close communities
suchas Alma and St. Louis, listen-
ers from places such as Carson City
and Clare have called in with en-
couraging responses. Students on
Alma’s campus also appear to be
projecting positive information.

I think the radio station is great
becaue it has so much diversity that
you get exposed to many different
styles. You also get o see what
everyone else listens to. It’s also
more personal than bigger radio
stations because you know all the
disc jockeys and they talk about
people oncampus,” said junior Jen-
nifer Jourdan.

Since the station first aired, there
have been few problems which

The faces behind the voices. Qwac D.J's Dave Woodruff, Matt Kelly,
and J.C. Clarkson. Photo by M. Stargardl.

arose. Directors have encountered
minor problems and are addressing
those immediately.

“Some of the songs making the
play list have profanity in them.
Now we’re going Lo have to check
every song we play instead of Lrust-

ing trade magazines, we're gel-
ting the lists of new songs. After
safe harbor, Lthe period when you
can play explicit lyrics, we're
going 1o let the audience know
periodically if explicitis going Lo
be played,” said Clarkson.
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Little sibling weekend enjoys continued success

By Denise C. Vittitow
Freelance Writer

The Little Sibling Weekend fes-
tivities began Friday, Mar. 26, with
registration in the Tyler Rolunda
Student Center from 5:30-7:00
p.m.. On Friday night beginning at
7 p.m., several movies were shown
in the residence halls including:
The Cutting Edge, Honey I Blew
Up the Kid!, The Jungle Book and
A League of Their Own. Also, Of
Mice & Men, sponsored by ACUB,
was shown in Jones Auditorium.
At 9 p.m. an ice cream social was
held in Van Dusen Commons.

Luke Wiesniewski, an attending
sibling, thought *“the ice cream so-
cial was an excellent idea. No mat-
ter what your age is, ice cream is
always good.”

Other Friday night events in-
cluded: Much Ado About Nothing
presented by the Alma College
Playcrs at the Gratiot County Play-
house and a Kiltie Band Concert in
the Chapel.

Beginning at 8:30 Saturday mom-
ing, juice and donuts were served
in the residence hall lobbies during
cartoons. Throughout the afternoon
students and siblings could partici-
pate in a scavenger hunt, go bowl-
ing, visitthe planetarium, attend an
art class, go (o story hour or attend
a session on choosing a college.

Seventeen-year-old Dan Shelley
said, I went 1¢ the how to choose
a college sessicn. I was the only
one there, but it was cool because I
got (o talk one on one with Jim
Crawley.”

Katie Shelley attended the art
class and thought, “it was fun, al-
though I did feel like it was geared
towards younger children.”

Junior Ted Zettel said, “I really
enjoyed the planetarium show and

Junior Holly Markiecki and brother p

E————p

so did my brothers.”

Saturday evening a pizza party
was held for both students and their
siblings. Later in the evening a
dance withaDJ andlightshow was
held in Jones Auditorium.

The weekend ended with a spe-
cial chapel service where balloons
were given out to the siblings, fol-
lowed by brunch in Hamilton.

In general, studentsappear Lo have
enjoyed Little Sibling Weekend. “I

By Brett Powers
Staff Reporter

Friday, Mar. 26, Dan Raleigh
ended his tenure with Alma Col-
lege as its director of develop-
ment and aJumni relations. Ra-
leigh, a 1969 graduate of Alma,
has accepted a job with Com-
mercial National Bank in Ithaca.

“I’m as high as I can get in this
department at Alma. There is no
where to go from here; I can’t
climb any higher,” said Raleigh.

“I was surprised o hear that
Dan was going o be leaving us,
but it is understandable,” said
President Alan]. Stone. “Hisnew
jobisa good one. We are a small
school. There are a lot of small
administrative positions, but not
much movement upwardly at
small schools.”

Asdirector of development and
alumni relations, Raleigh super-
vised the annual fund drive,
handled alumni affairs and coor-
dinated the development office.

“We plan on restructuring his
position somewhat: he was do-
ing alotof differentthings for the
College,” said Stone. “But we do
plan on hiring someone 1o fill his
position.”

Pam Eldridge, associate direc-
tor of annual giving, said of
Raleigh’s leaving, “It’s a huge

Rzleigh resigns, accepts
executive position at local bank

loss. Dan did a great job.”

“He has done a real good job for
the College—real strong,” said
Stone.

Raleigh has worked for Alma Col-
lege since 1984. “Imajored in busi-
nessadministration and minored in
social science and education,” he
said. “I taught junior high school
for a couple of years, and then
started working in the business
world. I have gotten a lot of use out
of my liberal arts education.”

Raleigh was involved with three
differentstudentorganizations. He
was an advisor for the Zeta Sigma
fraternity, the Student Alumni As-
sociation and the homecoming
committee.

“He is always there and really
involved with what we are doing.
He set up the contacts and did all
kinds of things for us; I could never
have done it without him,” said
senior student Amy Warner, presi-
dent of the Student Alumni Asso-
ciation.

Senior Jake Boss, vice-president
of Zeta Sigma fraternity, echoed
similar sentiments regarding Ra-
leigh: “He is a great man and we
hate (o see him go, but we also

understand that this move presents
-anoutstanding opportunity for Dan.

ZelaSigmawii! forever be indebted
to him for all of his help over the
years.”

Raleigh will miss Alma Col-
lege when he leaves. “I really
enjoyed being a member of the
College community,” he said.
“Everyone here has been very
supportive of everything I’ve
done. And I'’ll really miss my
involvement with the students.”

Some of the most memorable
experience of Raleigh’s years
here have been forming the
alumni’s Tartan Clubs around
the country. “We now have 27
regional clubs all over the
place—Washington D.C., Chi-
cago, California, all over,” said
Raleigh. Also, the 1986 centen-
nial homecoming celebration
was a memorable experience for
him. “Before that year, the home-
coming dance was a small affair
held in Jones Auditorium,” he
said. “That year we had about
2,500 people was important to
Raleigh: “I have always been
very involved with the city of
Alma, and so has my family. It
really worked out well that I was
able to get a job so close, so we
could continue to be involved.”

Although Raleigh is taking a
new job, he will continue to be
involved with Alma College.
“I’'m looking forward to being
apart of the College as a loyal
alumnus and community mem-
ber,” he said.

ay enjoy a gane of foosball. Photo by M. Stargardt

like it because it gives sibsachance
to see what Alma is like. Besides, I
had a great time!” shared first-year
student Amy Wisiewski.

“Little Sibling Weekend is great
because the College goes out of its
way to make it fun for both the sibs
and the students,” commented
sophomore Shelly Wasko

Although the weekend went ex-
ceptionally well, some students feel
some improvements can stll be

“Little Sibling
Weekend 1s

the College
goes out of its
way to make it
fun for both the
sibs and the
students,”’--
Shelly Waskeo,
sophomore.

made. Tammy Waltsen, a first-year
student said, “They need to do
something about brunch times dur-
ing sibs weekend. When you have
small children, it’s hard to make
them wait until 11:00 a.m. to eat
breakfast.”

Ted Zettel said, “They could try
to choose a better time to hold sibs
weekend. If’s been three weeks

great because

A

~

-

since spring break and most people

have exams and papers due.”

Education department
fills position for '93-'94

By Gina Gleason
Freelance Writer

Anthony Rickard will become a
familiar face on the Alma campus,
especially in the Education Depart-
ment as he has recently obtained a
full-time teaching position with
Alma College. His title will be As-
sistant Professor of Education and
Director of Secondary Education.
His major responsibilities will in-
clude meeting with students who
are interested in teaching at the
high school level and explaining
the program to them. The classes
he will be teaching include a gen-
eral high school methods class for
prospective secondary teachersand
a methods class in science, math-
ematics and social studies for pro-
spective elementary teachers.

Rickard grew up on Kodiak Is-
land, Alaska, where he also ob-
tained his undergraduate and
master's degrees at the University
of Alaska. He received his master's
in math and math instruction.

The interviewing process was
done by members of the Education
Department, the Teacher Educa-
tion Committee and various other
members of the faculty and staff.
Perspective elementary and sec-
ondary student teachers andthe
Superintendent of Alma Schools
also participated in the interview
process.

Lynda Markham, chairperson of
education, said, “the education de-
partment is really looking forward
to working with Rickard. His
knowledge and experience in math-
ematics instruction will be'a spe-
cial benefit to our students.”

The anticipation of his arrival is
sparked by his vast knowledge of
pedagogy acquired through his re-

<

ey

search findingsabout teachingstrat-

egies. Now he is working with
Michigan State University faculty
members on a research project in-

volving the class work of middle
school children. The research re-

quires him to teach math to the
children, allowing him to gather

data on math instruction and prob-

lem solving. He will be making a
presentation on his findings at the
National Council of Teachers of
Math in Seattle.

w
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Greek Week speaker
acknowledges need for
Greek system

By Steve Rummel
Freelance Writer

Last week, Maureen Syring,
an alumni of Delta Gamma so-
rority and working at the Delta
Gamma Foundation, spoke at the
Greek Awards Ceremony. She
empha-
sized the
fact that
tihise
greek
system
is worth-
while,
butmust
make
some
changes
to con-
tinue its
exist-
ence.

She
began by apologizing for what
the greek system was like for her
generation, and what that has
done to this generation of greek
societies. Looking back, she re-
alized that some of the rituals
and practices of fraternities and
sororities were used only to de-
moralize the pledges, and not Lo
teach or build them up. “You
cannot change the past, but you
can change they way you look at
it,” said Syring, quoting Will
Kime. ‘There were times when I
felt we were out of control, and
had no sense of the kind of thing
that we were handing you-our
next generation,” she said.

She went on to pose the ques-
tion: “How would your founders
feelif they came back and exam-
ined the chapter and its ideals
today?” Syring feels that these
key ideals must be in place for
any greek organization to be ef-
fective in its goals: honor, truth,
integrity, and character. She
strongly encouraged all chap-
ters to go back to these morals,
because any greek system with-
out them is going to fail. She
believesthatderogatory T-shirts
and excessive alcohol have no
place inthe greck system. “Shirts
from the Mountain Dew party,
with ‘Mount-and-Do’ on the
back, are shameful. What does
this have to do with attracting
students of fairability, who pos-
sess good morals, and a deep
sense of responsibility?” She
asked.

