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Levine fights for war on drugs
By Cathy DeShano
News Editor

The drug problem continues to

plague America, despite apparent

government efforts to control the

amount of drugs which are brought

into the United States. On Wednes-

day, Michael Levine, a former drug

enforcement agent for the United

States federal government, discussed

his experiences with the Alma Col-

lege community.

An undercover narcotics agent for

25 years, Levine believed his “un-

dercover” experiences began as a

child growing up in the South Bronx

of New York City during the 1 950’s.

As a teenager, Levine had a drinking

problem and was arrested twice be-

fore the age of 1 6. To help straighten

himself out, Levine joined the Air

Force. As a result of these situations

and a near brush with death while in

the Air Force, Levine looked to-

wards a career in drug enforcement.

“How I got here was because of
the fear of reaching my final day and

saying the words T wish I had,’”

said Levine. “I wanted to experi-

ence everything life had to offer.”

Levine graduated from Hoekstra

College after his time in the Air

Force and took his first job with the

Internal Revenue Service as an un-

dercover agent dealing with gam-

blers. It was during this time that

Levine discovered his younger
brother was hooked on heroin. His

brother later died from his addic-

tion.

“I wanted to go to war. If there

was a war on drugs, I wanted to be

in on it. I wanted to get the guys

who were killing my brother,” said

Levine.

Levine took a job with the Bu-

reau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Fire-

arms because he was unable to get

into the Bureau of Narcotics im-

mediately.

“I went out undercover and got

the guys who had guns and dope. I

would use the firearm laws to get

the dope dealers. I didn ’ t care about

the gun,” said Levine. “In one year,

I locked up something like 60 dope

dealers. I hated those drug deal-

ers.”

Eventually, Levine was trans-

ferred to the hard narcotics smug-

gling unit. Unfortunately, he didn ’t

find the American war against drugs

as honest an effort as he’d believed

it to be.

Levine’s first experience with

realism occurred as a result of a

drug arrest he made on July 4,

1971 . After arresting a man in the

United States, Levine travelled to

Bangkok, Thailand to arrest the

man’s contact. However, before he

was able to make the arrest, the

U.S . government pulled Levine off

the case.

A similar event occurred years

later. Levine had been working

on a drug case in Columbia,

South America in which heeven-

tually arrested some of the big-

gest drug dealers in the country.

However, the American govern-

ment dropped the charges against

the drug dealers. After writing a

letter to a Newsweek reporter

suggesting that illegal activities

were occurring in the American

government and the Central In-

telligence Agency, Levine suf-

fered severely.

“I started to notice people fol-

lowing me. I knew my phone
was tapped. My house was
bugged. I left the country,” said

Levine. “When I got back, two

internal security inspectors from

the U.S. questioned me. Therein

began an intensive personal in-

vestigation where everything

that could be done was done to

try to put me into jail.”

Levine left the Drug Enforce-

ment Agency soon after. In an

effort to inform U.S. citizens of

the treason he believes the

American government has com-

mitted against its citizens, he

has written several books and

tours the country speaking to

audiences.

Our Country's

Good debuts

The cast o/Our Country's Good rehearses for their upcoming

performance. Photo by A Torrence

Fraternities practice stricter party policies

By Kristin Allen

Staff Reporter

The scenario seems all too fa-

miliar to Alma College students:

out and about on a Friday or Satur-

day evening, a small group of

friends wander up the steps of a

fraternity house and are greeted at

the door by a member who asks

for their invite.

“Oops,” they reply. “We left
them in our rooms.”

Sound familiar so far? Now pic-

ture the conclusion to this story:

the group is turned away, left to

entertain themselves for the rest

of the evening.

Due to the stricter enforcement

of already existing Interfraternity

Council party policies, this scene

will become more prevalent, as

fraternities agree to control their

parties while protecting them-

selves and those in attendance.

“This is not a change; the rules

have always been in place, they ’ ve

just never been strictly enforced,”

said Anne Lombard, Assistant

Dean of Students and IFC advisor.

According'to Lombard, fraterni-

ties will begin adhering to the ex-

isting invite policy; that is, frater-

nities can invite 150 people not

counting their members. Those re-

ceiving the invites must bring them

to the party in order to gain admis-

sion.

“Invites are not pamphlets; they

are invitations,” explained IFC

President Jason Watkins. “These

houses are our residences. The bet-

ter we monitor who’s coming to

our houses, the easier it is to con-

trol what people do.”

The one local and four national

fraternities on Alma’s campus are

taking gradual steps to eventually

run each party by the book. Be-

cause of the risks of liability prob-

lems, IFC, the governing body of

each fraternity, is making a con-

scious commitment to be pro-

active rather than reactive to prob-

lems that may arise.

Watkins explained that in the

past, fraternity parties have been

free-for-alls — anyone could get

in.

“The Greek system has taken

too much responsibility as a so-

cial outlet on this campus,” said

Watkins. “We have the most open

party policy of any school around.

We are not attempting to turn our

backs on the campus; we just

need to be more careful where

risk management is concerned.”

Watkins and the entire IFC execu-

tive body worry that the existing fra-

ternity insurance policies would not

adhere if something were to happen.

“Insurance companies don’t want

to pay when something goes wrong,”

said Keel Amundsen, IFC Vice Presi-

dent. “If something were to happen

and they could prove we didn ’t throw

a legal party, the chapter would be

held responsible and die members

would probably pay for the rest of

their lives.”

Amundsen explained this would

affect not only the individual chap-

ter, but the entire Greek system and

ultimately, the school.

“In some ways, we feel like we’ve

been taken for granted as a free

social oudet for the campus,” said

IFC treasurer Aaron Howald.

The system will be self-regulat-

ing: each fraternity will serve as a

check on each other. A party patrol

consisting of an administrator and

either the president or an IFC mem-
ber of each group will continue to

make official rounds to each house.

“It will lake a real effort on the

part of everyone involved, just be-

cause it goes against what’s hap-

pened in the past,” said Howald.

Members of IFC believe that al-

though this process is a slow,

gradual one, it will eventually help

the Greek system.

“Nearly 90 to 95 percent of the

campus is Greek on the weekends,”

said Amundsen. “Hopefully receiv-

ing an invite will now be more of a

privilege.”

“We’re not trying to prevent any-

one from having a good time,”

added Lombard. “We just want to

enforce the existing policies before

one incident threatens the entire

Greek system.”
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Families key to positive society Jackson addresses

racial issues at CMU
By Leslie Theisen

Investigative Reporter

Tragedy continues to strike
American society and families to-

day. Daily newspapers speak of teen-

age suicides, pregnancies, and kill-

ings. Barbara Whitehead, a keynote

speaker in a series of presentations

by Alma College’s Service Learn-

ing Program, addressed this year’s

theme, “The American Family in

Crisis.”

Whitehead is a Research Associ-

ate at the Institute for American

Values, a non-partisan organization

in New York.
“Her particular research centers

on families with children. Her most

recent article, entitled ‘Dan Quayle

Was Right,’ appeared in the April

issue of The Atlantic Monthly and

set a record newsstand sale,” said

Joseph Walser, who introduced
Whitehead to the audience.

The magazine, which usually sells

about 40,000 copies, sold nearly

80,000 copies of the issue contain-

ing Whitehead’s article, he said.

“She has also served as an advi-

sor to the National Commission of

Children,” said Walser.

Whitehead, a Wisconsin native,

earned her B.A. at the University of

Wisconsin and a Ph.D. in American

By Ganesa Wegienka

Editor-in-Chief

The Bulls. The Bears. The Cubs.

The White Sox. Thirty-eight Alma
College students.

What do these Five things have in

common? For three days last week,

they were all in Chicago.

At noon on Wednesday, 37 Alma
College seniors and one junior

loaded massive quantities of lug-

gage into the small college bus and

two college vans. Their destination,

the Windy City.
The students were partaking in

the semi-annual Chicago interview

trip. The trip was organized by Ginna

Holmes, Becky Kalthoff and Rob-

ert Perkins of the Center for Student

Development
Every year in February and No-

vember, the Center organizes the

trip for interested seniors and jun-

iors. The Center plans interview

schedules for qualified students.

Some of the interviews are actual

job interviews in which a person

may be called back for a position or

at which further interviews may be

requested. Informational interviews

arc also set up allowing students to

speak with professionals in their

field. Students are able to obtain

practical information and guidance.

history at the University of Chi-

cago.

Currently residing in Amherst,

Massachusetts, Whitehead has three

children.

“Children today are not doing

better than their parents; they’re

doing worse,” said Whitehead.

Whitehead informed the audience

of demographic changes which have

had negative consequences for chil-

dren both nationally and in Michi-

gan.

According to Whitehead’s reports,

numbers of teen pregnancies, ba-

bies bom out-of-wedlock, juvenile

crime and violence, poverty, single-

parent families, and children in fos-

tercare have increased dramatically

since the 1970’s.

“If you step back a bit from some

of these social indicators, what you

see is a larger pattern that is uniquely

disturbing. One of the crucial chal-

lenges of any society is to help chil-

dren make the transition from ado-

lescence to adulthood. In American

society today, that capacity is break-

ing down,” said Whitehead.

“Instead, more and more of our

teenagers are spinning out of con-

trol. They’re killing themselves,

they’re killing each other, and

they’re having babies long before

they’re ready to care for children,”

Sometimes students can interview

for internships.

At the beginning of the school

year, interested students met with

Holmes and Kalthoff. The students

received instmetion in resume and

cover letter writing as well as a list

of companies who were participat-

ing in the interview program. The

students turned in resumes to the

Center before the Oct. 6 deadline.

Cover letters for the companies the

students were interested in were due

one week later. The Center then

submitted the cover letters and re-

sumes to the participating compa-

nies, who then granted interviews to

the students they selected. Staff

members of the Center then worked

like maniacs to arrange schedules

for the students.