Syring then continued with six
points that she feels that all
greeks should abide by, Lo make
them stronger and more unified.
Her first point was education.

All members of a fraternity or
sorority should be educated on
the inner workings of the chapter
and on traditions. This education
should continue the entire time
that someone is an active mem-
ber of the group.

Secondly, Syring believes that
greeks
should
hold
their
mem -
bielrs
ac -
count-
able to
1 hie
stan-
dards
of the
chap-
ter: =1
you do
noten-
force your standards or viola-
tions of even the small ones, you
will not be able to handle the big
things when they cum,” she said.
She also feels that a group, simi-
lar to the Interfraternity Council
and Panhellic Council, should
hold other greek organizations
accountable to their standards.

“Elect strong officers,” contin-
ued Syring. She feels the stron-
gest member should be elected
president, while other peopie
strongly involved in the organi-
zation should hold key positions.

Honor, Syring feels, is a qual-
ity that all greeks must have.
“Value the dignity of every man
and woman in your chapter, and
on campus,” she said. Valuing
other people and their ideas is
important to understanding other
groups, and with understanding
comes unity asone large group of
greeks.

“Sweat the small stuff,” she
continued. Be able to live with
small things that go wrong. Save
the worrying and stress for the
large problems thatare inevitable.

Finally, she encouraged greeks
to give change a chance. “Your
chapter is only as strong as the
system,” she said. If the whole
system is strong, then each indi-
vidual fraternity and sorority
should be able to build and grow.
Be a visionary. Have the courage
to look at something from some-
one else’s point of view.

“The greek system was not
founded on whatyou can endure,
but what you are capable of,”
Syring continued. “How can
something based on Honor,
Truth, and Integrity ever go out
of style?” she ended.

Academics and involvement
prevail at '93 Greek Awards

By Wiiliam S. Hull
News Editor

And the winners of Outstanding
Greek Man of the Year and Out-
standing Greek Woman of the Year
are...Brian Haara of Zeta Sigma
and Sally Wilhelm of Kappa lota.
Outstanding Greek Man and
Woman of the Year are the two
most prestigious awards given out
annually at the Greek Awards cer-
emony. The ceremony was held
Monday, March 22. The ceremony
honors Greeks on campus as a
whole and each fraternity and so-
rority honor individuals within their
chapter for such thingsasacademic
success and college involvement.

“My concept of what the ideal
Outstanding Greek Man of the Year
should be entails that the man
should represent both the Greek
community and the campusatlarge.
The Outstanding Greek Man should
be an individual who is respected
not only by other Greeks, but also
by faculty, administrators, non-
Greeks and members of the Alma
Community,” said senior Outstand-
ing Greek Man of the Year Brian
Haara.

Faculty advisors for each [rater-
nity and sorority are invited by

Assistant Dean of Students Anne
Rathjen to come and vote on the
award.

“All nine faculty advisors were
invited, but only four of them
showed up,” said Rathjen.

Those four advisors choose this
years Outstanding Greek Man and
Woman of the Year. The advisors
judge each candidate on their ap-
plication alone, all names were
blacked out on the applications.
The five areas judged on the appli-
cation were academicachievement,
Greek involvement, chapter in-
volvement, campus involvement
and community involvement. Each
application receiving a score from
one to five, with five being the
highest.

“I felt the evening brought the
Greek system closer, even if for
only an evening. 1 was also very
happy to see my brother, Brian
Haara, win Outstanding Greek Man
of the Year,” said sophomore Steve
Rummel.

The Panhellenic Scholarship
Awards for Winter Term 1992 and
Fall Term 1992 were given to the
chapter with the highest grade point
average(G.P.A.) forthe term, high-

st pledge class for each term and
ughest individual pledge for each

Com

Cruise Empl
(206) 63

CRUISE JOBS

Students Needed!
Earn $2,000+/month working for Cruise Ships and Tour
panies. Holiday, Summer and Full-Time employment
available. For employment program call:

ext. C5614

term. For Winter Term 1992
Gamma Phi Bela had the high chap-
ter G.P.A., Alpha Gamma Della
had the high pledge class G.P.A.
and sophomore Mary Kay Ecken
and sophomore Jennifer McMaster
tied for highest pledge G.P.A. For
Fall Term 1992 Alpha Xi Delta had
the high chapter G.P.A., Alpha
Gamma Delta again had the high
pledgeclass G.P.A. and sophomore
Kathy Bailey had the highest pledge
G.P.A.

The Inter Fraternity Scholarship
Awards for Winter Term 1992 and
Fall Term 1992 were the same as
those of the Panhellenic Council.
Sigma Chi had the highest chapter
G.P.A. both the Winter and Fall
Term of 1992, Sigma Chi also had
the high pledge class for Winter
Term 1992, Theta Chi had the high
pledge class for Fall Term 1992,
sophomore Ray Kowaleski re-
ceived highest pledge for Winter
Term 1992 and senior Paul
Keegstra received highest pledge
for Fall Term 1992.

Rathjen also announced the 15
founding members of the Order of
Omega, a Greek leadership honor
organization. Senior members arc:
Julie Boltman, Fred Feleppa, Brian
Haara, Kathy Hribar, Judy
Kirkwood, Heather Laird, Chris
Mansur, Scott Schoessel, Jim
Sherman, Cary Strickler and Sally
Wilhelm; juniormembersare: Chad
Briscoe, Aaron Howald, Chris
Huffnagel and Tami O’Bryant.

“The Student Affairs Office
choose who the founding members
would be based on academics and
involvement. It wasn’t something
had to fill out an application for
like Outstanding Greek Man of the
Year,” said Haara.

Individual fraternity and sorority
awards were also announced dur-
ing the evening. The winners are
listed in the sidebar accompanying

this article.

For Alma's best
pizza call...

PIZZA
SAM'S

463-3881
463-3910

Open:
Weekdays at 3p.m.
Sat. & Sun. 12p.m.
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Whale becomes new member of class of '95

By Sara Groves
Staff Reporter

You probably all think that the
only reason people run for class

office is so they have just one more

thing to put on their resume or yet
another activity to put on that ap-
plication for grad school. Well, the
class officers of 1995 want their
fellow students to think differently
about them.

And they decided to do some-
thing about it. They adopted a
whale. That’sright. You heard me.
A real live whale to call their very
own.

According to Kristin Kuhtic, vice
president of the class of 1995, “We
adopted the whale because we
wanted to do something to show
the students that we actually are
doing something. Everybody is so
concerned about the environment
so we thought we would do our

share.”

The officers heard of the pro-
gram from fellow classmate
Amanda Stuart. Stuart showed a
brochure she had received to Kuhtic
and the other officers, hoping to
spark some interest.

The whale the class of 1995
adopted isnamed Dent #0023. Dent
is a finback whale and was named
for the large depression in its back
behind the blowholes. This depres-
sion is easily seen in the photo that
the officers received of Dent.

As well as receiving a photo, the
officers were given a page of sev-
eral diagrams which detail each of
Dent’s identifying marks appear-
ing on him. They also received a
page detailing all of the recorded
spottings of Dent since 1974. Dent
has even been seen with Elvis
#0111. Not the King—justanother
whale. And they weren’t spotted at
a Burger King, but off the coast of

Sexual harassment
spans generations,
environments

By Katie Novak
Feature Editor

Of all the issues facing women,
sexual harassment is one that spans
all generations and environments.
It has been reported in the work-
place, in academic institutions (in-
cluding schools at the secondary
level as well asat the university), in
the military and even in the church.

Since the Anita Hill-Clarence
Thomas hearings last year, the is-
sue has received more atiention—
much needed attention. The num-
ber of complaints of harassment
have increased in the past three
years. According to the Equal Em-
ployment Opportunity Commission
(EEOC), complaints filed through
the office rose from 6100 in 1990
t0 9800 in 1992.

Recent discussions of the issue
have focused on the need to stop
harassmentfrom occurring and also
the necessary methods to deal with
it effectively when it is reported.
Since 1990, consulting companies
specializing in sexual harassment
policy have seen an increase in
business. Susan L. Webb, presi-
dent of the Pacific Resource De-
velopment Group, has been re-
cruited by companies including
Coca-Colaand Burger King to help
them handle the issue.

In her book, Step Forward:
Sexual Harassment in the Work-
place: What You Need to Know! ,
Webb has outlined steps for con-
trolling sexual harassment. These
steps can easily be adapted to the
academic environmenL

1. Gaining top management’s
support. Harassment needs (o be
considered a problem that inter-
rupts productivity. As such, the

management must approach the
issue with a serious attitude and
thusinfluence otherstodo the same.

2. Compiling a written, posted
policy. Because “a verbal policy is
the same thing as no policy at all”
Webb insists that companies con-
struct policies with the followiug
elements: statement of purpose—
”to set forth the organization’s po-
sition on sexual harassment”; legal
definition of harassment; descrip-

tions of behavior that constitutes |

sexual harassment; importance of

the problem; how employees should |
handle harassment; how the orga- |

nization handles complaints; and
disciplinary action.

3. A procedure for handling
complaints. Webbencourages giv-
ing the employees many options in
who they need to report complaints
to.

4. A timetable for handling
complaints. Action must be taken
quickly and fairly.

5. Training Programs (with
emphasis on behavioral and attitu-
dinal changes). “As few as two
hours of training can make a huge
difference in people’s understand-
ing of whatconstitutes harassment,”
said Webb.

6. Follow-up. This includes con-
tinuing the training annually and
sending memos once or twice a

- year to remind employees of how

the company feels about/handles
sexual harassment.

As part of Women’s History
Month, the Women’s Issues Advi-
sory Board (WIAB) sponsored a
roundtable discussion on sexual
harassment on Monday, Mar. 22.