Senior Bethany Marshke praised

the staff of the Center “The Center

was fabulous in helping us set up the

interviews. I could not have done it

without them.”

The students arrived in Chicago

around 5 p.m. on Nov. 10 and

quickly readied themselves for a

program at6p.m. lhatsameevening.

Members of the Chicago Tartan

Club, a group for Alma alumni in

Chicago, were present to speak to

the group. A panel of 1993 Alma
alumni also made a presentation of

interview, apartment Finding and

she said.

The well-being of a child can be

accounted for by his or her physical

environment and the social invest-

ment in that child, according to

Whitehead.

Whitehead claimed society needs

to invest in its people to have a

positive functioning society.

“The smaller component is public

investment; the larger investment is

private — or to be more accurate,

parental investment in children,”

said Whitehead, emphasizing the

needs for more government spend-

ing on programs for children and for

more quality time with caregivers.

“A fundamental reorganization of

the American family has taken place

in the last 20-25 years,” said
Whitehead, pointing out that chil-

dren today lose a parent more com-

monly through divorce than by

death.

“Many children in single-parent

families will see their families break

up not once, but two or three times,”

she said.

Whitehead asked members of the

audience, especially students, to be

responsible about forming their own
family relationships, devoting time

and care to the needs of their chil-

dren.

social tips for the students. After the

program, the students had some free

time to explore the city.

On Thursday and Friday, the stu-

dents received their Final schedules

and were basically turned loose on

the city. The students were given

directions to their interviews and it

was up to them to Find their way

utilizing taxis, busses and trains.

A wide-array of companies
granted interviews this year rang-

ing in scope from Citibank to Hewitt

and Associates to Starbucks Cof-

fee. Although no students were of-

fered positions on the spot, many

students felt that things had gone

very smoothly and thought there

was some hope for possible second

interviews.

Senior Carol Ostrom said, “The

trip was a fantastic learning experi-

ence. It taught me the realities of a

job search.”

“It was a great experience be-

cause I was able to gain interview

experience. I’m glad that I started

my career search so early,” said
senior Rebecca Murray.

The Center did a fabulous job for

the Alma College students. The next

interview trip will take place in Feb-

ruary. Students should contact the

Center for more information about

the trip offerings.

By Kristen Miquel
Staff Reporter

Jesse Jackson, a former Presi-

dential candidate and civil rights

activist, spoke to a packed crowd
at Central Michigan University’s

Rose Arena, last
Tuesday, Nov. 9.

Nicholas Dixon,

Assistant Professor

and Chainof Philoso-

phy and three of his

students — Lawrence
Potter, Takisha Tho-

mas, and Eric
Walton — were
among those in the

crowd.

Jackson’s visit

was prompted by an

incident at CMU last
year during which a

basketball coach

used racial slurs with

his team. Jackson

was asked to speak

to the campus in a
peace-making attempt. He geared

his speech toward education and

the valueof multi-culturalism and

cultural diversity on college cam-

puses.

Jackson spent the morning in

Detroit speaking to high school

students explaining to them that

they must take responsibility for

their actions; they shouldn’t blame

poverty or society for their prob-

lems. He continued with this
theme in his speech at CMU.
“He (Jackson) surpassed my ex-

pectations,” said Thomas. “His

message was spectacular and up-

lifting.”

Potter felt much the same way.

“I expected a powerful message

and he was more powerful than I

expected. He really surpassed the

typical Jesse Jackson. You could

scarcely hear a pin drop due to the

attentiveness of the audience.”

Jackson also spoke about the

mixed feelings concerning
Central’s Chippewa mascot He
said that it’s all very well for

people to cheer on a team. How-
ever, Jackson claimed that this

enjoyment ends when it causes
some people pain

and hurt.

Jackson also ad-

dressed the issue

that the majority of

the world are not

middle class,
white, nor do they

speak English and

thata white middle

class campus
doesn’t fully pre-

pare a student for

the world.

Not only did

Dixon Find inter-

est in Jackson’s

message, but he

also took interest

in Jackson as a

speaker and as a

communicator.

“I was interested in his tech-

nique,” said Dixon, “He started

off slow, deliberate, and quietly,

then built up to crescendos. He
was great for emotional appeals.”

Jackson was late to his speech.

However, the wait allowed for a

dynamic entry according to those

who attended.

“Some people could see him on

the side and they stood up and

started yelling and then the whole

crowd got up, standing and yell-

ing,” said Dixon. “I wish he would

have spoken for longer than 45

minutes though.”

“Jesse Jackson is one speaker

I’ve always wanted to see be-

cause I’ve long admired him,”

said Dixon. “I was expecting a

dynamic speech. It was an excit-

ing occasion and there was deFi-

nitely electricity in the air.”

Mm College Faculty and Staff
Many of your fellow employees have

taken advantage of

MEEMIC
(Michigan Educational Employees

Mutual Insurance Company)

You should too!

Auto and Homeowners Insurance.
Low Rates And

Excellent Claims Processing

Exclusively For School Employees!

For A Quote Call:

'John or Pam Knowlton, 463-5347 or 1-800-783-0817

Also offering Life, Boat, Motorcycle and Commercial Insurance

Michigan Education Ins. Agency

Seniors interview in Chicago

Annual trip, organized by the Center for Student Development, gives

students the opportunity to look for jobs and internships
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Alma places high at programming contest

Alma teams place 18 th out of 77, continue tradition of programming excellence

By Anne M. Buyze

Staff Reporter

On Nov. 6, the local chapter of the

Association forComputing Machin-

ery (ACM) traveled to the Univer-

sity of Waterloo in Ontario, Canada

to compete in an annual program-

ming competition in which Alma
College students took 18th out of

the 77 schools participating.

Alma’s two-team group competed

in the East Central Region against

colleges in Ohio, Indiana, West
Pennsylvania, Kentucky, and

Ontario. Members of the A team

were Clay Brehm, Ray Ostrowski,

and Chad Jenkins. B team members
were Jason Collier, Martin Mazanec,

and Mark Wendt.

In the past, Alma has always done

well in this contest, taking ninth last

year and winning their division sev-

eral years ago. This year the tradi-

tion continued and they edged out

schools like Michigan State Uni-

versity, Notre Dame, Kalamazoo

College and Hope College.

The competition consists of three

members in each team given eight

mathematically based problems to

solve. Throughout the five hours of

the competition, the teams are being

constantly updated on their rank

according to who has the most prob-

lems correctly completed. The win-

ners are those who finish the most

problems in the least amount of

time and the two top teams get to

compete in the international com-

petition.

Jenkins, a sophomore member
who attended the competition last

year, said, “The problems were

much tougher. They were not tough

in the sense of what am I going to do

and how am I going to make this

work, but in the time consumption

that it takes.”

Ostrowski, a junior, said, “[The

contest] was laid back. I thought it

was going to be this big thing where

everyone is just rushing to type ev-

erything in, but it wasn’t like that It

was like just look over the problems

and see what you can do.”

Myles McNally, in his second year

of leading the group, chooses the

members. “I try to pick people who
are usually math majors or minors,”

McNally said. ‘They must also be
good programmers and problem

solvers and be able to work well

World
The Senate reached an agreement

last Wednesday on dealing with a

crime-control bill, brightening pros-

pects for the passage of the so-called

Brady bill, a separate piece of legis-

lation which would establish a five-

day waiting period and criminal
background check for people inter-

ested in purchasing handguns. Presi-

dent Bill Clinton feels the Brady bill

will pass. In a separate but related

issue, Senator Patrick Moynihan (D-

N.Y.) has proposed legislation

which would tax certain forms of

ammunition. The revenues gener-

ated by the tax would be used to

offset costs related to health-care

reform.

In an important and timely case,

the Supreme Court made it easier to

prove on-the-job sexual harassment.

The court reversed lower court rul-

ings which had thrown out a Ten-

nessee woman ’s lawsuit against her

under pressure.”

The members joined for different

reasons. Wendt, a junior, said, “It

sounded pretty fun. It was also an

opportunity to go to Canada and

see other computer science pro-

grams.”

Thecontestis more than just com-

petition for prizes and international

slots, but it has several other advan-

tages.

“The benefits of the contest are

that it gives you something to talk

about at interviews. It’s not exactly

experience for the work place, but

it helps you to think under pres-

sure,” said Brehm, a senior.

Also, being a national member
has its perks. Jenkins said, ‘The

benefits of being in the ACM are
that you can say you were in the

ACM. With the local chapter of the

ACM you get the inside track on
what’s going on in the computer

science department and in com-

puter services.”

‘The best thing I gained was ex-

perience for next year. I have areal

thirst to win next year and I’ve

already started practicing,” said

Wendt.
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former boss. The lower courts ruled

that the women did not prove her
employer’s actions had caused “se-

vere psychological injury.”

Gay rights advocates have called

for a boycott of Cincinnati after

residents there voted to repeal a law

protecting homosexuals from dis-

crimination. The boycott is similar

to the one called for against Colo-

rado last year after residents there

passed an anti-gay-rights amend-

ment.

A high court in Nigeria declared

the interim government, appointed

by the Nigerian Army, illegal last

week. The ruling resulted from a

suit brought by businessman
Moshood Abiola, who won a popu-

lar election in June which was later

annulled. The interim government

is already under attack for a number

of other reasons, including high fuel

News

prices.

Police in California arrested a 17-

year-old in connection with the re-

cent wildfires which burned two

dozen homes and 19,000 acres in

Southern California early this

month. Investigators are searching

for other youths who may have
been involved. The 17-year-old
confessed to setting fires. Officials

believe 19 of the 26 fires resulted

from arson.

Second-ranked and undefeated

Notre Dame upset top-ranked Florida

State University 31-24 in football

Saturday. The most recent polls have

Notre Dame as the unanimous num-

ber one team in the country. The

victory puts Notre Dame in the driv-

ing seat to claim the mythical na-

tional championship at the end of the

season.