(Information for this article was
taken from Working Woman, June
1992.)

Maine instead.

Finally, included in the packet is
The Adopt A Finback Whale Book:
An Introduction to Whale and
Whale Research. The book out-
lines the Adopt a Whale program
sponsored by the Allied Whale
Foundation.

Allied Whale was founded in
1972 by Steven K. Katona, profes-
sor of biology at College of the
Atlantic in Bar Harbor, Maine.
According to the brochure, “Since
its beginning, Allied Whale has
been at the forefront of modem
whale research and is recognized
as a leader in the development of
scientific techniques usedby whale
biologists.”

The Allied Whale mission state-
ment is “to conduct research im-
portant to effective conservation of
marine mammal populations and
their habitats.” The group does this
by performing extensive field re-

search all over the world.

Money from the adoption pro-
gram sponsored by Allied Whale
goes to funding the research. Ac-
cording to abrochure, “Your dona-
tion supports research which will
answer important questions such
as: Where do finback whales go in
the winter? Where are their calves
born? How long do they live? What
are their habitatrequirements?” The
$30 adoption fee is an essential
aspect of the Allied Whale

Foundation’s research.

If you are interested in becoming
a whale sponsor and doing some-
thing important like the class of
1995 is doing, you can write 1O:
The Finback Catalogue, College of
the Atlantic, Bar Harbor, Maine,
04609. W

“It’s just a great program that
does something important,” Kuhtic
said. “We didn’t get elected 1o just
put something down on our re-
sume. We wanted todo something.”

ADOPT

ALLIED WHALE FOUNDATION

—

WHALE

Snake River Falls greets
Cedar Point fans this spring

Introducing a world-record-breaking ride three years out of five can be a tall order for any
amusement park. But Cedar Point won’t have it any other way. With the addition of Snake River
Falls, an 82-foot-high water flume plunge, the park will hold “the world’s tallest” ride title for the
third time since 1989. With that kind of track record, the Sandusky, Ohio, amusement park/resort
knows what it takes to get the job done.

“It starts with the engineers,” said Jim Colvin, director of maintenance and construction at Cedar
Point. “They have to be able to make it work safely on paper before we can even think about
building it.” There are less than a dozen major ride manufacturers today that have the proven
capability to research and develop new technologies and world-record-breaking rides.

Once the technology has been developed, it’s up to the park to decide what type of ride it wants
to build and how much to spend. At the Point, a six-person planning committee makes recommen-
dations for these decisions. Reinvestment and giving guests a reason Lo come back every season
are important factors in their five-year-plan that targets the best rides and attractions for future
Cedar Point expansion.

“Anything can give us an idea for a new ride,” said Colvin, who is also a member of the
committee. “Manufacturers, trade shows and our guests are the best sources.” Park surveys show -
that roller coasters and water rides are the most requested adult attractions. “There’s a fascination
with getting wet,” Covin said.

It was this fascination as well as management’s desire for something the entire family could enjoy
that made Snake River Falls the centerpriece of next year’s improvements program. Sponsored by
Pepsi, it will be the world’s tallest, steepest and fastest water flume ride. At the top of an 82-foot
hill, 20-passenger boats will go into a tunnel that follows acurving trough and ends abruptly as the
riders plummet down the 80-foot falls at a 50-degree angle, reaching speeds topping 40 mph. An
exit bridge traversing the bottom of the falls will drench spectators with a 1600-square-foot wall
of water.

Another important consideration is location. The entrance to Snake River Falls will be behind the
Town Hall Museum in Frontiertown. The ride’s exit bridge will pass through the path of the tidal
wave and end on the Frontier Trail. The driest view of this “wall of water” will be from the midway
bridge at the entrance of Frontiertown. “The proximity of White Water Landing and Thunder
Canyon have already created a kind of ‘wet zone’ in the park,” Colvin said. “With the addition of
Snake River Falls, it will almost be a new themed ride area.”

The next step is to give the ride “one-of-a-kind” appeal. Snake River Falls is not a new type of
ride—it is a taller, steeper, faster version of a water ride that is already popular. “Instead of
prototypes, we most often choose to take ‘shelf rides’ in which all the pieces and parts ar¢ proven
and modify them to be more exciting and uniquely Cedar Point’s,” Colvin said. “We are in the habit
of building world-record-breakers—if it’s already been done, it’s our duly (0 do it better.”

“Making it better” is normally left exclusively to the ride manufacturers, but Cedar Point is
unusual in that the park has in-house experts to help (o customize standard rides. In the case of
Snake River Falls, all of the manufacturers’ past ‘shoot-the-chute” rides have been no more than
65 feet all and patterned in an oval. Cedar Point wanted a figure eight course and a tunnel at the
top of the ride (o prevent passengers from seeing what lies ahead until just before they take the 80-
fool plunge.

“It’s lucky that Richard Kinzel, the president of this company, is also “a rider,”” Colvin said. “We
asked for the figure eight layout to add a visual elementon the way down the steep hill. Thatdesign
and the tunnel should really make an impact on the riders’ experience.”

Typically contracts are signed in June and site preparation begins in August or Spetember. The
park does not normally announce a new ride until September or later, for competitive reasons. “We
don’t want to describe our plans to other parks who may try to copy our efforts,” said Colvin.
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Movie Review

By Brett Powers
Staff Reporter

' Ever have one of those days
« when the whole world seems to
be against you? One of those days
when your job, your car, all the
* people you come in contact
« with—even those you love—are
seemingly out to get you? What
can you do if the whole world is
* against you? In Falling Down,
« Michael Douglas shows us one
alternative: fighting back.
Falling Down is a good movie
in many respects. It has great
* acting, quality filming and what
. looks like a sizable budget. The
only problem with it is that the
moviegﬁdk’fsnd}fvhcre. Starting out
with Douglas already cracked
« from the pressures of life, the
movie has no place to go. It just
spirals down in one depressing
scene after another. There is no
« development of character from
what we are given in the first five
minutes of the movie. It is a two
hour documentary about a man
* with a nervous breakdown.

The Almanian

The promotional campaign for
this movie was slick, but it was not
very representative of the movie. It
gave the slant that the movie was
going to be adark comedy; when in
reality, the movie is just dark.

Douglas was great as the nerdy
man who could not take it any-
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on his last day before he retires.
The only one to show any change
in the movie, his is definitely the
mostinteresting character. He starts
off as a worn-out cop who is doing
desk work and ends up a daring
detective. And if this aspect of the
movie would have been highlighted

Falling Down has some good filming and
acting, only its overall themes and plot do
not go anywhere; do not resolve anything.
Itfails so badly in this aspect that the movie
as a whole must be looked at as a failure

more. It was hard to believe this
was the same guy who had been
involved with Sharon Stone in Ba-
sic Instinct; but then that is what
actors and actresses are supposed
to do, right? Douglas portrays his
character well; he is very convinc-
ing—itis just too bad that the script
did not give him somewhere to go
with iL.

Robert Duvall does an outstand-
ing job with his character—a cep

more, Falling Down would have
came across much better.

The one really interesting scene
was during the first two minutes of
the movie. It is a simple scene:
Douglas is stuck in a traffic jam.
But what the director, Joel
Schumacher, does with it 1s amaz-
ing. Using close ups, slow motion,
interesting ‘camera angles and an
overall montage effect,
Schumacher achieves true cin-

.Falling Down drives viewers to depression

ematic beauty, tensionandaform
of high art. This scene will be
shown in college film classes in
years to come. But the rest of the
movie does not follow this same
intense artfulness and greatness;
ifithad, Falling Down would be
an Oscar magnet.

The film is rated R for strong
language and some violence. It
should also have a warning to
suicidal and depressed people to
avoid this movie. Falling Down
is so depressing that once you
leave the theater you feel like
walching 10 hours of mindless
comedy (Airplane, Naked Gun)
to counteract the negative vibes
you get from it.

Falling Down has some good
filming and acting, only its over-
all themes and plot do not go
anywhere; do not resolve any-
thing. It fails so badly in this
aspect that the movie as a whole
must be looked at as a failure. I
recommend you save your
money for one of the summer
blockbusters, and let Falling
Down stay down for the count.

. Movie Picks

¥

CB 4
* A comedy about a rap band—
+ Cell Block4—starring AllenPayne,
. Deezer D and Cris Rock. Often
compared to Wayne' s World in for-
* mat, CB4 takes on a documentary
« (of sorts) style. According to Tom
Gliatto of People Weekly, “Like
Wayne' s World, it’sbasically agrab
bag, alarky, conscientiously stupid
» series of gags, music-video paro-
. dies, vulgarities, dream sequences
and pop cross-references.” The film
mixes the story of the group’s run-
ins with a drug kingpin (played by
«» Charlie Murphy—Eddie’ s brother).
With afew attempts to deal with the
controversial issues of rap music.
* (Rated R).

Swing Kids

Starring Robert Sean Leonard,
Christian, Bale and Barbara
« Hershey. Critics have slammed this
interesting exploration of life in the
Third Reich: “For all its heart (and
politics) being in the right place,
+ andsomedazzlingdance and movie
sequences,Swing Kidsisreallylittle
more than Hamburg, 90210,” said

* Leah Rozen of People. The film

» chroniclesthelivesof German teen-
agers in 1939 who protest the ac-
tions of the Nazis by outwardly
displaying their love of American

* swing music—music that was

» banned due (0 its large numbers of
Jewish and African-American art-

ists. Although the theme deserves
praise, apparently it’s not enough
to overcome the “heavy-handed
script which substitutes archetypes
(the principled youth, the emotional
wealking, the noble cripple) for
believable characters,” said Rozen.

The Crying Game

Released earlier this month, this
film starring Stephen Rea has re-
ceived positive reviews mostly fo-
cusing on director Neil Jordan’s
cinematic ability: “The scriptis full

. of reversals and abrupt dislocations

and, halfway through, the movie
springs a huge, jaw-dropping sur-
prise,” said Terrence Rafferty of
The New Yorker. This gripping film
portrays the life of an IRA gunman
grappling with serious emotional
highs and lows and an ultimate
change of heart.