On Wednesday, the House of Rep-

resentatives will vote on the North

American Free Trade Agreement.

Consequently, Clinton is moving to

garner enough Congressional votes

to pass the bill. Experts predict the

measure will pass in the House, but

the vote in the Senate could be much

closer. Labor unions are making a

concerted effort to block passage of

NAFTA.

Investigators are looking into alle-

gations of fraud in the recent New
York mayoral race, where Republi-

can candidate Rudolph Giuliani

edged out incumbent Democrat

David Dinkins. Both candidates

have complained about intimida-

tion tactics on the part of support-

ers for the other side. Also being

investigated are reports that vot-

ing machines had registered votes

for Dinkins before the polls

opened.

Researchers are warning that

one-third of the world’s popula-

tion may face water scarcity in 30

years if present trends in water

consumption and population

growth continue. In 1 990, almost

10 percent of the world’s popula-

tion lived in water-stressed or

water-scarce countries, including

28 African and Middle Eastern

states. Researchers stress recy-

cling, more efficiency in water

use, and family planning as meth-

ods to combat increasing water

shortage.
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Alma Players take audience on a trip to Australia
By Tim Ketel
Staff Reporter

“People who can’t pay attention

should not go to the theater,” Rob

Douglas stated forcefully Friday

night. Douglas and his fellow

members of the Alma College
Theater Company, however, had

no problem capturing the atten-

tion of their audience with their

riveting production of Timberlake

Wertcnbaker’ s play Our Country’ s

Good.

The play, based on the novel The

Playmaker by Thomas Keneally

is more than just a play; it is a play

about a play.

The scene is Sydney, Australia,

1788-1789; the characters: a col-

lection of prisoners and military

officers.

The country of Great Britain

wanted to do something to dispose

of their numerous criminals. They

came up with the ingenious idea of

simply sending them to the newly

discovered island of Australia

which, at this time, was inhabited

solely by the primitive natives.

The play moves on as several

prisoners were then organized by

Lieutenant Ralph Clark of the

Royal Marines for the purpose of

staging a play. The play they in-

tended to perform, entitled The

Recruiting Officer, was met with

bitter opposition from the soldiers.

The prisoners persevered, coming

closer together and learning about

themselves, and eventually put-

ting on their play.

The majority of the cast, as was

instructed by the playwright, acted

two separate parts. Even this de-

tail did not hinder the players,

who performed a magnificent

show, enticing a standing ovation

when the play sadly came to an

end.

The first cast member is Mark

Harris Andrews, who doubles as
Captain Watkin Tench and John

Arscott, an unbelieving officer and

an absorbed convict-turned actor.

Dan Baker acts the parts of Captain

David Collins and Robert Side-

passionate Midshipman Harry

Brewer but lives on as the annoy-

ing Captain Jemmy Campbell.
Stephen Sobieski beautifully por-

trays the characters of the seem-

ingly cold-hearted Major Ross, and

the unhappy hangman Ketch Free-

man. Theresa Ann Spera serves
well as Lieutenant George
Johnston, and moves the audience
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way, a hearty soldier and an even

heartier prisoner. Rob Douglas
concentrates on his central role as

Lieutenant Ralph Clark, the dar-

ing officer who led the convicts in

the play.

Elizabeth Edwards is sweet Mary

Brenham, the shy and ashamed
young prisoner who finds herself

happier thanks to the play. Sarah

James beautifully portrays both Liz

Morden and Reverend Johnson,

an impossible young lady and a

“morally correct” priest. Christo-

pher Kukla becomes Captain
Arthur Phillip and John
Wisehammer, an officer who sup-

ports the play and a love-hungry

young prisoner with a lust for

words.

Carrie Nelson gives us her all as

Meg Long and Will Dawes. Laura

Rice radiates in the roles of Dabby

Bryant, a loud young lady with an

urge to return to her homeland and

Lieutenant William Faddy. Jason

Schultz dies an unhappy death as

in the form of Duckling Smith as

she makes sobbing vows to her dy-

ing lover, Harry Brewer.

Our Country’s Good, based on

actual historic events and individu-

als, showed that even seemingly

hopeless criminals have a side of

themselves that is not often seen...a

sometimes stunningly beautiful

side. The play also emphasized the

fact that any group of individuals,

even those with such opposite roles

as prisoner and soldier, can be

brought together harmoniously in

order to fulfill a dream.

When Wertenbaker and some of

her associates saw a production of

“The Love of a Good Man,” per-

formed in a long-term prison in

England, they were amazed at the

power of theater to bring out the

beautiful, seldom-seen qualities in

the prisoners. Inspired by their ex-

perience, they went on to perform at

the Royal Court Theatre in London

in 1988, winning the Laurence

Olivier Play of the Year Award and

^Evening Standard Most Prom-

ising Playwright Award.

The play went on to New York,
receiving critical acclaim on Broad-

way in 1991. Owr Country’ s Good
has only recently begun being per-

formed across the United States.

This was the first play to christen

the new theatre in the newest addi-

tion to Alma College, the Heritage

Center for the Performing Arts. It

has been a year of transition for the

Alma College Theatre Company,

having to adjust to not only a new

building, but to all-new faculty as

well. This years faculty include

Joe Jezewski, Director; Christo-

pher Townsend, Set and Lighting

Design; and Kenn McJames, Cos-

tume Design.

Our Country’s Good was cho-
sen to initiate the Heritage Center

because of its theme; it is a play

about theatre, about people having

their lives changed by doing a play.

In these spirits, the theater crew is

hopeful that the presence of theater

here at Alma College will change

peoples lives.

Two thumbs up to the cast who
put on a spectacular show, well

worthy of applause. The audience

loved it and the two-and-a-half-

hour show seemed to just fly by.
An excellent performance, it was

the first of many that are sure to

grace the stage of our new perform-

ing arts center.

The next production by the Alma
College Theatre will be the musi-

cal Dancing at Lughnasa on the

weekends of Mar. 18-19 and 25-

26, 1994. But first, make sure you

catch one of the two remaining

shows of Our Country’s Good on

November 19 and 20, 1993 at 8

p.m.

Rob Douglas (foreground) and Jason Schultz (background) in

Our Country's Good. Photo by A. Torrence.

The Violent Femmes ’Add it Up* with new album
By Chris Sienko

Freelance writer

Put away the trumpet fanfare;

it’s not a new Violent Femmes
album. Rather, the violent ones

have scraped out their vaults and

have dished outa hefty (70 minute)

portion of Femmes faves and un-

heard music, which they have

dubbed Add it Up (1981-1993) .

Gordon Gano (Guitar, vocals),

Brian Ritchie (Bass, vocals), and

Victor DcLorenzo (Drums, vo-

cals), have spent the last decade

playing an uncompromising blend

of folk music, footstompin’ rock

and roll, and a healthy dose of

punk (heavy on the teen angst,

please). Over the course of five

albums in ten years, the Violent

Femmes have managed to become

the Grateful Dead for the Alterna-

tivc/Collcgc radio generation.

Who in this audience can’t sing
every word to“Blister in the Sun?”

(Or at least recognize it within the

first three seconds that it comes
on . ) A Iter this many years of break-

ing boundaries and trashing con-

ventions, it seems only fitting that

the grand old men of the Alterna-

tive scene pul out a compilation to

indoctrinate a whole new genera-

tion of Femmes fans.

As anyone who has seen a
Femmes show knows, these guys

are truly at their best when they are

standing in front of (or in the middle

of) a group of people, hammering

away on their instruments and feed-

ing off the vibes of the people

watching them (People at the MSU
Auditorium last Friday had the

chance to experience this as the

Femmes played their only all-ages
show of their Add it Up tour). That

is why it's such a welcome pleasure

to see the inclusion of live tracks on

this album. “Lies,” in particulars

contains a great jam at the end of the

song, (“Oh no, I closed the song

wi thou t us getting a chance to J A M ! ”

wails Gano near the close of the

song, “Let’s do it now!”) featuring

some fantastic sitar work by Ashwin

Batish, as well as the typically bril-

liant bass work of Ritchie. Sadly,

not all of the live tracks have quite

this much fire, but they provide a

nice sampler until the Femmes put

out an actual live album.

Although this is pretty much billed

as a “Greatest Hits” package, a

good majority of the album con-

sists of rare, and/or unreleased

tracks, thus insuring that they can

snare both the completists and the

newcomers in the audience. Unlike

many “Rarities” albums, most of

the unheard material on this album

is quite good. Among the standouts

are “I hate the TV,” (Stupid, but

catchy) “America is,” and the real

surprise, “Dance, M.F., Dance!”

The latter shows the Femmes abil-

ity to “Rock” in the traditional

sense,playing a rather ska-like beat,

backed by a hom section that sounds

like a dead ringer for Mustard Plug

(not to mention some amusingly

nasty lyrics).

The biggest drawback, as is gen-

erally the case with collections such

as these, the album lacks cohesion.

It feels like a batch of songs rather

than an album, if you catch my
drift. On the other hand, the fact

that the songs are in a rough chro-

nological order allows us to see the

evolution of the bands sound, which

has gone through numerous
changes and upgrades. The addi-

tion of such unnecessary arcanum

as a radio plug for the Femmes, an
introduction by a drunken emcee,

and a phone message by Gano give

ihis album a Having Fun With Elvis

onStage feelingof uttercheesiness.

But that’s okay. As anyone who
has given any serious attention to

the lyrics to “Blister in the Sun”

knows, the Femmes have no prob-

lem with being good naturedly

goofy once in a while.

The Violent Femmes. File photo.

Agents* No Experience
Company Expanding— $12.18 hr. + Bonuses

Send SASE for Details to:
International

1375 Coney Island Ave., Ste 427

Brooklyn, NY 11230



pealuie The Almanian
Nov. 16,1993

Alma to host international dancers V
* ' ;Ji

By Kristen Miquel

Staff Reporter

The group is dedicated to pre-

senting classical modem dance as
well as innovative new dance
works.

“They have performed all over,”

said Pike, ‘They use very current

Hailed by New York Times col-

umnist Jack Anderson as an “ambi-

tious and talented company”, the

Ann Arbor Dance Works
will bring their talent and

creativity to Alma this Fri-

day, November 19.
Founded in 1985, the

troupe is comprised of four

choreographers: Gay
Delange, Bill DeYoung, Jes-

sica Fogel and Linda
Spriggs, all of whom are
faculty members of the
dance department at the Uni-

versity of Michigan; musi-

cal director, Stephen Rush;

lighting designer, Mary Cole

and numerous dancers.

This season, the company

is showcasing international

guest artists. Two dancers
from theCostaRicaNational

Dance Company, Sandra
Torijanoand Marvin Santos

will be featured in the Alma
Program.

“The concert will be just

thrilling,” said Carol Fike, The Ann Arbor Dance Works performs this

associate professor of dance, Friday in the Heritage Center. File photo.

They rea modem company events and state of the art work.”
and should have something new Th£ company win perform both

and challenging for the audience to solo ̂  group wQrks featuring

such artists as Sweet Honey in Thelook at.”

Rock and War as well as showcas-

ing new and repertory works by
members Fogel, Rush, and Spriggs.

Dance works choreographer
Delanghe is also staging Dutch cho-

reographer Lucas Hoving’s tribute

to composer Erik Satie

called “Satiana”.

“This promises to be a

wonderful show,” said Fike,

“They’re coming in with

some wonderful work.”

Along with their perfor-

mance on Friday, they will

also be conducting a master

class on Thursday from 3-

4:30. The class will be held

in the new dance studio of

the Heritage Center and will

provide thechance for Alma

dancers to work with a pro-

fessional dance company.

The performance begins

at 8 p.m. in the concert hall

of the Heritage Center. A
reception will follow the

performance in the Heritage

Center lobby.

Admission is free for

Alma College students and

those younger than college

age. All other tickets are $5

and may be purchased in

advance from the Heritage

Center box office by calling 463-

7130, Monday through Friday from

9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
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Feature Editor

Alma College Spring Term. For

most of us, the phrase denotes a

break from the norm of stressful

exams, papers and meetings; a full

term with only one required class

and plenty of time for a social life.

This spring term, however, the

phrase means something com-
pletely different for a number of

Alma students: a full month off

campus set aside entirely for cross-

cultural learning.

A three- week trip to Edinburgh,

the capital city of Scotland, is

among the overseas spring terms

being offered this year. The course,

listed as STC 3, is a cross-cultural

program in which students will be

placed into positions relevant to

their career orientation.

For instance, one of the students

traveling to Scotland is majoring in

engineering and will therefore be

placed with a Scottish supervisor

in the engineering field. Students

will spend the day at their job site

and working with their Scottish

supervisor. During the afternoon,

they will frequently go with the rest

of the group on historical field trips

and the like. Students also have

personal time to spend doing things

they would like to do.

The group who will travel to Scot-

land consists of 12 students from

various fields who were chosen out

of 35 applicants. The application

process required the students to

submit a recommendation from

their advisor as well as a recom-

mendation from another faculty

person. The students also had to

write an essay about themselves

and another expressing why they

wished to travel to Scotland.

John Putz, associate professor of

Math and Computer Science, along

with his wife, Melinda, will be di-

recting the program as advisors.

Putz and his family spent a year in

Edinburgh during Putz’s sabbati-

cal leave. Putz studied at the Uni-

versity of Edinburgh in the area of

artificial intelligence and his wife

taught English at a high school in

SPRING BREAK 7 Nights From S299

Include).: Air, Hotel. Tr.iri.>f<rv P-irticv and More!

WSSAl' PkRADISF. IMAM) ' CAM. IN
J Ml \ICA - S M J U N

Oiyam/e a >m.ill croup - Ear; FkEE ay piti- .amn.i-ior.''

1-800-GET-SUN-1

Edinburgh.

Putz remembers the Scottish

people as being “very warm and

more laid back than we (Ameri-

cans) tend to be. They take work a

little less seriously and realize that

there are more important things in

life.”

Sophomore Julie McKinstry will

be traveling to Edinburgh in May.

“I’ve always wanted to go to Scot-

land and when I found out that I had

been selected, I was happy that my
trip would be in the near future.

I’ve heard so much about Scotland

and its people and customs that I’m

curious to find out how much of the

hearsay is a myth.”

“Scotland has so many cultural

characteristics; it will be a wonder-

ful place to visit. Also, I’ve never

been to Europe. I especially want

to see where Mary Queen of Scots

was bom,” said sophomore Anna

Kadish.

Senior Heather Genson is also

taking the non-depaitmental course.

“I’m so excited about the trip and

about learning about a different

culture. I’m also taking highland

dance right now, so I’ ve been hear-

ing a lot about Scotland. It’s excit-

ing to know I’ll be seeing what I’ ve

been hearing about.”

Putz’s ultimate goal for the par-

ticipants in thiscross-cultural learn-

ing experience is to “know and

understand the people of a culture

different from our own and come to

some understanding of how an-
other people sees the world. It is to

broaden the students’ world and

extend their sensibilities.”
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Alma student tours to 'change the world'
By Kristin Allen

Staff Reporter

To change the world. We’ve all
given that response at some point

in time when asked what our goal

in life might be. Many of us have

aspired to make the world a bet-

ter place, however, rarely are

we met with the opportunity to

challenge that goal head on.

Yet for one Alma College stu-

dent, this goal is about to be-

come reality. Beginning in June,

Anne Marie Hiltz, a first year
student from Monroe, MI, will

tour for 1 3 months with the group

“Up With People” while inspir-

ing thousands of audiences

around the world.

4 “Up With People” is a pro-
gram of intercultural education,

service and performance which

aims to build an understanding

among nations and equip young

adults with a global perspective as

well as lifelong leadership skills.

The program is divided into perfor-

mance casts which tour the entire

world — singing, dancing, inspiring.

Hiltz’s first contact with the pro-

gram began when the group per-

formed for her hometown.

“It was unbelievable,” Hiltz said.

“The emotion generated between

the performers and the audience

was amazing. To see the perfor-

mance is something you’ll never
forget.”

Hiltz decided she wanted the

chance to be a part of this experi-

ence and began the long applica-

tion process which ultimately

chooses 700 out of 8,000 appli-

Anne Marie Hiltz. Photo by
A. Crum.

cants. The application procedure

consisted of writing in-depth es-

says and being interviewed at length

by cast members and casting direc-

tors.

From the moment she opened the

envelope which declared her a part

of the program, Hiltz was ecstatic.

In June she will fly to Denver,

Colorado for a five week training

session after which she will be

placed in one of five casts and

begin her year-long tour around

the world. For the next year, Hiltz,

along with her cast of 140 young

adults from all over the world, will

tour over fifty-two countries, stay

with over 100 host families, and

perform in front of thousands.

Although a bit scared, Hiltz is

anticipating the experience. “I find

culture differences fascinating. I

can’t wait to travel all over the

world and experience all of the

countries.”

The shows perform all types of

music — from rap to reggae to

jazz — on a variety of topics rel-

evant to world issues. The show is

inspirational, yet not religious: it

attempts to bridge the culture gap

while entertaining.

In addition, “Up With People”

allows opportunities for service

learning and exposure to all types

of worldwide career opportunities.

In the past they have performed in

front of royalty, presidents and,

most recently, at the 1993 Super

Bowl with Michael Jackson.

Although Hiltz is unsure who she

will perform with this year, she

looks forward to visiting her many
relatives all over the world while

making new friends and enjoying

the experience of a lifetime.

“I hope to come back with a bet-

ter understanding of the world,”

said Hiltz. “I want to make a differ-

ence, and if I can look out into the

audience, smile, and see someone

smile back, I will know I have done

just that.”

Epic sponsors second in poetry series
By Leslie Theisen

Investigative Reporter

“Poetry is a spontaneous over-

flow of powerful feelings: it takes

its origin from emotion recollected

in tranquility,” said
Wordsworth in his preface

to Lyrical Ballads .

Approximately 25 stu-

dents and a few faculty

members attended a poetry

reading in the Clack Art

Gallery Tuesday at 8 p.m.

to express such feelings as

Wordsworth described.

The reading was the sec-

ond planned by Epic, the

English Club, this term.

“Generally, the poetry

readings we host offer
members of the campus

community an opportunity to cel-

ebrate an art form in a casual and

comfortable setting,” said Kristin

Soldan, president of Epic.

Many students who read shared

poems they wrote for their creative

writing course. Some read their fa-

vorites by other poets.

“This poem was written in honor

of black individuals who have not

been able to express themselves

orally or through writing or any

aspect. I call this poem “The Negro

Speaks,” said senior Lawrence Pot-

ter, who volunteered to read first.

“I have been a slave./ Ca'esar told

me to keep his doorsteps clean./ I

brushed the boots of Washington,”

read Potter.

Junior Adam Burhans read five
of his poems, prefacing each with a

short explanation.

“The morning blinks/ The ends

of arrows show up in the field’s

heart,” read Burhans, reciting his

poem called “Arrows in the Field.”

Burhans also entertained the au-

M aggie Taylor read at poetry reading last Tuesday.

Photo by A. Crum.

dience with a poem entitled “Mys-

tery Novel,” in which he drew an

analogy between an unfaithful lover

and a murder mystery.

Many students read for the first

time. Among them were juniors
Angela Jawors, Jessica Van S looten

and Jason Hamilton, sophomores

Maggie Taylor and Tamara
Leonard.

Students showed creative
strengths in a range of po-

ems about different sub-

jects.