A Far Off Place

Yes, thisisa G-rated Disney flick,
but it's worth seeing. A Far Off
Place is the story of an American
man who works to stop poaching
and the illegal exporting of ivory.
He, along with his family, is be-
trayed and murdered by a close
friend—the head of the conspiracy
to export large amounts of ivory
tusks. Only the young daughterand
her male guest survive. The story of
human perseverance and cross-cul-
tural unity, the film chronicles their
journey to safety and ultimately their
successful uncovering of the crime.

Dancers begin practice

Senior Jennifer Bork practices one of her dances for the Alma
College Dance Company concert. The concert will be held nexi
month at the Alma High School Auditorium. Photo by M.Stargardt.
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“The thure of tbe;' Universe”
LecLu_re by Pro[essor Yervanl.

Student volunteers
sought for
development projects

Global Volunteers is ac-
~tively seeking student groups
and individuals o volunteer
for one-threc weeks over the
summer at development
project sites in Russia, Po-
land, Jamaica, Guatemala,
Mexicoand the Mississsippi
River Delta in the United
States. Volunteers assist with
projects such as building and
repairing community cen-
ters, tutoring, teaching En-
glish and assisting in health
care. Volunteers teams live
in the host community in
homestays or in community
buildings. Volunteers pay
their own way. All trip-re-
lated expenses are tax de-
ductible, and there are sub-
stantial discounts for groups.
Formoreinfoanda freccala-
log, contact Krista Twesme
alL 1-800-487-1074.

Ever Get A Pal
Smashed!
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ftry
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FRIENDS DON'T LET FRIENDS
DRIVE DRUNK

HOURS:

MON. - WED. 9:30 - 5:30 PM
THURS. 9:30 - 9:00 PM
FRI. 9:30 - 9:00 PM

SAT. 9:30 - S:00PM

105 W, SUPERIOR ST.
DOWNTOWN ALMA
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adidas

(517)463-1865
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By Aiko Schaefer
Freelance Writer

The ancient forests of the Pa-
cilic Northwest are one of
America’s most valuable re-
sources. These forests contain
some of the world’s largest and
mosL impressive trees and pro-
vide habitats for hundreds of
unique plantand animal species.
They protect watersheds by keep-
ing soil in place and regulating
water temperatures. When these
forests are clear-cut, large
amountsof soilerode into nearby
rivers and lakes, killing fish and
polluting water supplies. Habi-
tats for hundreds of plant and
animal species, of which the cel-
ebrated northern spotted owl is
only one, are destroyed in the
process.

We are just beginning o un-
derstand the importance of these
forests, and the more we learn,
the more important their preser-
vationappears. Inaddition to their
intrinsic beauty and value, these
diverse ecosyslems are impor-
lant sources of vilal medicines
that are a key part of efforts to

— Environmentally Speaking
Green Corps sends message to Clinton

cure cancer, AIDS, Alzheimer’s

- disease and countless other human

alflictions.

Ninety percent ol our ancient [or-
est, which is part of every
American’s birthright, has already
been destroyed for the benefit of
private industry. What remains is
being destroyed at a ratc of several
squarc miles each week despile a
two-year supply of unsold timber.
This massive destruction is the
legacy of the Rcagan and Bush
administrations’ 12-year waronour
nation’s cnvironmental heritage.

As part of their “blame game,”
previous administrations blamed
efforts to protect this heritage for a
faltering economy and the decline
in timber employment. The facts
tell a far different story: As timber
harvests have increased, acceler-
aled automation and export of un-
processed logs have caused the
number of timber jobs to decline.
Annihilating the last old-growth
forests will take less than a decade
aL current logging rates and will
only delay the inevilable transition
Lo sustainable forestry.

The conflict over ancient forest
preservation has been marked by

political grandstanding and mis-
information. President Clinton
has an historic opportunity (o
reverse years of mismanagement
and place the American forest
products industry on a sustain-

able basis that can yield jobsand J_

wealth for years to come. We
urge him to use the upcoming
forest summit to [ulfill his cam-
paign promise by prolecung
America’s few remaining ancient
forests, thereby helping to pre-
serve our shared environmental
heritage for future generations
ol Americans. To help assure a
better world for them and for us,
we urge each of you Lo wrile
President Clinton and encour-
age him (o prolect our ancient
forests.

Editor's note: Aiko Schaefer is
a member of Green Corps envi-
ronmental group, whose current
goal is to “urge President
Clinton as well as the Michigan
Congressional Representatives
to take a leadership role in pro-
lecling the remaining Ancient
[orests and to promote sustain-
able forestry practices.”
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International Publications

is spcnsoring a
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American Collegiate Poets Anthologp

ﬁatmml College Poretry Contest

open to all college and university students desiring to have their
poetry anthologized. CASH PRIZES will go to the top five poems:

$100

First Place

Second Place

E000 525

Third Place

520 rorn
$20 Fitn

popular,

P.O, Box 44044-L

Los Angeles, CA 90044

AWARDS of publication for ALL accepted manuscripts In our
handsomely bound and copyrighted anthology,
AMERICAN COLLEGIATE POETS.

Deadline: March 31
CONTEST RULES AND RESTRICTIONS:

1. Any student is eligible to submit his or her verse.
2. All entrles must be original and unpublished.
~ previously printed In student publications are acceptable.
3. Allentries must be typed, double-spaced, on one side of the
page only. Each poem mustbe on aseparate sheet and must
bear, inthe upper left-hand corner, the NAME and ADDRESS
of the student as well gs the COLLEGE attended. Put name

and address on envelope alsol (Alumni Welcomel)

4. There are norestrictions on form ortheme. Length of poems
up to fourteen lines. Each poem must have a separate title.
(Avoid “Untitled”!) Small black and white lllustrations welcome.

5. The judges’ declision will be tinal.

6. Entrants should keep a copy of all entrles as they cannot be
returned. Prize winners and all authors awarded publication
will receive a gold-seal certificate ten days after the deadline.
I.P. will retain one-time publication rights for accepted poems.
Foreign language poems welcome.

7. Thereis an initial $3 registration fee for the first entry and a fee
of one dollar for each additional poem.

8. All entries must be postmarked not later than the above
deadline and fees be paid, cash, check or money order, to:

INTERNATIONAL PUBLICATIONS

Poems

No Info by phone!
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Danca earns recognition with All-
American honorable mention

By Danielle Salgat
Freelance Writer

dissatisfaction.

“I felt I could have done a lot
better,” said Danca. “I was saus-
fied with my placing, but not with
my scores. [ don’t think it was one
of my best performances.”

You may question his discontent
after discovering thathis 15th place
finish on the 3-meter board earned
him All-American Honorable Men-
tion recognition. He fared almost
as well on the 1-meter board by
placing acommendable 18th. Both
competitions consisted of a field of
36 competitors and, as expected,
there was a tremendous amount of
pressure.

“I was happy with his perfor-
mance,” said coach Greg Baadle.
“He dove consistently, and that’s
how youdo well at national meets.”

Being a veteran Lo the champion-
ships proved to have some advan-
lage for Danca, and despite a 12-
hour flight on Tuesday and a late
arrival Tuesday night, he kept his
concentration.

“We arrived at 9 p.m. Tuesday
night because of delays and Radu
hadtodive early Wednesday mom-
ing,” said Baadte, “But he is al-
ways focused. He knew what he
had to do and went out and did it.”

Danca showed improvement dur-
ing the regular season as well as at
the national meel. Last year he
placed 22nd on the 3-meter board
and 25th on the 1-meter board at
the championships.

“I think I had a good season,”
said Danca, “and I'm already look-
ing forward to next year.”

But earning the prestige of an
All-American this year wasn’t
enough to keep him from setting
even higher goals for next season.

“That was my goal this year to
place in the top 16, but next year I
want to be in the top eight,” he said.
And with determination like that
he won’t stop until he has splashed
his way to the top. Or in Danca’s
case, make that without the splash.

“Focus.”

Can one word really sum up all
the things an athlete needs 1o re-
member before a performance?
Probably not, but to sophomore
Radu Danca, focusing has become
an ordinary part of being a diver,
and after two consecutive years of
competition at the national level,
he has definitely learned the im-
portance of being focused.

Turning an ordinary diving sea-
son inlo an extraordinary one is
almost a given when referring 1o
Danca, and this year was no excep-
tion. He recently finished yet an-
other successful season by return-
ing to theNCAA Division ITI Swim-
ming and Diving Championships
for his second straight year. This
year’s compelition was held al
Emory University in Atlanta, Geor-
gia, and. although his results were
remarkable, Dancaexpressed some

Radu Danca shows his nationally ranked form. File photo

-
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Alma-Albion
doubleheader
justifies tight race

By Bill Ballenger
Freelance Writer

The varsity baseball squad
validated predictions of another
successful campaign this past
weekend. After a three-week
hiatus, including two cancelled
weekend tournaments (inclem-
ent weather), the familiar faces
of the 1992 MIAA runner-ups
split a doubleheader at Albion
on Saturday. The Scots record
currently stands at an even 5-5-
1,dating back totheirnon-league
matches in spring training (Feb.
28 - Mar. 6).

In the opening match, the
Scots, behind the solid pitching
of junior southpaw Brian Hood
and their trademark potent slug-
gers, jumped oul Lo a 6-1 lead.
Butthe Britonsdid not falldown
and play dead; the host team
scored six unanswered runs in
the intermediate innings, high-
lighted by a three run dinger, (0
spoil the Scots’ debut, 7-6.

The second contest began
much like the first. The Scols
established an early 5-1 lead
before the resurgent Britons
scored four runs, capped off by a
three run homer, toknot the score
at five runsapiece in the seventh
inning. But, unlike the first
malch, Alima ended up viclori-
ous. First-year student Corky Th-
ompson, who relieved sopho-
more starter Ryan Kimbirauskas,
retired the side of the eighth in-

ning and sophomore centerfielder
Brent Neubecker hit a two-out
solo homer to lift the Scots to
their first league win, 6-5. Th-
ompson was credited with the
win,

“I was very pleased overall,”
said coach Bill Klenk “We only
made one error all day. Mark
Church pitched pretty well and
Kimbirauskaspitched really well.
The second game was a big win
for us...if we had lost that one, it
would have really buried us in
the race. After they had come
back and tied us in the second
game, we didn’t just pack our
bags and go home.”