Leonard read a found

poem about a solitary
word: heritage . Taylor

shared a poem called
“Happy,” about her
mother. Hamilton read

“Down with the Bam,” a

poem which captured the

memory of his

grandfather’s old bam.

Sophomore Brooke
Hansen closed the read-

ing with two poems of her

own, both untitled, as well as

“Those Times,” her favorite poem
by author Anne Sexton.

Epic will host two more poetry

readings during the winter term.

T- bird Tavern
AGamma Phi Beta

Annual Semi Formal Girl-Bid Dance

All are welcome to attend

Tavern

November 20, 1993
All proceeds support Big Brothers Big Sisters of Gratiot Co.
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Strong swimmers set stage for super season
By Tim Ketel

Staff Reporter

Looking at the final scores, one

would think the Alma Swimming
and Diving Team had a losing meet

Saturday, Nov. 13, 1993, against

Hope College, but all things consid-

ered, it was a winning meet for the

Scots.

The Hope Swimming and Diving

Team, whose men’s squad was

ranked third in the nation last year,

and whose women’s squad came in

seventh, outscored the Scots 115-

93.

Alma had a very strong meet full

of great swims. There were several

personal best times and one all-time

team record.

First-year student Danielle

Sullivan set the Alma record in the

200-yard freestyle race with a time

of 2:01.73.

“I was really surprised, I didn’t

think I could go that fast this early in

the season,” said Sullivan.

“She’s one of our stronger women,

a very hard worker,” said coach

Greg Baadte.

Sullivan has great expectations,

as one of the fastest first-year stu-

dents ever recruited by the Alma

team. Her performance Saturday

was strong, and there is no doubt

that she is going to improve even

more over the season and during

her four years with the team.

The team was strong even against

as strong a team as Hope.

“This was a pretty good meet for

the team,” said men’s captain Paul

Schmidt. “We had a lot of good
swims against a team with a lot of

good swimmers.”

“This was one of the best dual

meets the team has ever had,” praised

Baadte. “Probably the best start of a

season this team has ever had.”

‘The meet was so good because

everyone attacked their races,” he

continued. “Everyone swam to the

best of their ability. Our goal was to

swim technically and soundly, which

I think we achieved.”

Junior Jennifer Turn bell, co-cap-

tain of the women’s squad, felt the

squad is doing very well: “Everyone

seems to be putting their all into the

swimming.”

“Our team is doing a lot better than

expected,” she continued. “We’re a

lot further ahead this year than at this

same time last year.”

The women’s sole diver, sopho-

more Christine Hamacher, did a

wonderful job on Saturday, looking

good on both boards.

Men’s diver Radu Danca had an

absolutely amazing meet. Danca

came within about three points of

qualifying for Nationals on the one-

meter springboard. Danca and his

teammates all seem very pleased

with his performance and it seems

that Danca is Alma’s key to placing

at Nationals this year.

Excellent swims were had by both

first-year student Sara Rumsey and

Turnbull in the 400-yard Individual

Medley, and by senior Salena Wil-

liams in the 1000-yard freestyle.

Williams swam as fast in this meet
as she swam at the end of last year’s

season.

For the men’s squad, first-year

student Geoff Guy had a very im-

pressive comeback in the 100-yard

breaststroke, edging out two oppo-

nents with only seconds to go and

Finishing second with a 1:04.42.

Also swimming a strong meet was

first-year student Alex Gordon, get-

ting his lifetime best in the 400-yard

Individual Medley with a time of

4:27.37. Gordon came in first in the

100-yard butterfly with a time of

0:58.40.

The Scots hope to Finish high in

the MI A A. The women’s team is

looking at second place, while the

men’s team aims at fourth place.

The Scots have their next compe-

tition at the MIAA Relays next Fri-
day, Nov. 19, 1993. This will be

followed the Tuesday after by a

dual meet with Grand Valley State

University at Grand Valley State.

«

Men's basketball team

looking to be a contender
By Julianne Thomas
Sports Editor

The men’s basketball season will

open with a two day tournament in

Naperville, 111. on Friday, Nov. 19.

After working hard last season and

losing no players to graduation, the

team is more excited than ever about

the season.

“We now feel we have a solid
basketball team in terms of experi-

ence, size, and ability,” said fifth-

year head coach Bob Eldridge.

“I think we have a very young

team. We have the potential to do
great things. At times we will play

above and beyond what we can,”

said senior captain Colon Lewis.

Key players in the season will be

Lewis, a senior offguard, junior for-

wards Todd Blomquist and Matt

Lotterman, junior center Chad
Reagh, and sophomore guard Jim

Elliot.

Another strong player, senior

Reggie Reed, is in Tokyo studying

and will miss the first six games, but

will rejoin the team for the remain-

der of the season.

“I think we’re going to surprise a

lot of people and have a really good

season. A lot of guys are back, and

a lot of new guys are coming up,”

said senior Jeff Kren.

Rob Borden, Stan Schneider, and

Phil Hansen will be assisting
Eldridge in coaching the team.

Borden has been coaching at Alma
for nine years, Schneider for five,

and Hansen for three. The four com-

bine knowledge and loveof the game

to give the Scots the best chance for

winning.

“I think with the players we have,

the coaches do a really good job of

getting us ready. They’ve devel-

oped a good style for us to play,”

said Kren.

The Scots were picked to Finish

fifth this year by the MIAA coaches,
but the league is so strong, predic-

tions will be hard to make.

“Our team is bigger and more

physical than we’ve ever been. We
are much more athletic, and quite

experienced, but still young. We
are on the verge of really challeng-

ing the league. The league is stron-

ger though, too. It has more parity

than ever before. Any team will be

able to beat any other team on any

given night. It should make for a

very exciting season,” said
Eldridge.

“This is the best chance we’ve

had since I’ve been here and in

years to come of winning the league.

I’ m not looking past an y other team ,

though,” said Lewis.

One key to being a top Finisher

will be winning on the road, some-

thing the team had trouble with last

season. Also, the defense needs to

be strong and the team has to take

control of rebounds.

“Points will be scored. If the other

team can be stopped from scoring

through strong defense and re-

bounds, we will be hard to beat,”

said Eldridge.

Eldridge feels that this is a close-

knit, intense group of men, and is

very excited about the depth of the

team.

“The team believes that they can

win. It is just a matter of taking care

of the little things and an element of

luck. Everyone just wants to play

and do as well as they can. They are

very unselfish, and if that attitude

continues throughout the season it

will bode well,” said Eldridge.

“Fan support would be greatly

appreciated,” said Lewis. “If the

college community came out in full

support, we’d give them what they

came to see.”

‘The style we’ll be playing will be

a lot of fun to watch. We’ll be play-

ing a lot a good teams, some that are

ranked nationally, and it should be a

lot of fun to watch,” said Kren. “It’s

always encouraging to see a lot ol

fans at the games.”

Their first home game will be Nov.

23 in CappaertGymnasium. TheJ. V.

game begins at 6 p.m. while the

varsity game will begin at 8 p.m.

For Alma's best

pizza call...

PIZZA

SAM'S
ANYTHING ELSE

WOULD BE
UNCIVILIZED.

463-388 1

463-3910

Open:

Weekdays at 3p.m.

Sat. & Sun. 1 2p.m.

In The Bleachers
By Steve Moore

Norman commits another flagrant foul noise and is
ejected from the game.

HELP WANTED
* EXTRA INCOME ’93 *

Earn S200-S500 weekly mailing 1993

Travel brochures. For more information

send self addressed stamped envelope to:

Travel INC.. P.O. Box 2 5 30. Miami. FL 33161-2370
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Busy junior finds

time for sports
By Kristin Allen

Staff Reporter

Determination — a word commonly

used by teammates of Terri Hogan to

describe her attitude on both the field

and the court. A junior EHS majorat

Alma College, Hogan has just made
the transition from her first year of

college soccer to her third year as a

Scot basketball star.

As a member of the Division III

National Championship team,
Hogan, along with her teammates,

has experienced a taste of the spot-

light. Y et after struggling last year to

capture the winning spirit which ac-

companied the 1991-92 team to the

top, the team is ready for a clean start

and Hogan expresses optimism to-
ward the upcoming season.

“The team has a lot of talent this

year. We have the potential to excel
on the court,” said Hogan, a 5 ’5"

guard. ‘The team spirit is back, and

the attitudes are good.

‘There isn’t a J.V. team this year —
all the players are a part of the Var-

sity squad. At first we weren’t sure

how this would work out, but I’ve

witnessed nothing but teamwork

since day one. I think we all want to

play and, more than that, we want

to work hard.”

According to Hogan, the transi-

tion from one sport directly to an-

other has had a positive effect on

her performance and outlook.

“Terri was a real intense player

on the soccer field,” said junior

Mary Kay Ecken, reflecting back

upon the season. “When she was in

the game, the whole atmosphere

changed. I think she helped us all

become more aggressive and as-

sertive.”

Although she suffered from sev-

eral leg and ankle injuries and

played with pain throughout most

of the soccer season, Hogan is ready

to tackle basketball head on. Her

personal goals for the upcoming

season revolve around playing

time, but even more than wanting

to play a lot, she wants to play

smart.

“I want to be consistent on the

court,” sheexplained. “The intimi-

dation I felt my freshman year is

gone. I’ve played under some great

leaders these past few years, and

now I have the chance to help lead.”

Aerobics classes help

students stay in shape
By Anne M. Buyze

Staff Reporter

Has college been a little stress-

ful this year? Has your weight

been a bit of a problem? The
Alma College aerobics program

can help.

First-year student Kim Erwin

said, “Aerobics is exhilarating,

upbeat, and fast-paced. It’s agreat

way to get your nose out of those

biology and psychology books

and the best part about it is that

it’s an all around great time!”

Many students have found that

aerobics is an easy way to relieve

stress, lose weight, and meet new

friends. Senior Molly Delind es-

pecially likes the program.

“It’s inexpensive and easy to

get to because it’s on campus and

nice for those of us who want to

exercise and have no time to be

involved in a sport,” said DeLind.

Although there was an infor-

mal program several years ago, a

more organized program began

two years ago and is headed by

Laura Vosejpka, assistant pro-

fessor of chemistry.

“Before the instructors were

just on their own. If someone

decided to offer an aerobics class

they just put a sign up,” said

Vosejpka.

The instructors of the current

program include senior Kelly

Haddock, junior Amy Majestic, as-
sociate dean of students Linda
Harleston and Vosejpka. The in-

structors were chosen by Vosejpka

and other additional panel mem-
bers.

“We want someone who can work

out at a medium level and show all

the moves in a safe way and keep an

eye on the class at the same time,”

said Vosejpka.

“I see it as more of a way to help

people. I get a lot more in the way of

benefits in that way instead of mon-

etary,” says Haddock. “For me,

there’ s a great sense of achievement

in that I help people because I’m

sharingsomethingl love with them.”

Majestic expressed similar feel-

ings.

“When I see people getting into it

and yelling with me that’s a total

boost.”

The benefits from aerobics are

endless and include the obvious

improvement of the cardiovascular

and muscular systems. However,

many other benefits are not as evi-

dent.

“The students find it a great re-

lease from class and a chance to get

out of their rooms. It’s also a nice

chance to get to see who lives on the

other side of campus. You find out

who has a common interest,” said
Haddock.

“It’s one of the few things on

campus you can do with other people

so you get that competition thing

going and on top of it all your

friends are they’re doing it with

you,” said Majestic.

She has also found that through

aerobics she has become more
competitive in the classroom and

in other areas.

Surprisingly, not many men at-

tend the classes. “I would love

for some guy to come and tell me
if I did this, guys would come,”

said Vosejpka.

Majestic also expresses the de-

sire to increase the male partici-

pants: “If guys are in the weight

room and they want to try out

aerobics, they usually come for

free the first time and from that

I’ve gotten a few guys that con-

tinue to come and pay now.”

Unfortunately, the aerobics

program is having trouble find-

ing space to work out because of

conflict between schedules of the

sports teams and the adult fitness

program recently installed for

faculty members.

“If the college goes ahead with

this Intramural Building, we’re

hoping there will be some space

set aside just for things like

aerobics. We thought that cheer-

leaders and pom squads could
practice there too,” said Vosejpka.

Until then, aerobics will con-

tinue with changes made to meet

the demands of the growing num-

ber of participants.

Hogan’s leadership abilities are

evident from the respect she re-

ceives from her teammates.

‘Terri gives 100% in everything

she does,” said senior team mate T ara

Sherman. “All of the players have a

respect for her — not just as an ath-

lete, but as a hard-working indi-

vidual. Her accomplishments will

certainly make her successful.”

Hogan, originally from Flushing,

is j uggling basketball and tough class

work while taking part in NASA
research for the EHS department. In

her spare time, when she’s not on

the court or in the lab, she’s plan-

ning her upcoming wedding to Alma

junior Jim Walter.

“Being busy motivates me,” said

Hogan. “I don’t have time to think

aboutthingsorprocrastinate — I just

do it.”

Terri Hogan. Photo by C. Hogan
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Women's basketball ready to win title again
By Alexandra Orr

Freelance Writer

Alma College can expect to see
good things from this years women ’ s

basketball team. This year the team

has several talented returning play-

ers, as well as some promising new
additions.

Sophomore Katie White, a return-

ing player, commented on the team.

“We get along really well. We have

a lot of returning players and some

new players. We help out the first
year players. We work well to-
gether.”

First-year student Michelle Olds,

a new team member, agreed, “Ev-

eryone gets along really well. We
cheer each other on.”

For the seventh season, Charles

Goffnet will coach the Scots.

Goffnet, who began coaching bas-

ketball in 1977, said, “I am optimis-

tic about the season. We have a good

blend of veterans and new talents.

Experienced players will give the

team a solid foundation, while new

members bring enthusiasm. This is

a good combination.”

Assisting Goffnet will be Mark

Guyette and Bill Klenk. This will

beGuyette’s fifth year on thecoach-

ing staff. Klenk graduated from

Alma in 1 959 and joined the staff in

1967. Since then he has coached

baseball, football, and basketball.

Jaami McCellan, a first-year stu-

dent, said,”I like them (the coaches)

a lot. Coach Goffnet doesn’t say

much . The assistant coaches are the

instructors and Goffnet is the per-

fecter. They are all interested in us

as individuals, not just in the way

we play. They are very personable,

and help us out a lot.”

White agreed: “They are trying

hard to make the team the best it can

be. We are doing conditioning this

year, so we are more in shape. We
practice as one team — both the jun-

ior varsity and varsity. This helps

the junior varsity to do better. The

coaches have a lot of good ideas on

how we can improve.”

The Scots will be practicing hard

until their first game against
Northwood University on Saturday,

Nov. 20 at 3:00 p.m. in Cappaert

Gymnasium. From then on, the team

will either practice or play a game

every day except Sunday until the

season ends in March.

The women’s basketball team,

which won the Division III National

Championship in 1992, are ready to

win the title again.

Goffnet explained, “Last year we

were definitely feeling pressure to

do well. Pressure does funny things

to people; you never know how they

will react. We didn’t do as well as
we had hoped, but now is the the

time to redeem ourselves. The young

players have no basis for feeling

pressured. They are just trying to

get used to playing basketball at the

college level. The point is to have

fun and play hard, not to worry

about the wins or loses.”

Last weekend the Scots played a

scrimmage against Oakland Uni-

versity. Neither team was ready for

a game — there had only been five
days of official practice for both

squads. It was a good experience

because it helped point out what

problem areas both teams need to

work on. Alma needs to practice its
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Your Campus Rorist
123 E. Superior St. 463-3333

YOU SAY
YOU GAN RIDE?

PROVE IT.

Unlicensed riders account for 80%
of the fatalities in some states.
So get your motorcycle operator

license today. And prove C"1T“7
that you are a better rider. \®/
MOTORCYCLE SAFETY FOUNDATION W

defensive moves and ball handling

skills.

McCellan said, “The scrimmage

was good for us. We got to see how
we are going to play together. We
were a little shaky on our plays, but

we had only practiced a week. Oak-
land has a really good team. They

had four senior starters and had been

playing together for a long time.

Most of us haven’t been playing
together for that long. We saw that

we needed to work on our transi-

tions from offense to defense. In

practice we play against each other,

this way we got to see what work we
still need to do. I think it went really

well.”

Thursday was the Michigan Inter-

collegiate Athletic Association

(MIAA) coaches’ poll for our re-

gion. The head coaches came to-

gether to make predictions as to
whowillbethehighestscoringteam

at the end of the season. Alma was

picked to finish second behind

Calvin College.
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ATTENTION EDUCA*
TION STUDENTS: Student
teaching applicaUons ar® due
in the Educatron Department

on January 15. 1994. Student.,

planning to student teach in

elementary or secondary

schools during the Fall 1994

or Winter 1995 Term should
see Mrs. Farrier (.AC 237) lor

an application form. Students

with questions pertaining lo

Secondary certification, please

see Dr. Rickard (AC 236,
7209). Students with questions

pertaining to Elementary cer-

tification, please sec Dr.

Markham (AO 238, 7166) or

guaranteed a student teaching

placement,

" Bv, ^ X' " " -
FOR QUALITY AVON
PRODUCTS at an affordable
pricecali AidaNdouta at 7388.

|!!®
BRAND NEW LAP TOP.
Mac power book 145 B W/4
mb, 80 mb harddri vc. Call 463-

6344, $1699 or best offer.

BREAKERS SELL TRIPS,
EARN CASH, PARTY
FREE! Panama City $99, Ja-

maica/Cancun, Key West
S239, Padre $239, Cayion

$109, Bahamas $329. Call

EST. Book early & Save 1 -
800-234-7007.

LADY’S KILT: 100% wool,
custom made. Call Lila at work

772-9114 I0am-4pm or 463-

4263 anytime and leave mes-

sage.
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Opinion

Professors not responsible for political correctness
By Lawrence T. Potter, Jr.

Freelance Writer

I’ve been traveling incognito and

under cover of darkness lately for

fear that I’d be recognized as a

college professor. Now that the cold
war is over, college professors have

become the new internal
subversives. I’ve been told that
they’re at work everywhere,
deconstructing the fabric of Ameri-

can life and indoctrinating our youth

with a radical, anti-establishment

theology.

One need pay only casual atten-

tion to the news to realize that the

assault on colleges and college

teachers is a new craze sweeping

this country. Articles, books, and

commencement speeches by the

score have attacked the “new intol-

erance” on college campuses, the

perceived demand in curricula, in

student and faculty recruiting, and

even in personal speech for some-

thing called “political correctness.”

Political correctness is a pejora-

tive term for a pattern of behavior

in which discourse, argument, and

good sense are stifled by an im-

posed conformity which places

maximum value on giving no of-
fense to such “marginalized”

groups as women, people of color,

gays and lesbians, Jews, Muslims

and the poor. In the world of the

politically correct, truth is spelled

with a capital “T.”

Heated debate about the issue is

rampant in higher education. But

that grinding noise you hear is noth-

ing more than the awkward way

colleges change and progress. It is

familiar to those who remember

when Greek and Latin were
dropped from the list of graduation

requirements, when religious in-

struction became optional or when

co-education spread like wildfire

across single- sex colleges.

There are dangers aplenty in the

changes through which we are cur-

rently passing. But these are tradi-

tional and familiar threats, noisome
new monster that has suddenly
started to devour America’s higher

education. Change is the natural

state of college life, but it is rarely

smooth and it is never quiet.