“Wereally hitwell,” Klenk later
added. “We had 22 hits between
the two games, 11 ineach. Dustin
Ducham and Tim Bailcy both hit
well.”

“We have the ability Lo be the
bestieam in the conference,” said
Bailey, who batted a robust .800
(4-5) over the two games. “We
should have won both games and
Albion was picked by many to
win the whole conference.”

“We played very well,” sum-
marized junior third baseman
Brett Graham. “We had only one
error and we really hit the ball
well...I was very pleased with
what I saw.”

“We hit the ball well,” con-
cluded junior designated hitter
Greg Gray. “I think you can ¢x-
pect a strong showing from us.”

By Lisa Shoemaker
Sports Editor

Women’s tennis extended its
overall season record to 5-2 af-
ter defeating Division II
Northwood Institute 7-2 on
Thursday indoors at Midland.

“We played as well as we are
going to play coming out of the
gym,” said Coach Deb Mapes.
“It lakes a lot of adjustment to
go from our Tartan surface to
regular hardcourts, but we ad-
justed well.”

“We all had to adjust our
stroke,” said first-year player
Sarah Gabler. “You have to
swing differently because the
ball has a different bounce (o it
when you go from our indoor
surface to hardcourts.”

The Scots were impressive
from the outset as they swept
five of six singles matches. The
Scots were led by junior Jenni-
fer Jourdan at number one
singles. Jourdan defeated her
opponent in three sets 6-3, 6-7,
6-4, in what Mapes singled out
as a “very good match.”

Gabler (6-3, 6-1), senior Car-
rie Roth (6-2,6-2), senior Tracie
Ripper (6-0, 6-1) and sopho-
more Leslie Powell (6-0, 6-1)
also registered victories for the
Scots in the number three
through six singles slots.

The Scots only singles loss
occurred in the number two slot.

Women's tennis
dominates Northwood

Junior Melanie Mayer was de-
feated 6-4, 7-5 by Northwood’s
Christy Stein.

“Sarah Gabler had a good
match,” said Mapes reflecting
onherteam’s performance. “She
easily handled her opponent, as
did five (Ripper) and six
(Powell).”

“Everyone in singles played
strong,” said Gabler. “Jen
Jourdan really pulled through in
her match.”

In doubles action the Scots
were equally as dominating, tak-
ing two of the three matches.
However, the number one
doubles tandem of Jourdan and
Mayer were the lonc victims,
falling to Northwood 6-0, 6-1.
Alma’s Roth and Ripper then
came back to pick up the win at
number two doubles 64, 6-2.
Gabler and junior Kim Kraai
were likewise victorious for the
Scotsatnumber three doubles 6-
1, 6-1.

“Northwood was an average
team,” said Mapes. “They don’t
have much depth beyond one
and two singles, and we were
able 1o take advantage of that.”

The Scots open the MIAA por-
tion of their schedule on Tues-
day when they travel to
Kalamazoo. They arc scheduled
to host their home-opener on
Thursday when they entertain
Adrian. Both matches start at 3
pm,
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Paul works toward All-American goal

By Lisa Shoemaker
Sports Editor

High-jumping is one of those
obscure track field events. An
event whose champions are de-

student, Paul placed third
in the NCAA Division III

termined by millimeters and Nationals witha jumpof5’
whose losers are determined by 5 1/2”. The following year
the slightest nick of the bar. An  she placed eighthin the na-

tion with a jump of 5’ 6",
and then last year placed
fifth nationally witha jump
of 5° 7 1/2”. All three top
eight finishes have eamed
her the coveted All-Ameri-
can recognition.

This season Paul has
challenged herself even
more by setting her ulti-
mate goal atthe 5’ 10” pla-
teau. Currently, her per-
sonal best is 5° 8” - this
height was achieved ear-
lier this season in her vic-

event that everyone likes to
waich, butno onereally appreci-
ates. An event focused solely on
individual achievement,
athleticism, and technique.
Alma College senior Amanda
Paul excelsineach of these three
arcas. She has earned quite a
reputation both inside and out-
side of the MIAA for her many
achievements in the high-jump
pit. The three-time All-Ameri-
can and MIAA champion re-
turns for her senior year with a

jump competitors. Equally impor-
1ant, herperformanceshave showed
a steady progression to greater
heights. In 1990, as a first-year

both anathletic and technical sport.
“There are some jumpers who are
total technique, while others are
Jjustleapers,” she said. “I am some-

where in-between. My

all before I take off,” she said.
Because the high-jump competi-
tion is often long and drawn out,
Paul has had to learn techniques for

fresh set of goals in mind.

“My biggest goal has always
been tobea four-time All-Ameri-
can,” said Paul. “I really want to
end my career as it started. I
know I am right up there (na-
tionally), but I don’t want to set
my sights that high (top five).”

Paul, from St. Louis, has virtu-
ally dominated her fellow high-

tory at Grand Valley. “Itis
all in your mind set,” she

tally.”

technique is really not
as good as it should be,
and my speed could be
improved.”

She describes the at-
tributes of a good
jumper to be flexibility,
power, technique, and
speed. Of course, Paul
says that the key for her
toimprove herown per-
formanceistodiligently
train. Her workouts
consist of a combina-
tion of plyametrics (cir-
cuitand jump training),
sprinting, and three-
step approaches. Also
to improve her flexibil-

"My biggest goal has
always been to be a
four-time All-
American....I know I
am right up there
nationally."”

-Amanda Paul-

commented on the feasibility of
her new goal. “Physically, I can do
it, but I don’t know about men-

Paul says that she prepares for
her jumps through visualization. “I
imagine my turn, my ‘J’, my hop,

ity, Paul incorporates

stretching, backbends:

in particular, into her workout.
With all the attention that is paid
to Paul’s high-jumping achieve-
ments, it is often overlooked that
she is a two sport alhiete here at
Alma. For the past four vears she
has also been a standout middie

staying mentally focused. “I usu-
ally bring a book and read to keep
my mind off jumping, soIdon’t get
nervous,” she said. “I don’t like to
waich the other jumpers, I just fo-
cus on myself.”

Paul says that high-jumping is
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hitter on the volleyball team.

“I love them both,” says Paul
of her two sports. “Volleyball is
moredemandingin termsoftime,
but competitively, high-jumping
1s my true love.”

Paul has extended her volley-
ball career into the coaching ranks
asthehead varsity coachatIthaca
High School. Her team posted an
impressive 18-14-4 overall
record in her first year at the
helm, good enough for a fourth
place finish in the CSA confer-
ence. “Ilearned a lot from coach-
ing this year,” said Paul. “I very
quickly found out how 1o deal
and not deal with high school
girls.” e

Paul, who will be married in
April to Argil Willman, is hop-
ing to land an elementary teach-
ing job in one of the local Mid-
Michigan school districts. She
has already completed her stu-
dent teaching last fall in the fifth
grade at Ithaca North Elemen-
lary. “I loved fifth grade,” said
Paul of the age group. “The kids
are old enough to talk to, yet still
innocent, which makes teaching
very easy.”

Olson Anderson
6987 Wast Side Sachew R S517-686-4024

SHN

800-886-6227

HELP WANTED
* EXTRA INCOME "93" *

Eam $200-$500 weekly mailing 1993 UWTI
travel brochures. For more information
send self addressed stamped envelope to:
Travel INC., P.O. Box 2530, Miami, FL 33161

Gold-N-Gems Jewelers

110 °E. Superior St.
Downtoun Ama
463 - 5891

Full Line Jewelry
& Watches
Complete Jewelry
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I’m really depressed. We're
onthe verge of Apriland there is
snow covering the ground. Sure,
there are the places where the
snow was plowed away—along
with a little sod—but the white
stuff still abounds. And as long
as it blankets the ground, spring
athletes must do their thing in-
doors.

If you haven’t guessed by now,
I’m just a little fed up with the
weather lately. These cold, rainy
days really put a damper on ev-
erything, especially those who
compete in spring sports. Noth-
ing signals spring more than the
crack of a bat or the pop of a
starter’s pistol. Just thinking
about sitting in the stands and
taking in a game, match or meet
makes the old heart flutter.

This time of year is really a
downer in the sports world. The
NHL and NBA are riding out
the final few weeks before play-
off time. While there are a few
tight races going on for a spotin
the play-offs, for the most part
the teams thatare going to make
it have alreadv been decided.
And then the play-offs tack an-
other two months onto seasons
thatarealready too long. Enough
is enough.

Spring training is going on in

Sports Commentary by Brad Engel

When will the snow melt?
Tales of a claustrophobic sports fan

the south and west, but what good
does that do us here in Michigana?”
Sure we get to watch our favorite
teams use players that never have a
hope of taking the field in a major
league game and rest all the tal-
ented players for the season. Butup
north, all we get from watching
games taking place in Florida is
more depressed when we look out
our windows and see a foot of snow
piled up on our baseball and soft-
ball fields.

But wait, you say. That isn’t all
that is going on, you say. We are in
the midst of the most exciting spec-
tacle insports, yousay. The NCAA
Final Four is this weekend! Well
maybe that’s exciting if your bet-
ting pool teams fulfilled your ex-
pectations and made it this far, but
for most everybody else it is really
anti-climactic. [ don’t know about
most of you, but the best reason I
can give for the NCAA tournament
is that it helps you rationalize why
you didn’t study for that big mar-
keting exam on Friday.

Things are really depressing
around campus. The track, tennis,
baseball and softball teams are all
vying for time Lo practice in the
gym. [’m sure this schedule makes
all of our athletes happy, with ro-
tating practice schedules and work-
outs until three in the morning.