The critics who coined the term

“political correctness” see it as a

set of invidious trends in which fad

brushes tradition aside. The prob-

lem is that, save in

exceptional and tran-

sitory cases, the pic-

ture that critics paint

bears little resem-

blance to life on con-

temporary college

campuses.

Some outrages
have certainly oc-

curred in the name of

political correctness,

but if you’ve been

paying attention, you’ll note that

the same handful of examples are

cited over and over: the new
S tanford University curricul urn , the

hegemony of thedeconstruclionists

in the Duke English Deparunent,

the expulsion of a Brown Univer-

sity student who screamed insults

at minority students.

The critics who denounce politi-

cal correctness alert us to dangers

that always lurk just below the sur-

face in a free society. But I think

their criticisms are flawed in three

important ways.

First, the evidence simply isn’t

there, at least not in sufficien t abun-

dance to support the intensity or

breadth of the criticism. When the

critics examine college catalogues,

they do so for the specific purpose

of ferreting out exotic-sounding

courses and then implying that these

are the sum of modem education.
But they miss the vital lesson

those catalogues contain. Much has

been added to liberal-arts curricula

over the past few decades; there are

more fields of knowledge and more

ways of looking at old issues. Could
any contemporary college really

be worth the cost of attendance if it

lacked courses on computers, the

impact of nuclear weapons, space

science, race relations, the non-

Westem cultures in which most of

the world’s population resides, the

shifting roles of women and the
restructuring of families?

There is much to sort out in this

perplexing new age, and colleges

have struggled to keep up with the

need for new forms of analysis and

new levels of understanding. Cur-

ricula reflect that struggle.

That, however, is only part of the

story. The complimentary reality is

that, at their core, most liberal-arts

curricula have held to a pretty steady

course in recent decades. There is

much more to college curricula now
than Western culture, but the his:

tory and tradition of the West still

take center stage for most college

students.

Some new courses touch politi-

cal nerves. How, after all, can one

teach about race relations or labor

economics or feminist literature
with total dispassion and detach-

ment from the currents that swirl

all around these subjects? But both

the political intensity and the ideo-

logical congmity of such courses

are vastly overstated.

The second flaw in the criticism

of political correctness is that it

significantly misapprehends the

lives of contemporary college stu-

dents and underestimates their ca-

pacity for independent thought. If

one believes the national data, the

typical new student arrives at col-

lege having already endured 18

years of dysfunctional family life

and having watched over 20,000

hours of television. In college, these

students are confronted by a bewil-

dering array of influences — news-
papers, magazines, more TV, clubs,

studentpolitics and especially their

friends and peers. From all of these

sources they will

receive messages

about the way the

world works and

advice on how to

cope with the con-

fusion.

To assume that

even the most
dedicated pros-

elytizer or ideo-

logue could suc-

cessfully trans-

form the thinking of a college stu-

dent is a contortion of logic and

reality. Even the most aggressive

effort to change them is unlikely to

be very successful. Most students

know where they stand and they

are very defensive about efforts to

change their minds.

Sometimes student opinions do

change, especially about subjects

of which they were largely igno-

rant at the outset. In fact, in the

exceptional cases when transfor-

mations do take place, they are far

more likely to result from students’

thinking seriously about a subject

for the first time than from some

wily old professor’s persuasive

skills. And significant changes of
opinion, if they occur at all, are

much more likely to be intellectual

than political transformations.

The third problem with the con-

temporary critics is that they seri-

ously misrepresent college facul-

ties and administrations. Every

criticism I have read of the “new

tolerance” on college campuses

begins with some caricature of pro-

fessors as a narrow-minded group

of retreat hippies and radical femi-

nists who cut their political teeth on

the student protests of the 1960’s

and whose academic tenure now
enables them to proselytize this

generation of students to left-wing,

anti-establishment politics.

It is a portrait accurate only in the

respect that slightly more than half

of American college professors are

between the ages of 42 and 56 and

completed their undergraduate

study between 1957 and 1969. Most

of those who attended college in
the 1960’s, however, were neither

hippies nor revolutionaries. And
few among those who participated

actively in the rebellions of that

period chose to comm it themselves

to the years of study necessary to

earn a Ph.D. One could not simul-

taneously be working in the library

or laboratory and marching in the

streets.

Beyond the inherent difficulty of

changing students’ attitudes, the

best antidote to indoctrination is

diversity. When a faculty is com-

posed of people with different back-

grounds, beliefs and opinions, stu-

dents have no choice but to draw

their own conclusions and form
their own identities. They may find

themselves attracted to a particular

faculty member or department or

point of view, but distribution and

major requirements will insure that

they are forced to navigate through

rough as well as calm waters.

To those unfamiliar with the dia-

ectic of academic debate, all of

this may appear unseemly, even

threatening.

But American universities have

always been breeding grounds for

new ideas. That is one of their im-

portant functions in our national

life. We should not be surprised
that some of the hardest questions

about our social and political status

quo are being asked on college

campuses. Nor should we be sur-

prised when they yield discomfort-

ing answers.

NAFTA growing more and more confusing by the day
By Melissa VanDyk
Freelance Writer

The North American Free Trade

Agreement is one of the hottest

political topics of the decade.

NAFTA would open up trade
barriers by removing tariffs that

North American countries impose

on each other’s products. Some
people feel that NAFTA would cre-
ate jobs for United States citizens

by increasing trade with Mexico,

which currently imposes large tar-

iffs on U.S. goods.

Others feel that since labor is

cheaper in Mexico many businesses

will move south of the border and

take jobs with them. Due to
Mexico’s environmental and hu-

man rights records, there are those

who feel that having a free trade

agreement will support a system

that exploits both people and the

environment. Economists are split

on the issue, as are the major politi-

cal parties.

On November 9, Larry King Live

sponsored a NAFTA debate be-
tween Ross Perot and Vice Presi-

dent A1 Gore. Well, the debate was

supposed to be over NAFTA. What
ended up being debated were the

sources of research and lobbying

money, personal interests and the

failings of the United States gov-

ernment since the turn of the cen-

tury.

NAFTA was discussed (when it
was discussed) with the expected

results. The debate included the

colloquialisms from Ross Perot that

we have all grown to love: “the

giant sucking sound” of jobs leav-

ing the U.S. and how if you believe

that NAFTA will create jobs you
must also believe in “the tooth fairy

and the Easter bunny.”

V ice President A1 Gore discussed

the bargaining leverage that we
would gain through NAFTA. He
also mentioned the “politics of fear”

which he accused Perot of trying to

instill. Gore then went on to ques-

tion where the money came from

that Perot’s group “United We
Stand” has been using to lobby

Congress.

Perot refrained from personal at-

tacks, but he did bring up every-

thing that the government has in

the last century that did not work
out efficiently.

It was hard to judge the opinions

of the many Alma College students

who witnessed the debate. Most
students felt that both Perot and

Gore were using immature behav-

ior and ignoring the issue at hand.

A few students felt that Perot
showed more composure than Gore.

Others felt that Gore seemed to win

the debate. Overall, however, most

students seemed to think that the

debate was handled very poorly by

both participants and that there was

not enough discussion of the actual

trade agreement for anyone to come

to a conclusion on the issue.

Personally, I felt that both Gore

and Perot were acting very
unprofessionally. Their debate got

down to an immature level that
came off sounding like a silly

schoolboy argument; it almost got

to the point of arguing that “my dad

is bigger than your dad.” I had

hoped that the debate would clear

up my misconceptions about
NAFTA, but instead it just made
the issue more unclear.

From my understanding, if
NAFTA works in the way the Presi-
dent Bill Clinton intends it to, then

it may be a good idea for the coun-

try to support the agreement. But I

have doubts as to whether every-

one will accept NAFTA as it is
intended, so who can really tell
whether it is good for the U.S., or

for North America as a whole, at

all?

Since NAFTA is such a timely
issue, one would think that this

debate would have been handled

much better than it was. Both sides

could have used the debate to dem-

onstrate their reasoning for or

against the trade agreement. In-

stead both sides lost much needed

public support because of petty,

juvenile arguments over unrelated

topics. The debate did nothing to

clarify the issue, it only made
NAFTA seem like a doubtful cause
with no information on either side.

NAFTA is being voted on in the

House of Representatives this
Wednesday. I only hope that our

Representatives have more infor-

mation than what is being presented

to the public.
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Greeks must stop sending mixed messages about alcohol
By William J. Johnston

Senior Editor

Alma College’s “no keg” policy

affects all Greek organizations on

this campus — to their benefit, in
my opinion. But in providing kegs

for the all-Greek Block Bash, I feel

the Interfratemity and Panhellenic

Councils are sending the wrong

message to Greek and, indeed, all

students on this campus.

Liability is a primary concern of

Greek groups, and alcohol can play

a dangerous role in issues of liabil-

ity. If a fraternity were to provide a

student with beer and that student

then was killed whiledriving drunk,

the fraternity could conceivably be

held liable for the student’s death

and, to put it bluntly, get the pants

sued off it.

For this reason and many others I

think mature management of alco-

hol is a positive thing, and this

includes eliminating so-called

“common sources” such as kegs.

Alcohol and partying are too closely

interrelated, especially on th is cam-
pus. Removing the alcohol factor

reveals that Greek groups are more

than just a convenient way to party

often.

And yet the focus
of the Block Bash ----- —
seemed to be the beer

tent. Let me quote one

of Block Bash’s co-

coordinators, Sean
Lynott, from the Oct.

26 issue of The
Almanian:

“The beer tent had

a faithful gathering

the entire night.”

That “faithful gathering,” of

course, consisted entirely of 21-

year-olds, separating them from the

younger part of the Greek commu-
nity.

The beer tent wasn’t there for its

social value, either. Why else would

the Block Bash organizers allow

people a maximum of six beers,

instead of one or two? Six beers is

enough to get most people legally

drunk. What sort of mature alcohol

management is involved here?