Ohhh. Nothing makes the heart
grow fonder than reminiscing
about the good old college days
of playing a little fungo on the
tartan floor at 2:30 in the mormn-
ing. But, from the fan’s point of
view, everybody practicing in
one place, does make it possible
to watch every team without
moving from your seat.

You’re probably thinking,
“Whatanidiot, why bother com-
plaining about something he
can’tchange? Well,I have aplan.
It’s simple really, all everybody
has to do is go out and buy a few
of those disposable lighters.
Then, at a designated time, we’ll
all go outside and light them up,
raising the temperature of the
earth which will consequently
accelerate the melting of snow.
The trees will think that it is
warmer and grow leaves. Every-
body will be so happy to see the
grass and leaves that they will
dress in spring clothes. Spring
sports will begin play. By the
time people realize that it is sull
30 degrees out, winter will be
too scared to rear its ugly head
and it will go away until next
year, leaving us enjoying spring.
Like you were saying “What an
idiot...”

In The Bleachers By Steve Moore
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On the final turn of the 800 meters, Lawrence
blows a head gasket and stumbles helplessly
to a halt.

EDUCATION

ATTENTION STU-
DENTS INTERESTED
IN TEACHING: If
interested in Elementary
Education, please contact
Dr. Lynda Markham (AC
238; 7166) or Dr. Sue Root
(AC 239: 7202). If inter-
ested in Secondary Educa-
tion please contact Mr.
Amstutz (AC 236; 7209).

ATTENTION ELEMEN-
TARY EDUCATION
STUDENTS: A senior
comprehensive exam is
required fro graduation
from Alma College.
Elementary Education
majors may choose Lo take
either the Graduate Record
Examination (GRE) or the
National Teachers Exami-
nation (Specialty Area
Exam in Elementary
Education). Information
about test dates and
registration is available in

Classifieds

S=The Cutting Crew

134 W. Superior

FOR STUDENTS
10 % OFF RETAIL

463-64%4

the Center for Student
Development ( lower level of
Hamilton).

ATTENTION STUDENTS
INTERESTED IN TEACH-
ING IN ELEMENTARY
OR SECONDARY
SCHOOL: Registration
materials for the Michigan
Teacher Competency Testing
Program are available in the
Education Department.
Registration deadlines and
test dates for the Basic Skills
and Subject Area tests are
listed in the registration
materials. MICHIGAN TEST
OBJECTIVES FOR THE
BASIC SKILLS TEST AND
FOR EACH SUBJECT
AREA TEST ARE AVAIL-
ABLE IN THE EDUCATION
DEPARTMENT AND ON
RESERVE AT THE LI-
BRARY CIRCULATION
DESK. Please see Mrs.
Farrier in AC 237 for registra-
tion materials or for informa-
tion about what tests must be
passed prior 1o oeing recom-
mended for certification 10
teach. Deadlines and policies

will be strictly enforced by the
State Department of Education.

TEACHER SCHOLARSHIP
PROGRAM Again this year,
the U.S. Department of
Education is continuing their
funding for Paul Douglas

Teaching Scholarship Program.

You must have graduated in
the top 10% of your high
school class to be eligible. The
maximum award is $5000 a
year. Stop by the Education
Department for an application
or call Mrs. Farrier, 7357.
Deadline is April 15. See Mr.
Markham if you have any
questions.

EMPLOYMENT

$200-$500 WEEKLY
Assemble products at home.
Easy. No selling. You're paid
direct. Fully Guaranteed.
FREE Information-24 Hour
Hotline. 801-379-2900
Copyright #MI042350.

CRUISE SHIP EMPLOYMENT
now hiring students. $300/$900
wkly. Summer/Full Time. Tour
Guides, Gift Shop Sales, Deck
Hands, Bartenders, Casino
Dealers, Etc. World travel -
Caribbean, Alaska, Europe,
Hawaii. No Experience Neces-
sary. Call 1-602-680-0323 Ext.

2

MAKE MONEY NOW!

Be your own boss -Guaranteed
Results! For more information:
Send $10.00 & S.ASE.to: G.V.
Martinez 18524 N.W. 67 Avenuc
Suite #174 Miami, FL 33015.

EVENTS

PER-
SONAL

CHEAP!

-~ CRUISE JOBS
Students Needed!
Earn $2,000+ /month working for Cruise Ships and Tour
Companies. Holiday, Summer and Full-Time employment
available. For employment program call:

Cruise Empl t Services
(206) 631"0?68 ext. C5614

SEIZED
89 Mercedes

Choose from thousands
starting $50. FREE
Information

24 hour Hotline 801-379-
2929

Copyright # MI 0422310

SUMMER ROOM-
MATE NEEDED! (May
through Aug.). North East
Roseville (Detroit);
Apartment complex
includes indoor pool, hot

T T e T e e
P s v R R A i e

FBI/U.S.
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I’m sure thatseveral of us know
the sound a little oo well. That
all too familiar “Woo00 w00000”
of the Alma Police sirens.

I had the opportunity to be-
come re-acquainted with the
lovely wail of those sirens just a
few short weeks ago. I was driv-
ingplacidly along Superior Street
atabout 2 a.m. when I saw a cop
with his lights on behind me.

Although I was the only car on
the road, for some reason it did
not occur that the Alma piggies
would be after me. I had, after
all, done nothing wrong.

But as the sirens came on and
the cop came so close to my
bumper that I felt like I was Bo or
Luke Duke with Rosco hot on
my tail, I decided to pull overand
see what the fuss was all about.

And then I remembered my
driver’s license. Or should I say
what was left of my driver’s li-
cense. I had a long, long, long
time ago (okay, so it was just a
few months ago) attempted to
alter my license in order for it to
appear asif I were 21. Attempt is
anunderestimate when used here.
I'had scraped, with arazor blade,
all identifying dates off of my
license including the entire (read
BIG here) line which says “UN-
DER 21.” And, since I am no
plastic surgeon, especially when
it comes to doctoring Michigan
drivers’ licenses as I found out
much to my dismay, there were
several large blank lines on my
license.

Rosco sauntered toward the car

[ Lifaing the Kilt by Sara Groves

Alma Police and altered license do not mix

flashing a floodlight in my face,
apparently (rying to see if I was
intoxicated.

“Can [ see your license and insur-
ance?” he demanded.

“Sure,” I managed to gulp out as
I dug through mounds of old nap-
kins, tapes, McDonald’s ketchups,
roadmapsand dried up, dilapidated
french fries, in an attempt to locate
my insurance.

“You been drinking tonight,
miss?”

“Drinking? Oh. You mean, alco-
hol?” I asked, a little 100 slow on
the draw for my own good.

“Yes. Alcohol.”

“No. No, no. Not me. Heh heh
heh.”

“Well, you look a little squirrely.
And your pupils are a little di-
lated,” he said.

Never mind that my heart was
beating so fast and my blood pres-
sure was suddenly so high that I
probably would have tested posi-
tive for cocaine use. Never mind
that he was still shining in my eyes
a floodlight with so much power
that it would have lit up the entire
front of Buckingham Palace and
scared burglarsaway toboot. Never
mind thatit’s a felony to alter your
driver’slicense inthe state of Michi-
gan and there was a chance that I
would have to spend the rest of
Winter Term doing hard time.
Never mind all of that. I looked
squirrely for God’s sakes. I had to
think fast.

“Talways look squirrely. Heh heh
heh,” I said in a pathetic atlempt to
defend myself.

The piggy just shook his head
and started sauntering back to his
car.

“Do you mind telling me what I
did wrong?” I stuck my head out
the window.

“I’ll tell you when I get back up
there. Justhold on while I see if this
checks out,” he said.

“Great,” I thought to myself.
“That jerk is actually going to look
at my license. I’'m dead for sure.
See if it checks out. Ha! There’s
hardly nothing left on that license
to check. It basically just says
Michiganand myname.I’m dead.”

“And what the heck did I do?” I
wondered. “Was I weaving? I must
have been weaving. Good lord. I
haven’t even been drinking except
for thathotchocolate with whipped
cream out at Petticoat. That must
have done me in.”

I began planning my escape. If I
couldjust pick upspeed fast enough
and fly around a corner somewhere
into a dark alley and then hide in
someone’s backyard while he
slowly drove by. Then I would pull
out and follow him—at a distance,
of course—using the utter confu-
sion plan. Suddenly, I would floor
itand just fly pasthim, leaving him
inthe dustto wonder where I.disap-
peared so magnificently to.

But before I had a chance to pull
the old one-two, old Rosco was
back with my sad driver’s license
in his hot little paw.

“First of all, do you know what
you did wrong?” he asked.

I shook my head no.

“Well, it’s a little thing called an

M.R.S.”

I racked my brain trying to come
up with words that M.R.S. could
stand for. Multiple ride speed. Mi-
nor ride speed. Mary ran slow.
Michigan run stop. Did I run a stop
light?

“That’s a Michigan Rolling Stop,
ma’am.”

“T was so close. I guessed Michi-
gan run stop. Same idea, different
words,” I told him.

“Regardless of your guess
ma’am, you merely paused at that
stop light back there and then kept
going. You didn’t come to a com-
plete stop,” he informed me.

“Secondly, this driver’s license
of yours is a very illegal piece of
material,” he said.

I just looked at him blankly, de-
ciding since [ was already doing so
well at playing dumb tonight that
the rest of the act wouldn’t be a
problem.

“How so?” |

“Well ma’am, you attempted to
alter your birthdate on this license.
Now for whatever reason you did
that...” he said.

“Oooohhhh. That. I forgot all
about that,” I said, lving through
my teeth. “Goodness gracious. I
must have done that when I was 16.
Whooee! You know how kids are.
Heh heh heh.”

“Regardless ma’am of when you
did it, you still did it. And it is
against the law in the state of Michi-
gan o alter a state-issued license,”
he said.

“Oh. I was unaware of that, Mr.
Officer,” I said.

“Well, now you are aware.
Since I'm in a good mocd to-
night, I’m going to let you go, if
you promise me that there will
be no more M.R.S.’s and if you
also promise me that you’ll go
right down to the Secretary of
State tomorrow and get a brand-
new license,” he said.