There were also rumors that —
gasp — underage drinkers somehow

made it into the beer tent, and

that some members of the “faithful
gathering” managed to get another

bracelet to increase their beer allot-

ment I can’t speak to the truth or

falsehood of these rumors, but if

these things did happen, consider

what sort of liability pitfalls might

have arisen had, say, an underage

drinker driven a car.

Let me approach the issue from a

different angle. Last Winter Term,

an alumnus of my fraternity (Theta

Chi) brought a keg to our house. As
soon as our members found out
about it, we removed the keg from

our premises (and campus) and our

president reported the incident to

Anne Lombard (the

Assistant Dean of

Students in charge

of Greek Life).

We were brought

up on charges by

IFC Judicial and re-

ceived a reasonable

punishment: we
had to provide a

speaker to the campus community

(and to our chapter) to discuss the

dangers of alcohol abuse, how to
manage alcohol maturely, and simi-

lar topics.

I have no qualms over the pun-

ishment. Rather, I question when it

suddenly becomes “all right” to

provide keg beer. Why can we have

kegs at an all-Greek function, but

not as individual Greek organiza-

tions?

I realize the liability issue is much
more severe when dealing with an

individual Greek group; what I’m

questioning is the image the Greek
community is presenting to the cam-

pus when it stigmatizes kegs (and
alcohol in general) on an individual

level but promotes it at a higher

level.

All it does is perpetuates the old

stereotype: that being Greek means

partying drunk. And that sort of

stereotype has no place in the mod-

em world of liability. Instead of
promoting the Greek system with

promises of free beer, we should

promote it with it’s good points:

leadership opportunities, friendship,

sisterhood (and brotherhood). In the

future, let’s keep the alcohol out of

these all-Greek functions. After all,

I think we’d get a better sense of

true Greek unity without the beer

tent than with it.

Near-death experiences make for a hilarious childhood
By Matt Groves

Freelance Writer

I have waited long enough, Alma
College. I have waited for three

months to tell my tales of Marr.
What are these tales? Read on and

prepare for a shock.

I have a friend named J ason Marr.

We have been good friends for
about eight years and have had a lot

of good times together. Well, “very

weird times” would be a better de-

scription.

This kid and I would do things

that you may not think were pos-

sible. I think his mother would cry

when she knew that we were going

to do something together.

Before I left for college, I told

Marr I was going to try to write for

the college newspaper. He men-

tioned that I should do an article

about the things that we had done

over the years. I promised him I

would.

Here it is. The absolute, true-life

happenings of Marr.

Jason and I together spelled

trouble. Whenever we got together,

it was a sure bet that something was

going to get broken, blown up, set

ablaze or melted. We never started

out thinking we were going to get

into trouble, it just happened. The

funny part about our mischief is

that Jason was the only one who
ever got hurt or in trouble.

There was a time in Jason’s life

when he had trouble with nails. We
used to walk across people’s roof-

tops and jump into trees all the

time.

One night Jason got up on a roof

and was running along behind me.

Now I got off the roof and into the
tree with no problem. I looked back

and Jason was just lying there in a

heap on this person’s roof. He had

just stepped on about four nails and

was whimpering for someone to

get him down.
I yelled at Jason and told him to

get up, but he wouldn’t. He just sat

there and cried.

Meanwhile the owner of the house

came out of his home with a base-

ball bat.

Jason was stuck on this dude’s

roof while I was able to escape by

swinging through the trees. He
never
did re-

member
what
hap-
pened
after
that.

There

was an-

other
time
when Ja-

son fell

out of a

tree fort

we were

making
and
landed
on a

bunch of

nails. He
h a d ^
more
tetanus

shots
than any

human could possibly stand.

But these stories are boring com-

pared to other things that happened

to that poor kid. I’ll concentrate on

the three most bizarre things: the

amputation, the drowning and the

burning house.

The amputation was quite an in-

cident. Jason and I were doing yard

work for an elderly lady who lived

down the street. After we were done

with the work, we went up to the

front door to get paid.

I was standing there with a pair of

hedge clippers in my hands, open-

ing and closing the blades. I was

paying no attention, just staring off

into space when I heard Marr shriek.

Apparently he was moving his fin-

gers in and out of the blade. Not

paying any attention, I had no idea

that his hands were anywhere near

the blades. I guess Marr was just a

little to slow with his hands because

I caught one of his fingers.

The next thing I knew, Marr was

jumping around yelling and scream-

ing and holding his bloodied hand.

He had a glove on and when we took

the glove off, he came up one finger

short. His finger was still inside the

glove. To this day he still thinks I

did it on purpose.

The drowning was just plain

funny; there was no scare involved

at all with it. One day Jason and I

and a few others were over at my
house swimming. We were having
a grand old time swimming and

acting like fools.

Then Mart thought it would be

funny to dunk people. So he was

getting everybody real peeved. We
all decided that we were going to

get him back.

I started to swim over to him to

dunk him, but he was too quick and

jumped out of the pool. I got out

and chased him around the pool

deck. He got on the diving board

and started to

dive off. He
thought he was

really smart by

diving off the

board and escap-

ing.

But Marr must

not have seen

that he was not
pointing his
body toward the

water. He was
headed straight

for the cement

pool deck.

I yelled,
“Marr! Look
out!”

But too late.

Marr went head

first into the ce-

ment. He made a

noise that can’t

be described. It

kind of sounded

like a baby seal

being skinned

alive. He just slid into the pool and

went to the bottom.

I was laughing so hard that I

couldn’t save him. Finally one of

the others swam over and pulled

him up. He was a complete scab

from head to foot. Maybe there

was a little danger involved, but it

was just so funny I guess I didn’t

think that he could have drowned.

Now on to the burning house.
Jason and I had a thing for fire.

We played with fire all the time.
We burned everything that we could

get our hands on.

One day we were lighting tennis

balls on fire. This was a favorite

thing to do. We would light them
and then roll them down the street

It looked cool. I know that sounds
stupid, but when you live in Alma
you have to find some way of amus-

ing yourself.

Anyway, we were lighting tennis

balls on fire and we couldn ’ t get one

of them going, so Marr went into

the garage and came out with a can

of gasoline. This should be good I

thought Gas should get this fire

going.

Jason tipped the can over the ball.

Well, I was right when I said that

gas should start it up. Where we
went wrong was tipping the can

over an open flame. The flame shot

back into the can instead of doing

what it was supposed to.

Marr threw the can and it hit the

side of his house. The can exploded

and caught the side of his house on

fire. Instead of getting the hose and

putting it out, Marr ran over to the

flame and tried to smother the fire

with his body.

I was rolling on the ground, laugh-

ing like a hyena. We finally got the

fire out but we still had the problem

of the big black patch of soot all

over his house.

So what did Marr do? He got a can

of paint out and tried to repaint the

siding. Let me tell you, the house

looked worse after the paint job

than it did before we started. I think

we should have left it all burned.

That’s it. The three best Marr

stories that I can tell without being

arrested. We are a little older now,

but Marr hasn’t changed. He still

likes to play with fire, he still has

the scar from the hedge clippers and

I wouldn’t be surprised if he still

likes to jump from rooftop to roof-

top. All of my other friends say that

he won’t live to sec 30. But I have

faith in Marr. I hope to see him

rolling flaming tennis balls down
the street when he is 80.
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Heritage Center can’t function without funds
The Heritage Center for the Performing

Arts is impressive. Both the Alma College
community and the Alma community have

been very receptive to the facility. With its

$6 million price tag, we have expected

greatness. Because so much has been

invested in the facility, we should expect

that the amount of investment will continue.

There are, however, some positive and

negative aspects to the current investment.

The Heritage Center is thankful that

Martin’s of downtown Alma provided free

tuxedo dress shirts, cummerbunds and ties

to the ushers for the opening performance

of “Beethoven’s Ninth.” This generous

dor^ion added class to the overall impres-

sion of the Heritage Center. Martin’s also

deserves our gratitude for the discount at

which they sold the Heritage Center a stock

of tuxedo shirts for all future performances.

On Thursday, the Heritage Center Lead

Team held its organizational meeting.

They will do everything from ushering and

working the box office to conducting tours and

working in the green room. It was an excellent

turn out of volunteers. It’s great to see that so

many students care about the Heritage Center

and are willing to work towards its improve-

ment.

But volunteerism only goes so far. With the

addition of a $6 million building, we would

think that new support staff members would

have been hired to maintain the building and

oversee all of its activities. This has not hap-

pened to the degree that is needed.

Currently there is one secretary for the

Heritage Center. She is responsible for coordi-

nating all of the center’s activities. She oversees

every aspect of any activity that takes place in

the building, and is even responsible for locking

the facility after every performance. In addition

to all of these activities, she is also the secretary

for the Music, Theater and Dance depart-

ments — departments with a total of 12 current
Approximately 50 volunteers showed up for full and part-time staff members,

the pizza party and tour. Members of this There are currently five students working for
group will be called upon to do large the Heritage Center. Because the Center has not

amounts of support work for the center. yet been granted a work-study budget, these

students are considered campus employees

and are asked to work only four hours per

week. Box office reservations, House

management, volunteer coordinator and

secretarial assistant are all jobs that require

more than a total of twenty hours a week if

performance nights are to be a success.

Only one new support staff member was
hired to maintain the building. The janitorial

person takes care of the Heritage Center, as

well as Eddy Music Building. No electricians

were hired. There are currently two electri-

cians on this campus — the same number of
electricians that were employed even before

the Kapp Science Center was built.

If the Heritage Center is to remain one of

the outstanding facilities on this campus,

something must be done. We cannot count

on volunteerism alone to make the Heritage

Center a success. More support staff is

needed. Hopefully, next year’s budget will

allow for the necessary investments. In the

meantime, go easy on the few that are

currently working for the Heritage Center —
it is a lot of work for so few people and your

cooperation is appreciated.
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