“Oh I promise,” 1 said trying
to decide if I wanted to do
backflips down Superior or if 1
wanted o pop that cop in the
nose for being so condescend-
ing.

He handed back all of my stuff
and sauntered back to his little
cop car. He flicked off his atten-
tion grabbing lights as [ started
up my car and drove placidly
along my way once again, mak-
ing sure to stop completely at all
the stop lights and stop signs. I
felt like I should hang my arms
out the window and do those
hand signals you learn in el-
ementary school for when you’re
riding your bike.

And I am still scurrying about
the streets of Alma as an Alma
cop’sdream—licenseless. Some
night when some little piggy is
short on quota, he’ll hit me and
think to himself, “Bonzai!” as
hehandsoveraticketforafelony
instead of just a wimpy misde-
meanor or some lame speeding
ticket. But for now, I am being
an extra careful driver because
that all too familiar “wooo
wo000” sound of the Almapolice
siren brigade is still eiched in
my memory.

Weird in a serious way

by Dan Baker
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By Char Vandermeer
Freelance Writer

To eat or not to eat. Now I
wouldn’t think that is such a
tough question, would you?
Unfortunately, not everyonein
administrative positions here
at Alma College sees this ques-
tion in quite the light we stu-
dents see it. :

Each semester we fork over
$1,054 to enjoy the delights of
Marriott. I am currently dic-
tated by the constraints of the
fourteen-mean plan. Now, tell
me how many of us really make
use of the full fourteen meals?
I cannotremember the last time
L actually ate dinner at Marriott

day evening. Granted, only
three meals are accounted for
inthis little example; however,
don’tyou find yourself too busy
on, oh, let’s say a Wednesday
night, to haul yourself over to
Hamilton for a delectable din-
ner of baked scrod? Or on
Tuesday, when you see the cute
little sign advertising pasta bar
for the 675th time this year;
don’tyou groanallittle and dial

Pizza Chef?

on a Friday, Saturday, or Sun- -

Right there you have at least five
happily missed meals. That is a lot
of food; that is a lot of money.
Where does that money go? Who
knows?

Authorities try to tell you that

When you see the
cute little sign ad-
vertising pasta bar

for the six hundred
and seventy- fifth
time this year, don’t
You groan a little
and dial Pizza
Chef?

these skipped meals are accounted
for in the total cost of the meal plan
and youreally aren’tlosing a thing.

Sorry, I cannot quite buy that. I
am quite sure I do nol consume
$1,054 worth of food each semes-
ter.

Since I came to the brilliant de-
duction that I only wandered in for
seven to 10 meals a week, I thought
I'would trek on down to the Marriott
offices and get myself signed up

Meal plan not flexible enough

for the seven meal plan. Now: I
know I wouldn’t have any of
that marvelous “Munch
Money,” but with all of my ex-
cess cash saved from the four-
teen meal plan I could put sixty
bucks worth on my card and still
have plenty of “Real Money” o
buy lunch meats and bread for
my healthy in-room lunches.

Being the Einstein that I
thought I was, I was pretty ex-
cited. When I called the Student
Affairs office with my brilliant
plan, they informed me the seven
meal plan was not intended for
measly boarders such as our-
selves. Only lucky commuters
have the pleasure of enjoying
that bargain. When I explained
that T did not eat half of my
meals I was told that the deci-
sion was a personal one and the
hierarchy of Almacould donoth-
ing about it. “Hmmmm,” I
thought. Since it was my choice
not to eat those meals, couldn’t
I make it my decision to be put
on the seven meal plan?

Nope, I guess not. Things just
do not work that way on the
Alma campus. Why not? I sup-
pose such a solution just makes
far too much sense.
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Beware of 'i

By Dan Boyer
Freelance Writer

In its Mar. 16, article, “SUN
sponsors national student town
meeting” The Almanian quoles
SUN (Students United for Nature)
- president Melissa VanDyk as say-
ing, “We are at a historic cross-
roads. For decades, our resources
have been devoted to meeting the
Soviet threat, but now the Soviet
Union is just a memory.” What
VanDyk does not discuss, and what
we desperately need to understand,
was what was the nature of that
threat, the use of those resources,
and what will be the consequences
of that memory?

I cannot believe that it was out of
concern for “humanrights records”
that the United States, for decades,
engaged in a Cold War with the
Soviet Union of espionage and,
basically, everything short of di-
rect armed conflict. We devoted
enormous financial resources
(which served to further impover-
ishthe social programs which were
its miniscule “concession” to the
impoverished working class) to it.
In fact, it was that the bourgeoisie
and their bureaucrats, who have
always run this country, were des-
perate to protect their private prop-
erty against the workers they had

condemned to the misery of wage
slavery. To do so, the Uniled States
was prepared to make deals with
dictators far worse than any in the
soviet Union since the age of Stalin.
National policy was decided on a

we can hear on the news on any
given week. When this happens in
some other country, it is proof of
the tyranny of a totalitarian gov-
ernment. When it happens in this
one, itismerely, as the hypocritical

voucher system of privatization is
“resulting in most factories being
overwhelmingly owned by their
workers. But there’s nothing we
candotostopit.” The United States
responds with prayers of thanks-

Refusing to validate the monstrous acts of the Stalinist policies the
Soviet Union pursued from very early on, until its recent demise, or to
ratify the empty impostures which pass for “freedom” and “democ-
racy” in this country, surrealism insists on maintaining its threat--a
threat with great support within these borders--the scarlet voice of
mutiny which has been heard in every nation on earth.

purely either-or basis: capitalist or
communist. If capitalist, a country
was the Uniled States’ friend, and
the U.S. was only too willing to
overlook a few blemishes.
Neither did the United States
pause to take the log out of herown
eye. The great maxim of Bellamy,
“without social and economic de-
mocracy, political democracy is a
sham,” has never been allowed (o
enter the spectrum of political de-
bate in this country. With brazen
imperialism, the U.S. has moved
again and again to defeat the cause
of liberty at home, even viewed
from its own hypocritical perspec-
tive of “freedom within limits.”
The demonstrators were arrested.

Supreme Court puts it, a question
of “time, manner, and place.” The
cause of private property, and that
alone, athoroughly anti-democratic
principle if there ever was one,
becomes the litmus-test of “demo-
cratic norms.”

This blackest confusion between
economic and political principles
apparently not being enough, the
U.S. now crows gleefully at the
triumph of Boris Yeltsin, one of the
most cynical and lowest counter-
revolutionaries who has ever
crawled the face of the earth. He
continually attempts to rule by de-
cree, to establish a government
agency to “oversee” the media, has
his henchmen complain that the

giving. After all, the largest nation
on earth, which we cannot mention
is threatened by a dictatorship ev-
ery bit as bad as the old regime,
hopeless censorship, and which we
of course do not care is using “de-
mocracy” as a charade to launch a
direct attack against the working
class, is making “progress” toward
a“market economy.” Hyper-infla-
tion is certainly the sort of demo-
cratic virtue we should help Yeltsin
to maintain against those foolish
retrogrades in the Parliament.

Itis my firm conviction that Com-
munism, per s¢, has not yet laughed
its last laugh. That aside, I want 1o
know why what we have—imagi-
nary “freedoms”--is worth protect-

maginary freedoms'

ing against any “threat.” [ am not
afraid to be counted as a former
political prisonerin this “free coun-
try.” Asone,Iam only 100 aware of
the varieties of “freedom” that are
meant: imaginative slavery, wage
slavery, the draft, psychiatric sla-
very, and so on. As long as one can
be jailed for political speech, which
I have been, such freedom can be
only a public relations pose.

Refusing to validate the mon-
strous acts of the Stalinist policies
the Soviet Union pursued from very
early on, until its recent demise, or
to ratify the emply impostures
which pass for “freedom” and “de-
mocracy” in this country, surreal-
iSm insists on maintaining its threat-
-a threat with great support within
these borders--the scarlet voice of
mutiny which has been heard in
every nation on earth. From Iraq to
Indonesia, from Canada to Guinea,
from Russia to Iceland, it remains
the “executive agency of the imagi-
nation,” determined o prepare a
revolution which will mercilessly
assassinale every threat (o human
freedom.. Years ago, its “threat”
was loudly fretted about on the
floor of the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives, and viewed is as serious
enough to be the basis for all sorts
of laughable lies. Its strength today
has only increased.

Less is

By Maria Stephens
Freelance Writer

After receiving our syllabi
the first day of classes at the
University of Aberdeen, Scot-
land, some fellow Alma stu-
dents and I were content, to
say the least, about the pro-
spective workload for the
term.

“We only have to do two
papers and one final exam!”

“Us, too—this is going to
be no problem!”

Our classes did not, in fact,
turn out to be the absolute
breezes we anticipated from
the syllabi. First and second
year courses typically in-
cluded three lectures per week
and one tutorial, which was a
small (less than 10 people)
discussion hour witha profes-
SOr.

The third year classes were
“seminars”: two-hour discus-
sion periods twice a week with
less than 20 people.

We often had one novel or
large reading per week, and
we really had to participate in
discussion.

In addition, we found the
profs had quite high expecla-
tions for those one or two pa-
pers we had to do in the term.

But this was still quite a
change from a typical term at
Alma—a short paper every
few weeks, several tests, lots

of reading for each lecture.

I think both systems have their
advantages and disadvantages; no
educational system is perfect. ButI
think the educational system I ex-
perienced in Scotland has a lot to
offer our own.

The differences in the educational
system and attitude at Aberdeen
were subtle, but significant. I be-
lieve the contrast offers a valuable
caution for American colleges, such
as liberal arts colleges like Alma.

This danger is the idea that “more
is always better.”

I am not talking about distribu-
tive requirements, which allow stu-
dents to gain a valuable introduc-
tion to many various disciplines.

Rather, [ mean taking this value
of a “well-rounded” education to
an extreme, so that what is more
valuableisbreadth of knowledge—
a catalog of facts and names, an
assortment of shallow papers—
rather than in-depth development
of intellectual skills.

[ admit that the manifestations
of this philosophy at Alma College
are only part of our American edu-
cational system and our society as
a whole and that Alma College can
not be expected Lo totally ‘swim
against the tide’ of this educational
trend.

Nonetheless, if we are truly about
learning here, we need to critically
examine facets of oursystem which
may be counterproductive to this
end, and take these cautions to heart.

What do I mean by the “more is

better” philosophy? I mean valu-
ing quantity above quality. I mean
valuing tests and short, shallow
papers above classroom discussion
and intellectual effort.

The importance of discussion was
the most striking difference at Ab-
erdeen. Because we were not
bogged down by smallassignments,
we had time to read texts carefully
and were expected to voice our
reactions, problems, and objections.

Our reading for classes was also
designed so that it was psychologi-
cally possible for students to focus,
in depth, on, for instance, one par-
ticular author or theory. Qur con-
centration was not so fragmented
by the emphasis on “knowing” as
many “‘things” (facts, theories, au-
thors) as possible (or impossible).
Because we could concentrate, we
could learn how to read critically,
express opinions, and know in
depth, not just breadth.

What students “learn” from this is
that they are thinking people, that
they can express their own ideas,
not merely spit back knowledge or
facts spoon-fed to them.

This experience also “ieaches”
them that one can actually learn
from and even enjoy (!) in-depth
discussion, and that the give-and-
take of discussion is an important
aspectofintellectual development.
They learn how to express ideas
verbally, and more importantly,
how to listen 1o others.

I am not saying that Alma teach-
ers do not believe this or teach this,

too. I have had wonderful teachers
here, who have encouraged me
enormously in my intellectual de-
velopment and expression of my
own voice and in learning the give-
and-take of discussion.

But I do feel that certain institu-
tional facets and overall emphases
can impede this development.

Sometimes I do get the feeling
that our educational system as a
whole does not think that I am
capable of valuable discussion, or
simply does not feel that this dis-
cussion is useful and necessary.

What matters, it seems, is the
pure bulk of pages I turn in and on
what day, the number of facts or
authors I can rattle off, the grades I
can point to for this or that class.

Yes, I know, there are the GREs,
the competitive job market...all
those places where these things DO
matter, where we will have toknow
how to “compete” to survive.

But I still believe that the skills
and values of intellectual develop-
ment will not only be better for our
society in the long run, but also, in
fact, better serve those pragmatic
ends which the “competitive-
minded” insist upon.

The skills of discussion, expres-
sion, and the value of not justdoing
many things, but perhaps less things
well, as well as the ability to moti-
vate oneself and enjoy the intellec-
tual process without all the little

more when it comes to learning

Students learn more than facts
from an institution, they learn
attitudes. They learn whether
what they think has any value,
and whetherexpression of what
they think is valuable. They
leam if listening and discussion
are useful and valuable.

Alma College certainly up-
holds these values, ostensibly.
But some institutional facets
and emphases work against
these intentions.

American college education
in general would benefit if it
would ease up on the need o
produce, produce, produce pa-
pers, grades, and standardized
scores, a lot more learning
would happen.

While there is value in having
abreadth ofknowledge on vari-
ous subjects, there is also value
in going into one subject in
depth.

Perhaps what I experienced
in Scotland was primarily a dif-
ference in culture. It seems itis
often difficult for Europeans to
comprehend the frenetic pace
of American life.

I think our educational sys-
tem has, to some extent, fallen
victim to this frenetic pace, and
I worry what the casualties may
be.

As Albert Einstein said,
“Imagination is more impor-

carrots and sticks poking us every tant than knowledge.” It’s time

minute are necessary for success in
any endeavor.

our country’s educational sys-
tem began to reflect that.
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Monteith in need

At an institution that prizes its academic selectivity and

strives (o continually improve its academic reputation on

- both the regional and national levels, it is difficult Lo
understand why Monteith Library, one of the most essential
academic resources for our students, faculty and staff, does
not have more precedence when budget decisions for
improvements and allocations are made. It is the position of
The Almanian staff that the library is in nced of numerous
improvements and that such necds deserve immediate
consideration.

First, though, we must acknowledge the library’s many
strengths, which include its dedicated professional staff.
Interlibrary loan, a service that enables students and others
Lo obtain ilems nol available al the College’s library from
other universitics and institutions, deserves praise. The staff
handles loan requests promptly and accurately. Addition-
ally, the staff makes itself available for specialized services
such as individual research assistance, tours and other
instructional sessions. The recent acquisition of new
equipment such as Wilsearch and updated ML A hardware
and the availability of VCRs and audio visual equipment
should also be commended.

Despile these positives, however, Monteith lacks many of
the elements necessary in a quality college library. Perhaps
the most prominent area of need is the number of resources
or basic volumes that the library holds. The library simply
needs to increase and upgrade resources in the disciplines of
business and business law, education, English and the
sciences, among others. Due 10 a “lack of space” earlier this
year, the library rejected a large number of essential busi-
ness law books—books that a professor eventually decided
to house in her own office and residence for student use.
Students and faculty in the fields of education and English

of improvements

often find themselves frustrated by the many outdated texts
as well as the slim selection of resources available to them.
Furthermore, the library does not subscribe to a number of
needed science journals and has not sufficiently increased
the number of texts desired by many biochemistry, biology
and psychology majors. Although interlibrary loans are
possible, we feel students at an institution of higher learmning
such as Alma should have an adequate number of resources
available to them first-hand.

Along with the need for more texts and academic source
materials, the library’s periodical system nceds attention.
While the College does subscribe to over 1,000 periodicals,
it is often difficult (o locate specific issues. It would be
helpful if the system were unified by, for example, having
all issues of a particular title on microfilm or microfiche.
Such a practice would eliminate the problems caused by
allowing students to check-out the magazines and journals
instead of retaining these materials at all times as most other
school libraries do.

The library’s hours should also be considered. Due to the
small size of the Alma College campus, the number of
sufficient study areas is quite limited, especially late at
night. Extending the regular library hours during the week
(currently Monday-Thursday 8 a.m.-midnight) throughout
the term would provide students with a much-needed, and
consequently a widely-used, study option.

We are not attempting to blame or even target the library’s
staff. We believe the school would be served well by these
library improvements. If Alma is committed to the academic
growth of its students and continually yearns to achicve
recognition through upgraded accreditations, it only seems
logical that the library would be a focal point of budget
allocations.

Letter to
the Editor

Dear Editor

I'would like to send thanks to Steve
Rummel for highlighting our ex-
citing new Mac Lab in AC 310
(March 23, The Almanian). Spe-
cial thanks for this facility arc due
1o Tanya Shire and Donna Adams
in the computer center for discov-
ering this unusual opportunity, put-
ling the package together, and man-
aging (o sct up the entire lab over
break.

Walter Beagley
Chair of Faculty Computing Com-
mitlec

Retraction

In last week’s Mar. 23, 1993 is-
sue of The Almanian the article
entitled “Become a scholar of your
culture and educate” by [reelance
writer Theresa Morris on page 10
of the Opinion scction contained
an error in the sccond paragraph of
column two. The anicle stated,
“You will be doing your baking
with them...” The word “baking”
should have been “banking” in-
stead, and the sentence should have
read Y ou will be doing your bank-
ing with them...” The Almanian
apologizes for this error.

State Budget needs to be reconsidered

By Heather Cummings
Opinion Editor *

In the Mar. 29 edition of the Detroit Free Press, an article entitled “Closing Shelters Offers Unwise
Savings,” brought up a very disturbing fact. The article declares that the state, assumedly Engler and
all his yahoos, have cut back on shelter programs for pregnant and homeless teenagers. This, I believe,
is a grave mistake.

To begin with, it is well understcod in our society that the cycle of homelessness, pregnancy, and
unemployment continues throughout generations of families. Homeless teenagers traditionally have
come from homes that are abusive and also contain a parent who is unemployed. In many cases these
Leenagers were also children of teenage mothers. Where does Engler expect these children to find
direction and emotional support which is crucial to growing up healthy and productive?

[understand that the state of Mich gan needs to cut back on spending, but Engler is not looking into
the future with this cutback. Thisistemporary. It will come back to haunt the state. But this is nothing
new with many politicians. If something can be done for the time being, and it hélps for the minute,
then great. It is laziness; it is lack of planning and concern for the people of Michigan, and more
importantly, humanity.

What, I ask you, is going to happen to the homeless teenagers? Do the executors of the new state
budgel believe that these young p:ople are going to be able to move off the streets and gain a
understanding of education and woik ethics? Who cares about college, or even a G.E.D. when your
main concerns are finding (ood, shelter, and care for your new born baby?

Take for example a thirteen year cld incest survivor. She is pregnant, and needs 1o Ieave the home
for fear of continual abuse. Where it this person to go? The shelters provided warmth, food, and just
asimportant, encouragement 1o go bick to school. Sometimes it is the first time in these children’s lives
that anyone has shown any concem for them andjor their futures.

I'am not saying that the state of Michigan, has to continually support people who are capable of
working. [ agree that this happens everyday. But simply cutting those programs does not help.
Medicaid, for example, necds to be investigated properly. I understand allocation, and follow-ups take
time and money, but in the long run tis can be beneficial. It is not wrong to try and help people who
do not have the means. Teenagers esyecially need guidance that they are not getting at home and on
the streets.

Sometimes people need 1o see things on a selfish, self-interest level to understand, or fecl that
something is valid. So lets look at it his way. Keeping teenagers off the street forces the crime rate
down, thus, giving society a safer envionment in which to live, work, and raise familics. Next, making
teenagers interested in school and leaning will create more constructive, positive brain power for our
nation. And lastly, giving a teenager :elf worth gives that teenager a reason Lo live, and respect life
including the lives of others.

Soat times just because something sazes money does not mean it is going to continually save money,
or more importantly create a better soiety. If our elected officials are not going to look further than
their next election, we need 1o do it fo them. The quality of our country is a stake.
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